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Ladakh has witnessed a his-
toric surge in tourist arrivals 
this year, recording a growth 
of more than 43 per cent dur-
ing the first five months of 
2026, a development that 
authorities attributed to im-
proved infrastructure, better 
connectivity and sustained 
efforts to promote the Union 
Territory as a premier tour-

ism destination. 
Known as the "cold de-

sert", Ladakh remains one of 
India's most sought-after 
tourist destinations, famed 
for its dramatic landscapes, 
pristine lakes, ancient mon-
asteries and adventure tour-
ism. The region is often cut 
off from the rest of the 
country during the winter 
months due to heavy snowfall 
that blocks the Srinagar-Leh 
and Manali-Leh highways. 

Biswajeet Banerjee 
DEHRADUN 

A total of 152 pilgrims have died 
during the first 47 days of the 
Char Dham Yatra in Uttarak-
hand, with cardiac arrest 
emerging as the leading cause 
among health-related fatalities, 
according to official data. 

The deaths, recorded be-
tween the commencement of 
the annual pilgrimage on April 
19 and June 4, include both 
medical emergencies and acci-
dents. Health officials said a ma-
jority of those who died 
suffered from pre-existing ill-
nesses, while many were 
elderly pilgrims undertaking 
the arduous high-altitude jour-

ney. 
Data from the State Emerg-

ency Operation Centre showed 
that the highest number of 
deaths, 74, occurred on the Ke-
darnath pilgrimage route. The 
Badrinath route accounted for 
44 deaths, followed by 19 on the 
Yamunotri route and 15 on the 
Gangotri route. 

Nearly 30 lakh devotees have 
undertaken the pilgrimage so 
far, with 29,92,272 pilgrims visit-
ing the four Himalayan shrines 
during the period. Kedarnath 
has attracted the largest 
number of pilgrims at 10,88,041, 
followed by Badrinath with 
8,88,379 visitors. Gangotri and 
Yamunotri have recorded com-
paratively lower footfall. 

Delhi hotel fire: 
5 successfully 
weaned off 
ventilators 
One remains on 
life support  
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

Five patients injured in the 
Delhi hotel fire and under-
going treatment at Max Hos-
pital's Saket complex were 
successfully taken off ventila-
tor support on Saturday, while 
one patient remains on life 
support, the hospital said. 

According to the hospital, 
all five patients who were 
weaned off ventilators are 
stable and showing signs of 
improvement. 

A total of 15 patients are 
currently admitted at the hos-
pital, including 13 inter-
national patients affected by 
the fire incident in Delhi's 
Malviya Nagar. 

IANS 
BENGALURU 

Minister for Water Resources 
Ramalinga Reddy has with-
drawn his resignation from 
the ministry and will continue 
as a loyal soldier of the party 
and as a minister, AICC Gen-
eral Secretary and Karnataka 
in-charge Randeep Singh Sur-
jewala announced on Satur-
day.  

It may be recalled that Ra-
malinga Reddy on Friday had 
announced his resignation 
from the state Cabinet, alleg-

ing that Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar had gone back on 
an assurance regarding the al-
location of the Bengaluru 
Urban portfolio. 

Speaking to reporters in 
Bengaluru after meeting Min-
ister Reddy, Surjewala said: 
“Since yesterday, BJP and a 
section of the media broke the 
news of the announcement of 
resignation by our Minister 
Ramalinga Reddy. Reddy has 
worked with Congress State 
President B.K. Hariprasad for 
years, since their formative 
years.” 

2nd natural gas 
discovery by 
OIL in Andaman 
offshore  
PTI 
SRI VIJAYA PURAM 

State-run Oil India Ltd has 
made its second natural gas 
discovery in the Andaman 
offshore region, reinforcing 
hopes that the frontier basin 
could emerge as a signifi-
cant hydrocarbon-produc-
ing area in the coming years. 

The latest discovery was 
made at the Vijayapuram-3 
exploratory well, located 
about 15 kilometres off the 
east coast of the Andaman 
Islands in a water depth of 
355 metres, Union Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Min-
ister Hardeep Singh Puri 
said on Friday. 

