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Nationwide drill as 2,279,000

setto take N

e at Magadh Mahila

Police per: ductani

atthe NEETr

College on the eve of the exam in Patna on Saturday.

The re-examination
will be held from 2 to
5.15 pmacross 551
cities in India and 14
cities abroad

Press Trust of India

Agency (NTA)'s Delhi office.

More than 2,279,000 medical
aspirants will appear for the
re-examination on Sunday,
nearly seven weeks after the
original test was cancelled fol-
lowing allegations of a paper
leak that triggered nationwide
outrage, political sparring and
legal

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A nationwide drill
was underway across the coun-
try on Saturday ahead of the
NEET-UG 2026 re-examination
as part of the efforts to ensure
smooth, secure and transparent
conduct of the medical entrance
test, officials said.

Security was also been tight-
ened at the National Testing

The re-examination will be
held from 2to 5.15 pm across 551
cities in India and 14 cities
abroad. Candidates with disabili-
ties (PwD/PWBD) eligible for
compensatory time will be
allowed to write the examina-
tion till 6.20 pm.

Candidates have been asked
to report to their examination
centres between 11 am and 1.30
pm. “Entry gates will close sharp

SANTOSH KUMAR/HT

at1.30 pm, and no candidate will
be permitted entry thereafter
under any circumstance,” the
agency said. It said it is fully pre-
pared for the re-examination
with district administrations,
police forces and escort teams
tasked with securely transport-
ing confidential materials.
According to the NTA, the
re-exam involves close coordina-
tion among multiple agencies
and levels of administration,
with 674 city coordinators over-
seeing city-level operations and
6,669 observers deployed for
independent oversight at exami-
nation centres. Centre superin-
tendents and invigilators have
been appointed at every exami-
nation centre.
continued on 57

FET retest today

Bihar Police keep
watch on 135 exam
paper leak accused

Avinash Kumar
Avinash kumar@htlive.com

PATNA: The Economic Offences
Unit (EOU) of the Bihar Police
has prepared a list of 135
accused of paper leaks, exami-
nation frauds or have been part
of cheating rackets in order to
keep check on elements that
might mar today’s NEET retest
in the state, officers said.

Officers added that a special
cell has been constituted for
the task and the list includes
son of renowned exam-rigger
Sanjeev Mukhia.

According to EOU officials,
the name, address, photograph
and complete information of
the accused have been shared
with DMs and SPs and instruc-
tions have been given to keep
them an eye on the suspects.
Most of the accused in the list
are out of jail on bail. In such a
situation, instructions have
been given to monitor the
activities of these accused from
the police station level.

Apart from this, the EOU is
also collecting intelligence
about the new gang members.
The officials of the social media
monitoring cell are also keep-
ing an eye on digital patrolling.

The EOU has also issued an
advisory regarding NEET

examination. In the advisory
the EOU suspected that anti-so-
cial elements and cyber frauds
are cheating by spreading con-
fusion and rumours about
other things related to the
exam, including question paper
leaks. In case of receiving or
getting to know of any such
information, the EOU has asked
the candidates or parents to
register a complaint on the
helpline number 1930 of the
NCRP portal or the mobile and
WhatsApp number of the EOU:
9031829067.

A total of 331 examination
centres have been set up in 35
cities of 34 districts of the state
for 1,56,061 examinees (81,165
male and 74,896 female stu-
dents). Patna has a maximum
of 95 centres. In which more
than 45,000 candidates will
appear in the exam. The largest
examination centre is “Babu
Pariksha Kendra” where more
than 7,500 candidates will
appear for the examination.
More than 100 static magis-
trates and 29 flying squads
have been deputed to make the
exam misconduct-free.

The mock drill of the dele-
gated office-bearers was also
conducted on Ssaturday to
complete the examination
without hassle.

BIHAR CM VOWS
STRONGER FARM
MARKETS AS KISAN
NIDHI ALLOCATED
TO 73MN FARMERS

Subhash Pathak
subhash pathak@htiive.com

PATNA: Chief minister Samrat
Choudhary on Saturday reaf-
firmed the state government’s
focus on improving the lives of
farmers, promising better mar-
ket access so that growers can
earn more from their hard
work.

Speaking at an event to mark
the release of the 23rd install-
ment of the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi, Choud-
hary said the happiness on
farmers’ faces would open the
door to Bihar’s prosperity.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
virtually transferred over
18,880 crore to more than 94.4
million farmers nationwide
from Tarakeswar in West Ben-
gal. In Bihar, 1,463 crore
reached the bank accounts of
over 7.3 million farmer families
through direct benefit transfer.

Choudhary joined the pro-
gramme from the auditorium of
the Bihar Agricultural Manage-
ment Extension Training Insti-
tute (BAMETI) in Patna via
video conferencing. Agriculture
Minister Vijay Kumar Sinha
participated from Bhagalpur,
also through video link. A sen-
ior official noted that the Bameti
event, organised by the agricul-
ture department, was scheduled
after Sinha’s Bhagalpur pro-
gramme was finalised.

The CM highlighted several
steps the government is taking
to support agriculture. Farmers
in the state receive electricity
for farming at a highly subsi-
dised rate of just 64 paise per
unit. Work is progressing
quickly on solar pump storage
systems under the PM KUSUM
scheme, which is proving bene-
ficial for cultivators.

{ PEACE DEAL IN PERIL }

Iran shuts Hormuz
over Israeli attacks
and US ‘bad faith’

Associated Press
letters@hindustantimes.com

DUBAI: Iran dealt two quick
blows to the interim agreement
with the United States on Satur-
day, angered by Israel’s contin-
ued attacks in Lebanon, saying it
had closed the Strait of Hormuz
again and announcing that while
its negotiators are going to
Switzerland for talks, not much
is likely to happen there.

First, Iran’s joint military
command said that the strait
had been closed, citing Israeli
attacks and US “bad faith” and
“its clear breach of its commit-
ments” by failing to end the war.

The statement on state televi-
sion warned that “if the aggres-
sion continues, subsequent steps
have been planned.”

Minutes later, the state broad-
caster said the country’s negoti-
ating team was heading to Switz-
erland, a trip that was originally
planned for Friday but was can-
celed.

Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Esmail Bagahei, Bagahei,
however, signalled that little
might happen until Iran feels the
US is living up to the deal.

“This trip is therefore about
demanding that the other side
fulfill its obligations,” he said,
adding that negotiations toward
a final agreement will begin only
once key commitments, includ-
ing an end to fighting in Leba-
non, are upheld.

“If any part of these under-
standings, any part of these com-
mitments, is not i

Pak says peace
talks today as
scheduled; US
teamalreadyin

ISLAMABAD: Key media-
tor Pakistan says techni-
cal-level talks between
Iran and the United
States on their interim
deal will begin on Sun-
day in Biirgenstock,
Switzerland, with Qatari
mediators also partici-
pating.

In Washington, Vice
President JD Vance con-
firmed on Saturday that
the top US negotiators —
Jared Kushner and Steve
Witkoff — were already
in Switzerland and have
been working through
technical details of the
negotiations on Iran’s
nuclear program.

Iran’s state broad-
caster also announced
on Saturday that Iran’s
negotiating team was
heading to Switzerland
“in the coming minutes,”
a trip that was originally
planned for Friday.

Foreign ministry
spokesperson Esmail
Bagahei, however, sig-
naled that little might
happen until Iran feels

then the memorandum of
understanding as a whole will be
jeopardised,” Bagahei said.
Ships had begun transiting
the strait after the interim

U.S.-Iran was signed

the USis living up to the
deal. Ap
carlier in the week.

Isracli strikes on southern
Lebanon on Saturday killed at
least 16 people, including two
children, hours after reports

continued on->7

ROYAL ENFIELD

PURE MOTORCYGLING SINCE 1301

ITSTARTED WITH TWO WHEELS AND ONE BEATING HEART.
125YEARS ON, IT'SATRIBE OF MILLIONS—FROM MADRID TO MADRAS,
NEWYORKTO NEW DELHI, BUENOS AIRES TO BANGKOK. ARARE ALLOY OF CHARACTER,
CULTURE AND SOUL. DESIGNED BY COMMUNITIES,
NOTCOMMITTEES. ENGINEERED BY INTUITION, NOT CONVENTION.

THIS WORLD MOTORCYCLING DAY, WE CELEBRATE THE SPIRIT OF PURE MOTORCYCLING.
MADE FOR RIDERS, BY RIDERS. SINCE 1901.
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GROOMS WANTED

BRAHMIN GIRL 29y15, 57" L
Senior Resident i IGIMS, seeks
Doctor/ Allied servv(es [T/ 1M/
s e no.

