
Two policemen
killed in separate targeted attacks in 
Pak’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
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 A R T  G I A N T 

KYIV

UKRAINE recaptured more 
territory than it lost to Russian 
forces in May for the second 
straight month, an analysis of  
data from the Institute for the 
Study of  War (ISW) showed.

Ukraine’s army gained a net 
282 square kilometres over the 
month, according to the analy-
sis, as Kyiv hails its improving 
fortunes on the sprawling bat-
tlefield across the south and 
east of  the country.

The pace of  Russia’s advance 
has been slowing since late 
2025, hobbled by the increasing 
effectiveness of  Ukraine’s 
frontline and mid-range drone 
strikes, the ISW said.

Moscow had lost control of  
around 120 square kilometres 
in April, the first month in 
which its forces gave up more 
ground than they captured for 
two and a half  years.

However, Russian soldiers 

are still infiltrated in most of  
the areas where Ukraine has 
retaken territory, the ISW said. 
The Russian army regularly 
sends small groups of  soldiers
to take up positions along parts 
of  the front line and hide there 
— a tactic designed to pave the 
way for larger groups of  troops 
to advance later.

Ukraine’s gains in April and 
May — around 403 square kilo-
metres in total — remain mar-
ginal, representing around 0.4 
percent of  the total territory 
held by Russia. But they never-
theless point to a positive trend 
for Kyiv, which has touted it-
self  as having recently gained 
the upper hand in the four-year 
conflict.

Ukraine reclaimed more land in May than it lost

TEHRAN

US President Donald Trump said on Fri-
day that Tehran’s stated version of  a deal 
on stopping the war is not what was 
agreed to, with the White House insisting 
Tehran would dismantle its nuclear 
programme.

It comes as Pakistan’s Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif  said that the final text of  
a US-Iran peace deal had been agreed. 
“We can confirm that a final, agreed 
upon text of  the peace deal has been 
reached and Pakistan is now working 
closely with both sides to finalise the 
next steps,” Sharif  posted on social 
media.

Earlier in the day, the US and 
Iran released starkly different 
accounts of  the proposed agree-
ment, with Tehran insisting on 
its right to enrich uranium and 
maintain control over the Strait 
of  Hormuz. “The terms that 
Iran leaked out to the Fake 
News have NOTHING to do with the 
terms that were agreed to, in writing,” 
Trump said in a post on his Truth Social 
network.

“What they said, including their weak 
and pathetic statement on having a deal, 
bears no relation to the truth. Very dis-
honorable people to deal with,” Trump 
added.

“They better get their act together, and 
FAST!” Trump said in a statement on his 
Truth Social platform. A senior Trump 
administration official said the Iranians 
had agreed to five key points in the deal.

“This is what they have agreed to. This 
is a performance-based deal,” the official 
told AFP on condition of  anonymity.

Iran’s nuclear material will be de-
stroyed and removed, and its nuclear pro-
gram will be dismantled under the deal, 
the official said.

Iran’s frozen funds will not be released 
until they meet the conditions; the Strait 
of  Hormuz will be open; and Iran will not 
fund terrorist groups, the official added.

But Tehran’s official IRNA news agen-
cy said stripping Iran of  its enriched nu-
clear material was not even on the table, 
while it would insist on managing traffic 
through the Strait of  Hormuz.

After inking an initial memorandum of  
understanding, IRNA said, Iran and the 
United States would hold 60 days of  talks 
and that “Iran’s right to enrich uranium 

and the retention of  enriched 
material... will be emphasised 
with a view to their inclusion in 
the final agreement”.

Meanwhile, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi said 
Washington and Tehran have 
“never been closer” to a deal on 

ending the war. 
“The Islamabad Memorandum of  Un-

derstanding has never been closer,” 
Araghchi wrote on X, referring to the Pa-
kistani capital which hosted previous 
US-Iran talks.

“Pending its finalisation, the media 
should refrain from entering speculation 
about its content,” he added, after pur-
ported details of  the accord were pub-
lished by Iranian media. 

The clash over the content of  the deal 
comes as both sides seek to show that 
they have come out with the upper 
hand following the war that the United 
States and Israel launched on Iran on 
February 28. AFP

LONDON

BRITISH artist David Hockney’s paint-
ings captured the world in brilliant col-
our, from carefree 1960s Cali-
fornia to the bucolic landscapes 
of  his native Yorkshire.

Hockney, who died Thursday 
aged 88, always retained his 
Yorkshire burr and a deter-
mined liking for fish and chips 
and cigarettes as he grew to be 
“perhaps the most popular and 
versatile British artist of  the 
20th century”, in the words of  
Britain’s Tate gallery.

His agent Erica Bolton described Hock-
ney as “one of  the most important fig-
ures in contemporary art in both the 20th 
and 21st centuries,” adding he had 

“passed away peacefully at home” in Lon-
don on Thursday a month before his 89th 
birthday.

He leaves behind a huge body of  
works.

In 2018, his iconic swimming 
pool picture, “Portrait of  an 
Artist (Pool with Two Figures)” 
sold for $90.3 million in New 
York, setting a new auction 
record for a living artist. He 
was unseated by Jeff  Koons’s 
“Rabbit” a year later.

Born in 1937 to working-class 
parents in the northern Eng-

lish town of  Bradford, Hockney 
went against the conventions of  post-war 
Britain, realising at an early age that he 
was gay and that he wanted to be an 
artist.

David Hockney, contemporary 
master of bold colours no more

Iran agreed to dismantle nuclear 
programme, claims White House
Pakistan says final text of US-Iran peace deal agreed

A person stands in shallow water as cargo and commercial vessels are anchored in the Strait of Hormuz off 
Bandar Abbas, Iran |  AFP

Hezbollah says it confronted Israeli 
troops in south Lebanon
Hezbollah said on Friday that its fighters had 
confronted Israeli forces advancing towards a 
southern Lebanese town, as Israel pressed on 
with its strikes in Lebanon. In a statement, 
Hezbollah said its fighters first targeted Israeli 
troops advancing towards Majdal Zoun, around 
five kilometres from the western side of the 
border, on Thursday evening “with repeated 
rocket barrages, forcing them to retreat”. It 
then said it engaged with an advancing force 
there on Friday.
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Ukrainian soldiers practice military 
skills at a training ground near the 
frontline in the Zaporizhzhia region, 
Ukraine on Friday |  AP

David Hockney
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