
Six
Georgians tried in France over 
theft of rare Russian books

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY
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SUGIONO VOWS 
SUPPORT FOR 

MYANMAR PEACE 
Foreign Minister Sugiono 

reaffirmed support for an inclusive 
and sustainable peace process 

during talks with Myanmar leader 
Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyidaw on 
Tuesday. He conveyed a message 

from President Prabowo Subianto 
and said dialogue was key to 

ending the conflict peacefully. He 
also stressed implementation of 

ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus and 
pledged to work with all 

stakeholders. Sugiono later held 
talks with Foreign Minister U Tin 

Maung Swe, exploring cooperation 
in economic, educational and 

people-to-people sectors. The visit 
followed similar missions by 

regional counterparts recently.

DUBAI

A drone boat rescued the crew 
of  a US Army attack helicopter 
that crashed early on Tuesday 
near the Strait of  Hormuz, the 
strategic waterway that Iran 
has effectively closed during 
its war with the US and Israel, 
a US military official said.

It was the first known drone 
rescue at sea by the US military, 
said Capt Tim Hawkins, a 
spokesman for US Central Com-
mand. He said the unmanned 
boat located the two aviators 
and brought them to shore after 
they spent about two hours in 
the water. Military officials have 
not said what caused the Apache 
helicopter to go down. A mili-
tary news release said the crash 
is under investigation.

US President Donald Trump 
acknowledged the crash while 
speaking to journalists in New 
York on Monday night.

“The pilots are fine. Yeah,” 
Trump said. “Nobody injured.” 
The crash happened about 3.30 
am local time on Tuesday off  the 
coast of  Oman while the helicop-
ter was on a patrol, US Central 
Command said. The drone used 
to perform the rescue was a 24-
foot vessel called a Corsair, 
Hawkins said. It’s manufactured 
by Saronic Technologies. The 
drone was assigned to the Navy’s 
Task Force 59, established in 2021 
as the Navy’s first uncrewed and 
artificial intelligence unit that fo-
cuses on maritime security in the 
West Asia, including the Strait of  
Hormuz and the Suez Canal.  AP

Drone rescue 
after Hormuz 
crash; Trump 
says crew safe

FRANCE BARS ISRAELI MINISTER SMOTRICH
PARIS: France on Tuesday banned Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich from entering the country, accusing 

him of promoting West Bank annexation and the “re-colonisation” of Gaza. Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot also 
announced sanctions on four settler leaders and 21 violent settlers, coordinated with Britain, Canada, Australia, 

New Zealand and Norway. Smotrich is the second Israeli minister barred by France after National Security Minister 
Itamar Ben Gvir. Ireland, Spain and Slovenia have also imposed similar restrictions in recent months.

TYRE

LEBANON’s health ministry 
said an Israeli airstrike on Tyre 
killed at least eight people on 
Tuesday, with the Israeli mili-
tary warning the entire city to 
evacuate shortly after the 
strike. Lebanon’s state-run Na-
tional News Agency (NNA) re-
ported raids on more than a 
dozen other locations across 
the country’s south, as Israel 
pressed on with its war against 
the militant group Hezbollah.

It is acting despite a warn-
ing the day before from Iran 
that it would resume attacking 
Israel if  it continued striking 
its neighbour. Tehran insists 
that Lebanon must be part of  
any deal to end the wider West 
Asia war, which Hezbollah 
dragged Lebanon into on 
March 2 by attacking Israel in 
support of  its backer Iran.

An AFP correspondent saw 
residents of  Tyre, including 
from the Christian quarter, 
fleeing and heavy traffic head-
ing north after the Israeli warn-
ing. Another corre-
spondent  in  the 
coastal city of  Sidon, 
further north, saw 
displaced people ar-
riving from Tyre, 
some with belongings 
hastily strapped to 
the roof  of  their cars.

Israel has repeatedly struck 
the city of  Tyre since the lat-
est war erupted with Hezbol-
lah, following the militants’ 
rocket fire at Israel on March 

2 to avenge the killing of  Iran’s 
supreme leader.

But until Tuesday, Tyre’s 
Christian quarter in the Old 
City — a small, picturesque area 
where displaced people had also 
sought refuge — had been 
spared Israeli evacuation warn-
ings targeting the rest of  the 

city in the ongoing 
war. “Urgent warning 
to the residents of  the 
city of  Tyre, includ-
ing the Christian 
quar ter,  and the 
camps and surround-
ing neighbourhoods,” 

the Israeli army warning on X 
read, referring to several Pales-
tinian refugee camps in the 
area. “For your safety, we ask 
you to immediately evacuate 
your homes... and move north 

of  the Zahrani River.”
The Zahrani river is around 

30 kilometres north of  Tyre. 
The Israeli army last month de-
clared all areas south of  the 
river “combat zones”.

