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INDIA, THE QUAD, U.S.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

JAYANTH JACOB @ New Delhi

OMETIMES, the disappearance
of a single word can reveal more
than a major policy announce-
ment. The growing preference
within the Trump administration
for “Asia” over “Indo-Pacific”
may seem semantic, but in geo-
politics, language often signals strategic in-
tent. The shift has sparked a debate over
whether Washington is recalibrating its re-
gional priorities, and what that could mean
for India, the Quad, and the balance of power
in Asia.

The debate intensified after the US Defense
Department renamed the Indo-Pacific Com-
mand (INDOPACOM) as Pacific Command
(PACOM), restoring its original title. Com-
bined with the November 2025 US National
Security Strategy’s use of “Asia” rather than
“Indo-Pacific”, the move was read by policy
experts as a retreat from a concept that has
shaped regional diplomacy for nearly a dec-
ade. For India, its implications could extend
well beyond terminology.

Why Indo-Pacific matters

The concept of the Indo-Pacific emerged
from the growing recognition that the Indian
and Pacific oceans had become a single inter-
connected strategic theatre. Trade routes,
energy flows, military deployments, and geo-
political competition increasingly linked
East Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia, and
the western reaches of the Indian Ocean. The
idea gained prominence during the late 2010s,
particularly under the first Trump adminis-
tration. It reflected a growing concern in
Washington, Tokyo, Canberra and New Delhi
about China’s expanding economic influ-
ence, military modernisation and increas-
ingly assertive regional posture.

By replacing the older framework of “Asia-
Pacific” with “Indo-Pacific”, policymakers
were making a deliberate statement. The
change in terminology explicitly recognised
India as a central strategic actor rather than
a peripheral one. It broadened the geograph-
ic map of regional security and signaled that
the future balance of power would depend
not only on developments in East Asia but
also on the Indian Ocean.

The phrase quickly became embedded in
official documents, defence strategies, diplo-
matic dialogues, and alliance structures
across several countries.

The Quad and the Indo-Pacific
vision

Perhaps no institution embodies the Indo-
Pacific concept more clearly than the Quad-
rilateral Security Dialogue, or Quad. The
grouping brings together Australia, India, Ja-
pan and the United States. First proposed in
2007, it remained dormant for several years
before being revived during Trump’s first
term. Its revival coincided with growing con-
cerns about China’s regional influence and a
shared desire among the four countries to
preserve a rules-based order in the region.

Although Quad members have consistent-
ly rejected descriptions of the grouping as an
anti-China alliance, its emergence has often
been understood as a response to Beijing’s
growing geopolitical weight. The Quad has
expanded beyond traditional security con-
cerns to include cooperation on maritime
awareness, critical technologies, supply
chains, infrastructure, cyber security, cli-
mate resilience et al.

The Indo-Pacific framework provided the
conceptual glue that held this agenda togeth-
er. It gave the four countries a shared strate-
gic geography and a common vocabulary for
discussing regional challenges.

That is why any apparent retreat from the
term “Indo-Pacific” immediately raises ques-
tions about the Quad’s future trajectory. If
the organising concept loses prominence in
Washington, observers naturally wonder
whether the institution built around it could
lose momentum as well.

Early signals of change

The debate intensified after the publication
of the US National Security Strategy in No-
vember 2025. The document continued to
view India as an important partner and ex-
pected New Delhi to contribute to regional
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security. But unlike the 2017 NSS, which re-
peatedly emphasised the “Indo-Pacific”, the
2025 document referred instead to “Asia”.

Security documents are carefully crafted
texts. Every phrase reflects internal debates,
bureaucratic compromises, and policy pref-
erences. When a term disappears, analysts
wonder whether it reflects a broader rethink-
ing of strategy.

The key question is whether the new ter-
minology represents a genuine strategic shift
or simply a rhetorical adjustment.

