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File FIRs immediately in 
sextortion cases: DG&IGP
Prior consent not a ground to refuse a case, says MA Saleem

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

DIRECTOR General & Inspec-
tor General of  Police (DG & 
IGP) MA Saleem has issued 
standing instructions to all po-
lice stations across Karnataka 
to register FIRs immediately 
in complaints involving non-
consensual dissemination of  
private or intimate images/
videos, including cases com-
monly known as “revenge por-
nography,” “sextortion,” or 
blackmail through intimate 
content.

In the circular issued on 
Tuesday, Saleem mentioned 
that it has come to the notice of  
the authorities that, in some 
cases, police stations are either 
refusing to register complaints 
or delaying the registration of  
complaints related to the publi-
cation or circulation of  pri-
vate/intimate photographs and 
videos without the consent of  
the person concerned. In cer-
tain instances, complaints have 
been rejected on the ground 
that the victim had initially 
consented to the recording of  
the images or videos.

The following directions 
have been issued:
Legal position on consent: All 

cops must note that consent to 
recording is not the same as 
consent to publication or 
sharing.
N o  r ef u s a l  b a s e d  o n  p r i o r  
consent: Police shall  not 
refuse or delay registration of  
FIRs merely because the vic-
tim had previously consented 
to the recording of  the images 
or videos.
Blackmail and sextortion: Where 
intimate content is used to ex-
tort money, sexual favours, or 
any other benefit, relevant pro-
visions relating to extortion 

and criminal intimidation un-
der the BNS, 2023, in addition 
to the IT Act, should be 
invoked.
Zero FIR: If  the offence oc-
curred outside the jurisdiction 
of  the police station, a Zero 
FIR must be registered, and 
later transferred to the appro-
priate police station.
Removal of content and preser-
vation of evidence: Police must 
take immediate steps to issue 
notices to relevant intermedi-
aries/platforms under the IT 
Act and IT Rules, 2021, to re-
move or block the offending 
content. All digital evidence 
must be preserved.
Protection of victims: The 
identity of  victims must be 
kept confidential. Complain-
ants should be treated with 
sensitivity and dignity, and 
any behaviour that may hu-
miliate or stigmatise them 
must be avoided.

Coordination with cyber 
units: Officers must coordinate 
with Cyber Crime Police Sta-
tions and the CID Cyber Divi-
sion for technical probe.
Accountability: Disciplinary 
action will be initiated against 
officers if  they fail to register 
FIRs in such cases, or delays 
are caused by wrongly citing 
“prior consent” as a reason.
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HITCHHIKING proved costly 
for a 25-year-old tailor after he 
was attacked and robbed by a 
gang of  four miscreants in 
Kanakapura town in the early 
hours of  Sunday.

The victim, M Raju Kumar, a 
resident of  Kale Gowdana Dod-
di in Kanakapura, had gone to 
buy medicines from a pharma-
cy at KNS Circle on Saturday 
night. Since he did not get a bus 
to return home, he took a free 
ride in a car around 10.30 pm. 
Once he got inside, there were 

two people already sitting. In-
stead of  driving towards his 
residence, they took him to-
wards Ramanagar. They called 
their two other associates. All 
four of  them, after parking the 
car in an isolated place, at-
tacked him. They took Rs 5,000 
that was with him and asked 

him to call his friends or rela-
tives to send him the rest of  Rs 
20,000, said an officer.

“The accused transferred 
the money to different UPI ac-
counts from the victim’s mo-
bile phone. After snatching his 
phone, the accused pushed him 
out of  the car near the Chan-

napatna bridge around 1 am on 
Sunday and escaped,” the of-
ficer said.The victim then 
went to a hospital in Ramana-
gar. The police have obtained 
vital clues about the accused 
based on UPI transactions. A 
case of  robbery has been regis-
tered against them.

HITCHHIKER TAKEN FOR A RIDE, LITERALLY!

Water tanker driver strangles 
live-in partner to death
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

A 20-year-old woman was alleg-
edly strangled to death by 
her live-in partner after a 
fight at their residence in 
the Seshadripuram police 
limits. The incident oc-
curred on Saturday, but 
came to light only later. The 
police have arrested the ac-
cused. The deceased wass 
Anusha ND. Her boyfriend 
and the accused, Sharath 
(25), is a water tanker driver. 
Both are from Sakleshpur. 
They were living at a rented 
house in Malleswaram. The po-
lice said the two became friends 
through social media and had 
been living in the house for the 

past six months. On Saturday, an 
argument allegedly broke out 
between them and escalated, fol-
lowing which Sharath allegedly 

strangled Anusha to death. 
On Sunday, Sharath in-

formed a friend, who is a 
lawyer, about the murder. 
The lawyer then alerted the 
police, who rushed to the 
spot and found the house 
locked. After noticing the 
key near a window, they en-
tered the house and found 
Anusha dead. Her body was 
shifted to Bowring Hospital 
for a postmortem. The exact 
motive behind the murder 

is yet to be ascertained, the po-
lice said, adding that the accused 
has been taken into police cus-
tody for further questioning.