The NNA reported an Israeli 
strike on Tyre’s outskirts be-
fore the evacuation notice was 
issued, and further strikes on 
the city later in the day after 
the warning. The health minis-
try said the pre-warning strike 
killed at least eight people and 
wounded 32 others, with rescu-
ers still searching rubble for 
survivours. Hezbollah, the only 
Lebanese group that refused to 
surrender its arsenal after a 
civil war ended in 1990, has 
also kept up its attacks on Is-
raeli troops who have invaded 
south Lebanon. AFP

Israel expands Lebanon offensive, 
orders residents out of Tyre region
Tehran warns of renewed attacks if strikes continue; 8 killed in Tyre raid

Smoke and debris rise following an Israeli  airstrike in Tyre  |  AP

Xi caps rare North Korea 
trip with display of unity
SEOUL

CHINESE President Xi Jin-
ping returned home on Tues-
day following a rare trip to 
North Korea that included a 
bilateral meeting and public 
appearances with leader Kim 
Jong Un underscoring a joint 
push to reestablish the alliance 
between their countries.

Xi Jinping flew to the capital 
Pyongyang on Monday in his 
first visit there in seven years. 
During their summit later in 
the day, Xi expressed China’s 
willingness to expand coopera-
tion in a wide range of  areas 
including trade, agriculture, 
construction and technology, 
while Kim said the two coun-
tries will maintain their friend-
ship as “the most important 
top-priority strategic work,” ac-
cording to Chinese and North 
Korean state media reports.

Xi Jinping and Kim Jong Un 
on Tuesday visited a North Ko-
rea-China friendship tower 
honoring Chinese soldiers who 
fought alongside North Korea 
during the 1950-53 Korean War. 

They stressed the importance 
of  carrying forward the coun-
tries’ traditional friendship 
and spirit of  resistance against 
the United States, Chinese state 
media reported.

The leaders, who last met in 
Beijing in September, also 
toured a ruling Workers’ Party 
training school and planted a 
fir tree symbolising bilateral 
ties. Xi later attended a lunch-
eon and farewell ceremony be-
fore returning to Beijing, Chi-
nese state media said.

Experts say Xi sought to re-
store China’s sway over North 
Korea as Kim sought benefits in 
return. State media highlighted 
deeper ties and Kim’s backing 
of  Beijing’s Taiwan stance. AP

China protests 
expanded US firms 
blacklist
BEIJING: China condemned 
the US decision to blacklist 
dozens of Chinese firms, 
including tech giants
Alibaba and Baidu, accusing 
Washington of abusing 
national security to suppress 
Chinese companies. Beijing 
warned it would take steps 
to protect their interests. 
The Pentagon added 80 
firms and subsidiaries to a 
list of companies it says aid 
the Chinese military. 
Alibaba, Baidu and electric 
vehicle maker BYD denied 
any links and called the 
move unjustified.

NEPAL REINSTATES INTERIOR  
MIN CLEARED BY GRAFT PROBE

KATHMANDU: Nepal’s Interior Minister Sudan Gurung 
was reinstated on Tuesday after being cleared in a probe 

into his finances. Gurung, a key figure in the 2025 anti-
corruption protests, stepped down in April to allow a 
“fair investigation” into allegations over undisclosed 

investments. Prime Minister Balendra Shah reappointed 
him after a government panel submitted its report. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

A S I A  M A T T E R S

WASHINGTON

US lawmakers, state attorneys 
general and Indian diaspora or-
ganisations welcomed a federal 
court order striking down Don-
ald Trump’s USD 100,000 fee on 
new H-1B visa applications, say-
ing the move would ease staff-
ing shortages in healthcare and 
education and restore fairness 
to the immigration system. The 
reaction came after US District 
Judge Leo Sorokin struck down 
the fee, ruling that the policy 
imposed a “tax” on H-1B peti-
tions without the requisite del-
egation by Congress.

Sorokin sided with Califor-
nia and 19 other states, con-
cluding that the executive 
branch exceeded its authority 
and violated the Administra-
tive Procedure Act. The ad-
ministration had announced 
the much-higher fee as a way 
of  preventing foreign workers 
from taking American jobs.

Republican Senator Lisa 

Murkowski said school dis-
tricts in rural Alaska relied on 
the H-1B programme to bring 
quality teachers to their com-
munities, while Republican 
Congressman Mike Lawler 
said he was pushing legisla-
tion to exempt healthcare 
workers from the fee. 

Democratic lawmakers Don 

Beyer and Sanford Bishop Jr 
welcomed the ruling, saying 
the charge would have wors-
ened staffing shortages and dis-
couraged skilled workers from
coming to the United States.

California Attorney General 
Rob Bonta, who led the multi-
state coalition that filed the 
lawsuit, said “this tax” was an 
attack on America’s ability to 
attract and retain high-skilled 
talent. Massachusetts Attor-
ney General Andrea Joy Camp-
bell said the decision would 
help address labour shortages 
in education, healthcare and 
medical research.

Indian diaspora groups also 
welcomed the order. The Foun-
dation for India and Indian Di-
aspora Studies said the ruling 
preserved the US’s competitive 
advantage in innovation and 
research, while Indiaspora said 
stakeholders would “heave a 
sigh of  relief ”, though it cau-
tioned that procedural hurdles 
could still emerge. AFP

TRUMP SLAMS RULING
Donald Trump criticised the 

court order, saying judges were 
“giving us a very hard time” and 
hurting the country. Speaking in 

New York after watching the 
NBA Finals, Trump called the 

judges “really crazy”. The White 
House signalled it would 
challenge the ruling in an 

appeals court, with 
spokesperson Taylor Rogers 

saying the H-1B programme had 
been abused for decades and 

expressing confidence that the 
order would be reversed.

Cheers as court axes Don’s 
$1L H-1B fee, labels it a ‘tax’


