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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.15 HRS)

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated

places over Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, Sikkim, West Bengal, Telan-

gana, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala, Mahe

and Lakshadweep. Heat wave conditions likely at isolated places over

Rajasthan, Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, Delhi and Uttar Pradesh
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala .....................9......35.2...... 26.2 Kurnool ..........................0.6......35.5...... 25.7

Ahmedabad............. —......42.2...... 29.9 Lucknow.......................... —......40.3...... 29.7

Aizawl ...................... —......32.1...... 24.3 Madurai ........................... —......34.7...... 27.1

Bengaluru................11......29.6...... 21.2 Mangaluru.........................3......28.8...... 24.8

Bhopal ..................... —......38.7...... 25.8 Mumbai ........................... —......35.1...... 29.9

Bhubaneswar .......12.9......40.7...... 26.2 Mysuru............................. —......31.2...... 20.4

Chandigarh.............. —......41.0...... 25.8 New Delhi........................ —......42.2...... 29.2

Chennai ................... —......39.7...... 30.0 Patna............................... —......41.3...... 30.3

Coimbatore ............. —......29.8...... 23.4 Port Blair ........................0.8......31.5...... 27.3

Dehradun................. —......37.0...... 23.8 Prayagraj......................... —......42.5...... 28.0

Gangtok .....................8......23.5...... 17.8 Puducherry ..................... —......38.8...... 26.6

Goa.............................7......31.4...... 24.7 Pune ................................ —......35.6...... 25.8

Guwahati ................. —......34.7...... 27.0 Raipur.............................. —......42.0...... 32.2

Hubballi ................... —......26.0...... 23.0 Ranchi ............................. —......37.2...... 23.0

Hyderabad............... —......36.4...... 25.2 Shillong ........................... —......26.0...... 18.0

Imphal ....................0.8......31.1...... 23.1 Shimla ............................. —......30.8...... 21.0

Jaipur ...................... —......40.1...... 27.2 Srinagar........................... —......30.3...... 12.5

Kochi........................34......29.4...... 24.2 Thiruvananthapuram ..........51......30.5...... 22.7

Kohima .................... —......25.0...... 19.0 Tiruchirappalli ................ —......36.3...... 27.4

Kolkata ....................23......38.0...... 24.6 Vijayawada........................6......37.4...... 25.6

Kozhikode .................2......32.0...... 26.2 Visakhapatnam................ —......35.3...... 20.3

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Panipat,

Haryana recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 293

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Madikeri,

Karnataka recorded a

healthy AQI score of 20

Ahmedabad ..... .85 ..32 43 ..... 74 ....86 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .16 ..19 44 ..... 31 ....47 ......*

Chennai............ ...6 ..14 52 ..... 40 ....52 ......*

Delhi ................. .28 ..62 48 ... 104 ...394 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .13 ..18 35 ..... 81 ....86 ......*

Kolkata............. .14 ..25 17 ..... 71 ....83 ......*

Lucknow........... .12 ..12 47 ... 160 ....98 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...4 ....6 41 ..... 27 ...108 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..48 65 ..... 47 ....85 ......*

Visakhapatnam .18 ..48 17 ..... 55 ...128 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

T
he former Prime
Minister and Janata
Dal (Secular) supre-

mo H.D. Deve Gowda is set
to end his more than six-
decades-long political ca-
reer in public o�ce with
his tenure as Rajya Sabha
member coming to an end
on June 25. 

While all eyes are on the
BJP’s move, the party late
on Sunday night decided to
nominate M. Nagaraja
from its ranks instead of
the nonagenarian leader,
its ally in the National De-
mocratic Alliance (NDA). 

With the retirement of
the 93-year-old leader,
known for his knowledge
in agriculture and irriga-
tion, especially the Cauv-
ery river dispute, Parlia-
ment will now not have
any former Prime Minis-
ters as a member.

Vokkaliga politics 
The JD(S) was hoping that
Mr. Gowda, who is respect-
ed by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, will be nomi-
nated to the Rajya Sabha.
Besides, with another Vok-
kaliga leader D.K. Shivaku-
mar becoming Chief Minis-
ter, it was speculated that
the BJP could o�er its seat
to Mr. Gowda as a counter-
weight in the Vokkaliga
politics that dominates the
Old Mysuru region. 

However, the BJP State

unit had insisted on �eld-
ing a party leader.

“This was not our elec-
tion because we did not
have the numbers. We had
not asked for it either.
There is no question of dis-
appointment. This was not
our seat,” sources in the JD
(S) told The Hindu. “We are
not attaching too much im-
portance. This is a media
speculation.”

In the election to four
Rajya Sabha seats set to be
held on June 18, the Con-
gress has the numbers to
win three and the BJP one.
The JD(S) with 18 legisla-
tors does not have the

numbers and was depen-
dent on the BJP’s decision. 

Active till the end 
On multiple occasions in
the past, Mr. Gowda,
whose understanding of
the regional caste equa-
tions are well known, has
said that he would remain
in active politics till his
end. 

The current stint had
been made possible by the
Congress’s decision to sup-
port him in the 2020 Rajya
Sabha elections that came
after his defeat in Karnata-
ka’s Tumakuru Lok Sabha
constituency during the
2019 election, when the JD
(S) faced the election in al-
liance with the Congress. 

Soon after the party’s
debacle in the 2023 As-
sembly elections, the JD(S)
joined the NDA.

During his illustrious
political career that started
from being elected to Ta-
luk Development Board in
1960 and later elected to
the Karnataka Legislative
Assembly in 1962, Mr. Gow-
da became the 14th Chief
Minister of Karnataka in
1994 after leading the Jana-
ta Dal to election victory
and 11th Prime Minister of
India in 1996 heading the
United Front government. 

He has been a six-term
member of the Lok Sabha
and a two-term member in
the Rajya Sabha. He has
been elected to the Legisla-
tive Assembly seven times.

Deve Gowda nearing
end of six-decade-long
stint in public o�ce

H.D. Deve Gowda has said that

he would remain in active

politics till his end.

Ex-PM’s tenure in Rajya Sabha comes to an end on June 25; Karnataka

BJP has �elded its own leader for RS polls instead of the 93-year-old

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

Deve Gowda became
14th Chief Minister of
Karnataka in 1994
and 11th Prime
Minister in 1996
heading United Front

The nomination of M. Nag-
araja to the Rajya Sabha by
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) instead of �elding
former Prime Minister
H.D. Deve Gowda drew rid-
icule from the Congress on
Monday, with the party
terming the move “humi-
liation heaped upon the JD
(S) by the BJP”.

“The constant humilia-
tion heaped upon JD(S) by
the BJP and its leadership,
and its repeated accep-
tance by JD(S) State presi-
dent H.D. Kumaraswamy
merely sticking to a Minis-
terial chair at any cost is
highly astonishing and eye-
opening,” said Congress
general secretary in-charge
of Karnataka Randeep
Singh Surjewala in a post
on X. He added that the
Congress and its leader So-
nia Gandhi respected Mr.
Gowda’s status as former
Prime Minister and extend-
ed support to him in the
2020 Rajya Sabha elec-
tions. “If the JD(S) has self-
respect, it should walk out
of the alliance with the
BJP,” he said.

KPCC president B.K. Ha-
riprasad termed it an in-
sult, accusing the BJP of us-
ing and misusing the
former Prime Minister for
its bene�ts. “The Congress
helped him (Mr. Gowda)
get unanimously elected to
the Rajya Sabha. They
(BJP) have used the name
of Mr. Gowda for a long
time to get Bills passed in
Parliament and used him
for a political advantage.”

Congress
terms Deve
Gowda Rajya
Sabha snub
‘humiliation’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURUA special court for the trial

of Companies Act o�ences
in Kerala’s Kochi on Mon-
day allowed the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) to
obtain copies of docu-
ments collected by the Se-
rious Fraud Investigation
O�ce (SFIO) in connection
with the money laundering
case linked to the Cochin
Minerals and Rutile Limit-
ed (CMRL) pay-o� case.

Ernakulam Additional
District and Sessions Judge
V.P.M. Suresh Babu al-
lowed a petition �led by
the Enforcement Directo-
rate seeking copies of doc-
uments gathered by the
SFIO, which had investigat-
ed the alleged �ctitious ex-
penses submitted by the
CMRL before the Income
Tax Settlement
Commission.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate had on May 27 raid-
ed the residences of Kera-
la’s former Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan in Kannur
and Thiruvananthapuram
as part of the probe into
whether his daughter and
former IT consultant T.
Veena’s now-defunct �rm
Exalogic had received size-
able monthly retainers
from the CMRL, a private
mining company, during
the 2017-2021 period alleg-
edly without rendering any
tangible service.