AMBASTHA 29/52" Convent Topper
Attractive Milky White girl working
as Assistant Professor seeks Civi
servant or Class-1 Officer from Bihar
based family. # 7061844434

for Fair, B'ful
Khatri Girl

KHATRI GIRL, Ph.0 (Psychology )

Assistant Profesor in University
557/ 22.02.1990. Seeks Well ettled,
Educated Boy Affluent family. Caste
No Bar. # 9650991263, 9818744419

REQUIRED 1. Sales & arketing Exec-
utive (Automobile Sector) -7 post
2Telecaller & IS Executive(Female)
-3 post Salary: Handsome Salary
with EPF & ES1. Both Fresher and
Experienced Candidates are welcome
1o apply for Patna & Gaya. Cont, No.:

1, MOHD Amir Alam Shaikh, $/o Shaikh
Shafiullah, R/o Village & PO. Jamua,
. Dhaka, Dist.- East Champaran do
herehvdedarema( inmy passport
Jabtags, myfame s recorded
ammad Amir A
Mnnammau Shaliullah, | was

9308820927 & app)

9431436770,8002212759

Rt g 6+2 A FAforen FvBT
PR s dSH S wH
2000 sqft. st 3 16" 127
Blef? il Heft Gt e
e Fa
9431210475,8544206768

fagst 2 3l
b
1600 Sqft a1 Taer st g & 1

9852140050,8928344047

CHANGE OF NAME

allacelorthei B graduate wih

1 v Kumar
saisawal (0Id Name), s/u i
Residing

angeet
daughter (36 yrs). Father ey
Central Gov.offcer. Seeking a well-
settled groom (37-41 yr) with clean
habits, working in Delli-NCR
Contact (): 9560647111

ARORA/ KHATRI girl, 32/ 54", PhD
(A1), Software Al Engineer / Scientist
educated abroad. Pref. Equally Prof.
Quald in Startup/ Job in USA/ UK/
Europe/ India. Ph: 9814927827

BRIDE WANTED

SRIVASTAVA BOY June 1998, 5'11,
Psychologist in Australia looking for
well educated girl in Medico or
another field . Contact 8083751560,
9934702138

SRIVASTAVA OCT'91/ 58°/ Handsome
Anshik Manglik/ AVP Data Analytics
iin Mumbai/ 32 LPA. Seeks Beauiful
working girl ready to settle in
Mumbal. Gall/ W/App: 9869481060

SUITABLE BRIDE rm cred for Paul
e

enor soft
qmm . awmazan]
89825270

BENGOLI TILI 29 ¥r. 5'10" .S,
Orthopedic, Patna, Parents
employed, Wants Bengoli Doctor Girl
/ homely. Contact Mobile No.
9973462073

GOVERNMENT SERVICE

EDU. WORKING B'ful Bride for Teetot-
aler MTech Arora Boy 5'10" / 8-12-92
/2-59 pm Delhi Central Govt posted
Gurugram 121ac Own Houses Gurug-
ram / Delh Cast no bar 9818124467

CASTENO BAR

Swarnkar 32/60 LPA, IIT BHU, MS
London, working Engineer in
London well qualified beauiful gir
required Cast no bar. Contact
Mob. 9621843796

at-
Villages Post- Chhapra Bahas,

PS. Sugaui, East Champaran, Bihar,
845435, (Residential address )
have changed my name and shall
ferealter be known as Sanjeev
Kumar Jaiswal (New Name).

It i certified that | have complied
with name and legal requirements
in this connection.

1, HITHERTO known as S M Faraz
Ahmad Son of § M Mokhtar Ahmad
residing at Main Roa, Sara
Mohalla, Ward No.32 Begusarai,
Bihar have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as Shekh
Mohammad Faraz Ahmad. Itis
cartified that  have complied
ih name ad Legl Requrenents
in this connection.

1, CHANDAN Kumar Singh, /0 Bijendra
Prasad Singh, R/0-GMP 17, Gulmohar
Park, Lovier Burdwan Compound,
Lalpur, Dist-Ranchi, iharkhand
834001, declare that my son's name
Sourya Kumar name is wrongly
mentioed in his birth certificate No.
B-2022:20-90032-016736, dated
02.11.2022. My son's correct nameis
shaurya Kumar for al Purposes.
Affidavit No. 207, dated 18.06.2026.

T Ninarika Singh
alias  Niharika
Kumari,  hus-|
band-  Krishna
Kanhaiya, father-|
Tarkeshwar,
rasad  Singh,
resident- Vilage- Bhaghmara
Post, District- Pumia, Bihar-
854301, my name is Niharika
Singh in my Aadhaar card,
while my name is Ninarika
Kumari in my educational cer-
tificates and other academic
records. Both Niharika Singh
and Niharika Kumari belong to
the same woman, who is
myself. Affidavit  No.-
54/18.06.26

1, SHANKAR Kumar /0 Parmarthi
Prasad Singh R/o Panchvati
Bhawan,0C colony, Kali Mandir Rd
Thana - Agamkuan, Kumhrar Patna -
26 have changed my daughter name
Akriti kumari to Diksha Singh for all
purposes whose DOB is 05.11.2012
Vide Afd No. 2414 D1.18.06.26

1, RACHNA Devi W/0 Rakesh Kumar.
R/0-Ward no 10 Gram Chakrami.
Post Chakrami, Nagarpara Uttar
Bhawaipur, Bhawaranipur,
Narayanpur, Po: Narayanpur, ist:
Bhagalpur. Bihar-853203 have
changed the name of my minor son
Madhay Kumar Jha aged 17 years
and he shall hereaiter be known as

1 have now changed my rame

Mohd Amir Alam Shaikh s/o Sha\klv
shafiullah, and | am currently known
by this name. Affidavit no. 12085,

Through an Afidavit of . No. 20,
dated 19/06/2026, 1, NIKITA
KUMARI, Wife of Md. Faiz Ansari,
previously
at Sanjay Prasad, Pirmohani near|
[Jaipur Hotel, Kadamkuan, Patna,
Bihar - 800003 and current|
residing at Near lqra Academy,
Kabir Nagar, Jamshedpur, Dobo,
PO. Kapali, PS. Chandil, Dist.-
Seraikela - Kharsawan, Jharkhand
- 831012, do solemnly affirm and
stateonoathasfollows:-
That, my previous name was
NIKITA Tzl
on 27/10/2006. That, | have been
legally married to my husband
M. Faiz Ansari, under the Special
Marriage Act, 1954 on
07/03/2025 in Patna, Bihar and a
Marriage Certi

issued by the Marriage Registrar|

for the same. That after my

marriage, | have voluntarily and
il, decided

change my name from NIKITA
KUMARI to FATIMA SADAF.
That, for a official, academic and
legal purposes, | shall henceforth
beknown, identi

my new name FATIMA SADAF.
That, all my documents viz Bank

(Aadhaar Card, Pan Card etc.)
should be updated and issued
under my new name, FATIMA
SADAF. Sd/- Deponent

1, YASMIN Khatoon, wife of Mo-
hammad Hasmullah Khan, resident
of Nakardei, Ward No. 07, p/o-
Mansingha, P/S-Sugauli, District East
Champaran. My daughter's name is
listed as jainab Bashi on her
Aadhaar card and birth certificate
However, her passport no.
NA9SI819, lsts her name as Jainuty
Basuri, which is incorrect
My datghter's correct name is
Jainab Bashri Affidavitno. 13165

1.05.26

1, SARSWATE Toppo /0 Guian Oaon
Vill- Ekamba PO- Husir PS-
Dk it vl
change my daughter's name from
Mani 0ra0n to Mahi Oraon in her
Aadhar Card No 4582 7632 8245
Videaffidavit no 2141 dated
17.06.202. Before Executive
Magistrate Ranchi.

1, MAYANK Singh S/o Prahalad Kumar
Singh R/o FNo. 4, Kamta Ramsakhi
Apartment, Mithapur, Khagaul Road,
Patna declare vide affidavit no. 264
date 19.6.2 shall be known as
Mayank Kumar Singh

1, MOHAMMAD IRAF AN Ansari $/o,
Mohammad fsmail Ansari, R/o
Chitarpur Neemtola, P.0.-Chitarpur,
PS-Rajrappa, Ramgarh, Iharkhand,
declare vide Affidavit No. 59, dated
20.06.2026, | have changed iy
ame rom Molammad Fafa Ansari
tolrfan Ansari for all Purposes.

1, GOPAL Sahu, s/0 late Gaurishankar
Swarrikar r/0 141 Jojo Basa Road,
Near Om Nursing Home, Murlipur,
Hatia, Ranchi. My actual name is
Gopal Sahu , correctly mentioned in
my son's academic cerificate. My
name is wrongly mentioned i my
Aaghar as Nand Kishore Swarmkar.
My actual name is Gopal Sahu.
Affidavit no. 4239, 17.06.2026

1, RANJANA Kumari W/o o
13629564H Sep Dhananjay Kumar
R/o Vill-Bahuara PO-Senagopalpur,
Dist-Patna State - Biar pin Code-
800007 Have changed my name
From Ranjana Devi To Ranjana
Kumari Vide Afd No. D1.26.04.26
Before Notary Public Patna

1, SUNIL Kumar 22 year) S/o Umesh

adav At Ratangarh PO+ PS Kand,
Dist Garhwa Declared that My Name
Sunil Kumar is mentioned in all doc-
uments, that's TRUE. Butin my UID

i
No 15947/ 18.05.26 my name Sunil

Kumar will mention in my UID Card.

1, BASANTI Lakea, W/o Late Ishwar Das
Kuju, o Vilage Kawadi, Ftra
Toli, P.S. Ki k aga, at
present R/0 S¢
Jagarnathpur, Aty
Inarkhand, declare that as per my
Do, 8006 7485 3227 and AN
ABGPL63450 my correct name is
Basanti Lakra. It s wrongly men-
tioned in my deceased husband's
Pension Bock having P.P.0.No.
30052073710 a5 Basanti Kujur
which is required to be corrected as
Basanii Lakra. Hence Afidavit No.
4197, Dated 16.06,2026, Ranchi,

1, VISHAL PRASANT, 5/0- Narendra
Kumar Pandey, R/of- Nani Bhawan,
East Wohan Bigha, Smmn L
Dalmianagar, Rohas.

i o 120 03120 20/06/26 S
be known as Vishal Prashant.

