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Telegram faces more
scrutiny than WhatsApp

RAKESH KUMAR @ New Delhi

ITH Telegram facing a temporary
restriction in India ahead of the
NEET (UG) re-examination sched-
uled for June 21, 2026, the messag-
ing platform has once again come
under scrutiny over its privacy
features. The government cited
the alleged misuse of Telegram channels
and groups that promised stu-
dents access to the NEET re-ex-

forms. The controversy raises a broader
question: Why has Telegram come under
the scanner of governments, and what fea-
tures does it offer that make it different
from rivals such as WhatsApp?

Telegram vs WhatsApp

Both Telegram and WhatsApp are free mes-
saging apps, but they are designed for differ-
ent kinds of users.

WhatsApp is mainly built for pri-
vate conversations between friends,

Lo X AUTHORITIES :

amination paper in exchange for ARE TARGETING family members and small groups.
money. According to reports, sev- THE PLATFORM | Telegram, on the other hand, com-
eral channels openly advertised INSTEAD OF bines messaging with social media-
purported leaked question papers ADDRESSING like features such as large groups,
and charged candidates anywhere THE ROOT public channels and cloud storage.
from a few thousand rupees to CAUSEOF = One major difference is how mes-
several lakhs. EXAMINATION sages are stored. WhatsApp uses

Telegram founder and CEO MALPRACTICE end-to-end encryption by default for

Dhruv Palvo has sharply criti-

cized the government’s action,
arguing that authorities are tar-
geting the platform instead of address-
ing the root cause of examination
malpractice. He also alleged that Reli-
ance was blocking access to Telegram
outside India. According to him, Meta
has invested in Reliance and, since
Meta owns WhatsApp, the move could

be part of alarger competitive bat-
tle between messaging plat-

all chats and calls, meaning only
the sender and receiver can read
the messages. On Telegram, only
“Secret Chats” have end-to-end en-
cryption. Regular chats are stored
on Telegram’s cloud servers. Tel-
egram’s cloud-based system al-
lows users to access their chats,
photos and documents from mul-
tiple devices at the same time
without depending
on a single phone.

LARGE GROUPS

1 One of Telegram'’s
biggest

advantages is the size
of its groups. While a
WhatsApp group can
have up to 1,024
members, a Telegram
group can have as
many as 2 lakh users.
For example, a coaching
institute, college
alumni association or a
large fan club can bring
thousands of people
togetherin a single

group.

HIDE PHONE

NUMBERS

2 0On WhatsApp,

your phone

number is usually
visible to people you
interact with. Telegram
allows users to create a
username and chat
without sharing their
mobile number. For
example, a student
joining a public
exam-preparation
group can participate in
discussions without
revealing personal
contact details.

ANONYMOUS
MESSAGE
FORWARDING

3 Telegram can
hide the identity

of the original sender
when a message is
forwarded. For
instance, if a user
shares a message in
one group and someone
forwards it to another
group, other people
may not be able to see
who originally sent it.

ANONYMOUS

ADMINS

4. Group
administrators

can choose to hide their
identity while
managing a group.
Instead of showing
their personal account
name, messages can

itself. This is useful for
people managing very
large communities.

EXTRA APP
SECURITY

5 Telegram allows
users to lock the

app with a PIN,
fingerprint or face
unlock. This means
that even if someone
gets access to your
phone, they may still
not be able to open
Telegram without the
additional security
check.

SELF-DESTRUCTING
ACCOUNTS

6 Telegram can
automatically

delete an account if it
remains inactive for a
long period. For
example, if a user does
not log in for several
months, the account
and its stored data can
be removed
automatically.

LARGE FILE
SHARING

7 Telegram is
popular because
it allows users to send
large files, including
videos, documents and
presentations, directly
through the app. For
example, a teacher can
share a full lecture
video or study material
with students without
using another
file-sharing service.

BOTS AND
AUTOMATION

8 Telegram
supports

automated tools called
bots. These bots can
send news updates,
answer questions,
conduct polls, provide
weather information or
help manage large
groups. For example, a
news channel can use a
bot to automatically

appear as if they were
posted by the group

send breaking news
alerts to subscribers

HOW WILL THE
CURBS ON FABLE 5
AND MYTHOS 5
AFFECT INDIA?

RAKESH KUMAR @ New Delhi

report has sparked debate across the
technology world after the US gov-
ernment imposed emergency export
controls on Anthropic’s most ad-
vanced AI models, Fable 5 and My-
thos 5. Under the directive, access to
the models would be restricted to the US,
making them unavailable to foreign nation-
als and organisations outside the country.
The restrictions were imposed due to na-
tional security and cybersecurity concerns
related to the advanced capabilities of the
Mythos system. Following the directive, An-
thropic was forced to disable access to the
models for foreign users, businesses and de-
velopers worldwide, including those in In-
dia. The development has raised several
questions about the capabilities of these Al
systems and what their restriction could
mean for countries such as India.

