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Optimism as US govt waives Iran
sanctions, Lebanon fighting abates

Reuters
letters@hindustantimes com

BUERGENSTOCK, SWITZERLAND/
BEIRUT: The US waived sanc-
tions on Iran for 60 days from
Monday after the first talks
under a nascent peace deal, and
officials reported calm in Leba-
non after fighting that had
prompted Iran to declare the
Strait of Hormuz closed. After a
weekend that had seemed to put
the week-old peace agreement
in jeopardy, including threats
from US President Donald
‘Trump to restart the war if Iran
closed the strait, tanker traffic
started to pick up through the
waterway and oil prices
resumed their slide.

US Vice President JD Vance
said his talks with Iranian offi-
cials in Switzerland had laid a
good foundation for a final
peace deal, although Iran
denied that it had begun discus-
sions of its nuclear programme.

‘The two sides, trying to build
on the interim deal they signed
last week, agreed toa roadmap
towards a permanent agree-
ment within 60 days at the talks
in the Qatari-owned Swiss
mountain resort of Buergen-
stock, mediators Pakistan and
Qatar said.

‘They also agreed on a mecha-
nism to end fighting in Lebanon
between US ally Israel and Iran-
aligned Hezbollah, and opened
a communications line to help
ensure safe passage for com-
‘mercial ships through the strait.
In the first major step of several
foreseen under the agreement
to provide Iran with economic
benefits, the US Treasury
announced a waiver until
August 21 on sanctions, allow-
ing Iran to sell oil and related
products and receive payment
for them.

Vance upbeat

Vance, who has maintained a
largely upbeat tone since the
memorandum of understanding
‘was signed, said Tehran had
agreed to allow in nuclear

US Vice President JD Vance speaks to journalists before boarding
Air Force Two, after US and Iran held high-level talks at the Lake

Lucerne Summit, Emmen, Switzerland, on Monday.
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inspectors, and to establish
mechanisms to handle its assets
d and manage
ceasefires. “We laid avery good
foundation for a successful final
deal,” he told reporters after
taking part in the talks.
However, Iran’s Foreign Min-
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Vance played down the ten-
sions that had emerged over the
weekend, which were driven by
escalating fighting in Lebanon,
Iran’s new declaration it had
again closed the strait, and an
angry response from Trump.

“There was a little bit of
threatening, there was a little
bit of whining, butat the end of
the day the talks continued and
'we made great progress,” Vance
said.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araqchi said on social
media that Tehran had secured
waivers for oil and petrochemi-
cal exports, the release of some
ofits frozen assets abroad and
thc launch of a reconstruction

istry on Esmaeil
Baghaei told the official IRNA
news agency that Iran had not
yet discussed nuclear issues or
made new commitments.

Iran has limited inspections
by the International Atomic
Energy Agency since the US.
and Israel launched a first
round of air strikes last year,
and suspended them entirely
when war broke out in Febru-
ary. It says its nuclear pro-
gramme is peaceful.

plan for Iran.

Vancc said White House
envoy Jared Kushner, Trump’s
son-in-law, had come up witha
process whereby the US and
Qatar would have control over
Iranian funds when they are
unfrozen, and the money could
be spent on US corn, soy and
wheat.

1mn Lebanese displaced
Technical talks were due to con-
tinue for the rest of this week.

‘The interim peace agre
calls for ending all hosti cs,
including in Lebanon, which
Israel invaded in March after
Hezbollah fired across the bor-
der. Israel was not party to the
peace agreement and says it will
not withdraw its troops from
Lebanon, but on Friday it
agreed a new ceasefire. Though
intense fighting continued for
another day, Lebanese officials
said it had abated since Satur-
day night.

Hassan Wazni, director of a
hospital in Nabatieh, a city in
the south that has been heavily
bombarded during the conflict,
said it was the first two full days
of calm since the war began.