1, KALESHWAR Mahto , /0 Mannu
Mahto R/o- AtsP.0- Amrakh, 5.
Maniyari, Dist.- Muzaffarpur, Bihar
Pin Code-843119, | Knew named of
Kaleshwar Mahto til now. now 1 shall
now Ramu Mahto. My affidavit No.-
4543 dated-10.06.2026

. RAIANTEKumati /o i Orsen
R/0 Pugy Petrol Pamp, PO-Arm:
Gumla, Rorant $35207 edare
vide Affdavit No. 152, dated
19.062026 | have

ARCHITECT/BUILDER/
CONTRACTOR

| 2BHKFLATFOR SALE
PREMIUM NEW FLAT AVAILABLE AT BORING ROAD, PATNA.

3 BHK FLAT AVAILABLE

NEAR ATAL PATH, A\ NAHARPAR, PATNA-801503 ________
7282000021, 7004159084 | CONTACT : 9823237258, 7061450347

ADMISSION

ADMISSION NOTICE : 2026-28|
ST COLLEGE F&

of Educatlon

Affiliated to MMHAPU, Patna, Coll

©

CHANGE OF NAME

| am Yasoda Devi, Wio Surendara
Kactnan, o Vilage Randas Tol
P.0. Tenduni, P.S.
Segipur st Bhopur Bivar A
per Affidavit No. 3944 dated

from Rajanti Kumari to Rajani
Oraon for all Purposes.

1DAISY Devi Aadhazr No-
819941415810 W/0 Gopal Sah
Vilage- Asargani Po+ Thanas Blocks
ircle Asarganj,Dist-Munger (Bihar)
My name is Sarita Devi alias Sarita
Kumari is my home name. | have an
accountin Bihar Gramin Bank
Navaganya in which my name is
mentioned as SARITA DEVI LIC
policy no. And the policy hoider of
agency code 520882031, 003125011
i Sarita Kumari alias Sarita Devi,
Daisy Devi,Sarita Devi, Sarita
Kumar, ali three names belong to
the same person, who is myself. 1am
making this affidavit to ithdraw the
satc gt amoun, Afiaet

65/2026

THITHERTO known as Gajendra Kumar
Yadav 5/0: Nand Kishor Chaudhary
R/0- Rampur, Ward No-10, Sadaua,
Po: Sadauwan, Dist: Gopalgar, Bihar
- 841405, Have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Gajendra

1, REYAN Khan /0 Mohammad Gauhar
R/o New Madarsa Gali Near Masiid

trict-Patna-800014 Declare that Afi
davit n0. 704 dtd. 19.06.26 in CBSE
Class 10th Result 2024 my father's
narme wrongly mentioned Mg Gauhar
Dillshat Khan . Correct name is
Mohammad Gauhar

1, MARJABI Fatma, vife of Irshad
‘Ahmad Faiz, Resident of Shareef
Colony, Raham Khan, P.o- Lal Bagh,
P.s- Laheria sarai, Distt- Darbhanga,
Bihar 846004. 1 shall be known as
Mahjabeen Fatma for all future
purpose vide Affidavit No- 15
Dated 18/06/2026

1,MD. mtiyaz Khan, $/0 Md. Ashiak
Khan, R/o- Ward No.02,Vilage
Chhatwan ot Po.- Chiatwar, Ps.-
Keoti,Ditt.- Darbhanga, Bihar-
847337 vide Afi. No.- 21976/
11.06.2026 declare that my name is
mentioned 25 Mohammad Inteyaj
Khan inmy Passport, whereas my
name is mentioned M. mtiyaz khan
in my Aadhar. Md. Imtiyaz khan and
Mohammad Imteyaj khan both are
same person and name.

ﬁ A gwt arefl, ﬁm .
3ich,
RhTe Srer, %m
dRe-mi Biferd, fSer-
DR, YRS, AUA-T5 F.-
4308, f&l® 19.06.2026,
e 5 Fa1 7 o AL erel
3T (Md. Shanay All) 1 3R
e BIS T 7936 9905
6437 3 31 @ oo Scht
<ot 8, 5t s otera 81 3 3
e . ot 3reft (Md. Shanay
Alj) & 3t% I e 3 10
Bl B Fbee F sftaol 2|

1, AMRIT /0 Krishna Bhagwan Singh
fohiga bas 8010 dorre
il atfdait o, 421
5asiod s bk s A
Kumarheam\g Adhar Card no.

12052026, my

asoda Devi on my Aadhaar card,
which is corect. However, in the
senvice book of my husband, who
s Ay, my name is
recorded as Yasuda Kachhap, which
is incorrect. My correct name is
Yasoda Devi. | request that the name
recorded in my husband's service
book be changed from Yasuda
KachhaptoYasoda Devi.

1HITHER to known as Amita Kumari
‘wife of Neeraj Kumar Sharma
residing at House No.-§ Rewa Road

anpur, Muzaffarpur . Bihar

Pin-842001. declare that | have
changed my Surname from “Kumari
to Sharma” and shall hereater be
Known as Amita Sharma for all
purpose and records.

1, SANJEEV Kumar Jha, §/o0 Harish

83522, That my name has been
recorded as "Sanjiv Kumar sha” in
my Matriculation Certficate my
name s recorded as "Sanjeev Kumar
Jhat in my Aadhar Card, PAN Car,
8ank Recards, other educational
certificate and other Government
Identity Documents. That both the
names, "Sanjiv Kumar jha* &
"Sanjeey Kumar Jha’, refer o one
andsame person, i.e, myself, hence-
forth | shall be known as Sanjeev
Kumar sha for all Purposes. Affdavit
No. 38, dated 20.06.2026

1, NARENDRA PANDEY, 5/0-
Kameshwar Pandey, R/of- vm
Nawadih, post-sikaria, PS- De
Joliat s el it 5 uzx dated
20/06/26 Shall be kno
Natenta Komar pandey

1AMIT Kumar Singh, father- Late

Sitaram Singh, Sakin- Dashrati,
Post- Itwa, Police Station- Dharhara,
District Munger, my daughter’s old
name was Awa. Whose date of birth
i515.10.2017. | have changed the
name of my daughter Avya to Anmol
Pushp. i future, my aughter will be
known and recognized by the name
Anmol Pushp in all documents and
government records. Both Avya and
A itg e f th

SHIVPURI, PATNA.

CHANGE OF NAME

1, ATUL Sharma S/o0 Bharat Bhushan
Residen of Village Shamesher Nagar
. PS- Daudnagar, Dist- Aurangabad
that my actual nameis Atul and |
want 10 add titlein my name as
Sharma. Affid. no. 789 dtd. 20.6.26

1, RASHED AHMAD, §/0- Late Taiyaty
Ahmad, R/of- Royal Elegance. flat no
F, Ashiana Digha Road. PO- B. V.
College, Patna. As per Affidavit no
1119 dated 20/06/26 Shall be known
as Mohammad Rashed Ahmad.

1, IMAMUDDIN Ansari (46 years) At
Bairiyadamar PO + PS Dandai Dis
Garhwa Declared that My Daughter's
iame s Tabassum Ara and her DOB
5 05.08.2011 is right and print in her
all documents. In UID Card her name
print wrongly Tabassum Khatun and
DOB 02.11.2009. After Affidavit No
1026/ 07.05.26 her name Tabassum
Araand DOB 05.08.2011 will
acceptable n al purpose:

1, BINDU Devi, W/0. Raghubir Singh,
aged about 55 years, Resident of
Village+ PO - Chaita, PS.- Pakidayal,
Disrict- East Champaran, Bifa, do
hereby declare thal in my Aadhaar
Card bearing no. 5734 3283 0273,
my name has been wrongly recorded
as Vindu Kumari. My correct name
is Bindu Devi. Affidavit no. 300,
0101.06.2026

1RAVI Kumar, S/o- Nand Kishore
Prasa, R/o- Naya Gaon Jamalpur
(Munger). Vide Affidavit No- A72140
Date- 30/03/2026 declare that my
Son's name is recorded as Pyush Raj
my Service book (Loco Workshop
Jamalpur), but as Piyush Raj in his
aadhar and birth certficate. both
Name's belong to the same person.
enceforth he Shall be known as
Pijush Raj,

VABDUL kel Ok v /u
Pipra vard no
Oistrict East Champaran herehv
declare that my name s incorrectly
recorded as Abdul samad on
Aadhaar card my correct name is
Abdul Kalam which i the name ap-
pearing on all my other documents
Ishal be known by this name in the
future. Affidavit no. 12415.

1, RAJIV Ranjan, $/0 Sri Rabindra
Praadam, - takal
Budhanath (iogsa
Distrct Bhagalpur, Bifar, o ey

3
me girl, who is my daughter.
Mot o. 34553026

1, MRS. Reshu Rani, W/o Mrinal
Gautam, R/0 34/1, Lal Khan Dargaha
Lane, Bidi Company Road, Sarai
Chowk, Jagdishpur, Bhagalpur,
Bihar-812002, hereby declare that
the name of my minor daughter has
been changed from Ravya (0ld Name
)to Ravya Singh (New Name )
Henceforth, she shall be known and
called as "Ravya Singh for al
purposes.Affidavit No.-34/17.06.26

1, BALAJI, age 22,5/0 - Sumant
Kumar Singh, Vill.+P.0.- Khalispur,
Ward 06, P.5.- Sarairanjan, Dist.-
Samastipur, am a permanent
resident. | swear that my name is
Balaji as per my Aadhaar number
404362173668. However, | am
adding a title (nickname) to my
name. Now, my name will be
written as Balaii Vats and
1will be known by the name

943364042148

Balaji Vats.

presently mentioned in his school
records as Raksh Ranjan. have now
changed the name of my son from
Raksh Ranjan to Raksh Karn.
Henceforth he sall be known as
Raksh Karn or all purposes.

