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Govt revokes 
suspension of 
IAS officers
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ T’Puram

After falling out of  favour with the 
previous LDF government, IAS of-
ficers N Prasanth and B Ashok are 
set to return to service under the 
UDF regime. Chief  Minister VD 
Satheesan revoked the suspension 
orders against both officers on Sat-
urday, with their fresh postings 
expected soon. 

Both officers had been highly 
critical of  he previous Pinararyi 
Vijayan government. While 2007 
batch IAS officer Prasanth had 
been under suspension for two 
years, his senior Ashok, of  the 
1998 batch, underwent the discipli-
nary action for one-and-a-half  
months. Prasanth was suspended 
on November 11, 2024, for criticis-
ing chief  secretary A Jayathilak 
on social media. 

The suspension has since been 
extended multiple times. Ashok 
was suspended in April this year 
following an interview in which he 
allegedly criticised Pinarayi and 
t h e  L D F  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s 
functioning. 

Reddy withdraws resignation, no portfolio change now  
D E V A R A J  B  H I R E H A L L I  @ Bengaluru 

HUMBLED by the Congress high 
command, senior party MLA Ram-
alinga Reddy on Saturday evening 
withdrew his resignation from the 
DK Shivakumar cabinet. 

Reddy, who represents BTM Lay-
out in the Assembly, had resigned 
after he was miffed at not getting 
the Benglauru development port-

folio and instead was allotted the 
Major and Minor Irrigation 
ministry. Reddy had further 
claimed that Shivakumar 
had promised him the 
Bengaluru Development 
portfolio way back in 2023. 
Reddy, however, will not 
get the Bengaluru Develop-
ment portfolio, and instead 
Byatarayanapura MLA Krishna 

Byre Gowda will continue with 
that portfolio.

Reddy can choose from 
the portfolios remaining 
with the CM and those 
that will be distributed 
during the cabinet expan-

sion. The total strength of  
the cabinet, including the 

CM, is 34. Twenty berths are 
still vacant.

According to informed sources, 
Reddy, an eight-time MLA, may opt 
for the higher education portfolio 
and additionally get a minor port-
folio such as endowments. It is not 
clear as yet whether the change in 
portfolio will happen soon or dur-
ing the cabinet expansion, which 
is likely after the June 18 elections 
to four Rajya Sabha and seven 
MLC seats from Karnataka.  

Cong eyes reset as Revanth 
govt enters 2nd half of term
I R E D D Y  S R I N I V A S  R E D D Y  @ Hyderabad

HAVING completed half  of  its 
five-year tenure, the Revanth Red-
dy government appears headed for 
its biggest shake-up since coming 
to power in December 2023. 

With the Congress high com-
mand said to be weighing changes 
in both the Cabinet and the party 
organisation, ministers, MLAs 
and aspirants have begun jockey-
ing for position, turning Hydera-
bad and New Delhi into hubs of  
intense political activity.

According to sources in the rul-
ing party, the proposed exercise is 
expected to go beyond a routine 
Cabinet expansion. 

The Congress leadership is re-
portedly considering a broader 
overhaul that could involve drop-
ping some ministers, inducting 
fresh faces, redistributing key 
portfolios and reorganising the Te-
langana Pradesh Congress Com-

mittee (TPCC). Party insiders say 
two or three ministers could be 
shown the door as part of  the exer-
cise. However, the move is not be-
ing viewed as a demotion. Those 

relieved of  Cabinet responsibili-
ties may instead be assigned or-
ganisational roles in the All India 
Congress Committee (AICC), with 
some potentially being made in-
charge of  states such as Gujarat, 

Goa and Uttar Pradesh, which are 
scheduled to go to the polls next 
year.

The possibility of  changes in 
the state party unit is also generat-
ing considerable discussion. One 
of  the names being widely talked 
about is TPCC president and MLC 
B Mahesh Kumar Goud, who is 
said to be under consideration for 
a Cabinet berth. His induction 
would also address the absence of  
Cabinet representation from Ni-
zamabad district.

If  Mahesh moves into the Cabi-
net, party leaders believe a change 
at the helm of  the TPCC could fol-
low. Minister Ponnam Prabhakar’s 
name is doing the rounds as a pos-
sible successor. 

A long-time Congress leader 
who rose through the NSUI ranks 
and later represented Karimnagar 
in Parliament, Prabhakar is seen 
as someone with strong organisa-
tional credentials.

Exercise may go beyond Cabinet expansion; PCC chief may be changed

New PCC chief likely 
One of the names being widely 
talked about is TPCC president 
and MLC B Mahesh Kumar Goud, 
who is said to be under 
consideration for a Cabinet 
berth. Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar’s name  
is doing the rounds as a       
possible successor of  
Mahesh Kumar Goud


