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Motihari: East Champaran superin-
tendent of  police Swarn Prabhat has
directed all police stations in the dis-
trict to set up high-tech mess faciliti-
es with modern dining arrange-
ments. The facility will be only for ja-
wans and officers living in barracks,
while those staying with families ha-
ve been excluded.

The SP said the initiative aims to
improve the quality of  life and ove-
rall functioning of  police personnel.
“Jawans will get regular, nutritious
and quality food, which will help
them stay healthy and perform duti-
es more effectively,” he said.

According to inputs, many per-
sonnel were facing difficulty in coo-
king food or arranging rations on ti-
me due to long and irregular duty ho-
urs. The mess system is expected to
address these issues and reduce dela-
ys in reporting for duty. It will also

minimise risks linked to the use of
heaters and LPG cylinders in bar-
racks.

In another administrative move
aimed at making policing more effec-
tive and accountable, the district po-
lice have launched a monitoring ini-
tiative following directions from po-

lice headquarters. Twelve key police
stations will be supervised closely by
senior officers.

As part of  the exercise, 12 top dis-
trict officers, including the SP, have
been assigned to oversee improve-
ments in police station functioning,
faster disposal of  pending cases and
enhanced public service delivery.

The SP said around 1,615 cases
are currently pending across police
stations in the district. During a re-
cent inspection of  the Town police
station, he reviewed pending cases
related to murder, loot, robbery,
NDPS Act, SC/ST atrocities, at-
tacks on police and prohibition law
violations.

All East Champaran police stations
to have modern mess facilities soon

Chandra Bhushan Pandey TNN

Patna: Bihar Police’s Econo-
mic Offence Unit (EOU) said on
Friday that it has arrested a to-
tal of  37 people in connection
with paper leak cases linked to
two examinations conducted
by the Bihar Public Service
Commission (BPSC) in March
this year.

DIG, EOU, Manavjeet Singh
Dhillon, said that 35 arrests we-
re made in the assistant educa-
tion development officer (AE-
DO) examination paper leak
matter. He said the EOU has re-
commended to the BPSC that
the biometric company M/s Sai
Educare Private Ltd, Jaipur, be
blacklisted, after the investiga-
tion indicated large-scale invol-
vement of  its staff.

He also said two persons we-
re arrested in connection with
the assistant public sanitary
and waste management officer
(APS &WMO) examination pa-
per leak case. In case in this re-
gard has been registered at the
SK Puri police station in Patna.

The AEDO examination to-
ok place from March 14 to 21 this
year, while the APS&WMO ex-

am was held on March 24.
Talking to reporters, the

DIG said, “During investiga-
tion, a similar pattern of  cri-
me was found in paper leak du-
ring both the examinations.
Several instances of  viola-
tions of  the terms of  agree-
ment and contract entered bet-
ween the biometric company
M/s Sai Educare Private Limi-
ted and the BPSC were found.
As per the agreement, the per-
sonnel of  the company concer-
ned had to declare that they
themselves or their close rela-

tives are not candidates in the-
se examination. During the
course of  investigation, it was
found that of  nearly all the bio-
metric coordinators or opera-
tors who have been caught,
most of  the personnel were
themselves candidates in the
AEDO examination.”

He further noted, “There
was a provision that the person-
nel of  the biometric and mobile
jammer company would be as-
signed duty at the examination
centres only after their rando-
misation, but at the last mo-

ment, such biometric person-
nel were assigned duty and we-
re made available to the BPSC,
who were not even included in
the list,” the DIG pointed out.

He added that, out of  eight
cases registered in the AEDO
paper leak issue, the EOU is in-
vestigating five cases filed at
police stations across five dis-
tricts: Munger, Nalanda, Vais-
hali, Begusarai and Nawada.

The EOU recently convened
a meeting with the chairper-
sons of  all service commis-
sions, and shared advisories
with them so that suitable cor-
rective steps could be taken to
stop such incidents in future.

Singh said, “In order to en-
sure smooth management of
various competitive examina-
tions scheduled in the near fu-
ture, such as NEET-UG 2026 re-
examination and the Constab-
le Recruitment Examination,
action is being taken by estab-
lishing a special cell at the
EOU level for preventive sur-
veillance, monitoring the cur-
rent activities of  previously
accused individuals, and gat-
hering intelligence inputs,”
Singh said.

