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T
his is the city that
gave the world Em-
meline Pankhurst. 

She fought hard to give
the women of this country
the right to vote and im-
pacted other parts of the
world, too. Women have
come a long way since that
su�ragette moment. 

As has women’s cricket,
from the times of talented,
but neglected, unpaid fe-
male players.

Even at the time of the
FIFA World Cup, the Wo-
men’s T20 World Cup has
managed to attract plenty
of attention. And on Sun-
day afternoon here at Old
Tra�ord, India is taking on
South Africa in one of the
biggest matches yet. It is al-
so a potential quarter�nal.

In this Group of Death,
India and South Africa are
pooled alongside Australia,

which is looking in omi-
nous touch and is on top of
Group A with three wins in
as many games. The �rst of
those was against South
Africa. It was rather a com-
prehensive one, too.

Laura Wolvaardt’s wo-
men have bounced back
since then, beating Pakis-
tan by two wickets. But
they know the neighbour-
ing Asian country is a di�e-
rent kettle of �sh, though
they have the pleasant me-
mories of thrashing India
4-1 in a bilateral T20I series
in South Africa just a cou-
ple of months ago.

India then went on to
lose in England (1-2) too,
ahead of the World Cup.
The Women in Blue, ho-
wever, have had a great
start to their World Cup
campaign, but the wins,
authoritative though they
were, came against Pakis-
tan and the Netherlands.

This is India’s �rst real
test in the competition.

But the batting of Smriti
Mandhana, who hit 68 and

74 in those matches, and
Shafali Verma, who re-
turned to form with a �fty
in the last match, up the or-
der and Richa Ghosh lower
down seems to deliver
what it has promised.

The team management
may not, however, mind
more runs from Jemimah
Rodrigues and captain
Harmanpreet Kaur, who
will feature in a historic
200th T20I. It will be inter-
esting to see who they
bring in in place of
Shreyanka Patil, the in-
jured o�-spinner who is
out of the tournament.

The Proteas will want to
remind India of that recent
series. They are a well-ba-
lanced side that has had
some great results over the
last couple of years.

Wolvaardt leads a strong
batting line-up, while the
return of the pacy Shab-
nim Ismail has made the at-
tack sharper. Then, there
are the quality all-rounders
like Marizanne Kapp and
Annerie Dercksen.

The match could potentially decide one semi�nalist from the Group of

Death; Wolvaardt & Co. had beaten Harmanpreet’s side in a recent series 
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India meets SA in
�rst real challenge
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Smooth start: India has registered emphatic wins over Pakistan and the Netherlands. X@BCCIWOMEN

Another day. Another
milestone.

But it is unlikely that
Harmanpreet Kaur would
be thinking too much
about becoming the �rst
woman — or man for that
matter — to play 200 T20Is
when she walks out to toss
with Laura Wolvaardt at
Old Tra�ord here on Sun-
day afternoon. 

She could only be con-
cerned about the job at
hand, the match against
South Africa, and the sig-
ni�cance of it, when it
comes to getting a ticket
for the semi�nals at the
Women’s T20 World Cup.

Harmanpreet has not
just been one of the key
batters for India for several
years, but an inspirational
captain as well. 

It was only �tting that
she was the skipper when
India won the ODI World
Cup at Navi Mumbai beat-
ing South Africa.

She deserved that ho-
nour. Her fairytale innings
against Australia in the
semi�nals of the 2017
World Cup took the In-
dians to the �nal, where
they went down to En-
gland at Lord’s. 

That knock inspired not
just the girls in India but
across the world.

Among them was Chloe
Tryon. “It was incredible
to watch that innings and it
has been remarkable to
watch her journey too,”
says the South African all-
rounder, who has been her
teammate at Mumbai In-
dians in the WPL. 

“Since the time I was a
small girl, I was looking up
to big players and she has
been a role model for so

many players around the
world.”

Tryon thinks it is amaz-
ing that Harmanpreet con-
tinues to play. “And she is
leading from the front,
which is really good to

see,” she says. “I hope she
has 200 games more; I
don’t know how many
more she could push
through. It is great to see
how much the women’s
game has grown and the
way she has taken it for-
ward. She is a �erce player.
You get afraid the longer
she bats”. 

Harmanpreet at 200 —
standing the test of time
P.K. Ajith Kumar
MANCHESTER

One of a kind: Harmanpreet will add another feather to her cap 

on Sunday. GETTY IMAGES

Harmanpreet is a
top-level athlete. She has
been a performer, be it
in any format. She has a
great work ethic and
keeps working on the
basics

AAVISHKAR SALVI 
India bowling coach

She shares her
experience with the
youngsters and passes
on a lot of information.
This will help them in
their career growth

Australia 219/6 in 20 overs (Beth
Mooney 74, Ashleigh Gardner 58,
Georgia Wareham 41, Iris Zwilling
3/52) bt Netherlands 121/3 in 20
overs (Babette de Leede 56 n.o.,
Sterre Kalis 44 n.o.). Toss:

Netherlands; PoM: Mooney.
Bangladesh 123/6 in 20 overs
(Nigar Sultana 36, Shorna Akter
39 n.o., Fatima Sana 2/18) bt
Pakistan 100/8 in 20 overs

(Sanjida Akter 3/21, Nahida Akter
3/18). Toss: Bangladesh; PoM:

Shorna.
On Friday: New Zealand 140/6 in
20 overs (Amelia Kerr 30, Brooke
Halliday 34, Izzy Sharp 36, Orla
Prendergast 2/26, Cara Murray
2/26) bt Ireland 136/4 in 20 overs
(Gaby Lewis 58, Prendergast 59,
Amelia Kerr 2/23). Toss: Ireland.
PoM: Amelia Kerr.
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India produced another
dominant performance to
outclass Chile 6-0 and
storm into the �nal of the
Women’s Nations Cup here
on Saturday. 

Navneet Kaur (6th, 13th)
and Deepika (14th, 18th)
struck a brace apiece,
while Neha (32nd) and Ru-
tuja Dadaso Pisal (39th) al-
so found the net. 

Captain Salima Tete,
who was named Player-of-
the-Match, had a key role
with her all-round display.
“I am very happy with the
performance. We �nally
scored many goals, con-
verting our chances, and
that has been important
for us.” India will face host
New Zealand in the title
clash. New Zealand pipped

the USA 4-1 in a shootout
after a 1-1 stalemate.

India took the lead
through Navneet, who con-
verted the team’s �rst pe-
nalty corner with a crisp
strike. While Navneet de-
�ected the ball home for
the second goal, drag�ick-
er Deepika delivered suc-
cessful PCs to make it 4-0.
Neha’s PC conversion and
Rutuja’s reverse hit com-
pleted the rout.

The result: India 6 (Navneet
Kaur 6, 13, Deepika 14, 18, Neha
32, Rutuja 39) bt Chile 0.

India blows away
Chile, enters �nal

Deepika scored a brace in

India’s win. X@THEHOCKEYINDIA
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