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MARGAO
The Goa government’s World 
Environment Day initiative to 
plant thousands of saplings 
along National Highway-66 
(NH66) has brought into sharp 
focus a critical question: Will 
the plantation drive help clear 
the Public Works Department’s 
(PWD) long-pending tree com-
pensation backlog, or merely 
offset fresh tree losses resulting 
from ongoing highway expan-
sion projects?

The issue has gained prom-
inence following the PWD’s 
proposal earlier this year to 
fell 2,395 trees standing on its 
property for the widening of 
NH66 between Navelim and 
Cuncolim and along the Cortal-
im-Verna stretch.

Of the total trees marked for 
felling, 1,918 are located along 
the Navelim-Cuncolim section, 
while another 417 trees are pro-
posed to be cut on the Cortal-
im-Verna stretch.

While granting permission 
for the felling, the Tree Author-
ity directed the PWD to under-
take compensatory afforesta-
tion by planting three saplings 
for every tree removed. The Au-
thority also instructed the de-
partment to translocate at least 

10 per cent of the affected trees 
wherever feasible.

PWD’s senior engineer (Na-
tional Highways) told The Goan 
that the department has al-
ready commenced a plantation 
drive along the Canacona and 
Nuvem stretches of NH66 over 
the last two days. “The contrac-
tor appointed by the PWD has 
begun clearing trees along the 
Cortalim-Verna stretch of NH66. 
Work on the Navelim-Cuncolim 
stretch will commence shortly,” 
the engineer said.

He further maintained that 
the department has initiated ef-
forts to clear its backlog of com-
pensatory plantation along 
highways and open spaces 
under PWD jurisdiction. “Any-
one is free to cross-check with 
Forest Department officials 
regarding the trees planted by 
the department to clear the 
backlog till date,” he added.

Chinchinim p’yat 
seeks protection for 

decades-old trees
Even as it welcomed the gov-

ernment’s green initiative to 
plant saplings along NH66 as 
part of its commitment to en-
vironmental conservation and 
sustainable development, the 
Chinchinim Village Panchayat 
has urged the Forest Depart-
ment and other concerned 
authorities to take all possi-
ble measures to protect dec-
ades-old trees proposed to be 
felled for the highway expan-
sion project.

The panchayat’s appeal per-
tains to the NH66 widening 
project from Navelim Belem 
Junction through Dandeavad-
do and Chinchinim up to Uski-
ni Band.

Chinchinim Sarpanch Frank 
Viegas said residents of Dan-
deavaddo have, for decades, 

advocated a bypass solution to 
address traffic congestion and 
road safety concerns.

“The panchayat reiterates 
the long-standing demand of 
the local community for a by-
pass on stilts, which would 
substantially reduce the need 
for tree felling while achieving 
the intended infrastructure ob-
jectives,” Viegas said.

He stressed that the mature 
trees form an integral part of 
the local ecosystem, providing 
environmental, ecological and 
social benefits that cannot be 
immediately replaced by new-

ly planted saplings. “Preser-
vation of existing green cover 
should remain a priority while 
undertaking developmental 
projects,” he added.

The panchayat has ap-
pealed to the government, For-
est Department and National 
Highway authorities to explore 
environmentally sustainable 
alternatives that strike a bal-
ance between infrastructure 
development and environ-
mental conservation, while 
safeguarding the area’s natu-
ral heritage for future genera-
tions.

Planting hope, but Goa’s green  
drive faces tree-mendous test
PWD BEGINS PLANTATION CAMPAIGN EVEN AS THOUSANDS OF 
TREES FACE THE AXE FOR HIGHWAY WIDENING PROJECTS

File photo of hundreds of trees marked for felling on the 
Navelim-Cuncolim NH66. The green cover on the NH66 
passing through Chinchinim village.

Will the drive wipe out mounting pendency?

Statistics show that a total of 44,995 trees have been 
pending since the last five years for plantation by various 
government agencies, including the PWD.  In fact, of the 

total pendency of 44,995 trees, total of 33,723 trees awaiting 
plantation falls in the domain of the PWD.

To the proposal to free trees on the Navelim-Cuncolim and 
Cortalim-Verna NH66, Deputy Conservator of Forest, South had 
directed the PWD to plant three times the number of trees felled, 
over and above the mandatory median and roadside planta-
tions required under NHAI guidelines. The species to be planted 
will be finalised in consultation with the Forest Department and 
the GSBB, based on the suitability of the planting area.

The DCF had also suggested the translocation of approximate-
ly 10 per cent of the trees, subject to feasibility and species suit-
ability. The PWD was further told to plant only indigenous mixed 
tree species, maintain a geo-tagged record of all plantations, 
and submit the data for monitoring by the Forest Department.
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BICHOLIM
Two persons have been ar-
rested in connection with 
criminal intimidation, gun-
fire and trespass at Madhal-
awada in Shirgao on Friday 
night.