What are Fable 5 and Mythos 5?

Anthropic recently launched its next-gener-
ation “Mythos-class” Al architecture. The
company offers the technology in two ver-
sions. Claude Fable 5 is the commercial ver-
sion available to developers and businesses
and includes extensive safety guardrails de-
signed to block harmful requests.

Claude Mythos 5, meanwhile, is described
as a more unrestricted version with many
of the safety filters removed. It is reportedly
available only to a small group of vetted re-
searchers and cybersecurity professionals
through a programme called Project Glass-
wing. According to the company, these mod-
els represent a major leap in Al capability,
with the ability to work autonomously on
complex engineering and coding problems
for hours without losing focus.

Unlike older AI models that are designed
mainly for short conversations and quick
responses, the Fable and Mythos series is
built for what Anthropic calls Endurance.
In simple terms, the models can handle
large and complicated tasks for extended
periods without drifting off track.

According to the report, payment com-

Anthropic’ss

advanced Al models
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pany Stripe used the technology to com-
pletely rewrite a 50-million-line software
project in a single day, a task that would nor-
mally take a team of engineers several
months to complete.Another major feature
is memory. The models reportedly have a
one-million-token context window, allowing
them to read, remember and analyse thou-
sands of pages of documents, financial
statements, charts and reports at the same
time.

Why did the US impose restrictions?

According to the report, researchers discov-
ered a “jailbreak” technique shortly after
launch. The method allegedly allowed users
to bypass some of Fable 5’s safety protec-
tions through carefully crafted prompts.

The report claims the technique enabled
the AI model to analyse software code and
identify hidden vulnerabilities. Amazon’s
CEO reportedly brought these findings to
the attention of senior officials in the
Trump administration. Concerned that for-
eign governments or state-sponsored hack-
ers could exploit the technology to develop
automated cyberattack tools against critical
infrastructure, the White House reportedly
issued an emergency export-control order
citing national security concerns.

Impact on India

The restriction on Fable 5 and Mythos 5 af-
fects foreign nationals globally, including
users in India. For India, the impact could
be significant, as several IT companies,
technology startups and cybersecurity re-
searchers had reportedly integrated Fable 5
into their workflows. The restrictions could
disrupt ongoing projects and limit access to
advanced Al capabilities.

In addition, because the restrictions re-
portedly apply to non-US citizens world-
wide, some American technology compa-
nies operating Global Capability Centres
(GCCs) in India may be required to block
access to the models for their Indian
employees.

The development has also reignited dis-
cussions around India’s technological self-
reliance. Several industry leaders have ar-
gued that dependence on foreign Al
infrastructure leaves Indian companies vul-
nerable to geopolitical decisions taken
abroad.

TECHNOLOGY BUZZ da> 3 asier ROSARB, Bangalore South, th Floor, Vijaya Tower BUY YOUR COPY THIS SUNDAY
Data privacy tops Bank of Baroda Trinity n:|lrcle_. Bangalore- 560001, Te!e_phune hlln:r,: 080-25584066 {Extn:l 128), p—
smartphone resale Email: sarbes@bankofbaroda.co.in Website: www.bankofbaroda.in S .
concerns amon . T
Indians g SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES "APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to Rule 6 (2) & 8 (6)] 5 L NI ),’\Y
Nearly 74% of Indians are E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and rr:F' y waga
worried about the misuse _Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 6 (2) & 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, 4
of their personal data after Notice ts hereby given 1o the public in general and in parbcular to the Borrower(s) and Guaranton(s) that the betow described immavable properly morigagedicharged to d
selling or exchanging their the Secured Cradior, possession of which has been 1aken by the Authorized Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be soid on “As is where is", "As is what
smartohones. according to a is”, and "Whatever there is" besis for recovery of below mentioned account's. The details of Bormower/s/Guarantors/Secured Asset’s/Dues/Reserve Price/e-Auction

b » € 5 data & Time, EMD and Bid Increasa Amount ars mentioned below - .
survey by Cashify. The survey, ‘I'm
which covered 8,000 respond- - Dateof |1. Reserve Price- Rs.
ents, found that smartphone & Iim?ﬁgfﬂ";‘;f&: E-Auction |2 Eamest Money Deposit | Property Better at
resale has become common, Lot "E‘; iﬁf;“f H”"“;"E:}”S Known Encumbrances, If| 10 DUES Eﬂ”""lﬁ'L fg:gﬂ:ﬂm;‘;‘;ﬁ:ﬁ - mmn Acting
with 56.6% of people saying | No. + Mortgago Amy I:m;rmllinngatur Start Tima |4, Stotus of Possession |  Time Than
they have sold or exchanged ame to End Time |{Constructive /Physical
a device. However, concerns s Washing
over data security remain high. | 1 [{1) M/'s Kesarli Nandana Enterprises, Though its| Machinery Details Accont No.s 25.07.2026 Machinery AFTER ﬂlEhES'
About 45.3% of respondents partners Furnished Below | A. T27105000000283 1.Rs.14,95, 630/ 19.06.2026
said data. rivacv and securit 1. Mrs. Suvamamma, W/io Sri. B. Nagappa, (Pariner) B. T2T10600001214 | 2.00 PM 2.Rs.1,49,583/-