The shift away from the term “Indo-Pacif-
ic” may reflect more than a change in diplo-
matic vocabulary. It could signal a broader

The term Indo-Pacific was first
» coined and conceptualised by
German geopolitician Karl
Haushofer in the 1920s

He imagined it as a region where
Japan, China and India would
ally with Germany in a struggle
against imperialist forces

reassessment of how the Trump administra-
tion views America's role in Asia and, cru-
cially, its relationship with China.

The Indo-Pacific framework emerged dur-
ing a period when Washington increasingly
viewed China as a strategic challenger and
sought to strengthen partnerships with coun-
tries such as India, Japan and Australia. The
Quad's revival under Trump's first term was
widely seen as part of that effort to build a
network of like-minded powers capable of
balancing Beijing's growing influence.

The current administration, however, ap-
pears less interested in organising regional
strategy around explicit competition with
China. Rather than constructing coalitions
aimed at balancing Beijing, it has signaled a
preference for reducing geopolitical commit-
ments and avoiding new antagonistic blocs.
In this context, the shift from “Indo-Pacific”
to the more neutral “Asia” may be an attempt
to move away from a framework that had be-
come closely associated with strategic rival-
ry and containment.

This also gains significance amid recur-
ring discussions in Washington's strategic
circles about a possible “G-2” approach -- the
idea that the world's two largest economies,
the United States and China, have a unique
responsibility to manage global stability
through engagement rather than confronta-
tion. While the administration has not for-
mally embraced such a framework yet, its
reluctance to foreground China-centric alli-
ances has fuelled speculation that it prefers
selective cooperation with Beijing.

The change may also reflect the adminis-
tration's longstanding emphasis on burden-
sharing. The 2025 National Security Strategy
continues to expect regional powers, includ-
ing India, to contribute more actively to their
own security and regional stability. Rather
than positioning the US as the primary guar-
antor of order, the document suggests a mod-
el in which local actors shoulder greater
responsibility.

At the same time, Washington faces com-
peting demands in Europe, West Asia, and
Asia. Economic pressures, domestic priori-
ties and concerns about the costs of overseas
commitments have strengthened arguments
for a more restrained foreign policy. A nar-
rower regional framing may therefore be
part of a broader effort to reduce strategic
obligations while preserving American
influence.

Taken together, these shifts suggest a de-
parture from the expansive Indo-Pacific vi-
sion that defined much of the past decade.
The question is no longer whether the United
States will remain engaged in the region, but
whether it still sees balancing China as the
organising principle of that engagement.

MANISH KUMAR @ Chennai

N June 3 this
year, Justice G
Jayachandran
of the Madras
High Court
penned one of
the most stri-
dent indictments of In-
dia's justice delivery sys-
tem in recent memory.
The reason: an election
petition filed by DMK neta
M Appavu in 2016 shortly
after losing to AIADMK’s
I S Inbadurai by a slim
margin of 49 votes from
the Radhapuram assem-

As CJI Surya Kant recently said,
people’s confidence in the justice
delivery system rests on quick verdicts

Decade for 49-vote margin

The Appavu case reads like a slow
burn thriller. After the May 2016
Tamil Nadu assembly election, the

returning officer declared Inba-
durai the winner by 49 votes. Ap-
pavu challenged it, alleging that
203 postal ballots, which were at-
tested by headmasters of middle
schools, had been wrongly rejected
on the ground that "headmasters
were not gazetted officers." He also
alleged irregularities in the 19th,
20th and 21st rounds of counting
of EVM votes.

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF

a postal ballot recount.

