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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirumala

A record 51,38,976 devotees uti-
lised the free luggage deposit-
and-delivery services of  the 
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthan-
ams (TTD) during the peak 
summer months of  April and 
May 2026. 

To handle this unprecedent-
ed surge, TTD deployed a mod-
ernised, tech-driven network 
comprising 66 dedicated 
counters across the Tirumala 
hills and pedestrian trekking 
routes. 

Operating round-the-clock 
with 345 personnel working in 
three shifts, the extensive secu-

rity framework allowed over 
half  a crore pilgrims to safely 
store their bags, luggage, and 
mobile phones before entering 
the darshan lines. The summer 
rush saw substantial year-on-
year growth across both 
months. 

April 2026 recorded 23,15,279 
deposits compared to 20,75,481 
in April 2025—an increase of  
2,39,798 transactions. May 2026 
witnessed an even sharper 
spike, handling 28,23,697 depos-
its against 23,82,622 in May 
2025, yielding an increase of
4,41,075. 

Reflecting the intense pres-
sure on temple logistics, a stag-
gering 3,41,742 devotees utilised 

these free storage services 
within a single recent three-day 
weekend window alone. For pil-
grims taking traditional trek-

king routes, specialised transit-
deposit hubs operate at the 
foothills. The Alipiri Footpath 
Luggage Centre runs 5 counters 

with 45 staff  members to man-
age a capacity of  10,194 items, 
while the Srivari Mettu Lug-
gage Centre handles up to 3,025 
deposits using 2 counters and 
10 personnel. 

Belongings left at these foot-
hill stations are securely trans-
ported upstream, allowing pil-
grims to reclaim them at 
designated delivery points 
upon arriving in Tirumala. 

To minimise wait times, ex-
tensive deposit and delivery in-
frastructure is strategically 
distributed across Tirumala:

Deposit Hubs: The Free Hall 
manages 8 counters for 17,291 
phones and 7,793 luggage bags, 
while the Narayanagiri Sheds 

accommodate 11,941 phones 
and 6,749 bags. Dedicated facili-
ties also serve the Vaikuntham 
Queue Complex, DD Hall, and 
the 300 Special Entry Darshan 
Hall.

Delivery Units: High-capaci-
ty retrieval points include the 
Alipiri Footpath Delivery Cen-
tre (9,345 items) near GNC, Sri-
vari Mettu Delivery Centre 
near TBC, and the massive PAC 
Counters 1–4 complex, which 
processes up to 20,477 mobile 
phones and 7,899 luggage 
deliveries.

At the core of  this operation 
is an advanced tech stack fea-
turing facial-recognition-as-
sisted QR code generation. 

When an item is deposited, a 
unique QR-coded sticker is af-
fixed to it, and a matching bar-
code receipt is generated for 
the devotee. Upon return, the 
pilgrim simply presents the re-
ceipt, enabling staff  to locate, 
retrieve, and hand back the be-
longings—typically in under 
one minute using the digital 
reference number.

TTD emphasises that these 
tracking and security services 
are provided entirely free of  
cost. Temple authorities urge 
all devotees to exclusively uti-
lise these official counters and 
to never hand over belongings 
without receiving an automat-
ed token receipt.

Kishan denies blocking Metro Phase 2
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad 

REFUTING Chief  Minister A 
Revanth Reddy’s allegations that he 
was blocking  funds for the Metro rail 
expansion in Hyderabad, Union Min-
ister of  Coal and Mines G Kishan 
Reddy asserted that neither he nor 
the Central government had ever ob-
structed Telangana’s development.

Referring to the Indian Railway Fi-
nance Corporation (IRFC) loan issue, 
Kishan said the Telangana govern-
ment had entered into an agreement 
for `13,500 crore and that the matter 
was primarily between the two par-
ties. He said he had discussed the is-
sue with Union Minister Manohar 
Lal Khattar on Tuesday morning and 
informed him about the chief  minis-

ter’s allegations regarding the halt-
ing of  the loan. 

According to Kishan, Khattar told 
him that there was a difference of  
opinion over the loan repayment con-
ditions. He said the Centre’s view 
was that Metro revenues should first 

be used to meet loan repayment obli-
gations, while the State government 
had reservations about the proposal.  
Kishan noted that metro projects 
across the country generally priori-
tise operational and maintenance ex-
penses before repaying loans and ar-
gued that ensuring financial 
sustainability should be the primary 
objective. He stressed the matter re-
quired further discussions and 
should not be politicised.

