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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

CHIEF Minister A Revanth Red-
dy has written to Maharashtra 
Chief  Minister Devendra Fad-
navis seeking discussions on in-
creasing the height of  the pro-
posed Tummidihatti barrage 
and requested him to finalise a 
date for a meeting with a Telan-
gana delegation.

In a letter sent on Wednesday, 
Revanth stated that even if  the 
Full Reservoir Level (FRL) was 
increased slightly beyond 148 
metres, the submergence impact 
in Maharashtra would remain 
minimal. 

The chief  minister said a fresh 
discussion on raising the bar-
rage height was necessary to 
meet the irrigation and drinking 
water needs of  Adilabad, Nizam-
abad, Karimnagar and Medak 
districts. He also said a higher 
FRL would enable Telangana to 
draw water through gravity 
flow.

The Tummidihatti barrage 
has been proposed as part of  the 

Pranahita-Chevella Sujala Sra-
vanthi project. Under the origi-
nal proposal, the barrage was 
planned at an FRL of  152 
metres.

However, during an Inter-State 
Board meeting held on August 
23, 2016, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment agreed to the construc-
tion of  the barrage at 148 metres 
FRL and assured cooperation in 
s e c u r i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d 
clearances.

The Telangana government 
recently reviewed the project 
and decided to revive and com-
plete the Pranahita-Chevella 
scheme. 

Revanth to Fadnavis: Let’s 
talk Tummidihatti height 

CM Vijay presses Prime Minister, 
Finance Min for projs and funds 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister C Joseph Vijay 
on Wednesday met Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi in New Delhi 
and raised key issues concern-
ing the State. 

The wish list included the set-
ting up of  a defence research fa-
cility in Tamil Nadu, opposition 
to Karnataka’s proposed Meke-
datu dam project, release of  fish-
ermen detained by Sri Lanka, 
and rendering of  Tamil Thai 
Vazhthu at the beginning of  gov-
ernment functions.

Later in the day, the CM also 
met Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman and hand-
ed over a memorandum request-
ing her to prioritise allocation of  
funds for ports, national high-
ways, railway projects and in-
dustrial corridors required for 
t h e  s t a t e ’ s  c o n t i n u e d 
development. 

The other demands made by 
the CM included establishing in-
stitutes of  national importance 
in TN and allocation of  funds for 

implementing Metro Rail 
projects in Hosur, Coimbatore, 
and Madurai.

Thanking the PM for facilitat-
ing the return of  the Anaiman-
galam copper plates to India dur-
ing his recent visit to the 
Netherlands, Vijay urged Modi 
to support the setting up of  the 
Centre for Airborne Systems 
(CABS) — a unit under the De-
fence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) — in Tamil 
Nadu. 

The CM said discussions on 
establishing both the Advanced 
Medium Combat Aircraft 
(AMCA) Design and Develop-
ment Centre and CABS in Tamil 
Nadu had been under way for the 
past few years.

On the Tamil Thai Vazhthu is-
sue, the CM referred to a recent 
communication from the Minis-
try of  Home Affairs and said 
that though the letter does not 
bar the singing of  the State song 
at the beginning of  functions, “it 
is observed that in recent func-
tions held at Lok Bhavan, Tamil 
Thai Vazhthu was sung at the 
end”. The CM appealed to the 
P M  t o  m a k e  s u i t a b l e 
modifications. 

On the Mekedatu dam project, 
Vijay said Karnataka Deputy 
Chief  Minister’s recent an-
nouncement on conducting a 
groundbreaking ceremony for 
the proposed reservoir across 
the Cauvery was contrary to the 
Cauvery Water Disputes Tribu-
nal’s final award and the Su-
preme Court’s judgement. 

CM C Joseph Vijay honours PM Narendra 
Modi with a shawl during their  meeting in 
New Delhi on Wednesday |  EXPRESS

Task force formed to check Godavari pollution
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

THE State government has con-
stituted a high-level Environ-
ment Protection Task Force 
(EPTF) to prevent pollution in 
the Godavari and other major 
rivers in the State ahead of  the 
Godavari Pushkaralu scheduled 
to commence in June next year 
on Wednesday. 

The government issued orders 
for the formation of  the special 
task force following directions 
from Deputy chief  minister K 

Pawan Kalyan. The decision was 
taken after a high-level review 
meeting chaired by Pawan Kaly-
an in Rajamahendravaram, 
where officials were instructed 
to establish an inter-district task 
force to identify pollution sourc-
es and implement immediate re-
medial measures. 

Environment and Forest de-
partment principal Secretary 
Kantilal Dande subsequently is-
sued the government orders con-
stituting the committee. During 
his two-day visit to Rajamahen-
dravaram, Pawan Kalyan per-

sonally travelled by boat and in-
spected the Nalla Channel and 
surrounding areas near Andhra 
Paper Mills. He expressed seri-
ous concern over chemical 
waste from industries 
and untreated urban 
sewage directly entering 
the Godavari river. 

He directed officials to 
ensure that devotees vis-
iting the Pushkaralu should 
experience the spiritual satisfac-
tion of  taking a holy dip in clean 
and pure river waters instead of  
polluted surroundings.

According to the GO, the new-
ly formed task force will focus on 
preventing the discharge of  sew-
age and industrial waste into riv-

ers and monitoring long-
t e r m  e nv i ro n m e n t a l 
protection measures. 

The committee will be 
headed by the Principal 
Secretary of  the Environ-

ment and Forest Depart-
ment, while the Member Sec-

retary of the Andhra Pradesh 
Pollution Control Board will 
serve as the convener. Senior of-
ficials from municipal adminis-

tration, industries, agriculture, 
fisheries, tourism, endowments, 
water resources and rural water 
supply departments, along with 
district collectors from Godavari 
basin districts including East 
Godavari, West Godavari, Eluru, 
Kakinada, Konaseema and Pola-
varam, will be members of  the 
committee.

The task force will meet once 
every 15 days to identify pollu-
tion sources and monitor correc-
tive measures to ensure clean 
river waters before the Pushka-
ralu festival. 

Pawan Kalyan directs officials to ensure devotees should feel spiritual satisfaction while taking a holy dip in the river