Biometric staff played key role
in BPSC paper leak cases: DIG 
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37 arrested in BPSC exam 
paper leak cases

35 arrests linked to AEDO 
exam; 2 to APS&WMO exam

 hAEDO exam held from 
March 14-21; APS&WMO on 
March 24

 hEOU recommends 
blacklisting Jaipur-based 
biometric firm Sai Educare 
Pvt Ltd

 hProbe found several 

biometric staff were themselves 
AEDO candidates

 hSpecial EOU cell set up for 
surveillance ahead of upcoming 
competitive exams

DIG, EOU, M S Dhillon addresses a press 
conference in Patna
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Gaya: The North Koel Canal
Project is likely to be further
delayed as landowners are
putting obstacles in the pro-
ject’s execution.

According to official sour-
ces, about 30% of  the land ow-
ners of  Gaya district have re-
fused compensation money
on the ground that it was
much below the market price.
Land price, it may be recalled,
has registered a sharp shoot
up in recent years.

Confirming refusal of  a
section of  the farmers/lan-
downers to part with their
land, Gaya district land acqu-
isition officer Ravindra Ram
said efforts were being taken
to neutralise the impact of  re-
sistance of  the land owners.

The govt has now taken
possession of  the land and it
is being handed over to the
water resources department
(WRD). The compensation
amount of  the reluctant far-
mers is being deposited with
the competent authority. As
the court has not stayed the
land acquisition proceeding,
the land, as per law, is deemed
to have been acquired.

Aurangabad officiating
DM Anugrah Narain Singh
told this newspaper on Fri-
day that some land acquisi-

tion related issues also exist
in Aurangabad but the exact
quantification of  land yet to
be fully acquired can not be
made instantly. About 70% of
the project work has been
completed, he said.

Being monitored at high
levels, including PMO and
the state govt, the project mis-
sed the March 31 deadline. Ac-
cording to a senior WRD offi-
cer, no new deadline has been
fixed for the project’s comple-
tion. The project was started
way back in 1972 and was sub-
sequently stopped for envi-

ronmental reasons as it was
feared that the dam height
would pose threat to Palamu
Tiger Reserve. The work got
revived in 2017 only after the
dam height was lowered to
address the concerns of  the
Palamu Tiger Reserve. The
water source of  the project li-
es in neighbouring Jhark-
hand state.

The project cost too, in the
meantime registering a steep
hike. Estimated to cost only
Rs30 crore in 1972, it is now es-
timated to cost a whopping
Rs2,430 crore. 

Once completed, the canal
would irrigate about 1,25,000
hectares of  land in the dro-
ught-prone Gaya and Au-
rangabad districts of  Ma-
gadh division with Auranga-
bad being the major benefici-
ary. The canal will irrigate
95,000 hectares of  land in Au-
rangabad while another
30,000 hectares of  land in Ga-
ya will receive the benefit.

Non-conventional const-
ruction techniques are being
adopted to minimise water
waste by making the canal
bed and side slopes non poro-
us. The technique, besides
improving hydraulic effici-
ency, prevents soil erosion
and increases flow velocity of
irrigation water, said domain
experts.

North Koel project faces fresh
delay over compensation issue

Abdul Qadir TNN
Police on Friday arrested a
man for allegedly strangling
his wife to death following a
domestic quarrel and later
hanging her body from a
mango tree to make it
appear as a case of suicide
in West Champaran district.
According to police, the
incident took place in
Narkati village under Lauka-
ria police station area.

PM-eBus Seva: Patna DM
Thiyagarajan S M on Friday
reviewed the implementa-
tion of the PM-eBus Sewa
scheme with officials from
the transport and road
construction departments,
the district transport officer
and bus union representa-
tives. The project aims to
strengthen urban mobility
by deploying 200 electric
buses, operating from the
bus stand in Bairiya.

World Day Against Child
Labour: Education depart-
ment organised a pledge
ceremony in Patna on the
occasion of World Day
Against Child Labour on
Friday. At the event, offi-
cials took a pledge not to
employ children under 14
and oppose child labour in
both personal and profes-
sional spheres.

DIGEST

Man held for wife’s
murder in C’paran
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Efforts are being
made to neutralise the
impact of resistance of
the land owners 
RAVINDRA RAM
Gaya land acquisition officer

About 30% of land owners of Gaya
have refused compensation money
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