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Odisha: TPWODL strengthens power network 
for Sital Sasthi festival in Sambalpur 

Rajasthan: PUCL condemns “systematic manipulation of census data for serving political interests” 

France committed to widen ties with India: French consul general

Regulation of train services due to safety related modernisation works at Puri station

Checking, Blocking and Night 
Patrolling Intensified Across 
Nayagarh District After New 

SP Assumes Charge
Nayagarh, June 17 

(Srikanta Kumar Rout)

The joining of the new Superintendent 
of Police (SP), Subhendu Kumar Patra, 
checking, blocking and night patrolling 
have been intensified across all police 
station areas in Nayagarh district. Taking 
the law and order situation seriously, 
SP Patra has laid special emphasis 
on preventing theft, dacoity, highway 
robbery and illegal drug trafficking. 
Under his direction, naka checking, 
blocking operations and night patrolling 
have been strengthened throughout 
the district. Keeping public safety and 
crime control in mind, SP Patra has 
initiated these measures across all police 
station jurisdictions of Nayagarh. Police 
are maintaining strict vigilance over 
suspicious movements and activities, 
while vulnerable and sensitive locations 
are being closely monitored.
During the operation, intensive checks 
are being conducted on important 
roads, at crowded public places and 
in identified sensitive areas. The 
primary objective is to prevent criminal 
activities and maintain law and order in 
the district. Nayagarh Police remains 
committed to the safety and security of 
the public. SP Patra has stated that strict 
action against all unlawful activities 
will continue in the coming days to 
ensure peace, security and effective law 
enforcement across the district.

Jaipur, June 17 (Representative) 

The People union for Civil Liberties 
(PUCL) has condemned “systematic 
manipulation of census data,”suppression 

of ground realities” in the ongoing census 
drill. The PUCL views with the gravest alarm 
the revelations made in some media reports 
regarding the conduct of the ongoing Census 
House listing Operations (HLO) across some 
states including Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 
This discloses a disturbing and unconscionable 
pattern; that ground-level enumerators are being 
systematically pressured by senior officials to 
alter, revise, and falsify data that accurately 
reflects the lived conditions of India’s most 
marginalised citizens, and to replace truthful 
enumeration with figures that serve the political 
interests of the ruling dispensation., A statement 
issued under the sign of PUCL National 
President Kavita Srivastava, General Secretary 
V Suresh and Rajasthan State President Anant 
Bhatnagar, stated late last night. The data 
collected determines the allocation of welfare 
entitlements, targeted poverty programmes, 

infrastructure investments, and crucially, 
delimitation of parliamentary constituencies. 
The Census is, therefore, inseparable from the 
right to equality (Article 14), the 
right to life and dignity (Article 
21), and the right of citizens to 
be counted truthfully as bearers 
of rights. To falsify Census 
data is not an administrative 
irregularity: it is a violation of 
fundamental rights, the statement 
read. 
The testimony of enumerators, 
paints a picture of deprivation 
that is profoundly at odds with government’s 
self-congratulatory claims.Enumerators in 
some states including Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh have reported ; households without 
toilets, where residents defecate in the open, 
contradicting the government’s declaration that 
India is Open Defecation Free (ODF). They 
also reported, households without piped or 
treated tap water, contradicting the Jal Jeevan 
Mission’s claim of near-universal household 
water connectivity. Households dependent on 
firewood, dung cakes, kerosene for cooking, 

also contradict data on LPG connections 
under the Ujjwala scheme. Households with 
tin roofs being instructed to be reclassified 

as having concrete roofs, a 
naked falsification of housing 
conditions. Households 
without electricity or internet, 
contradicting claims of 
digital inclusion. Residents so 
impoverished and excluded from 
state welfare that they pleaded 
with enumerators to help them 
access basic entitlements, 
housing, LPG, water, pensions, 

that they had never received despite being 
counted as beneficiaries in government data. 
These are not discrepancies in methodology. 
They are the face of structural deprivation, of 
a welfare architecture that has been constructed 
on paper while millions remain without its 
basic provisions in reality, the PUCL officials 
stated in the statement. “This is not the first 
time that official welfare data has been found 
to diverge sharply from ground realities. 
The SIR exercise, deletions from voter rolls, 
manipulated BPL lists, these form part of a 

consistent and dangerous pattern of state-
manufactured invisibility of the poor. The 
Census, which carries unique constitutional 
weight and long-term demographic and 
electoral consequences, cannot be permitted 
to become another instrument in this edifice of 
official falsification”, they have asserted. 
Keeping in view vulnerability of enumerators, 
they have demanded full protection, not 
coercion for enumerators. The invisible poor, 
those without roofs, toilets, electricity, or 
clean water, have a fundamental right to be 
seen, counted, and heard by the Indian State. 
Falsified Census data will not only deprive the 
poor of entitlements they 
urgently need; it will corrupt 
the very basis of democratic 
representation for decades. 
The PUCL, therefore, 
demanded immediate halt 
to all instructions, formal or 
informal, to enumerators to 
revise or ‘correct’ data that 
truthfully reflects ground 
conditions. The CMMS 
portal must not be used as 

an instrument of real-time surveillance to 
pressurise enumerators into data revision. A 
full, independent, and transparent inquiry into 
the letter issued by the Director of Census 
Operations, Rajasthan, on 2 June 2026, and 
all allied communications issued by Charge 
Officers, Sub-Divisional Census Officers, 
and District Coordinators in this connection. 
The constitution of an independent oversight 
mechanism, including civil society, retired 
senior bureaucrats, and statisticians with no 
government affiliation, to audit and verify 
Census data at the block level before final 
records are compiled. 

Kolkata, Jun 17 (FN Representative)

Merchants’ Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry organised an Exclusive 
Interaction with ‘French Business 

Delegation’ today (16.6.2026) at MCCI 
Conference Hall. The high-level 
six member business Delegation 
comprised. Mr. Thierry Morel, 
Consul General of France in 
Kolkata said on Tuesday that his 
country is committed to widen 
ties with India and collaborate 
in the areas of manufacturing, 
clean energy, aerospace and 
digital technology among 
others. Speaking at an Exclusive 
Interactive Session organised by Merchant's 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI), 
Morel said that France and India has ties in the 
fields of education and commerce. He said there 
are numerous establishments working in India 
at present. The French envoy was leading a nine 
member of delegation to MCCI. Referring to ties 
with West Bengal, Morel said the state serves as 
a gateway to South East Asia and is strategically 
located. The state is endowed with an educated 
workforce. West Bengal offers opportunities in 
logistics, clean energy and manufacturing. "We 

are here to build relationships between France 
and West Bengal", Morel said.
Ms. Estelle David, Director, South Asia, Business 
France in New Delhi, said presently large French 
corporations are working in India. "Our mission 
to bring French MSMEs to India. Opportunities 
are there in healthcare, food and luxury retail", 

according to her. "We want to develop business 
relationship between Indian and French 
MSMEs", she said. Ms. Florent Mangin, Chief of 
Service, Economic Affairs, Embassy of France 
in India, said the potential opportunities of West 
Bengal are being explored by the French mission. 
"We see a lot of confidence in the business 
environment of West Bengal at the moment. 
Sectors which are of interest are construction, 
logistics, agriculture and IT", he said. Ms. Dana 
Brahimi, Deputy of Economic Affairs, Embassy 
of France in India, said that Kolkata was once 

the commercial and cultural capital of India. "We 
are here to explore new sectors for investments in 
West Bengal. We are also looking at key drivers 
of investments in West Bengal", she said. Ms. 
Payal Kanwar, Director General of Indo-French 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry was also 
present.

Mr. Arun Kumar Garodia, Chair-
man, Council on Foreign Trade, 
MCCI in his Welcome Address 
said that West Bengal is experienc-
ing renewed economic momen-
tum driven by massive structural 
and industrial revitalization. “This 
is the opportune time for India-
France trade talks as the State is 
unlocking its potential to become 
a leading economic powerhouse 

in Eastern India” – said Mr. Garodia. He further 
mentioned that Indo-French Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry is establishing its presence 
in Eastern India with the launch of its Kolkata 
Chapter. This ice-breaking interaction will pro-
vide a unique platform for MCCI members to 
understand emerging business and investment 
opportunities in France, explore avenues for In-
do-French partnerships and collaborations. The 
session ended with a Vote of Thanks proposed by 
Mr. Arun Kumar Garodia, Chairman, Council on 
Foreign Trade, MCCI.

Bhubaneswar, June 17 (FN Representative)

In connection with the ongoing safety 
related modernisation works at Puri Railway 
Station, East Coast Railway has announced 
temporary changes in the operation 
of certain train services to facilitate 
infrastructure upgradation, improve 
operational efficiency and ensure enhanced 
safety in train operations. The following 
train services will remain cancelled due 
to the ongoing modernisation works: 
18415 Barbil–Puri Express commencing 
its journey from Barbil on 19th June 2026. 
18416 Puri–Barbil Express commencing 
its journey from Puri on 18th June 2026. 
18413/18414 Puri–Paradeep–Puri Intercity 
Express for journeys commencing on 18th 
and 19th June 2026.
In addition, the following trains will be 

short terminated and short originated at 
Khurda Road Railway Station on 18th and 
19th June 2026. 68421 Angul–Puri MEMU 
will be short terminated at Khurda Road 

instead of Puri. 68422 Puri–Angul MEMU 
will originate from Khurda Road instead of 
Puri. 12821 Shalimar–Puri Express will be 
short terminated at Khurda Road instead 
of Puri. 12822 Puri–Shalimar Express will 
originate from Khurda Road instead of Puri 
on 19th and 20th June 2026.
The following train services have been 
rescheduled on nominated dates: 20861 

Puri–Ahmedabad Express scheduled to 
depart from Puri at 19:10 hrs on 17th June 
2026 will now leave at 23:30 hrs on the 
same day. 18452 Puri–Hatia Tapaswini 
Express scheduled to leave Puri at 20:00 
hrs on 18th June 2026 will now depart 
at 00:45 hrs on 19th June 2026. 12801 
Puri Anand Vihar Terminal Purushottam 
Express scheduled to depart from Puri at 
21:55 hrs on 18th June 2026 will now leave 
at 00:15 hrs on 19th June 2026. 18477 
Puri–Yog Nagari Rishikesh Utkal Express 
scheduled to leave Puri at 20:45 hrs on 
18th June 2026 will now depart at 01:00 
hrs on 19th June 2026. Passengers are 
advised to take note of the above changes 
and plan journeys accordingly. For updated 
train information, passengers may visit the 
National Train Enquiry System (NTES) or 
use official railway enquiry services before 
commencing their journey.

Bhubaneswar, June 17 (FN Representative) 

Ahead of the grand Sital Sasthi festival in 
Sambalpur, TP Western Odisha Distribution 
Limited (TPWODL) has undertaken 
extensive infrastructure upgrades and 
safety measures to ensure uninterrupted 
power supply and safe passage of the 
festival processions. With lakhs of 
devotees expected to participate in one of 
western Odisha’s most celebrated festivals, 
the utility has strengthened the power 
distribution network across key procession 
routes and congregation points in the 
city. As part of the initiative, TPWODL 
installed 76 joist poles and 65 PSC poles 
and completed nearly 16 circuit kilometres 
of Low Tension (LT) Aerial Bunched (AB) 
cable work in areas including Nandapada, 
Jharuapada, Phasor Club, Rastaliya, 
Modipada, Pani Tanki, Pattnaik Pada, 

Thelkopada and Gol Bazar. The upgrades 
are aimed at improving line clearances 
and ensuring the smooth movement 
of the Sital Sasthi 
processions. To enhance 
public safety, fencing 
has been installed 
around distribution 
transformers at 15 high-
footfall locations. 
A special maintenance 
drive covering 328 poles 
along the procession 
routes was also 
carried out. During the 
exercise, unsafe cable 
joints were replaced 
with insulated cables, 
while distribution boxes were installed 
on poles to improve safety and streamline 
service connections. TPWODL has also 
put in place a contingency plan for the 

festival period. Dedicated teams will 
monitor the power network round-the-
clock and respond to emergencies, while 

two mobile distribution 
transformers have been 
kept on standby for 
immediate deployment 
if required. TPWODL 
Chief Executive 
Officer Parveen Verma 
said the utility was 
committed to ensuring 
a safe and hassle-free 
celebration. “Sital 
Sasthi is an integral part 
of western Odisha’s 
cultural heritage. Our 
teams have worked 

extensively to strengthen the network 
and implement enhanced safety measures 
so that devotees can celebrate without 
disruption,” he added. 