A i Shistar mar, RO,

i 1
Address : Sarai l(nnmam

+2), New Delhi
TRoad, Near lhulana Azad

Engineering College, Neoraganj, Danapur, Patna-801113

SCIENCE, ARTS, COMMERCE

CORPORATE OFFICE:
NEAR N.G.R PUBLIC SCHOOL, BAILEY ROAD,
NAHAR PAR, PATNA - 801503

/ DiELEd)

1, MOHAMMAD Hasrat 5/0. Md. Jall
R/0. Village Ahirauliya, P.0. Bara
Chakiya, P.S. & Block Chakiya,
District East Champaran hereby
state that my name is recorded as
Mohammad Hasart on my Aadhaar
and PAN cards, which is incorrect my
correct name s Mohammad Hasrat
and 1am known by this name.
Affidavit No. 14095,

1, NEELAM GUPTA, W/0- Jagannath
Prasad, R/of Maa lageshwari Tower,
Phase?, Flat no. 302, B.H. Colony,
patna, s per afidavit no 1122 date
20/06/26 Shall be known as Neelam

1, BINOD Ekka, S/o Late Abraham Ekka,
R/ Vill-lamggi, P.0. & P-Chainpur,
Dist.- Gumla (tharkhand), declare
that my name and date of birth are
incorrectly recorded in my Aadhaar
Card (No. 6944 9289 3907) as
Wi A g MU L
correct nameis "Binod Ekka” i
correct date of birth is"03.02. mr
as per my Voter I0 Card and School
Transfer Certficate respectively.
Affidavit No. 2602/2026, dated
19.06.2026.

1, JOGINDER Kaur /o Army No-IC-
432828k Sub Nishan Sngh, R/
Vill+PO-Chhina Bidhi Chand, Dist-
Tarn Taran (PB), PIN-143305 and
presently residing at PRC, Ramgarh
have changed my Name in my Sor's
service Record from oginder Kour
to Joginder Kaur vide Affidavit No
106 0111 Jun 2026 at Ramgarh (JH).

1, SHYAM Sundar Singh, Subedar
(Retd), Service No. IC770227X, Rjo
Shahzadpur, Bhagalpur, Bihar,
dechre vide affdavit No- 8639,
dated 18/06/2026 before Exective
Magistrate, Bhagalpur, that in my
anmy record my wife's name
inadvertently recorded as Niharika
Singh & 0B 02.10.1992 which s
wrong While b correct rame is

Pipra Kothi, ist£ast (Ivamparan
gihar declare by affidavit
01.04.11.2025 sworn before Notary
Public, Delhi that Lakshya Raj is my
son as per his birth certificate. Due
to mistake my son's name mentioned
as Lakshya Kumar in my Service
Documents. Both name are same
and single person who is my son.

1, AVINASH Kumar alias Shardanand
Tivari, $/0-- anardan Tiwari,
Vllage- Kohibarwa, P.0. Jaitapur,
Thana- Palanwa, Distrct- East
Champaran, | hereby inform that
My name is Avinash Kumar and
Shardanand Tiwari both are the
same | am using both names.
1am known and recognized.

Affidavitno. 22316

0B is
10061992,

1 SRS imar D/o Prameshwar
Vill+ P.0. Jamu, PS, Markacho,

Ko, ardand My name has
been wrongly entered as Sripati
Kumari in my Aadhar Card No. 8611
0501 7667. Vide Affidavit No. 20,
dated 19.06.2026 My correct name
is Shripti Kumar.

1, KHURSHIDA Khatun D/ Ismail

tioned 01.01.1998 bul
s 01.01.2005. By Affidavit No 7368/
09.06.26 | am updating my DOB

01012005 in my UID Card.

steepatna@gmall.c
BRABU CET-B.Ed.
First Choice @ gater dicl ol |

S.T. International School
10+2 Admission Open | Affordable Fees | Limited Seats

919525506666 / +917759993111
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1, YUSUF gbal, 5/0. Manzoor Alam
Khan, R/0. Dhaka Islampur Tofa, PO.
+PS. Dhaka, Dist.- East Champaran,
ereby inform that my original
certfcate from the Department of
Techrical Education (OTE/BTE),
Bangalore, which | completed in the
year 2017 from 400 The Oxford Poly-
technic Bangalore, under the Gov-
emment of Karnataka, was lost on
14.06.2026. My examination regis-
tration no. 4001C14023, while | was
travelingto Azad Chowk, Dhaka, East
Champaran, Bihr. | am seeking a
duplicate certificate for issuance.
Affidavit no. 12008, d1.17.06.2026

PERSONAL

1, AARAV Patel /0 Dinesh Patel
resident of Jajak Tol, Nai sadak,
P.5. chowk, Patna declaring with
vide affidavit no 219/ 02 -06-26 that
in my aadhar card my nick name s
writen as Daksh Patel date of birth
01/01 / 2004 which s wrong but in
my board result and in al documents
my correct name is written as Aarav
patel and date of birth is
01/11/ 2007. 1 wand cancel my old
Adhar card make the as Aarav Patel
.05 0L11.200;
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EDUCATION/
ADMISSIONS

AFF TO CBSE DELHI UPTO 10+2, AFF. NO. 330614

AI]MISSII]N

{Sessmn 2026-27}

9K 1K Pre Nur. to Std IX & XI

(Science & Commerce)
Rambagh, Macha Baba Ashram Road, Bihta, Patna
©9473343108, 9473343106, 7292981190

- E-mail : kpsprincipal9@gmail.com - Website : kpsbifta.in

CAREER GUIDANCE
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© Hearing Aid e Autism therapy”
® Speech therapy
@ Audiometry/BERA test

signia

on hearing Ad battery

Home service
available
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SULABH SANITATION
MISSION FOUNDAT!ON

New Pataliputra Colony, Patna-13,
Cont. No. 8595998747

TRAINING FOR TOILET CONSTRUCTION

A special training is being organized for construction
and maintenance of the toilets, and for sanitation and
cleaning purpose. Interested volunteers who are
healthy, willing to travel to different states of the
country and whose quallﬁcanons are Non-
Matric/Matric, it t Graduate
and skilled in cleaning/sanitation field, and above 18
years of age, may contact in person at the address
mentioned above on 03.07.2026 (Friday) and
04.07.2026 (Saturday) at 10:00 am along with 5
colored photographs. The volunteers should also
attach photocopies of their educational Qualifications
and Aadhar card along with hand written application
on a plain paper. (Bring the original documents for
verification).
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CM orders judicial probe into
police killing of Bhojpur man

Avinash Kumar
Avinash kumar@htlive.com

PATNA: Following uproar over
the encounter of an allegedly
“mentally disturbed” youth in
Bhojpur, Bihar chief minister
Samrat Choudhary on Saturday
announced judicial inquiry into
the incident, writing on his X
account that a retired high
court judge will conduct an
inquiry into the case.

“It has been decided to con-
duct a judicial inquiry by a
retired high court judge for an
independent and impartial
investigation of the police
encounter that took place on
June 17 in Bilauti village under
the Shahpur police station area
of Bhojpur district,” the CM
posted on X.

He said that the objective of
the judicial inquiry is to ensure
a thorough investigation of all
aspects of the incident with
complete impartiality and
transparency.

The encounter has generated
alotof heat in Ara where locals
gathered in large numbers at
the funeral of the youth and
leaders cutting across party
lines, including those from the
NDA, condemning the police
high-handedness.

Following his death, the
shocked and angry villagers
blocked the Bihar-UP Express-
way for over eight hours on
Thursday to protest the alleged
killing. They pelted stones and
demanded a judicial probe or
investigation by an independ-
ent agency into the incident
and action against the police
personnel.

The protesters alleged that
the encounter was staged and
demanded an independent and
high-level probe into the cir-
cumstances surrounding the
death. Police officials
attempted multiple rounds of
negotiations with demonstra-
tors, but the blockade contin-
ued.

Chief minister Samrat
Choudhary.

HTPHOTO

‘What has made things diffi-
cult for the police is the viral
video of the youth, who did
Facebook live to give vent to his
feelings before surrendering to
the police. He went live on
Facebook as the police sur-
rounded his home, gun in
hand, talking to the officers. At
some point he stepped outside,
walked toward an open patch
near the village, fields on either
side, some construction work
going on nearby, and kept talk-
ing. Not about himself, really.
About floods. About erosion.
About a village that's been dis-
placed more than once and
demands nobody seemed to be
listening to.

Then the video, as far as the
public know, cuts off before
anything fatal happens.

Former BJP MP from Ara RK
Singh, former union minister
Ashwini Kumar Choubey, BJP
national secretary Rituraj
Singh, JD(U) leader Sanjay Jha,
Bihar Deputy CM Vijay Kumar
Sinha and several others raised
questions over the decision
counter.

Mithilesh Tiwari, the state’s
education minister, spoke
about it on June 18 at an event
in Buxar, calling the whole epi-
sode “unfortunate.”

Rituraj Sinha questioned the
circumstances of the encounter
and demanded a detailed and
impartial judicial inquiry into
it. While Ashwini Choubey
termed the incident a shame on

PROTESTERS
ALLEGED THAT THE
ENCOUNTER WAS
PRE-PLANNED AND
DEMANDED
IMPARTIAL PROBE
INTO THE MATTER

Father, brother

named in

FIR after

youth’s encounter

democracy and called it a
“murder”.

Choubey demanded inter-
vention from Union home min-
ister Amit Shah in this matter
and served ultimatum to the
Bihar government to send the
culprits to jail within 48 hours.

However, the viral video
raised questions over police
conduct during an operation
that later culminated in an
encounter and the death of the
youth.

