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KOLKATA: India has seen 
a marked decline in 
tobacco use over the past 
few years, but the pace 
of reduction was much 
slower in West Bengal, 
with experts stressing the 
need for stricter enforce-
ment of laws and better 
support systems for those 
trying to quit the habit.

According to the 
Global Adult Tobacco 
Survey (GATS) for India 
in 2016-17, tobacco use 
in the country dropped 
from 34.6 per cent of 
adults in 2010 to 28.6 
per cent in 2016. In West 
Bengal, however, 33.5 
per cent of adults were 
tobacco users in 2016-17.

On World No Tobacco 
Day, medical experts in 
Kolkata expressed con-
cern over the trend and 
the resultant oral cancer 
burden directly linked to 
tobacco usage.

They stressed the 
importance of enforc-
ing current regulations 
more effectively and 
providing greater assis-
tance to those attempt-
ing to give up the habit. 
“While tobacco con-
sumption has declined 

nationally, the reduc-
tion in West Bengal has 
been much slower. The 

state presents a unique 
challenge because smok-
ing tobacco and vap-

ing are almost equally 
prevalent,” Dr Sourav 
Datta, director, Mani-
pal Oncology Services, 
and senior consultant, 
head and neck oncol-
ogy surgeries, told PTI. 
“We are also observing 
increasing tobacco use 
among younger people, 
and there appears to 
be a growing tendency 
among women to take 
up smoking,” he added. 
Doctors further said one 
of the most worrying 
consequences of tobacco 
consumption is the rising 
incidence of oral cancer.

Experts for stronger 
tobacco laws in WB

Experts agreed that awareness 
alone is no longer enough

Stricter law enforcement and improved quit support.

“Tobacco use, par-
ticularly bidi smoking, 
is deeply embedded in 
many rural and semi-ur-
ban communities. While 
taxes on cigarettes have 
increased over time, 
bidis remain lightly 
taxed, making them 
easily accessible to low-
er-income populations,” 
Dr Datta said. On what 
remains the biggest chal-
lenge in tobacco control, 

the experts agreed that 
awareness alone is no 
longer enough.

“More than 98 per 
cent of tobacco users 
are aware that tobacco is 

harmful. The biggest gap 
today is enforcement,” 
Dr Datta said, calling 
for stricter implementa-
tion of laws relating to 
sales near schools and 
to minors. Dr Kajaria 
stressed the need to 
strengthen tobacco ces-
sation and de-addic-
tion services through 
counselling, community 
outreach and nicotine 
replacement therapies.

HIGHLIGHT

z 98%+ users aware 
tobacco is harmful.

z Behavioral support 
key; seek help to quit.

Growth 
catalyst
MUMBAI: Advancing its 
role as a growth cata-
lyst for India’s e-lifestyle 
ecosystem, Myntra has 
announced the 24th edi-
tion of End of Reason 
Sale (EORS), starting May 
29, with early VIP access 
on May 28. Featuring 6 
million+ styles, the event 
will further strengthen 
Myntra’s role as a growth 
enabler for India’s fash-
ion and lifestyle eco-
system, creating scaled 
opportunities for emerg-
ing brands while bring-
ing trend-first selection, 
compelling value and 
convenience to millions 
of customers across the 
country.

Among the thousands 
of global, domestic and 
homegrown D2C brands, 
15,000 emerging brands, 
including 5,000 making 
their EORS debut, will 
leverage the platform’s 
technology, creator 
ecosystem and nation-
wide reach to connect 
with millions of custom-
ers across India. EORS 
continues to serve as a 
growth enabler, driving 
heightened demand for 
emerging brands through 
enhanced visibility, new 
selection launches and 
category expansion. 
These brands will bring 
nearly 13 lakh styles 
across apparel, footwear, 
accessories and more. 
Myntra’s advanced tech-
nology enables a suite 
of capabilities, includ-
ing search and shopping 
insights to decode trends 
and demand patterns.

NEW DELHI

‘Absolutely 
shameful’

Rajya Sabha MP Kapil 
Sibal on Sunday lashed 
out at the BJP over 
the attack on TMC MP 
Abhishek Banerjee and 
said he is ashamed that 
he is living in a country 
where the party in power 
would use any means to 
destroy the foundations 
of democracy.

Sibal asked what 
action has been taken 
to book the perpetra-
tors of the violence and 
questioned the silence of 
Chief Minister Suvendu 
Adhikari, Home Minister 
Amit Shah and Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om Birla.

Banerjee was roughed 
up allegedly by locals 
when he visited Sonarpur 
on Saturday to meet fam-
ilies of post-poll violence 
victims, police said.

Stones, shoes and eggs 
were hurled at the MP by 
unidentified people, who 
even attempted to rain 
blows and kicks on him 
while chanting “thief, 
thief”. I was shocked 
yesterday when I saw on 
social media the manner 
in which Abhishek Baner-
jee was attacked. Obvi-
ously it was a pre-medi-
tated attack,  Sibal said.