According to police re-
ports, the complainant, 
Upendra Gaonkar (66) of 
Madhalawada alleged that 
the incident took place at 
about 8.30 pm when the ac-
cused, Prajyot alias Shirish 
Gaonkar and Girish Gaonkar, 
first contacted him over the 
phone, where they allegedly 
abused and threatened him 
with dire consequences, in-
cluding death threats.

According to the com-
plaint, when Upendra 
Gaonkar reached near his 
residence, Prajyot Gaonkar 
was allegedly waiting in the 
veranda armed with a fire-
arm. The accused reportedly 
aimed the weapon directly 
at the complainant and fired 
a round. The complainant 
narrowly escaped the attack 
by running away from the 

spot.
The complaint further 

states that the armed accused 
entered the complainant’s 
house and allegedly fired an-
other shot inside the premis-
es, creating panic and endan-
gering lives. The accused also 
allegedly pointed the firearm 
at the complainant’s wife and 
threatened to kill her. She re-
portedly escaped through the 
back door of the house.

The incident allegedly es-
calated further when both ac-
cused entered the nearby res-
idence of the complainant’s 
cousin, Nagesh Gaonkar, 
while carrying the firearm 
and searching for him, caus-
ing fear among the occupants 
before fleeing the locality.

Following the complaint, 
Bicholim Police arrested both 
accused on Saturday morn-
ing under Sections Sections 
109, 115(2), 296, 329(3), 331(4), 
333, 324(4), 351(3) read with 
Section 61(2) of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, along 
with Sections 7 and 25 of the 
Arms Act, 1959. Further in-
vestigation is currently un-
derway.
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MAPUSA
The mother of the 22-year-old 
Mapusa youth who alleged-
ly died by suicide after being 
named in a garbage-dumping 
case has demanded criminal 
action against police officers, 
alleging that her son was re-
peatedly isolated from his 
family and subjected to severe 
mental trauma during hours of 
questioning at the Mapusa Po-
lice Station.

In a detailed complaint ad-
dressed to the North Goa Su-
perintendent of Police, with 
copies marked to the Chief Min-
ister, Director General of Police 
and Home Secretary, Gene-
vieve De Braganca, the mother 
of the deceased youth, sought 
registration of an FIR against 
the police officers concerned 
for alleged abetment of suicide 
and other relevant provisions 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS).

She also demanded action 
against the creator of the viral 
video that triggered public out-
rage against her son and called 
for an inquiry into the function-

ing of several electronic media 
platforms that, she alleged, 
circulated unverified content 
and disclosed her son’s iden-
tity before any guilt had been 
established.

Providing a graphic account 
of the events preceding her 
son’s death, De Braganca al-
leged that she, her son and her 
two daughters were summoned 

to the Mapusa Police Station at 
around 3 pm and remained 
there until nearly 10 pm.

According to the complaint, 
the most disturbing aspect of 
the ordeal was that her son was 
repeatedly taken away from the 
family and questioned sepa-
rately by police officers.

“My son was taken sepa-
rately into a room on repeated 

occasions and we were made 
to sit outside. My son was sub-
jected to tremendous mental 
trauma and repeatedly taken 
from one room to another by 
various officers of the Mapusa 
Police Station,” she stated in 
the complaint.

The grieving mother alleged 
that while the family waited 
outside, her son was subject-
ed to a series of inquiries and 
investigations concerning al-
legations that he had dumped 
garbage at a public location.

She claimed the repeated 
questioning and isolation left 
the young man emotionally 

shattered.
According to De Braganca, 

her son returned from the po-
lice station in a state of shock 
and became increasingly dis-
tressed after discovering the 
extent of criticism and con-
demnation directed at him on 
social media platforms.

She alleged that a video re-
corded by an unidentified in-
dividual had been circulated 
widely on social media and 
electronic media channels 
without verification, resulting 
in what she described as a pub-
lic trial and character assassi-
nation of her son.

The complaint further accus-
es police officers PSI Mangesh 
Palni and PI Navin Desai of in-
voking legal provisions against 
her son without conducting a 
proper investigation or apply-
ing due diligence.

Describing her son as a vic-
tim of false propaganda, she 
alleged that the viral campaign 
against him, coupled with the 
manner in which he was treat-
ed at the police station, created 
circumstances that ultimately 
drove him to take the extreme 
step. “My son was forced to 
end his life by the compelling 
circumstances arising out of 
irresponsible and insensitive 
treatment from the police of-
ficers and also because of a so-
cial media viral video causing a 
social outrage vandalising his 
character on social media plat-
forms,” she stated.