According to police
accounts, an exchange of firing
took place during which the
youth sustained bullet injuries.
He was subsequently shifted to
the Patna Medical College and
Hospital (PMCH), where he
later died during treatment.
The encounter itself has now
become a matter of public
debate.

Police say he opened fire and
they shot back in self-defence.
His family insists the opposite,
that he handed over the
weapon and surrendered, and
was shot regardless. He was
taken first to Shahpur Referral
Hospital, then moved to the
Patna Medical College and Hos-
pital, where he died.

“My son surrendered. The
police shot him anyway,” his
mother said. No FIR against the
boy, no chargesheet, nothing
on record, just a young man
she describes as someone who
did social work, who cared
about people.

The mother has gone further
still, calling it a planned killing
rather than any kind of acci-
dent or crossfire.

Ranjan
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

ARA: Father and brother of a
youth from Bhojpur district,
who was killed in an encounter
with police on June 17 after a
48-hour standoff, have been
booked for concealing or assist-
ing the possession of the pistol
and protecting him during the
police’s effort to arrest him.

The family of the youth
claims that he was “mentally
disturbed”.

Father Kashinath Tiwari and
brother Chandan Tiwari - both
residents of Bilauti village
under Shahpur police station
area of Bhojpur district -- have
been named under sections
132/109(1)/351(2)/352(5)/353(5)
of the Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita
(BNS) and sections 25(9)/27/35
of the Arms Act.

Overall, police filed two sepa-
rate FIRs in connection with the
case: one related to the encoun-
ter in which the youth was the
accused, and the other regard-
ing the youth’s firing when
police went to arrest him, in
which his father and brother
areaccused.

Police accused them of pos-
sessing an illegal firearm and
protecting the youth.

Both FIRs were filed based on
the statement of Rajesh Mala-
kar, the then Station House Offi-
cer (SHO) of Shahpur.

According to the FIR filed in
the firing case, police received
information that the youth pos-
sessed an illegal weapon and
had publicly displayed it. Fol-
lowing this, a police team
arrived in Bilauti village on the

Govt trying to divert attention
from tender scam, says Tejashwi

HT Correspondent

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Bihar Legislative
Assembly, Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav, on Saturday alleged that
the state government was try-
ing to divert attention from the
multi-crore tender scam to pro-
tect some “big fishes” by raising
non-issues such as eviction
orders for a government bun-
galow and the withdrawal of
his security cover. He made the
remarks while addressing a
press conference in Patna.
Yadav alleged that the multi-
crore tender scam involving
alleged middleman Rishu Shri
alias Rishu Ranjan Sinha and
several senior bureaucrats was
a corruption case worth
%20,000-25,000 crore. He
claimed that many influential
individuals were involved in
the case and were being pro-
tected by the state government.
“Goverment is raising non
issues like withdrawal of secu-
rity , eviction notices for bun-

v

A

ruption case.

The RJD national working
president, who held a meeting
with party workers on Satur-
day, also claimed that the
encounter of Bharat Bhushan
Tiwary at Bilauti village under
Shahpur police station in Bhoj-
pur district was a completely
“fake” encounter, similar to
alleged fake encounters
reported earlier in Muzaffarpur
and Madh i districts.

RJD national working
president Tejashwi Yadav
addresses a presser in Patna

onSaturday.  SANTOSHKUMAR/HT
galows and also doing fake
encounters just to divert atten-
tion from the Rishu Shree ten-
der corruption case and protect
the bigwigs involved in the
case,” Yadav said, implying that
the controversies generated
over the eviction notice to
former chief minister Rabri
Devi and security downgrading
of former CMs, Lalu Prasad and
Rabri Devi were all diversion-
ary tactics to distract people’s
attention from the tender cor-

“On one hand, Chief Minister
Samrat Choudhary has ordered
a probe, and on the other, an
FIR has been lodged against the
father and brother of the
deceased, Bharat Bhushan
Tiwary. The Chief Minister
should apologise to the people
of the state for these fake
encounters,” Yadav said.

The RJD leader further
alleged that there had been a
sharp rise in crime in Bihar,
reflecting how criminals had
become emboldened under the
NDA government. He also
accused the state government
of continuing to patronise the
liquor mafia.

FIVE KILLED IN
LIGHTNING
STRIKES IN STATE

PATNA: Five people were killed
in lightning strike incidents in
three districts of Bihar, officials
said.

According to a statement
issued by the chief minister’s
office (CMO) on Friday, Vais-
hali reported three deaths and
Nawada and Jamui one each.

Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary expressed condo-
lences over the deaths and
announced an ex gratia of ¥ 4
lakh for the next of kin of the
deceased, it said.

Choudhary appealed to the
people of the state to follow
advisories issued by the Disas-
ter Management Department, it
added. PTI

SAMRAT URGED
PEOPLETO

FOLLOW
ADVISORIES ISSUED
BY THE DISASTER
MANAGEMENT
DEPARTME
SERIOUSLY

BOTH THE FIRS
WERE FILED BASED
ON THE STATEMENT
OF RAJESH
MALAKAR, THE
THEN SHO OF
SHAHPUR POLICE
STATION

morning of June 17th to verify
this information, recover the
weapon, and arrest him.

However, the FIR states that
the youth became agitated
whenever police tried to coax
him into surrendering his
weapon. “Policemen narrowly
escaped being hit by bullets
when he fired several rounds,”
says the FIR. It adds that the
youth later climbed onto the
roof of his house and began fir-
ing from there.

The FIR, quoting the state-
ment of SHO Rajesh Marlekar,
says that the youth later ran
toward a nearby wasteland and
as the police team chased him,
he opened fire, which the police
returned in defence, targeting
the accused’s leg below the
waist. He was immediately
taken into custody and sent to
Shahpur Referral Hospital for
treatment, finally being admit-
ted to the PMCH where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.

According to another FIR, the
slain youth had a prior criminal
history. He was a named
accused in Shahpur Police Sta-
tion Case No. 73/2025 (under the
SC/ST Act and other serious sec-
tions). Police had also filed a
charge sheet against him in the
court.

TWO DANCERS
GANGRAPED IN
PATNA, FL.R. FILED
AGAINST 13: COPS

Avinash Kumar
Avinash kumar@htlive.com

PATNA: Two members of a
music and dance troupe from
Jharkhand were allegedly kid-
napped after their show and
gang-raped at gunpoint by
about a dozen people at Naubat-
pur, police said on Saturday.

Following the incident, a
First Information Report (FIR)
was lodged at Naubatpur Police
Station against 13 people under
the relevant sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).
Police have launched an investi-
gation and initiated a search
operation to apprehend the
accused. Both women have
been sent for medical examina-
tion. The victims are originally
from Jharkhand’s Latehar dis-
trict and were residing in a
rented house in the Mithapur
area of Patna at the time of the
incident.

As per the FIR, the incident
occurred on June 18. The vic-
tims were invited to perform at
a Tilak ceremony in a locality of
Naubatpur. The event was
booked by a youth named
Munna Kumar from Bhelura
Rampur. It is alleged that
instead of taking them to the
venue, some youths forcibly
took them to an isolated place.
After this, the two sisters were
taken hostage to different places
and gang-raped throughout the
night. When they resisted, they
were beaten up and threatened
with dire consequences. The
next morning, the accused tried
to drop them somewhere but
when their vehicle reached the
jurisdiction of Phulwari Sharif
Police Station, the victims
started crying. Local peopleand
passers-by gathered and
informed Dial-112 which
reached the spot and took them
to Phulwari Sharif police sta-
tion. The police registered a
‘Zero’ FIR and referred it to
Naubatpur police station for
further action.

Phulwari Sharif SDPO-2
Deepak Kumar confirmed the
incident and said that an FIR
has been lodged against 13 peo-
ple, including Munna Kumar,
Suraj Kumar and Bhanu Kumar.

Mann mein bhakti,
tann en shakti
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Govt to appoint
cricketers Akash,
Mukesh as DSPs

PATNA: The Bihar government
has initiated the process of
appointing cricketers Akash
Deep and Mukesh Kumar as
deputy superintendents of
police (DSPs) under the state’s
outstanding sportspersons
recruitment policy, officials
said.

The General Administration
Department (GAD) recom-
mended the names of the two
Test cricketers to the Home
Department.Mukesh Kumar, a
resident of Gopalganj district,
is a fast bowler who made his
international debut in the Car-
ibbean in 2023.

Akash Deep, hailing from
Rohtas district, is alsoa bowler
whose first Test debut was in
2024.

The two were also both
members of the Indian cricket
team that won the gold medal
at the 19th Asian Games in
Hangzhou, China, in 2022.
They have been recommended
for appointment to the post of
DSP (Pay Level-9), the GAD
statement read.

According to the communi-
cation from the GAD, the rec-
ommendation was made under
the Bihar Outstanding Sports-

APPOINTMENTS
WILL BE MADE
UNDER GOVT'S
SPORTSPERSONS
RECRUITMENT
POLICY

persons Direct Appointment
(Amendment) Rules, 2026.

The Bihar cabinet approved
the notification draft of the
rules on Wednesday.

The proposal for appoint-
ment was forwarded to the
Home Department following
the recommendation of a selec-
tion committee constituted for
recruiting meritorious sports-
persons. Officials said that the
appointments would be subject
to verification of educational,
residential and other certifi-
cates, as well as character and
antecedent verification. The
selected candidates will also be
required to comply with condi-
tions prescribed under the
state’s sportsperson recruit-
ment rules, including remain-
ing active in competitive sports
for a stipulated period of five
years after appointment, offi-
cials added. PTI
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Vande Bharat Express

stranded for 5 hours
due to engine glitch

Prasun K Mishra

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

reached the site with police
personnel and remained
deployed to ensure the safety of

The Var: i-R
chi Vande Bharat Express
broke down in Bihar’s Rohtas
district on Friday evening, leav-
ing passengers stranded for
nearly five hours on the DDU-
Gaya rail section.