RELEVANT LEGAL 
PROVISIONS

Section 77, BNS, 2023 (Voyeurism)

Section 67, IT Act, 2000  
(obscene material)

Sections 66E, 67, and 67A are 
gender-neutral and focus on the 
unauthorised dissemination of 

content, irrespective of prior 
consent to recording

Section 66E, Information 
Technology Act, 2000  
(violation of privacy)

Section 67A, IT Act, 2000 
(sexually explicit material)

E X P R E S S  R E A D

200 safety kits distributed to traffic police
BENGALURU: Aahwahan Foundation, in association with Netcracker, distributed 
200 safety and welfare kits to Bengaluru Traffic Police personnel of the South 
Division to support their safety, comfort, and well-being while on duty. The kits 
included helmets, raincoats, rain-protective jackets, reflective safety vests, 
sunglasses, masks, gloves, umbrellas, and water bottles. Speaking at the event, 
the CEO and founder of Aahwahan Foundation, Braja Kishore Pradhan, said the 
initiative was aimed at recognising the dedication of traffic police officers. The 
programme is ongoing and will be extended to other traffic divisions across 
Bengaluru in the future, Pradhan added. ENS

3 arrested, 60 stolen two-wheelers recovered
BENGALURU: Around 60 stolen two-wheelers worth around Rs 37 lakh have been 
recovered from a gang of three two-wheeler lifters. Their modus operandi was to 
track advertisements on social media selling two-wheelers, approach sellers in 
the guise of prospective buyers, and escape with vehicles after taking them for 
test rides. The accused are Syed Umar (20), Umar Saab (27), and Salman 
Mohammed (27). Salman was arrested by the Jayanagar police, while the other 
two by the Sampigehalli police. They also picked two-wheelers from near Metro 
stations. They had stolen vehicles in Jayanagar, Upparpet, Commercial Street, 
Koramangala, Rajajinagar, Cubbon Park and other police limits. The accused had 
sold some of the stolen two-wheelers by replacing their number plates. They hid 
the stolen vehicles at a eucalyptus grove in Chokkanahalli and Agrahara. ENS

Interstate thieves arrested for stealing gold
BENGALURU: Malleswaram police arrested two men for allegedly stealing gold 
jewellery by luring jewellery shop owners under the pretext of purchasing it in bulk. 
Police have recovered 1.8kg of gold bullion and jewellery worth Rs 1.64crore. Police 
are hunting for two other absconding accused. The accused are Praveen alias Pappu 
(44) of Maharashtra, and Paresh Soni (49), a native of Gujarat. Praveen and his 
associates have committed similar thefts using the same modus operandi in several 
other states, and eight cases have been registered against him. According to the 
police, Mahendrakumar Jain, a gold jewellery trader from Avenue Road in Chickpet, 
was contacted by Paresh, who claimed to be running an enterprise on Sampige Road 
in Malleswaram. He allegedly convinced Jain that the enterprise intended to 
purchase gold jewellery in bulk.  On May 16, Jain sent two employees carrying 1.5kg 
of gold jewellery to the office. The accused allegedly took them to an adjoining 
room on the pretext of photographing and inspecting them before finalising the 
deal. They then escaped through a rear exit with the jewellery. When the employees 
did not receive any response for a long time, they checked the room and found both 
the accused and the ornaments missing. They immediately informed Jain, who 
lodged a complaint with Malleswaram police.Police said Paresh was arrested a few 
hours after the complaint was filed, near the flyover at Anand Rao Circle on May 18. 
During interrogation, he revealed the names and whereabouts of his three 
accomplices in Mumbai. A police team rushed to Mumbai and apprehended Praveen, 
who had sold 22gm of the stolen the gold. The duo had handed over 788gm of gold 
to a friend in Chickpet. Police have recovered a total of 1.8kg of gold and are 
continuing their search for the remaining two accused. ENS

MAJOR DRUG BUST
City Police Commissioner Seemanth Kumar Singh takes a look at seized items during 

a property parade in Bengaluru on Tuesday. Police arrested 23 people, including 
two foreign nationals, and seized narcotic substances and banned tobacco products 

worth Rs 8 crore in multiple operations across the city | SHASHIDHAR BYRAPPA

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw,
Biocon founder and 
Executive Chairperson

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar is very 
committed to developing not just Bengaluru but 
Karnataka, and making it both a world-class city 
and a leading state in the country

Anusha ND

Sharath


