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Four killed and  
3 injured in  
car-lorry crash 
near Tiruchy
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tiruchy

FOUR people were killed, and 
three others injured when a car 
collided head-on with a lorry at 
Jambunathapuram near Musiri 
in Tiruchy district on Tuesday. 

The deceased were Murugesan 
(50), his son Karthik (28), relative 
S Balasubramanian (31) and his 
wife Kavitha (25). Murugesan’s 
wife Chithra (45), daughter Nar-
matha (28)  and 
Balasubramani-
an’s one-year-old 
son Yegan sus-
tained injuries 
and are undergo-
ing treatment at 
Musiri Government 
Hospital. 

Police said the family was trav-
elling from Srirangam to a temple 
when Balasubramanian, who was 
driving, lost control near an oil 
mill on the Thuraiyur–Perambal-
ur road, ramming into a lorry 
coming from the opposite 
direction. 

Balasubramanian and Karthik 
died on the spot, while the others 
suffered severe injuries.

DOUBLE MURDER

Slipshod probe 
forces HC to 
acquit four
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madurai

ACQUITTING four persons in a 
2012 double murder case in 
Dindigul due to a slipshod inves-
tigation, the Madurai Bench of  
the Madras High Court on Mon-
day ordered departmental action 
against the then Thadikombu po-
lice inspector who investigated 
the case.

Justices N Anand Venkatesh 
and KK Ramakrishnan, who 
passed the order on a batch of  ap-
peals filed by the accused, pointed 
out that even the amputated part 
of  the victim’s arm was not recov-
ered by the investigation officer. 

Four suspects — Selvaraj, Sel-
vapandi, Muthukumar and 
Thoongan alias Urathevar — had 
challenged the conviction and life 
sentence imposed on them by a 
Sessions Court in Dindigul. 

According to the prosecution, 
the deceased, Kannan and Periya-
samy, were relatives and Kannan 
was married to the daughter of  
Selvaraj. The suspects in the case 
developed enmity with the vic-
tims after the marriage between 
Kannan and Selvaraj’s daughter 
ended in divorce. 

T’gana aspirations 
remain unfulfilled, 
says Nitin Nabin
I R E D D Y  S R I N I V A S  R E D D Y  @ Hyderabad

CLAIMING that the aspirations 
behind the formation of  Telanga-
na remained unfulfilled even after 
more than a decade, BJP national 
president Nitin Nabin on Tuesday 
said his party would work towards 
achieving the goals envisioned 
during the statehood movement.

“The poor people of  Telangana 
did not get the kind of  government 
they expected,” Nabin said, alleg-
ing that the state’s development 
agenda had been neglected, first 
by then BRS and then the Con-
gress. “Those who opposed Telan-
gana may be in power today, but 
the resolve and sentiment for Tel-
angana’s development remain un-
fulfilled even now. We will make 
every effort to fulfil that resolve,” 
he added.

Targeting the Congress govern-
ment, Nabin alleged that those in 
power were using Telangana as an 
ATM and that the hard-earned 
money of  the people was being di-
verted for the party’s interests.

The BJP national president was 
addressing state formation day 

celebrations organised by the par-
ty in Delhi.

Recalling the Telangana state-
hood movement, Nabin said that 
when the Centre initiated the proc-
ess for the formation of  Telangana 
on December 9, 2009, people across 
the region were filled with hope. 
However, he alleged that Congress 
later backtracked, triggering a 
prolonged agitation that resulted 
in the loss of  many lives.

“Telangana of  their dreams, in 
the way it should be built, we are 
perhaps lagging behind in that di-
rection. But the resolve of  the BJP 
is that we will certainly struggle 
for the development of  Telangana 
and work to fulfil it,” he said.

Govt realising TG people’s dreams: CM
M A N D A  R A V I N D E R  R E D D Y 
@ Hyderabad

ASSERTING that his government 
was serving as a bridge connect-
ing society with its aspirations, 
Chief  Minister A Revanth Reddy 
on Tuesday said his vision was to 
position Telangana not merely as 
a gateway to India but to world.

He sought the support and coop-
eration of  the people to achieve 
the goal of  a one-trillion US dollar 
economy by 2034 and a three-tril-
lion-dollar economy by 2047.

Addressing a gathering after un-
furling the national flag at the Pa-
rade Ground as part of  the State 
formation day celebrations, 
Revanth said that over the past 
two-and-a-half  years, his govern-
ment had taken policy decisions 
and implemented programmes 
aimed at fulfilling the aspirations 
of  farmers, youth and women 
while ensuring social justice and 
the welfare of  SCs, STs, BCs, mi-

norities and economically weaker 
sections among the upper castes.

“The government accorded 
equal priority to development and 
welfare and I can proudly say that 
Telangana is the only state imple-
menting numerous welfare 
schemes and has emerged as a role 
model for the country,” he added.

He said: “We are serving as the 
bridge connecting society to its as-
pirations. It is the reason we do 
not consider this opportunity peo-

ple have bestowed upon us merely 
as ‘power’. We do not perceive our-
selves as rulers, rather fulfilling 
our duties as your servants. We 
firmly believe and act upon the 
principle that a government is not 
merely the exercise of  authority 
by a select few, but the collective 
representative of  4 crore Telan-
gana people.”

Highlighting achievements in 
the agriculture sector, the chief  
minister said Telangana was ex-
pected to record a foodgrain out-
put of  236.87 lakh metric tonnes in 
2025-26. Stressing the need for crop 
diversification, he urged farmers 
to move towards varied cultiva-
tion practices. 

He said the government had 
spent `1,56,496 crore on agricul-
ture and farmer welfare during 
the past two-and-a-half  years, in-
cluding `82,840 crore on paddy 
procurement since December 2023. 
Stating that several irrigation 
projects launched under the Con-

gress government’s ‘Jalayagnam’ 
initiative as well as projects taken 
up after 2014 remained incomplete, 
Revanth said the government was 
committed to completing them 
t h r o u g h  n e c e s s a r y  l a n d 
acquisition.

“We are making concerted ef-
forts to revive the Pranahita-Che-
vella project, which is a boon for 
Telangana. I recently wrote a let-
ter to the Maharashtra chief  min-
ister on the Tummidihatti bar-
rage. Following discussions, we 
will formulate and implement an 
action plan to construct the Tum-
midihatti Barrage,” he said.

Referring to the Kaleshwaram 
project, he alleged that the project, 
built at a cost of  `1 lakh crore by 
the previous government, suffered 
structural failures within three 
years of  completion, leaving the 
present government to undertake 
restoration works at the Medi-
gadda, Annaram and Sundilla 
barrages.

‘We believe the govt is not merely exercise of authority by a few, but representative of 4 cr people’s