Train No. 20888, travelling
from Varanasi to Ranchi, was
running on its scheduled route
when a technical fault devel-
oped in the engine between
Shivsagar and Kumhau sta-
tions. The loco pilot halted the
train at 5:42 pm and informed
railway officials about the
problem, officials said.

Following the incident, a
large number of residents from
nearby Barela, Samhuta and
Prayagpur villages gathered at
the spot. Shivsagar SHO Ritesh
Kumar Singh and Sasaram RPF
Inspector Rajiv Kumar also

It took nearly two hours for
the railway’s technical team to
reach the location. As darkness
set in, the team carried out
inspections using mobile
phone torches.

However, the engineers were
unable to identify the exact
cause of the fault.

Subsequently, a replacement
engine was brought to the site
and attached to the train. The
Vande Bharat Express finally
resumed its journey at 10:04
pm, the RPF inspector said.

Most passengers remained
confined inside the train as it
stood stranded in the remote
area. With limited access to
food and drinking water, many
were forced to endure consid-
erable hardship during the pro-
longed delay.
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LAKHS*

E—
LIMITED SEATS AVAILABLE

Contact us: - 2 011-30418900, 7428895912, 9958480046
© admissions@iihmrdelhi.edu.in @ Website: - www.iihmrdelhi.edu.in
B2 Plot no. 3, Sector 18A, Dwarka, New Delhi- 110075

HEALTH MANAGEMENT
(AIU EQUIVALENT MBA)

ADMISSION OPEN (2026-2028)
IIHMR DELHI CAMPUS

* Direct Entry into 2™ year under the Credit
Transfer Scheme (NEP 2020)
IIHMR-VIZAG CAMPUS

EXECUTIVE CERTIFICATE PROGRAM ON
HEALTH TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT (HTA) 2026

SCHOLARSHIP WORTH HIGHEST PACKAGE
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Air King Plus
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—Dn POWERFUL AIR THROW
—50 FOR FASTER COOLING

CHOOSE FROM OVER 40 AIR COOLING SOLUTIONS

€ aushaintemational

1

@usha_int € @Ushalnti

2 Digital - 62033
GAYA - Kalyani Traders - 8210061245,
L1d - 9065555907, Fre

www.ushaaircoolers.com
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ECOCOOL HONEY-COMB PAD
FOR BETTER COOLING

mEE Care | Toll Free: 18001033 111

SERVICE™
AT HOME

PATNA - S.S. Enterprises - 9507867157, Bharat Electronics - 9771492664, Deepak Electronics - 9798177949, Pee Vee Sales Corpn. - 9162395781,

Jai Bajrangbali Electric Centre - 9304265215, Karuna Enterprises - 8877990100, Shreeniwas Marketing - 7004832914, New Payal Electronics - 7004751105,
I 22967 ARRAH - Punjab Electrical Stores - 9142554949 BUXOR — Verma Fan House - 8825126648, Ganga Electronics - 993

| Tech Gaya - 8210366064, Pappu Enterprises - 9709592336, i

, Free India { 504068179 AURANGABAD - Shakli Traders - 9801324588 BHABUA ~ Freezer Point - 9934960612

NAWADA - Kailash Ram & Sons - 9906129311, Balaji Traders - 7542942707 BIHARSARIF ~ RM Traders - 8825179669, Nalanda Home Appliances - 9304293448

JEHANABAD - Upendra Electric Works - 8873331829 DEHRI - Shah Enterprise - 8789369542

4045639
, Gupta Fumniture & Electronics - 8936003497, Dahuja
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Muslim representation and

political parties in India

The first part of this series looked at the overall share and regional distribution of India’s
Muslim MLAs and MPs. It showed that Muslim representation is disproportionately
skewed in pockets with a higher population share of Muslims. What about the relation
between politics and Muslim representation though?

Prez Murmu’s birthda

= 5 %

Read Part 1: A
database of
India’s Muslim

o S G Sa i ’ g MLAs and MPs

President Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister NarendraModi during their visit to the former’s native Pahadpur village in
Odisha’s Mayurbhanj district on Saturday. PM planted asapling on the occasion of the President’s birthday. il

Partywise share in Muslim MLAs and Lok Sabha MPs (%)
® Share in Muslim MLAs (%)  ® Share in Muslim MPs (%)

Congress has the
highest share of
Muslim MLAs and MPs;

BJP has the lowest

Forty-six percent of India’s Muslim Lok
Sabha MPs and 39% of Muslim MLAs
have been elected from the Congress. Less Left %)

Cong 39

Others I 30.6
——24.3

Janata and | 12.9
Sodialists | EEG_— 16.3

I 0.7

Murmu, Modi inaugurate
47k-cr projects in Odisha

than one percent of them have been
elected from the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) or its predecessor, the Bharatiya
Jana Sangh. The fact that the BJP has had
only 19 Muslim MLAs and four MPs

3
Independents —g

104
BJP and BIS 107

despite having 15% of all MLAs and 20%
of all MPs in India means that every other
political group has a higher relative share
among Muslim MLAs and MPs in India.

Different factions of the Congress like INC, INC (1), INC (Urs) etc a
their origins to the Socialit Party, Samyukta Socialst Party Janata Party/Dal, Bharatiya Lok/Kranti Dal have been
categorised as Janata and Sociaists. BJP and its predecessor Jana Sanghis BJP here. All Communist parties have been

categorised as Left and rest into Others,

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

Source: HT Musim * )

More interesting is the temporal churn in Muslim
representation across parties

The fact that overall representation of Muslim MLAs
and MPs is broadly stable across time in India does not
mean that the relation between Muslims and politics
has been stagnant. This is best seen in the party-wise
composition of India’s Muslim MLAs and MPs across
different phases of politics in India. The most common-
1y used classification of political epochs in post-Inde-
pendence India is the party-system categorisation,
which is inspired by the concept of the Congress system
by political scientist Rajni Kothari. Indian politics, as of
now, can be divided into Four Party Systems. The first
(1952-66) captures the era of absolute dominance of the
Congress. The second (1967-88) captures Congress still
being strong in the Centre but getting weakened in the

Party-wise share of Muslim MLAs and MPs across Party Systems (%)
Second Party System ('67-'88)  Third Party System ‘89-'13)
0.4 107

MLAs First Party System ('52-'66)
BJPand BJS (0.2

Cong I UFC] S 45.9

Independents II10.5
Janata and Socialists 2.4

states. The third (1989-2013) captures the era of
coalition politics even at the Centre. The fourth (2014
onwards) is the era where the BJP has emerged as the
dominant national party. The Congress'’s share in
India’s Muslim MLAs and MPs was the highest in the
first party system and has been falling steadily since.
The Socialists and Communists saw their shares peak
under the Third Party System. The Fourth Party System
has seen a majority of Muslim MLA/MPs come from
other parties, which apart from the BJP also exclude the
Congress, Socialists and Communists. The top three
parties in this category are the Trinamool Congress, the
Indian Union Muslim League and the National
Conference.

Fourth Party System (14 onwards)
0.3

251

B 274
H48 1.9

: President Drou-
padi Murmu and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi jointly unveiled
development projects worth
more than 47,600 crore in Odi-
sha on Saturday, officials said.

The projects, spanning across
sectors such as energy, indus-
trial infrastructure, roads, drink-
ing water, health, education,
tourism and irrigation, were
unveiled on the second anniver-
sary of the BJP in Odisha.

According to an official state-
ment, theinitiatives are aimed at
strengthening infrastructure,
improving connectivity, enhanc-
ing energy security and creating
employment opportunities
across the state.

'Among the major projects for
which foundation stones were
laid are the 600-MW Upper
Indravati pumped storage
project and the Stage-II expan-
sion of the IB Thermal Power
Station, comprising two
660-MW units.

The foundation stone for the
Bharat Coal Gasification and
Chemi

Left 13.3 =
Others I13.8
Lok Sabha MPs First
BIPand BJS O 0

Independents 3.0

Janata and Socialists 6.1
Left W4.5 mis1 126
Others I7.6 __jF} 271 I 9.5 N

19 -
Cong I 58,4 I 34.6
1.4

224

What is unambiguous is
the falling share of
Muslims in the Rajya Sabha...

Rajya Sabha is the House of the states in India whose
members are elected by MLAs in India’s legislative
assemblies. Because the results are mostly pre-or-
dained on the basis of the existing strength of different
political parties in respective legislative assemblies,
the share of Muslims is more a reflection of parties
nominating Muslims as candidates to these elections.
Here, the share of Muslims shows a consistent and
large fall across decades, from 11.8% in the 1950s to
just 6.7% in the 2020s. To be sure, Muslims have a
higher share in Rajya Sabha than Lok Sabha.

Share of Muslims in Rajya Sabha MPs across
different periods (%)

s | 1.
a0 | 5

1971-80 13.7

oo [ 0.3
o200 | o1
= — [
w0 | 76
rost2020 [ 6.7

Souce: HT RSt members ttase

Which is driving the lower representation?

