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The Kerala High Court has
been conferred the Gold
Award at the National e-Go-
vernance Awards, 2026,
for its District Court Case
Management System
(DCMS), an innovative digi-
tal platform developed by
the by its IT Directorate.

DCMS received the Gold
Award in the category “In-
novation by Use of AI and
Other New Age Technolo-
gies for Providing Citizen-
centric Services (State and
State PSUs)” from among
104 entries. The award is
scheduled to be presented
during the 29th National
Conference on e-Gover-
nance, to be held on July 1
and 2 in Jaipur, Rajasthan.
The Kerala High Court is
the only High Court in the
country to have deployed

district judiciary case man-
agement software deve-
loped entirely by its in-
house technical team.

Instituted by the Depart-
ment of Administrative Re-
forms and Public Grievanc-
es, the National
e-Governance Awards re-
present the Government of
India’s highest recognition
for outstanding achieve-
ments in e-Governance,
digital transformation, and
technology-enabled public
service delivery.

DCMS is a comprehen-
sive end-to-end digital plat-
form implemented across
the district judiciary in Ker-
ala and the courts in the
Union Territory of Laksh-
adweep to advance a pa-
perless judicial ecosystem.
The platform manages the
complete lifecycle of cases,
from �ling to disposal and
beyond. 

HC wins national
e-governance award
The Hindu Bureau
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Poet, writer and academic
A.C. Sreehari passed away
following a heart attack on
Friday night. He was 56. A
former head of the Depart-
ment of English at Payya-
nur College, he had retired
from service on April 30.

A prominent voice in
contemporary Malayalam
literature, several of his
poems are part of universi-
ty curricula across Kerala.
His notable works include
Yuva Kavithakkoottam
(1999) and Kavithayude
Noottandu (2001), both of

which earned wide recog-
nition among readers and
scholars. 

He is survived by his
wife, Sangeetha K., and
son, A.C. Sreeharshan. 

Leader of the Opposi-
tion Pinarayi Vijayan con-
doled the death.

Poet A.C. Sreehari passes away
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Minister for Education N.
Samsudheen has said that
the mandatory Aadhaar
card-based headcount of
students on the sixth work-
ing day of every academic
year, which has led to de-
nial of admission especially
for migrant children, will
be revisited and alternative
measures explored.

He was responding to a
report in The Hindu on
how many migrant chil-
dren in Ernakulam district

were denied admission for
want of Aadhaar cards at
the start of this academic
year. Of the 126 migrant
children identi�ed by the
Centre for Migration and
Inclusive Development
(CMID), mostly from Assam
and West Bengal and set-

tled in migrant-dense areas
such as Perumbavur, Mu-
vattupuzha, and Kotha-
mangalam, 88 were denied
admission in this manner.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr. Samsudheen said simi-
lar incidents had come to
the notice of the Education
department from other dis-
tricts as well. “The norm
making Aadhaar card man-
datory was not set by this
government. It was en-
forced as a possible solu-
tion to prevent the same
children being enrolled in
di�erent schools to in�ate
student numbers. We will
revisit it and explore alter-
native ways,” he said. CMID

has also written to Chief Mi-
nister V.D. Satheesan de-
manding relaxation of the
Aadhaar-based norm in the
case of migrant children,
citing The Hindu report
and the directive of the Er-
nakulam Deputy Director
of Education to Assistant
Educational O�cers in its
wake to ensure that no stu-
dent is denied admission
for want of Aadhaar, as it
violates the Right of Chil-
dren to Free and Compul-
sory Education Act. The
absence of a Unique Identi-
�cation (UID) number also
renders them ineligible for
bene�ts such as free text-
books and uniforms.

Minister signals rethink on Aadhaar rule
after migrant children denied admission
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The police probing the al-
leged assault on two young
women at Kaloor have ta-
ken into custody the prime
accused in the case, Ali Ak-
bar, a native of Palakkad.
He was nabbed by a team
of the Kochi City police, re-
portedly from a hideout at
Cherpulassery in Palakkad
district, on Saturday.

With this, the police
have arrested four accused
in the case, while six oth-
ers remain absconding.
The alleged assault took
place around 4.30 a.m. on
June 2 on Chakkalapadam
Road in Kaloor.

Assault on
women: key
accused held
The Hindu Bureau
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State Higher Education Mi-
nister Roji M. John, who
has been given charge of
Ernakulam district, said
the United Democratic
Front (UDF) government
would pay special attention
to the district’s overall de-
velopment. He said the go-
vernment would identify
the district’s development
requirements and expedite
key infrastructure projects.