It marks the second suc-
cessful gas-bearing well 
drilled by OIL in the block, 
following the natural gas find 
at Vijayapuram-2 in Septem-
ber 2025. 

Of the three exploratory 
wells drilled so far under 
the company's ongoing An-
daman exploration cam-
paign, two have now 
confirmed the presence of 
hydrocarbons, substantially 
improving the basin's ex-
ploration outlook, the com-
pany said. 

PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court has said 
that an accused cannot be de-
nied access to documents 
forming part of the charge-
sheet as withholding them 
could seriously prejudice their 
right to a fair trial. 

The observations came 
from a bench of Jus-
tices J K Maheshwari 
and A S Chandur-
kar, which directed 
that a typed copy 
of some "highly 
c o n f i de n t i a l " 
documents be 
provided to re-
tired Major 

General V K Singh, who is 
facing prosecution in a case 
lodged in 2007 under the 
provisions of the Official Se-
crets Act, 1923. 

The bench noted it was not 
the CBI's case that documents 
sought by Singh, who was also a 
former RAW official, were not 
relevant for the purpose of trial, 

and the only objection taken 
by the prosecution was 

that they were "highly 
confidential for the 
purpose of national 

security" and if its 
copies were supplied, 

there were chances 
that those may 

come out in the 
public domain. 

Raj police busts 
human trafficking 
gang, rescues 10 girls 
Manish Godha / JAIPUR 

Rajasthan Police have busted 
an interstate human traffick-
ing gang that lured minor girls 
from poor families with prom-
ises of a better future and sold 
them in cities such as Mumbai 
and Nagpur. The Jhalawar Po-
lice SIT rescued 10 girls, in-
cluding seven minors, and 
arrested five accused, includ-
ing a woman. According to 
Superintendent of Police Amit 
Kumar, the gang forged Aad-
haar and identity documents 
to portray minors as adults. In-
vestigators uncovered exploi-
tative sale agreements that 
imposed harsh conditions on 
victims' families.

Ramalinga withdraws 
resignation after talks 
with Cong leadership

Accused can’t be denied 
access to docus forming 
part of chargesheet: SC 

Ladakh records over 
43% rise in tourist 
arrivals in 2026 
May sees over 121 pc growth, says LG 

152 devotees die 
during first 47 days 
of Char Dham yatra 
CARDIAC ARREST TOPS CAUSES 

drained out? 
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena workers stage a pro-
test expressing displeasure with ongoing condition 

of the drains in regards to public hygiene, in Mumbai 

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar 
NEW DELHI 

Most of the Opposition parties 
on Saturday backed the protest 
by the Cockroach Janta Party 
– that is largely appealing to 
Gen Z – for seeking Education 
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han’s resignation for paper 
leaks and anomalies in evalu-
ation of examinations saying 
the voice of youth cannot be ig-
nored. 

Though the Congress, 
which has been spearheading 
the protests against Pradhan 
and the Centre for paper leaks 
and examination problems, 
did not officially comment on 
the protest, its senior leader 
and former Haryana chief 
minister Bhupinder Hooda 
said the CJP movement’s rise 
was indicative of the “growing 
frustration with BJP”. How-

ever, he qualified his remarks 
by saying that what kind of 
leadership and core issues the 
movement brings forth re-
mains to be seen. Convener of 
Aam Aadmi Party and former 
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal 
too remarked that, “the cock-
roach movement is an ex-
pression of huge anger and 
frustration experienced by the 
youth of this country.”  

Samajwadi Party leader Ak-
hilesh Yadav too expressed 
his support for the agitation. In 
a post on “X”, he wrote a coup-
let saying, “Gurumand hukma-
ranon tak pahunchay yeh 
awaaz, ab naujawanon nay bhi 
kar diya hai inquilab” (Let the 
arrogant rulers listen to this 
voice, the youth too have come 
out for a revolution”. He added 
that, “Freedom from poison-
ous conspiracies won’t come 
until we will continue to 

merely point fingers at the 
branch and remove only that 
branch. True freedom, prog-
ress and justice will come only 
when the real trunk of this sin 
and the deep-rooted demon 
hidden beneath the earth are 
uprooted.” 