De Braganca has also sought 
the transfer of the investigation 
from the Mapusa Police Station 
to another police station with 
competent jurisdiction, argu-
ing that an independent probe 
is necessary to ensure justice 
and maintain public confi-
dence in the investigation.
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SANGUEM
Tension prevailed in Rivona 
on Saturday after officials of 
the Forest Department halted a 
community-led initiative by vil-
lagers and local youth to level 
a playground for children using 
mining reject material that had 
been dumped in forested area 
over a decade ago.

The issue arose when vil-
lagers began removing a small 
quantity of the mining reject 
material to level a ground 
that has been used by local 
youth for football and volley-
ball since 2011. According to 
Social Welfare Minister and 
Sanguem MLA Subhash Phal 
Dessai, nearly 100 villagers 
participated in the voluntary 
shramdaan, bringing ma-
chinery and a truck to trans-
port the material from a large 
dump located about 50 metres 
away.

The mining reject dump, re-
portedly consisting of 100-200 
truckloads of material, has 
remained at the site which is 
in forested area for nearly 10 
years.

However, the work came to 
a halt after forest guards, de-
partmental officials and the 
Deputy Conservator of Forests 
arrived at the location and 
warned villagers that a forest 
offence would be registered if 
the activity continued.

On hearing the news, Phal 
Dessai rushed to the site and 
confronted the officials.

He questioned the depart-
ment’s action, alleging that 
authorities had failed to take 
action when large quantities 
of mining waste were allegedly 
dumped in the forest area years 
ago.

He criticised the officials for 
targetting villagers for using a 
small amount of the discard-
ed material to create a play-
ground for local children.

The incident has also re-
vived concerns among res-
idents of Rivona, Netravali 
and Bhati over restrictions 
imposed under forest regula-
tions, which they claim have 
limited the availability of land 
for community infrastructure 
and recreational facilities.

Phal Dessai pointed to the 
difficulties faced in securing 

land even for basic public pro-
jects, including waste man-
agement facilities.

Expressing solidarity with 
the villagers, the minister 
said he fully supports their 
demand for a playground and 
maintained that if the Forest 
Department chooses to initi-
ate legal action against the vil-
lagers, it should also proceed 
against him as he stands firm-
ly with the community.

Accusing the authorities of 
not acting firmly against ille-
gal timber smuggling in the 
past, Phal Dessai said they 
were moving swiftly against 
villagers engaged in com-
munity work. Describing the 
situation as unfair, he called 
for a balanced approach that 
addresses past environmental 
violations while also taking 
into account the needs of lo-
cal communities.

Tensions in Rivona as forest 
officials halt playground work
Officials threaten action over use of mining  
rejects for ground; minister questions move

Social Welfare Minister and Sanguem MLA Subhash Phal 
Dessai in a heated discussion with forest officials at 
Dandolem-Rivona.

Mapusa student’s death: Mother seeks FIR against cops
Alleges son was repeatedly isolated, traumatised during hours of questioning at police station

Post-mortem report, CCTV  
footage sought through RTI
MAPUSA: The mother of the 22-year-old youth late Saturday 
evening moved an RTI application seeking certified documents 
related to her son’s case, including the post-mortem report.

The application was filed before the SDPO, the designated 
Public Information Officer, with a request for urgent disclosure 
of records. The family alleged that police had refused to pro-
vide them a copy of the post-mortem report.

Through the RTI plea, she has sought CCTV footage from all 
cameras installed on the ground and first floors of Mapusa Po-
lice Station between 3 pm and 11 pm on June 4. She has also re-
quested copies of the FIR and complaint registered in the case.

Key question: How did youth get revolver?
MAPUSA: Even as public attention remains fixed on the circum-
stances that allegedly drove a 22-year-old Mapusa college 
student to take his own life, police are now grappling with 
another troubling question: how did the young man obtain 
the revolver used in the shooting?

The firearm, believed to be an illegal weapon, has been 
recovered by the police and is now at the centre of a parallel 
investigation. “We are also investigating how the illegal gun 
came into the possession of the youth,” a police officer asso-
ciated with the probe said.

Police are expected to examine whether the weapon was 
procured recently, borrowed from someone known to the 
youth, or sourced through illegal channels. The answers could 
open an entirely new dimension to a case that has already 
sparked widespread public scrutiny.

Police officials said the family, still reeling from the tragedy, 
has not yet been questioned in detail about the firearm.

However, inquiries are likely to begin once family members 
are in a position to cooperate with the investigation.

Gunfire, intimidation 
at Shirgao; 2 arrested