Addressing the media at
the Ernakulam Press Club,
the Minister said the exten-
sion of the Kochi Metro
would be among the go-
vernment’s top priorities.

Work on Kochi metro
Phase II, connecting JLN
Stadium and Infopark, is
currently under way, and
steps have begun to pre-
pare the detailed project
report (DPR) for Phase III,
which proposes extending
the corridor to Angamaly. 

The Minister blamed the
previous Left Democratic
Front (LDF) government
for failing to realise the pro-
posed GIFT City project in
Kochi, which has remained
under discussion for more
than six years.

“The UDF government
would initiate fresh steps to
secure the necessary ap-
provals from the Centre
and move the project for-
ward,” he said.

The Minister also high-
lighted the long-pending
Angamaly-Kundannoor By-
pass project. He said the
government had already in-
itiated preliminary proce-
dures to take the project
forward. 

‘Metro
extension,
GIFT City
among govt’s
top priorities’
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Salim Kumar — the actor
who later ventured into
writing and directing — has
had a roller-coaster career.
Few actors would have en-
dured the ignominy of be-
ing unceremoniously
dropped from a �lm for
their supposed lack of act-
ing prowess early in their
career, only to later win
both the National Film
Award and the Kerala State
Film Award for Best Actor
in the same year, a little ov-
er a decade later.

The humiliation came in
1997, a year after his debut,
when he was cast in a �lm
by a prominent director.
After a day’s shooting, Sa-
lim Kumar was sent back
on a train by a production
executive without even be-
ing told he had been re-
placed. He would later re-
call how he was mocked by
many when he returned
empty-handed after leav-
ing for the shoot with
much fanfare.

Redemption arrived 14
years later when he bagged
twin honours for Salim Ah-
med’s critically ac-
claimed Adaminte Makan
Abu in 2010. He had alrea-
dy demonstrated his range
beyond humour and slap-
stick �ve years earlier, win-
ning the Kerala State
Award for Best Second Ac-

tor for his moving por-
trayal of Samuel, the father
of a rape victim, in Lal
Jose’s Achanurangatha
Veedu, inspired by the Soo-
ryanelli rape case.

Purple patch
Since his debut in a small
role in Ishtamaanu Nooru
Vattam (1996), Salim Ku-
mar has acted in over 250
�lms. Ra�–Mecartin’s
blockbuster Thenkasipat-
tanam (2000) turned out
to be his breakthrough and
he hit a purple patch in the
ensuing decade. Sha�’s Ka-
lyanaraman (2002) was
followed by the golden
year of the career in 2003
when a string of hits inclu-
ding CID Moosa, Thilak-
kam, Pulivaal Kalyanam,
and Kilichundan Mambaz-
ham hit the box-o�ce.

Though 2004 was lean
with only three releases,
he struck gold with Chath-
ikkatha Chanthu, where
his antics as Dance Master
Vikram had theatres erupt-
ing in laughter. Rajakannu

in Thommanum Makka-
lum (2005) and the iconic
Kannan Sranku in Sha-
�’s Mayavi (2007) sealed
his status as the reigning
comedy star. Other than
the legendary Jagathy Sree-
kumar, few tickled the Ma-
layali audience’s funny
bone as much as Salim Ku-
mar did during his golden
phase. In this he was ably
supported by writer-direc-
tors such as Ra�-Mecartin
and Sha�, who by their
own admission, often
simply wrote Salim Kumar
in the script for his scenes
with almost a blind faith in
his humour instincts. He
also shared an e�ortless
on-screen rapport with ac-
tors Harisree Ashokan, the
late Cochin Haneefa and
Dileep. .

In 2017, Salim Kumar
turned to writing and di-
recting with Karutha Jooth-
an, which won the State
Award for Best Story. He
donned the director’s hat
again a year later for the
Jayaram-starrer Daivame
Kaithozham K. Kumaraka-
nam, which unfortunately
�opped at the box o�ce.
Thereafter, his proli�c ca-
reer hit roadblocks as his
health deteriorated. In the
seven years since 2020, he
has acted in just 22 �lms.
His memoir, Eeswara Vaz-
hakkillallo, published in
2023, only rea�rmed his
mastery over humour.

From ignominy to
national acclaim

Salim Kumar. R.K. NITHIN

Dropped from a �lm in 1997 for his ‘lack of acting prowess’, Salim Kumar

earned the National Film Award 13 years later for Adaminte Makan Abu
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