The BJP has not offered representation to

Muslims in the Rajya Sabha. And the Congress,
socialists and communists have not seen much change
in their share of Muslim MPs in Rajya Sabha. But these

Partywise share of total MPs and Muslim MPs in Rajya Sabha across decades (%)

All Rajya Sabha MPs
1951-60 |0.3
196170 3.9

~ ns0 W41
198190 5.2

19912000 N 19.6
200110 [ 20.1
i (338

Post 2020 N 42.1

Muslim Rajya Sabha MPs BJPandBJS
195160 0
196110 0
197180 0
198190 12

19912000 2.4

~ w00+0 5.7
201120 [ 13.9

Post200 {59

BIPandBJS

parties have seen a decline in their overall representa-
tion in the Rajya Sabha in the more recent past. Herein
lies the reason for the falling share of Muslims in the
Upper House.

Others

Source: HT Rajya Sabha members database )

This is the second of a two-part series based on an HT database of all-Muslim MPs and MLAs in India. The first part
looked at the representation of Muslims across states and over time.

Is Limited (BCGCL)
project at Lakhanpur in Jharsu-
guda district was also laid.
Other projects include a 300-
tonne-per-day municipal solid
waste-based compressed biogas
plantin Bhubaneswar, a bridge
over the Kathajodi river connect-

President Droupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Odisha. Ll

ing Bhubaneswar and Cuttack,
widening and strengthening of
the Dhalpur-Harbhanga road in
Boudh district, four-laning of the

PM: Bengal broke free
of shackles, return of
state’s glory has begun

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

TARAKESWAR: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
said West Bengal had “broken
free from its shackles” and
embarked on a new journey of
development, asserting that the
change broughtabout by a sin-
gle electoral verdict was visible
across the state.
5 :

way in the state demonstrated
the power of the democratic
process.

“There is a glow on the faces
of Bengal's people, and a senti-
ment of joy and trust in villa-
ges...Itis clearly visible in Ben-
gal how your one vote can bring
about a change,” he said.

Modi also highlighted the
state government's efforts to
accelerate border fencing along

ia-Banelad

Nuapada-Ghatipada section of
NH-353, the Kusumdihi mega lift
irrigation project, an IGNOU
regional centre and an indoor
badminton complex at Rairang-
pur.

Two railway multi-tracking
projects worth more than 3732
crore were also dedicated to the
nation.

The 19-km Jakhapura-Jajpur
Keonjhar Road-Baitarani Road
multi-tracking project, built for
%323 crore as part of the Bha-
drak-Nergundi multi-tracking
project, is expected to ease con-
gestion on the heavily loaded
Howrah-Chennai main line and
improve passenger and freight
movement.

apr to

the Ind h frontier,

mark the ‘Paschimbanga Divas’
after inaugurating and laying
the foundation stones for multi-
ple development projects here,
Modi said a “new freshness”
was now palpable in Bengal's
air.

“Today, after the elections
and the swearing-in, I have the
good fortune for the first time to
come among you. There is now
a new freshness in the air of
Bengal. It feels as if Bengal has
now broken free from its shack-
les, and the return of Bengal's
glory has begun,” he asserted.

Referring to the BJP’s victory
in the assembly elections, Modi
said the transformation under-

alleging that the previous dis-
pensation had obstructed the
process.

“You must have seen how the
previous government had
halted the transfer of land for
border fencing. That process
has started under the present
regime,” the PM said.

Modi also said action was
being taken against corruption
and those accused of siphoning
off public funds in the state.

Paying tributes to Syama
Prasad Mookerjee, Modi said he
had played a decisive role in
ensuring that a part of Bengal
remained within India during
Partition.

NTA: Abu Dhabi centre chosen
through candidate’s own login

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Responding to the
issue of allotment of a centre in
Abu Dhabi to a candidate from
Nagpur, the National Testing
Agency (NTA) on Saturday said
the city change request was
made through the candidate’s
own registered login during the
open correction window and it
had later acted on his request to
change the centre.

Following the rescheduling of
NEET (UG) 2026 to June 21, the
examination-city correction
window was reopened to assist
candidates, the agency said.

“Around 3.2 lakh candidates
used the correction window, and
NTA allotted the preferred
examination city to over 99.5 per
cent of them,” it said in a post on
X.On the “Abu Dhabi” query, the
NTA said its web-activity records
indicate that the city change in
the case was made through the
candidate’s own registered login
during the open correction win-
dow, with a consistent single-
user access pattern.

The agency said that despite
the Abu Dhabi centre being cho-
sen by the candidate, it received
aninformal request on the even-
ing of June 19, just 48 hours
before the exam, to change the
centre to Nagpur.

“NTA personnel immediately
initiated the change and con-
tacted the candidate’s father on
June 19 evening itself to help
them complete the formal proc-
ess,” it said.

“NTA has observed that on 3
occasions, one - the centre was
changed to Abu Dhabi using

NTA SAID IT
RECEIVED AN
INFORMAL
REQUEST ON THE
EVENING OF JUNE
19, JUST 48 HOURS
BEFORE THE EXAM,
TO CHANGE THE
CENTRE TO
NAGPUR

candidate’s credentials and
twice it was previewed that the
centre is Abu Dhabi, the agency
said. “Despite that NTA has
accorded to aspirant’s request
and the change of centre was
actioned,” it said.

Calling it a “student-first”
approach, the agency said its pri-
ority is that no candidate misses
the examination over an admin-
istrative doubt. Abdulla Talib
from Nagpur in Maharashtra
was allotted an examination
centre in Abu Dhabi, prompting
his parents to raise the issue
with the NTA and seek a correc-
tion.

Talib had given preference to
Nagpur, Wardha, and Bhandara
centres for the examination.

However, when he received
his examination card issued by
the NTA, he was shocked to find
that he was allotted an examina-
tion centre in Abu Dhabi, his
father, Dr Mohammed Talib,
told a news channel.

The mix-up came tolightona
day when a nationwide mock
drill was underway across the
country on Saturday ahead of
the NEET-UG 2026 re-examina-

tion as part of the efforts to
ensure smooth, secure and
transparent conduct of the medi-
cal entrance test.

The re-examination will be
conducted on June 21 from 2 pm
to 5.15 pm in the pen-and-paper
mode across 551 cities in India
and 14 cities abroad for over
22.79 lakh candidates.

Make sure no glitches
this time: Rahul to govt
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Saturday urged the govern-
ment to ensure there are no
“glitches” and “irregularities”
this time, saying the students
have been “through enough
stress and cannot afford to go
through itagain”.

Gandhi posted a video on X in
which he wished everyone tak-
ing the re-NEET exam on Sun-
day. “Thope you have a wonder-
ful, excellent exam and you all
doreally, really well. Remember,
we are with you, we want to look
after you, protect you and make
sure that you have a brilliant
future. Love all of you,” the
Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha said.

“To the Prime Minister (Nar-
endra Modi) and to the govern-
ment, I would like to say, please,
please, please, ensure that there
are no glitches this time. The
students have been through
enough stress and they and they
really cannot afford to go
throughitagain,” Gandhi said.

In his post accompanying the
video, Gandhi extended best
wishes to all the students
appearing for the re-NEET exam.

“Take the exam with full con-
fidence. Come what may, I am

always with you and will con-
tinue to protect you. It is
expected that the government
will ensure the NEET exam is
conducted without any irregu-
larities this time,” he said.

Students have already
endured a great deal of
stress™no student’s hopes
should be shattered now, Gan-
dhi said.

A nationwide mock drill was
underway across the country on
Saturday ahead of the NEET-UG
2026 re-examination as part of
the efforts to ensure smooth,
secure and transparent conduct
of the medical entrance test, offi-
cials said.

Security has also been tight-
ened at the National Testing
Agency (NTA) office in the
national capital.

More than 22.79 lakh medical
aspirants will appear for the
re-examination on Sunday,
nearly seven weeks after the
original test was cancelled fol-
lowing allegations of a paper
leak that triggered nationwide
outrage, political sparring and
legal challenges.

The re-examination will be
held from 2 to 5.15 pm across 551
cities in India and 14 cities
abroad. Candidates with disabili-
ties (PwD/PwBD) eligible for
compensatory time will be
allowed to write the examina-
tion till 6.20 pm.

Candidates have been asked
to report to their examination
centres between 1l am and 1.30
pm.”Entry gates will close sharp
at1.30 pm, and no candidate will
be permitted entry thereafter
under any circumstance,” the
agency said.
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Helpline helps police
check drug trafficking
in Kosi region: Official

Aditya Nath Jha
htpatna@hindustantimes.com
SAHARSA: The Kosi division

police comprising three dis-
tricts, Saharsa, aand

DRIVE LAUNCHED
BY THE POLICE HAS
YIELDED GOOD
RESULTS: DIG

Supaul, have arrested 1,223
smugglers between February
and mid June and seized thou-
sands of litres of illegal alcohol
besides other narcotics. The
drive is part of an ongoing
crackdown on drug abuse and
illegal liquor, deputy inspector
general (DIG) of police, Kosi
range Dr Kumar Ashish said.
Declaring it a very good
achievement, DIG said, “The
drive launched by the police
has yicldcd good results,” add-
ing “In this campalgn pohcc

and drug control have been
quite challenging for security
agencies along the Indo-Nepal
border districts. “Ensuring
robust border security and
eliminating the nexus of smug-
gling and narcotics is our top
priority,” DIG said adding “We
hold regular meetings with
Sashatra Seema Bal (SSB) and
work in close coordination to
achieve tangible results on the
ground.”

Besides, he stressed the need
for ing a consistent

have got over

port from the common pcnple
who have provided invaluable
inputs about drug peddlers.”

He said, “People in large
numbers have come forward to
help police through the help-
line number (9060384865) in
the ‘Nasha Mukt Kosi' cam-
paign.”

“The identity of the inform-
ers is kept confidential,” DIG
said adding “Whatever infor-
mation we get through this
helpline number, we take
prompt action.” Expressing
happiness, he said people’s
inputs and intelligence of
police have worked wonders in
the campaign.

