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FINAL DEAL | Qatari, Pakistani officials to join negotiations; JD to attend meet

Vance: Witkoff & Araghchi in 
Switzerland for US-Iran talks
Washington: US Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance said on Satur-
day the peace talks with Iran 
were on and negotiators Steve 
Witkoff and Jared Kushner 
(R) were in Switzerland. Vance 
told Fox News he planned to 
join the talks in the next few 
days. 

“We’ll plan the talks when 
the principals from the Iranian 
government, and also the Qa-
tari and Pakistani govern-
ments, arrive. That may 
happen as soon as tomorrow, 
but these things are always a 
little bit in flux,” Vance said. 

“Jared and Steve have been 
on the ground now for a few 
hours, dealing with some of 
the technical elements of this 
negotiation,” Vance added. 

“My understanding, talking 
to Jared and Steve this Satur-
day morning, is things are 

going well,” Vance said. 
“What a lot of the criticisms 

of the deal have really under-
appreciated is that the US has 
all the cards. The Iranian mili-
tary is destroyed. The Iranians 
have committed to destroying 
that stockpile of enriched ma-
terial,” he said. “But we have 
economic pressure on the Ira -
nians we would be willing to re-
lieve if they do what we need 
them to do. If they don’t, there’s 
no skin off our back.” —PTI

Trump expects final deal within 60 days 

US President Donald Trump has said he expects Iran to agree 
to a final deal within 60 days of signing the MoU. Trump 

warned if no agreement is reached within the 60-day deadline 
that began on Thursday, the US would take steps Iran “won’t be 
happy” about. He did not expect talks to fail. Trump also told NBC 
News he had urged Israeli leaders to agree to a ceasefire with 
Hezbollah, describing the development as “positive”. Separately, 
the US State Department said a new round of Israel-Lebanon 
talks will be held in Washington next week.

Pak’s Naqvi in Iran; first high-level visit after initial pact
Islamabad: Pakistan Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi arrived in Iran on Saturday, marking the 
first visit by a senior Pakistani official 
since Washington and Tehran signed 
an agreement aimed at restoring peace 
in West Asia. 

Naqvi reached Mashhad on Saturday, 
Geo News reported.  

Mashhad is one of Iran’s most impor-
tant religious pilgrimage centres. Naqvi 
was likely to pay a spiritual visit to shrines in the 
city before travelling to Tehran later in the even-

ing. In the capital, he was likely to hold talks 
with senior Iranian officials.  

According to the state-run IRNA 
news agency, Naqvi will “monitor the 
ongoing negotiations” between Iran 
and the US during his visit. Naqvi and 
Araghchi were expected to travel to-
gether to Switzerland, sources said. 

Islamabad did not officially an-
nounce Naqvi’s visit, but he is expected 

to discuss upcoming technical-level talks be-
tween Washington and Tehran.  –Agencies

US Vice President JD Vance 
has blamed Pakistan’s press 

environment for a delay in re-
leasing the full text of the recent 
US-Iran agreement. 

Speaking on the podcast In-
teresting Times with Ross Dou-
that, Vance said the US had 
intended to release the agree-
ment on June 15 but did so only 
on June 17.  

“We actu ally wanted to get it 
out. Part of the misalignment 
here is in the Pakistani and Qa-
tari systems, they don’t quite have 

the First Amendment and free-
dom of the press,” Vance said. 

He added unlike in the US, 
there is no expectation in Pak 
that such documents will be re-
leased for public scrutiny. 

“There isn’t this expectation 
that the text is going to be out 
there for the Americans to ac-
tually probe and look at and ana-
lyse and understand for 
themselves. But it will be out,” 
Vance said.  His remarks came 
amid criticism from Democrats 
over the administration's deci-
sion to withhold the text of the 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) for two days after US 
President Donald Trump an-
nounced the interim agreement 
on June 15. 

US vice-prez blames Pakistan 
delay in releasing agreement

Soviet leader’s kin fights for 
Russia, captured by Ukraine

Ukrainian forces have cap-
tured Anton Milaev, the 
45-year-old adopted 

great-grandson of former Soviet 
leader Leonid Brezhnev, Babel 
reported on June 19. He was cap-
tured while fighting as part of 
the Russian military. 

The high-profile capture was 
initially reported by Russian 
media channels and sub-
sequently corroborated by 
sources within Ukraine’s Coor-
dination Headquarters for the 
Treatment of Prisoners of War, 
Babel reported. 

Milaev, the adopted grandson 
of Brezhnev’s daughter Galina, 
signed a military contract with 

the Russian Armed Forces in au-
tumn 2025 and was deployed to 
the front lines as a combat 
sapper, according to Babel. 
Shortly after his deployment, the 
45-year-old ceased all communi-
cation with his relatives in Nov 
2025. His family received notifi-
cation Milaev is being held as a 
priso ner of war in the Ukrainian-
controlled sector of the southern 
Kherson region.  