The case went to Justice Jayach-
andran, who on September 24, 2019
reserved his order. A week later, on
October 1, 2019, he delivered a cat-
egorical finding: the 203 postal bal-
lots had been wrongly rejected as
headmasters were indeed gazetted
officers. Further, the judge ordered

Inbadurai immediately ap-
proached the SC, which on Octo-

bly constituency in
Tirunelveli district, got
decided 10 years later, by
which time the outcome
was academic. It was not
just that two assembly
elections happened in be-
tween. It was that the Su-
preme Court ordered a
stay on announcing the
outcome of a recount of
postal ballots in the case

IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

Anpendin-iv-h [See Prowas b Rule 9 (1)
E-huctlon Sale Motlce for Sale of Immovable &ssets under the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financlal Aseets and Enforcemsant of Security Infersst Sct, 2002 read
with prowise to Rule B{1) of the Security imterest (Enforcement) Suda, 003

in 2019. It then sat on it for
six long years before va-
cating the stay and re-
manding the matter back
to the Madras high court.
Curiously, the SC also let
the question that was at
the heart of the litigation
go undecided: Do middle
school headmasters quali-
fy as gazetted officers to
attest postal ballots?
Significantly, an SC
bench extensively heard
the matter on March 23,
2021 but inexplicably failed
to wrap it up. One plausi-
ble explanation for leaving
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Further, communications, corrigendum, amendments, If any, will be

Agsistant General Manager , General Administration
& Marketing Section, Circle Office, Kozhikoda
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION & MARKETING SECTION,
CIRCLE OFFICE, KOZHIKODE

TENDER NOTICE

Offers are invited from the eligible firms for Empaneiment to carry out
Manlenance/installation of CCTY, Fire & Burglar Alarm & Fire
Extinguishers in varous branches, ATMs and Administrative Buildings
coming under Circle Office Kozhikode.

The details are available inour Bank's Website: hifps:/iwww.
canarabank.bank.inftenders. Interested firms may download the
appiication and submit with all supporting documents, duly filled to the
Circle Office Kozhikode address. Last date for submission is
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DETAILS CONTACT : MANAGER, KOTTARAKKARA PH: B446003568
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Cate ; 19062036, Place : Kollarakkara

I Floar, @K Arcade Palarieatiom Bypass Jn..
Vermala P.O., Emakulam-552028, Ph: D484-4558738,
e«rmail ; legal_srnfimahabank.co.in
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
{Appendiv-Iv.4)
Date of E-Auction: 06-07-2026 between 11.00 AM to 3.00 PM

with &uto extension of § minutes in case Bid is placed with in last 5 minutes

ZOMAL OFFICE- ERNAKLILAM

Last date & time for submisslon of BldDepesit of ENMD and Proof: B6-07-2026 upto 11,00 AM.

the core legal question on
headmasters open could
be that the bench that
heard the arguments in
2021 had changed. As Chief
Justice of India Surya
Kant observed in a recent
case, “The interval be-
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TENDER For Supply and Installation

=, INTERNATIONAL FLOWER AUCTION BANGALORE LIMITED
'" #24, BELLARY ROAD, HEBBAL, Bengaluru-560024
Phone:- 8080303339 8431233867
E-Mail:- ifablimited@gmail.com, Website ;-www.ifabindia.org

Date: 15.06.2026
of Technolagical Equipment's Including

Date & Time of inspection of property on: 22-06-2026 to 06-07-2026
bebtween 11.00 AM and 05.00 PM with prior appointment
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ADDRESSING THE MALADY OF JUDICIAL DELAYS

a whopping 49 lakh cases have
been pending in high courts across
the country for over 10 years. They
constitute 10% of the pendency of
all high court cases.

ber 4, 2019, let the counting pro-
ceed but stayed the declaration of
result.

