
Dar, who is also the foreign 
minister, exchanged informa-
tion about Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme with Rubio during 
their meeting in Washington 
on May 29.

“No such information was 
shared,” Andrabi said.

Dar’s  meeting 
with Rubio came 
during a brief  visit 
to Washington days 
after the Quad for-
e i g n  m i n i s t e r s ’ 

meeting in New Delhi. Fol-
lowing the talks, Rubio said 
the two sides agreed on the 
importance of  working to-
gether to further strengthen 
a meaningful partnership 
for better security and pros-
perity.  PTI

09 KOZHIKODE

Three members 
of the UK Royal Navy died in a helicopter 
crash during a training exercise
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 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny
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UK Prime Minister Keir  Starmer  |  AFP

LONDON

UK Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er accused US tech tycoon Elon 
Musk on Thursday of  “trying 
to whip up division” in Britain 
following anger over the police 
handling of  the murder of  a 
white student by a Sikh man.

The killing of  18-year-old 
Henry Nowak, who was hand-
cuffed as he lay dying after be-
ing stabbed in Southampton in 
December, has become highly 
politicised in the UK. 

His attacker, Vickrum 
Digwa, falsely told police that 
he was the victim and that 
Nowak had racially abused 
him.

Far-right figures have claimed 
the murder is evidence that po-
lice forces in Britain treat white 
people and ethnic minorities dif-
ferently — an allegation Starm-
er’s Labour government and po-
lice chiefs vehemently deny.

Musk posted multiple times 
on X about the stabbing, includ-
ing one asking whether police 
policy was “racist against 
Whites”. 

Musk offered to fund a private 
prosecution and criticised 
Hampshire Police over its han-
dling of  the murder.“We need to 
also assert who we are as a coun-
try, because Musk, again, has 
been interfering in our politics 
in the last few days, trying to 
whip up division. That is not 
who we are in Britain,” Starmer 
told reporters.

“In Britain, we are reasonable, 
tolerant people,” he added ahead 
of  a meeting with Nowak’s fam-
ily at his official Downing Street 
residence.  AFP

Starmer says 
Musk ‘trying  
to whip up 
division’ in UK

BEIRUT

HEZBOLLAH’s chief  on Thurs-
day rejected a conditional truce 
announced by Lebanese and Is-
raeli envoys, demanding in-
stead a comprehensive cease-
fire and full Israeli withdrawal 
as he threatened northern Is-
rael with new attacks.

Naim Qassem’s message 
came after Lebanese and Israe-
li representatives in the United 
States agreed to a conditional 
ceasefire that Lebanon’s presi-
dent called the “last chance” 
for a durable end to the fight-
ing. Lebanon was drawn into 
the wider West Asia war when 
Hezbollah attacked Israel to 
avenge the February 28 killing 
of  Iran’s supreme leader.

Hezbollah has rejected the 
Israel-Lebanon talks, and a pre-
vious ceasefire announced on 
April 17 has been breached dai-
ly, with Israeli troops deployed 
deep inside Lebanese territory 
and the Iran-backed militants 

continuing to attack Israel.
“The ceasefire must be com-

prehensive... without the Israeli 
enemy having the freedom to 
kill,” Qassem said Thursday, 
urging the government to halt 
“the farce and humiliation 
called direct talks” with Israel.

He also vowed that “as long 

as our villages are unsafe — be-
ing bombed, destroyed and our 
people killed — the settlements 
(north Israel) are unsafe”.

The speech followed new 
Israeli strikes on Lebanon 
and fresh threats against Bei-
rut by Israeli Defence Minis-
ter Israel Katz, who said that 

the army will “at this stage, 
continue its fire and ground 
operations... without the re-
turn of  the population, while 
continuing to dismantle ter-
rorist infrastructure”.

Israeli forces also retain the 
“freedom of  action, with 
American backing, to strike in 

Beirut in response to fire on 
Israeli communities and terri-
tory”, he added. 

Speaking on condition of  
anonymity, a Hezbollah official 
told AFP the group had in-
formed the Lebanese govern-
ment of  its rejection of  the 
truce agreement.

In south Lebanon, a United 
Nations peacekeeper was killed 
and two others were wounded, 
the UNIFIL force said, after a 
base was hit the previous night. 
Belgrade said the slain peace-
keeper was Serbian, with seven 
blue helmets now killed since 
the latest war erupted in 
March. Israel blamed Hezbol-
lah for his death.