“I'm monitoring the situation
day by day, and most of the time
I'm sleeping in the hospital.
This is the longest a ceasefire
has held,” he told Reuters by
phone.

More than a million Leba-
nese have been displaced by the
war, and though some have
begun returning to their homes,
‘many are still too wary.

In Qennarit, a southern town,
mourners carried the bodies of
four women killed in Saturday’s
wave of Israeli strikes. The cof-
fins were draped in yellow Hez-
bollah flags with the group’s
green logo of an arm holding an
assaultrifle.

Meanwhile, reflecting the
reduced tensions, the Israeli
military lifted safety restrictions
in eight communities in north-
ern Israel near the Lebanese
border.

Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun discussed efforts to main-
tain the ceasefire and halt Isra-
eli military escalation during a
phone call with Vance, Qatar’s
prime minister and Kushner,
the Lebanese presidency said.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog
said Israel was not opposed toa
diplomatic end to the Iran war,
butany agreement must ensure
Tehran cannot use funds it
receives as part of the deal for
‘military purposes or to support
regional proxies.

TWO MORE SHIPS
BOUND FOR INDIA
SAILTHROUGH

STRAIT OF HORMUZ

Yogesh Naik and Agencies
letters@hindustantimes com

MUMBAI: Multiple tankers and
cargo ships, including two bound
for India, sailed through the Strait
of Hormuz on Monday, even as
the government said that much-
needed fertiliser cargoes were
inbound on four ships that had
crossed the contested waterway
last week.

‘Two India-bound bulk carriers,
the Liberia-flagged Chang An 258
and Marshall Islands flagged
Global Unity, transited the strait
‘without incident, India’s director-

Gabbard faces allegations
of ties to controversial guru

HT Correspondent
Tetters @hindustantimes. com

NEW DELHI: Tulsi Gabbard, 45
former Director of National Intel-
ligence (DN1) is facing allegations
of ties to controversial spiritual
guru Chris Butler, the leader of
Science of Identity Foundation
(SIF) and how he shaped her
political career over the years,
according to a Washington Post
(WaPo) investigation.

The investigation draws on
25,000 pages of documents,
including hundreds of memos,
shared by Rebecca Saltzburg,
‘who worked on digital strategy
for Gabbard's congressional cam-
‘paigns. The documents purport-
edly contain policy advice for
Gabbard most from her first two
terms in Congress between 2011
and 2017.

Saltzburg had worked for But-
ler, 78, as a secretary in the 1990s
and lived for a while with Gab-

neral of shipping said in an
update. Late Saturday, three for-
cign-flagged bulk carriers had
transited for India following the
passage of three India-flagged
supertankers.

Ships :arrymg fertlllsers
enroute to Indi

bard! devotee
ina rented property. Gabbard
grew up in Butler’s breakaway
Hare Krishna groupand her par-
ents held senior positions in the
organisation.

According to some former

Tulsi Gabbard
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members of SIF, it's a cult that
demands total obedience and

secrecy.
Saltzburg claimed she had
recently fallen out with the lead-
ers of SIF, who she believed mis-
handled allegations of physical
and sexual abuse by some mem-
bers of the organisation.
According to Saltzburg, the
memos often contained instruc-
tions on legislation, public s!a(c-

tive proposals and TV talking
points. Sunil Khemaney, Butler’s
right-hand man and fundraiser
for Gabbard, claimed authorship
of most memos.

The WaPo investigation found
that the domain Nine Isles.com
was used by Butler's office to dis-
seminate the memos. Communi-
cations were apparently
encrypted and often unsigned to
conceal Butler's involvement,
with recipients aware that the
adviser was Butler.

It has been found that direct-
ives from the memos apparently
influenced Gabbard's stances on
issues such as banning citizens
who fought for ISIS, veterans’
healthcare reforms without pre-
approval, and opposition to US
intervention in Syria.

