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Unprecedented Progress in Women, Child and Tribal Welfare 
Sectors in the Last Two Years: Minister Gummidi Sandhya Rani
The South India Times,
Visakhapatnam : State 
Minister for Women 
Development, Child 
Welfare and Tribal 
Welfare Gummidi 
Sandhya Rani stated that 
under the leadership of 
Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu and 
with the support of Deputy 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Kalyan, the State 
Government has accorded 
the highest priority to the 
welfare of women, chil-
dren and tribal communi-
ties, implementing welfare 
and developmental pro-
grammes on an unprece-
dented scale over the past 
two years. The Minister 
said that welfare is not 
merely about providing 
financial assistance, but 
ensuring safety for every 
woman, nutritional sup-
port for every child, devel-
opment opportunities for 
every tribal family and 
quality education for 
every student.

She stated that through 
56,746 Anganwadi Centres 
across the State, nutrition-
al support, healthcare ser-
vices and pre-primary edu-
cation are being provided 
to pregnant women, lactat-
ing mothers and children. 
Nearly 20 lakh beneficia-
ries are availing these ser-
vices. Strengthening the 
Anganwadi system, the 
Government has recruited 
5,389 teachers and 5,287 

helpers, creating employ-
ment opportunities for 
more than 11,000 people, 
she said. To improve infra-
structure in Anganwadi 
centres, facilities such as 
drinking water supply, RO 
plants, sanitation ameni-
ties and cooking equip-
ment have been provided 
with an expenditure of 
Rs.100 crore, the Minister 
explained. She further 
stated that the services 
offered through 
Anganwadi centres have 
been digitised by distribut-
ing 5G smartphones to 
Anganwadi staff at a cost 
of Rs.72 crore. Emphasising 
the Government's commit-

ment to women's safety, the 
Minister said that One Stop 
Centres have been estab-
lished in all 26 districts of 
the State, providing legal, 

medical, psychological and 
police assistance under one 
roof. She revealed that 3,393 
child marriages had been 
prevented during the last 
two years. In the tribal wel-
fare sector, the Minister 
stated that quality educa-
tion is being imparted to 
thousands of students 
through 2,715 educational 
institutions across the 
State. Necessary infrastruc-
ture, nutritious food and 
stationery are being pro-
vided to students residing 
in hostels and Ashram 
schools. 

Visakhapatnam (TSIT): 
Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu met Singapore 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Vivian Balakrishnan and 
held extensive discussions 
on strategic partnership 
opportunities between 
Andhra Pradesh and 
Singapore. During the near-
ly 30-minute meeting, sever-
al key issues, including state 
development, investments, 
air connectivity, green ener-
gy and the establishment of 
data centres, were discussed.

On the occasion, Chief 
Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu briefed the Singapore 
Foreign Minister on the 
development plans for the 
Amaravati Capital City 
Project. He stated that the 
Government was taking spe-
cial measures to transform 
Amaravati into a "Quantum 
Valley." The Chief Minister 
noted that Andhra Pradesh 
was emerging as one of the 
leading states in the country 
in both the manufacturing 
and services sectors. He fur-
ther explained that the State 
possesses vast land resourc-
es required for industrial 
development, while also hav-
ing an abundant pool of 
skilled human resources to 
support the growth of the 
services  sector . 
Chandrababu Naidu high-
lighted Andhra Pradesh's 
growing role in the produc-
tion of green energy, green 

ammonia and green hydro-
gen.The Chief Minister 
pointed out that the State's 
extensive coastline and stra-
tegically located ports offer 
significant advantages for 
cargo transportation and 
international trade. 

He informed the 
Singapore Foreign Minister 
that the data centre ecosys-
tem was expanding rapidly 
in regions such as 
Visakhapatnam, with 
undersea cable connectivity 
linking data services with 
countries across the globe. 
Chandrababu Naidu also 
informed Vivian 
Balakrishnan about the 

proposed establishment of a 
major steel plant by global 
steel giant ArcelorMittal in 
North Andhra Pradesh. The 
two leaders further dis-
cussed the expansion of air 
services between Andhra 
Pradesh and Singapore, 
including the possibility of 
providing direct flight con-
nectivity to various air-
ports in the State.

State Minister P. 
Narayana, Shilpak Ambule, 
High Commissioner of 
India to Singapore, and 
other senior officials par-
ticipated in the meeting. 
Following the discussions, 
Singapore Foreign Minister 

Vivian Balakrishnan pre-
sented Chief Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu with a 
copy of the book titled 
"Fifty Secrets of Singapore's 
Success," which highlights 
the factors behind 
Singapore's remarkable 
development journey. 
Officials expressed the 
view that the meeting 
would further strengthen 
bilateral relations between 
Andhra Pradesh and 
Singapore and provide 
fresh momentum for 
future investment oppor-
tunities and development 
partnerships between the 
two sides.

Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu Meets 
Singapore Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan

THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES,
VISAKHAPATNAM: The foundation 
stone for the Road Over Bridge 
(ROB) proposed at Mangalagiri 
under the Guntur Railway 
Division will be laid on June 
17, 2026 (Wednesday). The ROB 
will be constructed in place of 
Level Crossing No.14 at 
Mangalagiri. Dr. Pemmasani 
Chandra Sekhar, Hon'ble 
Union Minister of State for 
Rural Development and 
Communications, Government 
of India, and Shri Nara Lokesh, 
Hon'ble Minister for Human 
Resources Development, 
Information Technology, 
Electronics, Communications 
and RTG, Government of 
Andhra Pradesh, will partici-
pate in the programme as chief 
guests and lay the foundation 
stone. The event will also be 
attended by Shri Kandula 
Durgesh, Hon'ble Minister for 
Tourism, Culture and 
Cinematography and Guntur 
District In-charge Minister, 
Shri Nadendla Manohar, 
Hon'ble Minister for Food and 
Civil Supplies and Consumer 

Affairs, along with several 
public representatives and 
senior railway officials.

Level Crossing No.14, 
located on the Namburu–
Mangalagiri main railway 
route in Guntur Division, is 
popularly known as the 
Mangalagiri Gate. A large 
number of motorists travel-
ling between Mangalagiri 
and Amaravati use this route, 
leading to frequent traffic 
congestion. To facilitate has-
sle-free movement for the 
public and to ensure uninter-
rupted road and rail transpor-
tation, a Road Over Bridge 
will be constructed at this 
level crossing at an estimated 
cost of Rs.142 crore, entirely 
funded by the Railway 
Department. Upon comple-
tion of the ROB, both road 
and rail transportation are 
expected to become signifi-
cantly smoother. The project 
will provide seamless connec-
tivity to the State Capital, 
Amaravati. The travel dis-
tance and time between 
Mangalagiri and Amaravati 
are expected to reduce consid-
erably, and the project is also 
anticipated to contribute to 
the region's social and eco-
nomic development, railway 
officials said. The Road Over 
Bridge, which is set to become 
a crucial infrastructure proj-
ect for the development of the 
State Capital Region, will not 
only enhance public trans-
portation facilities but also 
strengthen infrastructure to 
meet future requirements.

Foundation Stone to be Laid for Rs.142-Crore Road 
Over Bridge at Mangalagiri on June 17