What followed was a series of
adjournments, part-heard listings,
and indifferent orders that
stretched till the third week of
May this year. As Justice Jayach-
andran eventually observed,

it was a "grave mockery of
justice".
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Registered Office; Grape Garden, Mo.27, 3rd “A" Cross, 13th Main, 6th Block, Koramangala, Bangalury — 56000585, Kamataka
Branch Office: No 67/29361), Ground FloorVithayathil Bullding, Old Railway Station Road, Emakulam North, Kerala-662 (18

acErmsn of powers confarrad ur

E-AUCTION NOTICE

E-Auction Motice for Sale under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
InterestAct (SARFAES] &ct) 2002, Read with Proviso Rule B(G) & 91} of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rulas 2002,

The undersigned &5 Authonsed Ofcer ol Ujjivan Small Finance Bank Lid, has taken possession of the tallovang property o
wiiier Sechion 134{d) of the SARFAESIACT, The Borroawsr in particular and pobbc al large aee infarmed
that E-Auciion of the morgage propery in thae balow mantioned account for realzation of duss of the Bank will bo held on = AS 1S
WHERE IS BASIS " and ™ AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" on the dade as prescribed as here undsr,

Loan Account Mumber / (i) Date of 13-2 Notice & Presant R Pri Earnest Money
Name of Borrower! Demand Amount as on Outstanding Balance EEFWE nce Deposit (EMD)
Co-Barrowen!Guarantor (i} Date of Possession in INR in INR
1193210030000001 |(i) 12.02.2025, 182,57 641/ T 99,69,610.8 (Rupess X =
1 Ms.Andhimalil Fuets iRupees B 5_|_|:'.:|'-T'i|"3 Lakh Fifty-Seven Minety Wine Lakhs Sixly % gﬁlm'um j H'EE:PUL?:h
i Thousand Six Hundred and Forty-0ne | wine Thousand Six Hundred | (Rupees Ninsty-Five | 'JF"E_“ i : 3
2MrAM Surendran  |Only) as on 29.01.2025 ans Ten and paise it Lakhs Only) Filty Thausand
1. Mre.Shobha K C il} Symbolic Possession 10,07 2025 Orily| as on 16.06.2026 : A
+ M5 210N & Physical Possession 15012026 i

Property Description/Schedule: All that Part & Parcel of property having 1/60th Undivided Share in 28.35 ares in Re-
Survey Mo 37E0S, Old Sureey Mo, 572, Biock Mo, 13, In Maradu Village, Together with Apartment Ne.3 B in Third Floor
having a Super Built-up area of 213.58 Square Meter together with a cowerad car parking space in the ground floor and
cammon facilifies and amanitas in the beilding named "Grand Meadows™ at Kanayannur Taluk, Emakulam Distrigt and
the Boundanes as per location sketch (Mo, FASIA0E2-23) for 28.35 Ares in Re-Sunvey Mo 3775 are; East Road, South:

tween the hearing and the
pronouncement also af-
fects the quality of the ad-
judication, as a judgment

Double Deep Racking System, Pallets, Conveyor Balt System, Etc.. and
Construction of Flower Storage Cold Rooms for Strengthening of
Internatienal Flower Auction Bangalore Limited Under RIDF Project.

Two bid system online tenders are invited through Kamataka

Passessian iype, Resere Frm and the Erarnes Money Depost &0 @80 oW a5 unche

"-I'31 I':.I nznqa‘ fﬂlamassn";’lﬁlr;l-:alF'D "'"ErlhaiaEn |H1 .ﬂ-rlhrH;aJ ﬁ]a:-ru_r"a E-'EIE&"H:I
Mr. Rahul &, Flat No 1404/D Cedar Park, Apariments Perumbaikkadu Village,

Last Date for submission of Bid

proparty of Thomas Vayalat, West: Canal, Morth: Property of Magpal Buildars,

bears the imprint of the
arguments that preceded
it, and it reflects them most
faithfully when it follows
them closely.”