On Metro Phase-II, he said the 
chief  minister had met Khattar and 
that certain modifications had been 
suggested. He maintained that such 
issues should be resolved through 
discussions between the Centre and 
the State government rather than 
through public accusations.

TTD sets new record in luggage deposit and delivery services
51,38,976 devotees utilise free service during peak summer months of April and May; TTD operates a tech-driven network comprising 66 dedicated counters

S U D A R S A N  M A H A R A N A  @ Bhubaneswar

FROM an image of  the iconic Stone 
Chariot at Hampi’s Vijaya Vitthala 
Temple being used in place of  the 
Konark Sun Temple to a picture of  
the Karnataka Legislative Assembly 
replacing the Odisha Assembly, and 
even Berhampur being pre-
sented as a district, the State 
government has come under 
scrutiny over more than 
1,600 errors in textbooks 
prescribed for Classes I to 
VIII this academic session.

The new textbooks, re-
vised and published in line 
with the National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020, have been 
found to contain a signifi-
cant number of  errors, in-
cluding grammatical mis-
t a k e s ,  i n c o r r e c t 
identification of  landmarks, 
wrong tribal nomenclature 
a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l 
inaccuracies.

A total of  1,678 factual and typo-
graphical errors have so far been de-
tected in textbooks for Classes I to 
VIII at the elementary level, with 
Class VIII textbooks accounting for 
the highest number of  inaccuracies 
at 705. The errors span subjects rang-
ing from Odia and English to Social 

Science. Among the blunders, a pic-
ture of  the UNESCO World Heritage 
Site Hampi has been featured in place 
of  Odisha’s UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, the Konark Sun Temple. 

Similarly, a photograph of  Karna-
taka’s Vidhan Soudha has been erro-
neously printed as the Odisha Legis-

lative Assembly in a Class 
VIII Social Science textbook. 
Geographical and cultural 
references have also been 
misrepresented, with the 
State’s Niyamgiri Hills be-
ing mentioned as being lo-
cated in Jharkhand and the 
Dongria tribe being referred 
to as “Dongaria”.

While spelling errors have 
also been found in the names 
of  eminent personalities 
printed in various books. 
There are also grammatical 
errors in Odia, English and 
other textbooks. For in-
stance, “greatest” is spelt as 
“gretest” in an English text-

book. According to the Odisha School 
Education Programme Authority 
(OSEPA), the textbooks were pre-
pared by the State Council of  Educa-
tional Research and Training 
(SCERT) as an “Experimental Edi-
tion” for the academic session 2026-27 
in line with NEP 2020. 

Hampi for Konark: 1,600 
textbook errors & counting

TN revises crop 
loan waiver scheme 
up to `75,000
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai 

CHIEF Minister C Joseph Vijay on 
Tuesday announced a revised crop 
loan waiver scheme under which all 
marginal, small, and large farmers 
who availed crop loans up to `75,000 
from cooperative banks would re-
ceive a full waiver. 

Those who borrowed more than 
`75,000 would be eligible for a waiver 
of  `35,000. The scheme will benefit 
14.43 lakh farmers who obtained crop 

loans from cooperative 
banks between May 
1, 2025, and Febru-
ary 28, 2026.

On May 25, the 
government had an-

nounced a waiver of  
loans up to `50,000 for 

m a r- ginal farmers and a 50% 
waiver on loans up to  `50,000 for 
small farmers. Large farmers with 
crop loans of  up to ̀ 1 lakh were eligi-
ble for a waiver of  `5,000. 

However, a section of  farmers 
staged protests demanding a com-
plete waiver of  crop loans for hold-
ings up to five acres and a 50% waiver 
for farmers owning more than five 
acres. The CM chaired a review meet-
ing and asked ministers and senior 
officials to restructure the scheme.
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A school teacher was allegedly cheated of `30.30 lakh by 
cyber fraudsters in Bengaluru who lured her into an “online 
task” scam through Telegram, promising easy income, 
attractive commissions, and quick profits from home 
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