Meanwhile, Shiv Sena UBT 
MP Sanjay Raut shared a 
statement by party leader 
Uddhav Thackeray on the agi-
tation in Delhi in which the 
latter wrote that, “An agitation 
of ‘Cockroaches’ has begun at 
Jantar Mantar in Delhi. Those 
whom we call the destiny-
makers and future of the 
country — thousands of young 
people — have come out on 
the streets in the scorching 
heat, carrying their pain and 
worries about their future. It is 
not right to belittle them by 
calling them ‘cockroaches’ and 
deny them justice...”. 

COCKROACH MOVEMENT | ‘Arrogant rulers’ must listen to the demand of youth, says Opposition  

School students, college-goers, competitive exam 
aspirants and parents were among those who 
gathered at Jantar Mantar here on Saturday for 

a protest organised by the supporters of the Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP), 
with many saying concerns 
over the education system 
had brought them to the 
demonstration. 
The crowds that started as-
sembling from Sat-
urday morning, kept 
swelling through the 
day. Several partici-
pants who spoke to 
PTI said recurring 
controversies 
around examin-
ations, uncertainty 
over results and a 
lack of accountability 
from authorities 
have shaken their 
confidence in the 
system.  

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) founder Abhijeet Dipke, its 
spokesperson Saurav Das, and others, during protest

Environmentalist Sonam Wangchuk 
speaks during protest at Jantar Mantar

Oppn backs CJP protest 

A CJP supporter at protest site

Students, parents at CJP  
protest cite education concerns

PROTEST IN PICTURES

AGITATION 
TIDBITS

n Prior to the meeting 
at Jantar Mantar, CJP 
spokesperson Saurav
Das had issued a list of 
do’s and don’ts for the 
participants. 
n The group had urged 
its supporters to carry 
the Tricolour and a 
book, record the pro-
ceedings, report mis-
creants to the police, 
and also to “apply sun-
screen, bring a cap and 
remain hydrated”. 
n The group had also 
urged its supporters to 
come with their 
families and not alone 
and to offer flowers to 
police personnel. 
n It had also asked 
them not to engage 
with “trolls or provoca-
teurs” and to not show 
up empty stomach. 
n While announcing on 
it Cockroach is Back 
handle on “X” that it 
has been granted per-
mission for the protest 
at Jantar Mantar, CJP 
remarked, “Cock-
roaches aa rahe hain, 
Dharmendra Pradhan 
jaa rahe hain”. 
n Six protesters who 
tried to disrupt the CJP 
meeting and shouted 
“Jai Shri Ram” slogans 
were detained by the 
Delhi police. They were 
protesting against the 
CJP rally and demand-
ing that the police 
lathi-charge it saying, 
“Delhi Police lath cha-
lao, hum tumhaaray 
saath hain”.  
n These protesters 
also expressed the fear 
that the CJP protest 
was a conspiracy 
against the country 
and insisted that 
“eenth ka jawab pathar 
say dengay” (bricks 
would be answered 
with stones). 
n An anti-CJP pro-
tester reached Jantar 
Mantar with anti-cock-
roach spray can. He 
claimed that the move-
ment was “anti-na-
tional” and funded by 
foreign sources. There 
was a brief confronta-
tion before he was led 
away from the venue 
by party supporters.

JMM ANNOUNCES ONLY 1 RS CANDIDATE
Dheeraj Kumar 
RANCHI 

A day after Jharkhand Mukti 
Morcha (JMM) legislators de-
manded that the party con-

test two seats in Jharkhand's 
Rajya Sabha election, JMM 
on Saturday announced only 
one candidate for the up-
coming polls to the Upper 
House of Parliament. 

While announcing at a 
press conference that former 
minister Baidyanath Ram 
would be the party's candi-
date for the RS polls, senior 
JMM leader and spokesper-

son Supriyo Bhattacharya 
said the decision was taken in 
view of the prevailing politi-
cal situation and the need to 
maintain unity within the 
ruling alliance.  