Lebanon’s state-run Nation-
al News Agency (NNA) re-
ported strikes in more than 20 
locations in Lebanon’s south 
and east on Thursday, some 
causing casualties, including 
a couple and their daughter 
who were wounded in an at-
tack on their car. AFP

Israel court overturns 
ICRC prison visit ban
JERUSALEM: Israel’s Supreme 
Court has struck down a ban 
preventing International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
delegates from visiting Palestinian 
detainees, saying authorities failed 
to justify the restriction imposed 
after the October 7, 2023 Hamas 
attack. The ICRC welcomed the 
ruling and said it was ready to 
resume visits, stressing that access 
to detainees is required under 
international law. Israel had 
suspended visits, accusing the 
organisation of failing to secure 
access to hostages in Gaza.

EX-CIA AGENT SAYS PAK 
GAVE IRAN N-INFO TO U.S.

ISLAMABAD

FORMER Central Intelli-
gence Agency analyst Lar-
ry Johnson claimed that 
Pakistan Deputy Prime 
Minister Ishaq Dar shared 
information about Iran’s 
nuclear programme 
with US Secretary 
of  State Marco Ru-
bio during a recent 
meeting, a claim Is-
lamabad rejected 
on Thursday.

Johnson, quoting an un-
named source, claimed 
that Dar had a conversa-
tion with Rubio that “re-
vealed what Iran is pre-
pared to do to preserve its 
independence”, which al-
legedly “alarmed” the top 
US diplomat. Foreign Of-
fice spokesperson Tahir An-
drabi rejected reports that 

A Lebanese army bulldozer advances along the main road in the southern border 
village of Debbine as Israeli  military claims gradual withdrawal from village |  AFP

TEHRAN

IRAN’s supreme leader said 
Thursday that the United 
States and Israel had been 
dealt a “decisive blow” in the 
West Asia war, after the gov-
ernment reported “no tangible 
progress” in negotiations on 
ending the conflict.

Ayatollah Mojtaba Khame-
nei’s message, read out by a 
prayer leader at a ceremony 
marking the anniversary of  the 
death of  the Islamic republic’s 
founder, came after the US  
House of  Representatives passed 
a resolution seeking to halt 
American military action in 
Iran.

Weeks of  talks marked by 
threats and flare-ups of  violence 
have failed to secure a deal to 
end the war and reopen the 
Strait of  Hormuz, a key conduit 
for global energy flows. 

The US and Iran have sent di-
vergent messages, with Tehran 
insisting on steep conditions for 
progress, even as President Don-
ald Trump again voiced opti-
mism, telling reporters a deal 
“could happen...  over the 
weekend”.

In his message, Khamenei 
said his country’s enemies, af-
ter “facing a decisive blow”, 
were now “experiencing a deep-
ly meaningful and profound 
humiliation”. 

Khamenei has not been seen 
in public since being wounded 
in strikes that killed his father 
and predecessor Ali Khamenei 
in the opening salvo of  the US-
Israeli bombing campaign on 
February 28. Since 1989, Khame-
nei had addressed the annual 
June 4 commemoration of  Aya-
tollah Ruhollah Khomeini’s 
death.  AFP

Khamenei 
claims victory, 
says foes dealt 
‘decisive blow’

Hezbollah rejects truce, demands full Israeli withdrawal
Threatens fresh attacks as Israel reserves right to strike Beirut and continues ground operations with US backing

KUWAIT CITY

THE US House of  Representa-
tives has backed a resolution 
seeking to halt American mili-
tary action in Iran — a sym-
bolic move that deals a politi-
cal blow to US President 
Donald Trump as efforts to 
find a deal with Tehran 
stagnate.

Weeks of  complicated talks 
marked by sharp rhetoric and 
flare-ups of  violence have not 
managed to reach a deal to end 
the war and reopen the Strait 
of  Hormuz, which is essential 
to oil supplies. Washington 
and Tehran have sent diver-
gent message in recent days, 
with Iran saying on Wednes-
day “no tangible progress” was 
made, while Trump again 
voiced optimism by telling re-
porters at the White House “it 

could happen... over the 
weekend.”

But in the latest episode of  
violence, Kuwaiti officials said 
renewed hostilities on Wednes-
day included an Iranian drone 
strike on a passenger terminal 
at Kuwait international air-
port that killed one person and 
wounded 63. In the wake of  the 
flare-ups, four lawmakers 
from Trump’s Republican par-
ty joined Democrats on 
Wednesday to vote 215-208 in 
favour of  the public rebuke.