The Appavu verdict is
not just a story about a
disputed election, but a
mirror held up to a system
in which justice grinds so
slowly that it often defeats
its purpose. As per the Na-

tional Judicial Data Grid, DIPRICPZTT/SHIRDI SAI2026-27

e-procurement portal hitps:/(kppp.karmataka.gov.in, by IFAB Ltd.,
on 15.06.2026 for Supply and Installation of Technological
Equipment's Including Double Deep Racking System, Pallets,
Conveyor Belt System, Etc., and Construction of Flower
Storage Cold Rooms (IFAB/2025-26/PM/WORK_INDENT3/
CALL-5) Under RIDF at International Flower Auction Bangalore
Limited from the interested parties. The documenis are available
in the Kamataka Procurement Portal only from 15.06.2026 and last
date for bid submission is on 23.06.2026 till 4.00 PM,

Sdl-
Managing Director

Humarar,alll;r;-rF' 0, Eflumanoar, Kotktavem — BBE016

Clitstanding Armound @ RS, 40,35 868/ [Hup&es Forty Lakhs thirty five thousand eight
hundred and sixty nine only} plus prevaiing rate of inferest with effect from 1211, 2024 [Ls
J0.28.057% + pocrued interest Rs. 1 07 618/~ +penal inerest Rs. 37)-+ Dischame charge Rs. 177)
Description of Immovabée property with Enown Encumbrances: Al that peces and parcel
afihe progerty consisting of 0202 Ares ol land comgpnsed in Re BBE-3, Blogk Mo 36, of
Parmpady Villege, Koltayam Taluk and the buiding bearing no, 02482 Pampady
Gramnpanu:hayatr'u totally admessuring 1661859, M ‘within the limit of Pampady Grama
Fanchaysth, and regisiered i the name of Mrg. Alphonga Cyrus and Mr. Rabul 3 in the
Regisiration Sub - Distrcl Fampady and Regisiration Disticl - Kottaysm, Boundary as
per Site Plan: Morth: Property of Gopatakrishnen Koolunkal; Egst: Road; Sowth; Property
of Manoj Pushpamangalam; West: Pathway. CERSAIID ; 20007 3627HE
Reserve Price: Rs_26,00,000- | EMI: Rs 260,000 | Bid Incremant: Rs 10,000/

For delaied erms and condilicns ol the sale, please refer 16 [he link
"hitps:iwwnw bankofmaharaghira.infpropsaleasp’ peovided in lhe Bank's
wensile and atsn on E-hikray portal (e lbapd.In).

Place: Emakulam, Date: 20-06-2028,  5d'- Authorised Officer, For Bank of Maharshira

epaper.newtndtanaﬁ‘s.mm .

on or before 14.07.2026, Betwesn 10.00 a.m and 5.00 p.m

DATE AND TIME OF E-AUCTION : 15.07.2026, from 11.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon

Date & Time of Inspection of the property
13.07.2026 Between 10.00 a.m and 5.00 p.m

For More Details Contact Bank Authorized Officer
Mr.Adithya - 95435 91627- & Mr.Tijo Sajan - T8451 92961

Date; 21.08. 2026

The e-Auction is being held on "AS IEWHERE 13" and "AS 153 WHAT 153 BASIS™.
The E-fAuction will be conducted through UWjivan Small Finance Bank approved E-auction service provider -
Mis C1 Indla PYT LTD. Contact person — Mr. Prabhakaran (Mob: 74182 B1709). The intending bldders are advised to visit
httpsiiwwew bankeauetions com or httpsww. Ujjivansfb infe-auctions for the details of e properly in the weshste and loe
laking part in Bhe Bid they should redgisher thaeir names al pordad hitps:waee bankesuctions.com amd gel thelr usar-id and
password free of cosl. Prospediive bidders may avail oolineg lrain
LTD, Halpling Mumber's- 72919 18824, 25, 26 support emall id:-
hitps:iferere.bankeauctions.com.
Far detailed farms and condifions of the sishe, please rmfer ko the ek provided in car Bank's [ Secured Credilor’s website ie

https:/iwww.ujjivansfb.in/e-auctions /| httpsiiwww.bankeauctions.com

ingg on E-Auction from the sendce provider Mis, C1 India PVT
supportillbankeauctions.com, Auction portal -

G-
Authorized Officer
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank




