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Top brass will decide on 
reinducting expelled  
netas, says BJP gen secy
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ M a n g a l u r u

BJP National General Secretary 
Radha Mohandas Agarwal, who 
is also party in-charge for Kar-
nataka, said the  Central leader-
ship will take a decision on tak-
ing back leaders, including KS 
Eshwarappa and Basanagouda 
Patil Yatnal, who have been ex-
pelled from the party.

Agarwal was responding to a 
media query during his visit to 
Mangaluru for a party pro-
gramme on the occasion of  
Narendra Modi-led Union Gov-
ernment completing 12 years in 
office. Asked whether suspen-
sion of  disgruntled, expelled 
senior leaders, including Es-
hwarappa andYatnal would be 
revoked before the 2028 Karna-
taka Assembly elections, Agar-
wal said, “We do not like to re-
move any leader from our party. 
They are expelled for a period of  
six years and re-inducting de-
pends on their behaviour during 
expulsion. Party will always con-
sider bringing them back. Cen-
tral leaders will take the final 
decision,” he said, hinting that 
doors are still open for them.

On former Tamil Nadu BJP 
president Annamalai leaving 
the BJP, Agarwal said, “BJP is 
a national party and we have 
our own working style. We 
work on long term plans and 
proceed keeping the interest of  

the country’s future in mind. 
We do not focus on short term 
politics. Leaving the BJP is An-
namalai’s own decision,” he 
said.

On change in Karnataka BJP 
president, Agarwal said that 
the national president of  the 
party will take a decision in 
this regard and the party high 
command is aware of  the devel-
opments in Karnataka. “The 
present president has been do-
ing a good work. People in the 
state are fed up with the present 
Congress government and they 
will teach them a lesson in the 
next elections. BJP, being the 
Opposition, has been raising its 
voice against rampant corrup-
tion and appeasement politics,” 
he said. 

On criticism over denial of  
ticket to Sumalatha in Man-
daya, he said that she has been 
associated with the party for 
many years and the party will 
recognise her work in the com-
ing days.

On how BJP would perform 
in southern states, Agarwal 
said, “We have an identity in 
Kerala where earlier we could 
not even open an account. Tel-
angana also our vote percentage 
has increased and we have been 
in power in Karnataka for many 
terms. In Tamil Nadu also we 
have our own identity and And-
hra Pradesh, the NDA govern-
ment is in power,” he said.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Mysuru

DOCTOR-turned-politician Dr 
C N Manjunath said while doc-
tors form the “brains” of  the 
medical profession, nurses rep-
resent its “heart”.

Speaking at the 19th Gradua-
tion Ceremony of  the Cauvery 
Group of  Institutions and St. Al-
phonsa College held at the 
KSOU Convocation Hall here on 
Saturday, Manjunath noted that 
the medical field has changed 
dramatically over the past three 
decades. On one hand, there has 
been a rapid rise in technology, 
and on the other, aggressive 
commercial pressures. Between 
these two forces, he said, stand 
patients, doctors, and the profes-
sion itself.

He stressed that the need of  
the hour is to deliver quality 
healthcare at an affordable cost 
across all sections of  society. 
He added that academic marks, 
ranks, or titles are not the true 
measure of  success; rather, real 

achievement is re-
flected in the 
smiles of  pa-
t i e n t s  w h o 
benefit from a 
doctor’s com-

mitment and 
dedication.

The Bengaluru Rural 
MP pointed out that India is the 
world’s third-largest producer of  
generic medicines by volume 
and ranks 11th in terms of  value. 
He said India supplies paraceta-
mol to much of  the world and is 
widely recognised as the “phar-
macy of  the world”. He also not-
ed that the country provides 
around 60% of  global vaccines, 
which are known for being both
low-cost and high-quality.

Emphasising that jobs are not 
dependent on degrees alone, he 
said that skills are increasingly 
important in today’s job market, 
with even technicians, drivers, 
and electricians finding strong 
employment opportunities. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ DAVANAGERE

HARIHAR rural police 
have registered a case 
against retired professor K 
S Bhagwan for his recent 
controversial statements 
about Lord Sri Rama. At a 
programme organised at B 
Krishnappa Maitrivan in 
Harihar, Davangere dis-
trict, Bhagwan made a se-
ries of  remarks question-
i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l 
narratives surrounding 
the Hindu deity.

Based on a complaint 
lodged by Hindu organisa-
tions, the Harihar rural po-
lice registered the case. Ac-
cording to the complaint, 
Bhagwan stated that Sri 
Rama is not the son of  King 
Dasharatha. 

He claimed that the 
Manusmriti says all Shu-
dras are slaves of  Brah-
mins. He also called upon 
listeners to stop listening 
to the Panchanga (Hindu 
almanac) and instead first 
practice developing faith 
in oneself. Bhagwan fur-
ther remarked, “Rama 
killed Shudra Shambhuka, 
his wife Sita, and his broth-
er Lakshmana. Should we 
follow such people as role 
models?.”