The resolution was largely 
symbolic, as the US president 
can veto the measure if  it gains 
Senate approval. “This is a 
loud and unambiguous mes-
sage to Donald Trump on be-
half  of  the American people: 
it’s time to end his deeply un-
popular and illegal war of  
choice in Iran,” Democrats 

posted on X.
At a congressional hearing, 

US Secretary of  State Marco 
Rubio said Iran’s highly en-
riched uranium stockpiles 
were at the centre of  discus-
sions with Tehran. Washing-
ton insists Tehran must turn 
over its near-weapons-grade 
enriched uranium, agree to 
curb its nuclear activities and 
re-open the Strait of  Hormuz, 
the key shipping channel for 
Gulf  oil and gas, for any peace 
agreement to take hold.

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi said lines of  
communication with the Unit-
ed States were still open but 
warned that any Israeli attack 
on the Lebanese capital Beirut 
as part of  its campaign against 
Iran-backed Hezbollah would 
trigger a “full-scale resump-
tion” of  the conflict. AFP

US House votes to box in Trump on 
further military action in Iran war

New Zealand 
lawmakers barred 
from China over 
their Taiwan visit
WELLINGTON: China has 
banned four New Zealand 
lawmakers from travelling 
to China, Hong Kong and 
Macau for a year after they 
visited Taiwan on a 
parliamentary trip, 
according to messages 
conveyed through 
parliamentary officials. 
Beijing also demanded an 
apology and said the ban 
could be lifted if the 
lawmakers complied. China 
confirmed the sanctions, 
saying those who crossed 
the “red line” on Taiwan 
must “pay the price”. Two 
lawmakers rejected the 
demand, while New Zealand 
said it would raise concerns 
with Beijing. Foreign 
Minister Winston Peters’ 
office said the visit was 
consistent with Wellington’s 
One China policy. Australia 
also criticised the move, 
saying pressure on 
parliamentarians was 
inappropriate.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Illegal care home fire kills  
12 in Sri Lanka; owner held
COLOMBO: The owner of an illegally 
operated care home in Sri Lanka was 
remanded in custody Thursday, a day 
after a fire killed 12 residents and 
injured six others, officials said. Isuru 
Anushka, of the Maupiya Sewana 
home, was ordered to be held until 
June 11 as investigations opened into 
Wednesday’s fire, one of the deadliest 
on the island for decades. A 
magisterial inquiry into the incident 
was told by officials that the facility 
was not authorised to operate as a 
care home and had not met the 
minimum standards set by regulators. 
“Police have been ordered to 
investigate violations of regulations 
governing the care of the elderly,” an 
officer told reporters following a 
preliminary court hearing. The inquiry 
was also told that 11 residents of the 
home were burnt to death at the 
home, while the 12th victim succumbed 
to severe burns at a local hospital.

Kim unveils nuclear fuel facility, pledges expansion of plant
SEOUL: North Korea on Thursday unveiled a new facility to produce nuclear bomb fuels, 
with leader Kim Jong Un announcing plans to bolster the country’s nuclear forces “at an 
exponential rate.” Some experts still question whether North Korea has functioning 
nuclear missiles that can reach the US mainland. But the nuclear plant’s disclosure 
implies that Kim is eager to cement his country’s status as a nuclear power and has no 
intentions of placing his bomb program on a negotiating table.

GOVT. OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: KEONJHAR
eMail : se_nerwkjr@rediffmail.com

eProcurement Notice for Bridge Works under SBY
Bid Identification No. NCB-06 / RWCKJR / 2026-27

No. 2749    / Date: 30.05.2026 /
1. Name of the work :- Construction of 04 no. bridges under SBY in the District of Keonjhar.
2. No. of work :- 04 (Four) Nos.
3. Estimated Cost :- As per Annexure in NIT.
4. Class of contractor (Eligible) :- As per Annexure in NIT.
5. Period of completion :- As per Annexure in NIT.
6. Other details :-

Procurement Officer
Bid lden-
tification 

No.

Availability of tender On-Iine 
for bidding

Last Date & 
Time of seek-

ing Tender 
Clarification

Date & Time of Opening of 
Tender in O/O C.C.E.R.W. 

Circle, Keonjhar
From To Technical Bid Financial Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construction 

Engineer, Rural Works 
Circle, Keonjhar

NCB-06/
RWCKJR/ 
2026-27

Dt.08.06.26 
at 11.00 

A.M.

Dt.22.06.26 
upto 5.00 

P.M.
Dt.20.06.26 

up to 5.00 P.M.
Dt.23.06.26 

at 11.00 A.M.
Will be 

intimated 
later
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OIPR- 25001/25177/1/26-27/0007 Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, R.W. Circle, Keonjhar

25001/295/2627


