
WASHINGTON

US lawmakers, state attorneys 
general and Indian diaspora or-
ganisations welcomed a federal 
court order striking down Donald 
Trump’s USD 100,000 fee on new 
H-1B visa applications, saying the 
move would ease staffing short-
ages in healthcare and education 
and restore fairness to the immi-
gration system. The reaction came 
after US District Judge Leo Sorok-
in struck down the fee, ruling that 
the policy imposed a “tax” on H-1B 
petitions without the requisite 
delegation by Congress.

Sorokin sided with California 
and 19 other states, concluding 
that the executive branch exceed-
ed its authority and violated the 
Administrative Procedure Act. 
The administration had an-
nounced the much-higher fee as 
a way of  preventing foreign work-
ers from taking American jobs.

Republican Senator Lisa 
Murkowski said school districts 
in rural Alaska relied on the H-1B 
programme to bring quality 
teachers to their communities, 
while Republican Congressman 
Mike Lawler said he was pushing 
legislation to exempt healthcare 
workers from the fee. 

Democratic lawmakers Don 
Beyer and Sanford Bishop Jr wel-
comed the ruling, saying the 
charge would have worsened staff-

ing shortages and discouraged 
skilled workers from coming to 
the United States.

California Attorney General 
Rob Bonta, who led the multi-
state coalition that filed the law-
suit, said “this tax” was an attack 
on America’s ability to attract 
and retain high-skilled talent. 
Massachusetts AG Andrea Joy 
Campbell said the decision would 
help address labour shortages.

Indian diaspora groups also 
welcomed the order. The Founda-
tion for India and Indian Diaspora 
Studies said the ruling preserved 
the US’s competitive advantage in 
innovation and research, while 
Indiaspora said stakeholders 
would “heave a sigh of  relief ”, 
though it cautioned that proce-
dural hurdles could still emerge. 

 AFP

Six
Georgians tried in France over 
theft of rare Russian books
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DUBAI

A drone boat rescued the crew of  a US Army attack heli-
copter that crashed early on Tuesday near the Strait of  
Hormuz, the strategic waterway that Iran has effectively 
closed during its war with the US and Israel, a US mili-
tary official said.It was the first known drone rescue at 
sea by the US military, said Capt Tim Hawkins, a spokes-
man for US Central Command. He said the unmanned 
boat located the two aviators and brought them to shore 
after they spent about two hours in the water.Military 
officials have not said what caused the Apache helicop-
ter to go down. A military news release said the crash is 
under investigation.

US President Donald Trump acknowledged the crash 
while speaking to journalists in New York on Monday 
night. “The pilots are fine. Yeah,” Trump said. “Nobody 
injured.” The crash happened about 3.30 am local time on 
Tuesday off  the coast of  Oman while the helicopter was on 
a patrol, US Central Command said. The drone used to per-
form the rescue was a 24-foot vessel called a Corsair, 
Hawkins said.  It ’s  manufactured by Saronic 
Technologies.

The drone was assigned to the Navy’s Task Force 59, es-
tablished in 2021 as the Navy’s first uncrewed and artificial 
intelligence unit that focuses on maritime security in the 
West Asia, including the Strait of  Hormuz and the Suez 
Canal.  AP

Drone rescue after Hormuz 
crash; Trump says crew safe

Hezbollah pushes closer Iran ties
BEIRUT: Hezbollah on Tuesday urged Lebanese authorities 
to repair ties with Iran and make use of Tehran’s support, 
days after Iran struck Israel over attacks on south Beirut. 
The group criticised recent calls by Lebanon’s leaders for 
Iran to stop interfering and said Tehran’s actions showed 
its commitment to Lebanon. Hezbollah urged Beirut to 
leverage Iranian backing amid a changing regional 
landscape, while rejecting US-mediated talks with Israel. 
Pakistan continued diplomatic efforts to ease regional 
tensions and boost military cooperation with Lebanon.

TYRE

LEBANON’s health ministry 
said an Israeli airstrike on Tyre 
killed at least eight people on 
Tuesday, with the Israeli mili-
tary warning the entire city to 
evacuate shortly after the 
strike. Lebanon’s state-run Na-
tional News Agency (NNA) re-
ported raids on more than a 
dozen other locations across 
the country’s south, as Israel 
pressed on with its war against 
the militant group Hezbollah.

It is acting despite a warn-
ing the day before from Iran 
that it would resume attacking 
Israel if  it continued striking 
its neighbour. Tehran insists 
that Lebanon must be part of  
any deal to end the wider West 
Asia war, which Hezbollah 
dragged Lebanon into on 
March 2 by attacking Israel in 
support of  its backer Iran.

An AFP correspondent saw 
residents of  Tyre, including 
from the Christian quarter, 
fleeing and heavy traffic head-
ing north after the Israeli warn-
ing. Another correspondent in 
the coastal city of  Si-
don, further north, 
saw displaced people 
arriving from Tyre, 
some with belongings 
hastily strapped to 
the roof  of  their 
cars.

Israel has repeatedly struck 
the city of  Tyre since the lat-
est war erupted with Hezbol-
lah, following the militants’ 
rocket fire at Israel on March 

2 to avenge the killing of  Iran’s 
supreme leader.