The central agency had
reportedly sought 134 doc-
uments collected by the
SFIO during its probe into
the links between the
CMRL and Ms. Veena’s
�rm, which allegedly of-
fered IT consultancy to the

Kochi-based company. The
petition, �led on June 6,
came up for consideration
before the court on Mon-
day. The CMRL opposed
the plea stating that the
documents should not be
handed over to the Enfor-
cement Directorate with-
out hearing it. 

However, the court al-
lowed the petition after
hearing submissions from
the ED, SFIO, and CMRL.

‘Fraudulent operations’
The SFIO had informed the
court that Ms. Veena had
colluded with Sasidharan
Kartha, Chairman and Ma-
naging Director of the
CMRL, to “siphon o� ₹2.78
crore from the company,
misrepresenting the pay-
ments as IT consultancy
fee for services that were
not delivered.”

She played a pivotal role
in the fraudulent opera-
tions totalling ₹2.78 crore
from the CMRL under the
guise of IT consultancy ser-
vices, it said.

The SFIO had arraigned
her as the 11th accused in
the �nal complaint �led
before the Additional Ses-
sions Court-7, Ernakulam.

Kochi court allows ED
access to documents
in CMRL pay-o� case

Veena Vijayan

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Monsoon halt 

Strom prep: Fishermen moving a fishing boat through the ramp using a pick0up van at the Vizhinjam harbour in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala on

Monday. Owing to a heavy monsoon alert, fishermen in Kerala have been advised not to venture into the sea. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

For over one crore workers
in the unorganised sector,
May 21 was just another
mundane work day. Revi-
sion of minimum wages by
the Telangana State govern-
ment after a gap of two de-
cades had no impact on
their lives — no better, none
the worse.

Most of the workers in
the 73 listed �elds of em-
ployment are still earning
the same wages as before,
while a few might have ad-
ded up just a few hundreds
of rupees per month to
their payment.

While the government
may claim 25-37% increase
in the wages when com-

pared with the last time the
wages were revised, the
same is not re�ected in the
real wages calculated after
adding the variable dear-
ness allowance which is re-
vised from time to time.

For instance, the latest
monthly minimum wages
�xed for sanitation workers
are ₹16,000 in Zone-1,
₹15,000 in Zone-2 and
₹14,000 in Zone 3. The ac-
tual wages being earned af-
ter successive Variable
Dearness Allowance (VDA)
additions for the same em-
ployment, however, range
between ₹16,872 for Zone-3
to ₹17,332 for Zone-1. Major
metropolitan areas are ca-
tegorised as Zone-1.

What’s worse, the re-
vised wages are far lower

than the minimum wages
�xed by the Central govern-
ment. Devasani Biksha-
pathi, Secretary, Indian Na-
tional Trade Union
Congress (INTUC), Telanga-
na, calls the process of �x-
ing the minimum wages
“unscienti�c”.

“Of the 73 �elds of em-
ployment, workers in 34
�elds are facing severe in-
justice due to these wages,
which have come after
more than a decade of
wait,” he says. The Cabinet
sub-committee constituted
by the government to go
through the Telangana
State Minimum Wages Ad-
visory Board’s recommen-
dations should have held
wider consultations with
the stakeholders, he felt.

Telangana wage revision
brings little cheer to workers 
Swathi Vadlamudi
HYDERABAD

Justice Jobin Sebastian of a Single
Judge Bench of the Kerala High
Court on Monday recused him-
self from hearing a petition �led
by the survivor in the 2017 actor
rape case.

The petition sought to a re-in-
vestigation into the alleged un-
authorised access of a crucial
memory card containing videos
of the crime by some court o�-
cials. 

The judge reasoned that he
had served as the Registrar of the
district judiciary when the survi-
vor �led a complaint in this re-
gard on the administrative side
regarding unauthorised access
of a memory card while in judi-
cial custody during the trial
proceedings.

Judge recuses
from hearing plea
in actor rape case

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI
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