Bhagwan 
booked for 
remarks on 
Lord Rama

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chikkamagaluru

A tiger suspected to have been 
gravely injured after being 
caught in a snare near the Elu-
noorkhan estate within the Mut-
todi Forest range has now been 
traced, triggering panic among 
local residents. A wire snare con-
stricting the tiger’s lower abdo-
men has been captured on an au-
tomatic camera trap. 

The tight wire loop around the 
animal’s lower body has report-
edly posed a serious and immedi-
ate threat to its life. Forest offi-
cials have been carrying out a 
sustained operation to locate and 
monitor the injured tiger. 

Camera traps have been in-
stalled at the precise spots where 
the tiger was believed to have 
hunted deer and antelope and au-
thorities have kept a close watch 
for the past three days. 

As a precautionary measure, 
plantation workers and residents 
have been issued advisories 
against venturing into the for-
ested areas. Fear has since spread 
across villages such as Pandar-
avalli, Huluvatti, and Kolagame. 
Animal rights advocates have de-
manded swift and exemplary ac-

tion against those responsible 
for setting the snares, and they 
have also expressed anger at the 
forest authorities for allegedly 
failing to register cases against 
the accused. Local residents al-
lege that the department has not 
effectively curbed illegal activi-
ties and poaching.

It is also reported that the 
Elunurukhan estate is associat-
ed with an influential politician, 
and that other political leaders 
have purchased properties in the 
surrounding areas. 

Nature activists claim that for-
est officials appear reluctant to 
take firm action against the ac-
cused and have called for a de-
tailed probe to identify who owns 
the estate in question.They fur-
ther urged authorities to locate 
the injured tiger without delay, 
ensure a prompt rescue, and ini-
tiate stringent action against 
poachers.

Injured tiger trapped in snare  
sparks panic in Muttodi forest area 

BJP HAS MOVED FROM VOTE CHORI 
TO SEAT THEFT, SAYS IVAN D’SOUZA

Remark comes after Cong leader Meenakshi Natarajan’s papers were rejected in MP

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Mangaluru

MLC Ivan D’Souza alleged that 
the BJP has moved from ‘vote 
chori’ to ‘seat theft’ following 
the rejection of  Congress lead-
er Meenakshi Natarajan’s nom-
ination paper for the Rajya Sab-
ha polls in Madhya Pradesh. 
This development has severely 
dented the democratic values 
and is pushing the country to-
w a rd s  d i c t at o r s h i p - l i ke 
governance.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence on Saturday, he added that 
people need to come forward 
and oppose the move. The rejec-
tion of  the nomination has led 
to a loss of  faith in democracy.

He alleged that the Election 

Commission is issuing orders 
in tandem with the BJP minis-
ters, calling it a politically driv-
en system, and questioned the 
need for such an electoral 
process.

He further pointed 
out that in contrast, 
discrepancies in the 
n o m i n a t i o n  o f  
Jharkhand candi-
date Parimal Nath-
wani were reported-
ly  a l l owe d  t o  b e 
c o r r e c t e d ,  w h i l e 
Meenakshi Natara-
jan’s papers were rejected 
outright. Calling it a double 
standard, he alleged that 
such actions amount to be-
trayal of  democracy.

He added that the Congress 

party has decided to launch a 
three-month nationwide cam-
paign against alleged electoral 
manipulation and seat theft.

Responding to BJP state pres-
ident B Y Vijayendra’s 
remarks on the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision 
(SIR), which Congress 
is objecting to, D’Souza 
said the allegations 
made against Con-
gress are false and in-
sisted that the state 
government is fully 
cooperating with the 

process. However, he demanded 
transparency in the SIR 
exercise.

The Election Commission 
should clarify the mapping 
process in Dakshina Kannada, 

including issues of  alleged fake 
voters and the number of  
names left out of  the voters’ 
list.

He added that the Commis-
sion should clarify the mapping 
process in Dakshina Kannada, 
including issues of  alleged fake 
voters and the number of  
names left out of  the voters’ 
list.

He also noted that in the 
Mangaluru South constitu-
ency, people from Gujarat, Ra-
jasthan, and Kerala are resid-
ing in Mangaluru, and their 
names appear both in their 
native states’ voter lists and 
in the local voter list. So, the 
Election Commission should 
address this issue and ensure 
proper verification is done.

BJP national general secretary Radha Mohandas Agarwal plants a sapling as part of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 12 years in office celebrations, at Palemar Garden in 

Mangaluru on Saturday |  EXPRESS

Deliver quality 
healthcare at 
affordable cost: 
Dr Manjunath

Two of the three girls, who sustained injuries in the collapse of ceiling layers in a classroom at the 
Government PU College for Girls in Kalaburagi, were discharged from the hospital on Saturday. The third girl 
is expected to be discharged on Sunday.  Doctors attending to the injured girls said that the condition of the 
third girl, Sheetal, is stable. After observation on Saturday, she too will be discharged on Sunday. 
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