NEWSLINE‘Take precautions 
amid scorching heat’
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Take extra pre-
cautions when 
stepping out in 
the sun.

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday urged peo-
ple to stay hydrated in 
view of soaring tem-
peratures across the 
country.

In his monthly radio 
broadcast Mann Ki 
Baat, he said people 
should take extra pre-
cautions when step-
ping out in the sun.

“With temperatures 
soaring across much of 
the country, it is impor-
tant to take extra care. 
Stay hydrated. If you 
need to step out in the 
sun, do so cautiously 
and take necessary 
precautions,” he said.

“Keep drinking 
water. Don’t forget the 
guidelines issued by 
various government 
departments in this 
regard either,” he said.

Prime Minister Modi 
had on Wednesday last 
also urged citizens to 
take maximum precau-
tions as the country 
is witnessing soaring 
temperatures, and said 
staying hydrated is 
key during such harsh 
weather.

Modi also referred 
to the king of fruits, 
saying there is hardly a 
home where mangoes 

are not talked about in 
the summer season.

He noted that every 
region has its own 
mango and its own 
aroma.

“Hapus or alphonso 
of Maharashtra, Kesar 
of Gujarat - these are 
the lifeblood of ‘aam-
ras’; Dussehri of Uttar 
Pradesh and Langra 
of Kashi. There are 
mangoes from Bihar, 
whose aroma can be 
smelt from far. Chausa, 
Malda - memories of 
people are tied to every 
name,” he said.

The prime minister 
said if someone goes 
to South India, people 
will find other varieties 
like Banganapalli, Tota-
puri, Neelam, Malgova; 
there is Himsagar in 
Bengal; Suvarnarekha 
of Odisha and Andhra 
Pradesh.

“In other words, the 
place changes, and so 
does the mango’s form, 
colour, and taste...This 
journey of the mango is 
now reaching from vil-
lages to the global mar-
ket,” he said.

FASTFACTS

z Don’t forget the 
guidelines issued 
by various govt 
departments

z Staying hydrated is 
key during such harsh 
weather.
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GM reviewed pas-
senger amenities and 
safety measures.  

LUCKNOW: Top madrassa 
students who do well 
in the 2026 Madrasa 
Board examinations will 
be invited to Lucknow 
and felicitated, the Uttar 
Pradesh government 
said. The top 10 stu-
dents from the Munshi/
Maulvi (Secondary) and 
Alim (Senior Secondary) 
examinations will be 
invited to Lucknow and 
felicitated. Among them, 
the top three students in 
each category will receive 
tablets, an official state-
ment said.

A special ceremony 
is scheduled to be orga-
nised in the state capi-
tal during the first week 
of June. The state gov-
ernment aims to make 
madrassa education mod-
ern, high-quality, and 
effective so that students 
from minority communi-
ties can connect with the 

mainstream and build a 
brighter future.

A total of 80,933 stu-
dents were registered 
for the Uttar Pradesh 
Madrasa Board Examina-
tion 2026. Of these, 63,211 
students appeared for the 
examination, and 
55,788 success-
fully passed. The 
merit list for both 
the Munshi/Maulvi 
(Secondary) and 
Alim (Senior Sec-
ondary) categories 
includes five male 
and five female stu-
dents among the 
top 10 rank hold-
ers. All of them 
will be honoured, 
it said.

In the Munshi/
Maulvi (Second-

ary) category, Moham-
mad Wasim of Chandauli 
secured the first posi-
tion, Mohammad Qasim 
Ali of Mirzapur stood 
second, and Shaima 
Parveen of Gorakhpur 
secured the third posi-

tion. In the Alim (Senior 
Secondary) category, 
female students claimed 
all three top positions. 
Jumi Fareen and Shaista 
Parveen from Varanasi, 
along with Ummul Khair 
from Amroha, secured 
places among the top 
three. These students 
will be honored with 
tablets. Minister of State 
for Minority Welfare, 
Muslim Waqf and Haj, 
Danish Azad Ansari, 
said, The state govern-
ment is continuously 
working to provide qual-
ity education. 

|  T A L E N T S  T O  B E  F E T E D  |

UP to honour madrassa 
toppers, tablets for top 3

Key 
contributors
MUMBAI: As the Mumbai 
Centre of the Builders 
Association of India (BAI) 
celebrates its 50th year, an 
installation ceremony was 
held in which  Mahesh M. 
Mudda assumed office as 
the National Vice President 
of BAI, while Sunil G. Muth-
reja took charge as the 
Chairman of the BAI Mum-
bai Centre along with the 
newly appointed execu-
tive committee. The grand 
event, held recently and   
attended by Maharashtra’s 
Minister for Information 
Technology and Cultural 
Affairs, Ashish Shelar, as 
the chief guest.