privacy y 2. Mr. Kotresh P.P S/o SriVenkatappa (Partner). DUES: To 3.Rs. 10,000/ (With Prior
are the most important fac- #89, Sakalavara Village, Off. Banneraghatia Main Road, A.Rs.1,61,118400- | 6.00 PM Permission
tors when choosing where to Bangalore- 560083 B. Rs.44,26,227)- D. PHYSICAL From REVIEW
only 29.5% said price was Residing at Flat No. 65, Appa Reddy Palya, Sth Main, Total Dues Of Officer) S
their top priority. The survey Indiranagar, Bangalore- 560083 Hﬂ-n&ﬁﬁ; " Missingth
also revealed that although Also at : Mrs. Suvamamma Wio Sri. B Nagaraja, :-dmuﬂh further SIng the
83.3% of users perform a E::;:E Village, Kudlgi Taluk, Bellary-583134, iarsat thors o al Punchlines
' the contractual rate
Iﬁgsmfs g;c t:gz;zreasg ll[lr:)gt {3) Mr. Kotresh, P.P. 5o 5r. Venkatappa, puf.f“ mtsn :h:r?as
. » many Residing at: 4th Ward, Near Chowdamma Temnple, and expenses till
confident that it ler?Dletetl_v | | Mallanayakahai, Kotiur, Bellary- 583134, Kamataka date of payment.
removes personal information. :
Around 31% said they had MACHINERY DETAILS:
successfully recovered deleted S.No. Name of machinery Supplier Namae. Reserva Price- Rs.
data from a smartphone. 1 PULVARISER WITH VACCUM SUCKER (40 HP ) HARDEE FLEXI PACK 175230
Push for more Wi-Fi 2 TURNTABLE HARDEE FLEX| PACK 41418
spectrum to improve 3 AUTOMATE D SLAT CHAIN CONVEYOR (24fest) HARDEE FLEXI PACK 184788 r
connectivity 4 GRAVIMETRI C AUGER FILLER {GAF-1000) HARDEE FLEXI PACK 165672 = e
Industr%/fleacliers aantl:l got\jlem- 5 THERMAL INJECTION PRINTER HARDEE FLEXI PACK 50976 i - —
called for greater support for - EXTRAAUGER HARDEE FLEXI PACK 25488 ALSO: Engage Astrogaze
public Wi-Fi networks and fur- 7 POWDER MAXING MACHINE ASSEMBLY PARTS HARDEE FLEXI PACK 2931 _ .
Egircfr‘f}:;eg‘;{égtgﬁm;rgvi"‘z 8 POWDER MAKING MACHINE WITH VACCUM SUCKER HARDEE FLEXI PACK 248508 AMMASPEAK RN
India. The demand was raised 10 HEAVY DUTY BAND SEALER WITH NITROGEN HARDEE FLEXI PACK 76484 the H;:a A Chandramonli
H i i i e
gt a confevence organised by ” INCLINED SCREW CONVEYOR HARDEE FLEX| PACK 82836 toEn ;m
(BIF) on World Wi-Fi Day 12 COLLECTION TABLE HARDEE FLEXI PACK 26674 War Shampa Dhar-Kamath
fﬁZG-IThef e"e[c‘tgocuset‘?' on 13 INDUCTION SEALER HARDEE FLEXI PACK 168658 — Ravi Shankar
e role of next-generation : :

ing Wi-Fi 6E and Wi-Fi 7, in 15 SPICE FULVERIZER CENTRIFUGAL PRODUCTS 12110 Purple is Having a Moment The Hidden Cost
gﬁ%asr:]%ggr?irﬁg?nbjgg iici;i%csasl 16 AR COMPRESSOR (20HP) HARDEE FLEXI FACK 4558 - r @ vamows of Standing Out
economy. Senior officials from 17 Wﬁﬂ_H'HG MACHINE 9.0 KGG I:MUDENU' WWOODGEUZ4AS 12024) 11151 = ln tfl'!ﬁﬂil:k
the Department of Telecom- TOTAL 14,95,830/- . a1 lime
munications (DoT), TRAI, For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer/visit to the website link https://www.bankofbaroda.inle-auction and online auction portal
RailTel, the Wi-Fi Alliance and Baanknet.com. Pending Charges If any to be borne by the highest bidder. Also, prospective bidders may contact the Authorised officer on Tel No.
other technology organisa- 080-25011441 and Mobile No.3137960132
tions participated in the dis- Do 76.00.28%6 i Ty
cussions. Flace: Bangakim Bank of Baroda

epaper.newindian“s.mm .