The memos often criticised
Gabbard's public performances
and media mannerisms in detail,
shaping how she presented her-
self on TV. They contained pre-
written social media posts and

her

ments, media
policy positions. Though Gabbard
has denied Butler’s mentorship,
the memos and records showan
alignment between his guidance
and her actions, including legisla-

‘messages which

team often used verbatim. Gab-
bard’s team, without addressing
specifics, targeted the Washing-
ton Post claiming its “hostility
against her Hindu faith”.

Separately, the ministry of chemi-

cals and fertilisers said on Mon-

day thatfour cargoshipscarrying | Heatwave grips Office issued a rare red country hard right with a
urea, di-ammonium phosphate HeGfE .13 warning for extreme heat—  promise to wage war
and sulphur crossed the Strait of parts of Europe; the national weatherage-  against drug-running

Hormuz last week and were
‘headed to ports in India, boosting
the country’s fertiliser stocks. The
ships are headed to the Krishna-
patnam, Kakinada, Paradeep,and
Mundra ports, a statement said.

Four LNG tankers controlled
by Qatar headed into the Gulf and
through the strait on Monday,
while two supertankers, which
can carry up to 4 million barrels
of crude oil, crossed into the Gulf
with one signalling its destination
as the Iraqi port of Basra, accord-
ing to ship tracking data and anal-
ysis from Kpler.

Meanwhile, two Abu Dhabi-
controlled LNG tankers were
delivering cargoes to India on
Monday, having exited the strait
recently, Kpler and LSEG data
showed.

drown in France
PARIS/LONDON: Thirteen
drowned in France on
Sunday and overnight into
Monday as people sought
relief from the heat, a
spokesperson for the Civil
Safety service said,and
three elderly people died as
aresult of the extreme
temperatures in the
country. Two children were
found dead in their family
car in a residential parking
lot in the southern town of
Carpentras in southeastern
France.

In Germany, police said
five people had died in fatal
swimming accidents over
the weekend. Britain’s Met

ney’s highest alert level, ind-
icating risk tolife. Italy on
Monday issued heatwave
red alerts for 12 cities,
including Milan, Turin,
Venice, Bologna, Florence
and Rome. In Spain, state
weather agency Aemet
issued a red alert for the
Basque region. AFP &REUTERS

Trump-backed
candidate wins
Colombia prez polls
BARRANQUILLA, COLOMBIA:
A flamboyant US-backed
lawyer who has never held
public office narrowly won
Colombia’s presidential run-
off Sunday, swinging the

guerrilla groups. With
almost all polling centres
reporting, Abelardo de la
Espriella won 49.66% of the
vote versus left-wing
Senator Ivan Cepeda’s
48.70%.

Ebola cases in Congo
outbreak top 1,000
with 254 deaths
BUNIA, CONGO: Confirmed
cases in the Ebola outbreak
in eastern Congo have
reached 1,003, including 254
deaths, officials said ina
statement late Sunday, as
tracing those who had been
in contact with patients re-
mains a major challenge. AP
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6 | K- | Gorakh [Constuction of Bdame ‘Work of CHC| N |B05208) Public Notice . IDemand Notice Dated: 03.09.2024, INorth-Common Passage, South-FlatNo. 911
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= acl Tpneit Kx izati ished in 1956 under the Ministry of IMahanagar, Lucknow-22600:
21 [ o | o e o e ™| 10757000 Health & Family Welfare, Government of India, invites applications |Address 2) 222-Chandralok Colony, Aligan Lucknow-226024
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4 ish Ve e Ch *+ MSc. in Bio-statistics and Demography [Monthly Fellowship [Residential Flat at Plot No. 6, 1st floor, Cantt Road, Lucknoy
e Consucion of Towhl ity Centre 35,000/ \Vishwa Mohan Dubey, Plot No-168/15, Naaz Cinema Road,(Known as 318, Odean Colony, Canti, Road, Nazarbagh,
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