But until Tuesday, Tyre’s 
Christian quarter in the Old 
City — a small, picturesque area 
where displaced people had also 
sought refuge — had been 
spared Israeli evacuation warn-
ings targeting the rest of  the 
city in the ongoing war. “Urgent 

warning to the resi-
dents of  the city of  
Tyre, including the 
Christian quarter, 
and the camps and 
surrounding neigh-
bourhoods,” the Israe-

li army warning on X read, re-
ferring to several Palestinian 
refugee camps in the area. “For 
your safety, we ask you to imme-
diately evacuate your homes... 
and move north of  the Zahrani 

River.”
The Zahrani river is around 

30 kilometres north of  Tyre. 
The Israeli army last month de-
clared all areas south of  the 
river “combat zones”.

The NNA reported an Israeli 
strike on Tyre’s outskirts be-
fore the evacuation notice was 
issued, and further strikes on 
the city later in the day after 
the warning. The health minis-
try said the pre-warning strike 
killed at least eight people and 
wounded 32 others, with rescu-
ers still searching rubble for 
survivours. Hezbollah, the only 
Lebanese group that refused to 
surrender its arsenal after a 
civil war ended in 1990, has 
also kept up its attacks on Is-
raeli troops who have invaded 
south Lebanon. AFP

ISRAEL EXPANDS LEBANON OFFENSIVE, 
ORDERS RESIDENTS OUT OF TYRE REGION
Tehran warns of renewed attacks if strikes continue; 8 killed in Tyre raid

Smoke and debris rise following an Israeli  airstrike in Tyre  |  AP

GENERAL SANTOS

RESCUERS searched ruined 
buildings in the southern Phil-
ippines on Tuesday to ensure 
no one was still trapped a day 
after one of  the strongest 
earthquakes to hit the country 
in a half-century killed at least 
37 people and displaced more 
than 32,000.

Only four people were con-
sidered missing on official 
records in the southern prov-
inces near where the 7.8 mag-
nitude quake struck Monday 
morning, but the Office of  
Civil Defense acknowledged 
several collapsed and heavily 

damaged buildings must be 
thoroughly inspected for pos-
sible survivours or casualties. 

The earthquake centered off  
Mindanao, the second most 
populous Philippine island, 

injured nearly 500 people and 
displaced more than 32,000, 
most of  whom fled to emer-
gency shelters.

Many people who left their 
homes feared a tsunami. Waves 
up to 4.6-feet above tide level 
were measured in the Philip-
pines, but the only tsunami 
damage reported was to six 
shanties on stilts in a coastal 
village. Smaller waves washed 
ashore in Indonesia and Palau 
and as far away as southern 
Japan.

The earthquake left a trail 
of  destruction, including in 
General Santos, a lively coast-
al city of  more than 700,000 

people known as the coun-
try’s tuna capital, where at 
least 13 people were killed in 
collapsed buildings and due 
to falling debris.

At least 18 died in Saranga-
ni province, mostly in a land-
slide that buried houses in the 
mountainside town of  Glan, 
according to Rafaelito Alejan-
dro of  the Office of  Civil 
Defense. 

The other deaths were re-
ported in the southern prov-
inces of  South Cotabato and 
Davao Occidental, and on Bal-
ut Island, disaster response of-
ficials said.  
 AP

Resident gathers belongings after earthquake in General Santos City |  AFP

Xi caps rare North 
Korea trip with  
display of unity
SEOUL

CHINESE President Xi Jinping returned home on 
Tuesday following a rare trip to North Korea that in-
cluded a bilateral meeting and public appearances 
with leader Kim Jong Un underscoring a joint push 
to reestablish the alliance between their countries.

Xi Jinping flew to the capital Pyongyang on Monday 
in his first visit 
there in seven 
years.  During 
their summit lat-
er in the day, Xi 
expressed Chi-
na’s willingness 
to expand coop-
eration in a wide 
range of  areas in-
cluding trade, ag-
riculture, con-
struction and 

technology, while 
Kim said the two 
countries  wil l 
maintain their 
friendship as “the 

most important top-priority strategic work,” accord-
ing to Chinese and North Korean state media 
reports.

Xi Jinping and Kim Jong Un on Tuesday visited a 
North Korea-China friendship tower honoring Chi-
nese soldiers who fought alongside North Korea dur-
ing the 1950-53 Korean War. They stressed the impor-
tance of  carrying forward the countries’ traditional 
friendship and spirit of  resistance against the United 
States, Chinese state media reported.

The leaders, who last met in Beijing in September, 
also toured a ruling Workers’ Party training school 
and planted a fir tree symbolising bilateral ties. Xi 
later attended a luncheon and farewell ceremony be-
fore returning to Beijing, Chinese state media said.

Experts say Xi sought to restore China’s sway over 
North Korea as Kim sought benefits in return. State 
media highlighted deeper ties and Kim’s backing of  
Beijing’s Taiwan stance. AP

Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and his 
wife Peng Liyuan, second left, accompanied 
by North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, second 
right, and his wife his wife Ri Sol Ju, attend 
a welcome ceremony in Pyongyang |  PTI

TRUMP SLAMS RULING
Donald Trump criticised the court 

order, saying judges were “giving us 
a very hard time” and hurting the 

country. Speaking in New York after 
watching the NBA Finals, Trump 

called the judges “really crazy”. The 
White House signalled it would 

challenge the ruling in an appeals 
court, with spokesperson Taylor 

Rogers saying the H-1B programme 
had been abused for decades and 

expressing confidence that the 
order would be reversed.

Cheers as court axes Don’s 
$1L H-1B fee, labels it a ‘tax’

Quake displaces 32,000 in Philippines; rescuers scour ruins