Between February and June
(13) about 39.40 quintals ganja
(marijuana), 37.34 kg smack
(heroin), 1,805 litres banned
cough syrup, 3,256 ML intoxi-
cant injections, over 120 intoxi-

awareness campaign especially
among youths and children
against drug smuggling and
drug abuse in rural as well as
urban areas especially in
schools.

The police believe that track-
ing such cases will help them
study the operating patterns of
drug peddlers and identify
areas where narcotics are
being supplied or distributed.

“The majority of the cases
involve marijuana and smack
(heroin) consumption while a
large number of people still
consume alcohol,” a police offi-
cer told HT.

Social activist Amit Anand
expressed deep concern over
children fast falling in the grip
of drugs. “We all must stand
and fight against the drug
menace to protect our future
generation,” he said, declaring

International Yoga Day today

NCC cadets perform Yoga on the eve of International Yoga Day at the NCC headquarters in
Rajendra Nagar, Patna, on Saturday.

SANTOSH KUMAR/HT

Promote plastic-free practices
in hospitals and clinics: IMA

HT Correspondent

cerns arising from the use of

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: The Bihar state branch
of the Indian Medical Associa-
tion (IMA) has directed its local
units across the state to pro-
mote plastic-free practices in
hospitals, clinics, nursing
homes, pharmacies and medical
stores, citing growing environ-
mental and public health con-

plastic bags.

Ina circular issued on Satur-
day, IMA Bihar said medicines
and healthcare-related items
are frequently dispensed in sin-
gle-use plastic bags, contribut-
ing significantly to environmen-
tal pollution and increasing
pressure on waste management
systems. The association also
warned that plastic waste and

microplastics pose risks to eco-
systems and human health.
The IMA headquarters has
urged all state branches to take
proactive measures to reduce
plastic use in healthcare set-
tings. Accordingly, IMA Bihar
has asked its local branches to
encourage healthcare institu-
tions to gradually eliminate sin-
gle-use plastic bags and adopt
eco-friendly alternatives.

FOUR ARMS
SMUGGLERS HELD
IN AURANGABAD

Prasun K Mishra
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

AURANGABAD : The Special Task
Force (STF) and Aurangabad
police busted an inter-district
arms smuggling racket and
arrested four alleged members
during raids in the Goh police
station area of the district. Eight
firearms and a large quantity of
ammunition were also recov-
ered, a senior STF official said
on Saturday.

Acting on a tip-off about a
gang involved in firearms smug-
gling across Aurangabad, Roh-
tas, Kaimur and Bhojpur dis-
tricts, two teams of the Bihar
STF's Special Operations Group
(SOG), along with the District
Intelligence Unit and Goh
police, conducted a raid near
the Damodarpur turning on the
Goh-Rafiganj road on Friday
evening.

During the operation, four
persons were arrested while
allegedly attempting to sell
threeloaded pistols, seven mag-
azines and 60 rounds of ammu-
nition. Police also seized three
motorcycles. Based on informa-
tion obtained during interroga-
tion, another raid was carried
out at Pranpur village under
Goh police station, leading to
the recovery of two illegal coun-
try-made carbines (tharnets),
three country-made pistols, 55
rounds of .315-calibre ammuni-
tion and 44 rounds of 7.62-cali-
bre ammunition.
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SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
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Enhance Home Décor
with

Beautiful BLDC Fans

Meridian M55 - 32 W, 1400 MM, Reverse Mode,
Available in: White, Black and Teak, ABS Blades

Meridian M53 -~ 32 W, 1400 MM, Reverse Mode,
Available in: White, Black and Teak, ABS Blades
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cant pills besides 43,972 litres  DIG's initiative a noble step E—Auchon Sale Notice for Sale of underthe and of Flpqnaa\kssets apd Enfarcemenl of Security Interest Act, 2002\r’e:im:
illegal alcohol have been seized  exhorting the people to work in reditor, ized Officer
and 1,223 drug traffickers were  tandem with police in the cam- ofthe Bank/ Secured Creditor, willbe sold on *As i isy where is", "Asis whatis", and “Whatever there s for recovery of its dues due
arrested. paign to make Kosi ‘drug free to the Bank/ Secured Creditor (s). i gai
Anti smuggling measures  region.’ the respeciive propertis. 'SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS
Date of E-Auction: 07.07.2026 (Last date of deposit of EMD: 07.07.2026 up to 11.00 AM)
Name of the Branch o A) Dt. Of Demand Notice | 5) peserve Price | Date/Time | Details
7! JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY Doscipton of the immovale | us 132 of SREAES AT | i a | orne
Properties Mortgaged/ Owner’s [ 2002 E-Auction | encumb
—L| HJ_ Indira Circle, Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur-302 Name (mortgagers of property (ies) | B) tas | BLEMD rances
Name & A/c No of the on date of 13(2) notice C)Bid Increase known
No.: JDA/EE & TA to Dir. Engg.-1/2026-27/D-  Date : 19.06.2026 Account €) Possession Date ufs | Amount tothe
Name & addresses of the 13(4) of SARFESI ACT 2002 secured
NnTItE INVITINE Bln Borrower/Guarantors D)Nature of Possession creditors
Aecou: Symbolic/Physical/
c
NIB No. : EE & TA to Dir. Engg..|/12/2026.27 PNB- Majhaulia Residential Land at Mauza- Sugauli, | A) 30.07.2024 A) Rs,11,11000%- | 07.07.2026 | OA/998/
. e - 7 . Vighiiheris Viraysk: Tola - Bangra, Thana & Anchal- | g) gs.1,99,17,090.20/- B) Rs. 112000~ | From11.00 | 2022
Bids are invited from interested bidders for following works :- Enterprises Sugauli, Distt- East Champaran,Tauzi | + further interest & charges | C) Rs. 50000~ | AMto4.00 | PEpar®
o e r\: -951, Ps no -38, Khata no -157, | until payment in full PM il
ost of : Khsesra no -3922, Sale Deed no-4472
S. Name of Enterprises, Prop- Manish 03, i T
No. UBN No. Work Work Last Date, Rumars/o Nathriksahat dated 3(? 03.2005, Total Area-31.40 | C) 14.10.2024
.| (Lacs) I Ward no 19, bangra, Sugaul, | 9SSl ie & katha 15 dhur butas| L
East Champaran, 845456 per actual site - 25.40 decimal,
Building Smt. Radhika Devi W/o- Bounded by: N- Ram Gopal
Nathuni Sah, Vill- Sugauli, Tola | Khandelwal, S- Sagir Miyan, E- Part
1] JDA2627WLOB0O135 | 1003.00 Work 07.07.2026 - Bangra, PS & Anchal- of Plot A/P NH 28A Road, W- Nagina
Sugaull, East Ch singh, t.Radhika Devi
845456 W/o- Nathuni Sah
2 | JDA2627WLOB00158 | 853.31 | Road Work | 10.07.2026
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Securty Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following

further conditions:

Other particulars of the respective bid may be visited on 1

ISBASIS"and ISBASIS” and THERE IS BASIS”

Officer,

Procurement Portal website www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, &

Officer

any

www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and www.jda.rajasthan.gov.in

confirmed by the Secured Creditor.

comon 07.07.2026 @ 11.00AM to4.00 PM and to be

ZONAL OFFICE, JAMSHEDPUR ZONE
GENERAL OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT

2nd Floor, Bank of India Building

e BOI A
Bank of India Main Road, Bistupur, Jamshedpur-831001

REQUIREMENT OF PREMISES FOR THE NEWLY PROPOSED
BRANCH AT BARIDIH (DIST.-EAST SINGHBHUM)

Bank of India invites sealed bids for offering premises for the
proposed new branch at Baridih (Dist. East Singhbhum,
d parties are ri to submit their

offers in a sealed envelope. For detailed terms and
conditions, please visit the tender section of our corporate
website at ://www.bankofindia.bank.in/tender. Last
Date for Submission : 29.06.2026. Contact Information :
(Zonal Office, Jamshedpur 0657-2420087). Bank of India
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all offers without
assigningany reasons. Sd./-Zonal Manager |
Zone

Bank of

" . 4. Fo 'the sale, Ranjeet Kumar
Executive Engineer & Authorized Officer
4 & Date: 17.06.2026 Punjab National ‘Eank
Fapsaiaa G500 TA to Dir. Engg-| Place: Mol STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9(1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002 (Seoired Credhor)

® IDBI ANk RS

lyan Kutir,
CIN-L65190MH2004GOI148838 | OPP- St- Mary’s Church, Bistupur, Jamshedpur - 831001

POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY) UNDER RULE - 8 (1)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of IDBI BANK LIMITED under and
Financial Assets and Enfnlcement of Security Interest Act 2002 (54 af 2002) and in ex!r:lse of puwer canferred under section

1301

17, 79.'""

The
borrower/s having falled to repay the amount, notic s hereby given o the borrower/s and the publicin general that the
has taken p on him under Sub-
Section (4) of section 13 of act read with 2002 on

year 2026. The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the properties and any|

b :
section 13 oftheAct, i i

1. NameofBorrower/s

: M/s Singh Hardware, Prop. ShriBirbhadraSingh
2. ClaimAmountasperDemandNotice

Rs. 18,89,697.94/- (Rupees Eighteen Lacs Eighty Nine Thousand Six

and interestthereonfrom 18.06.2026
2025

Star E5-DUO - 30 W, 1320 MM,

in: White and Espresso, Aluminium Blades

Brise Star E3-DUO - 29 W, 1200 MM,
Available in: White and Espresso, Aluminium Blades

Remote

Work with:

% Regulator

3 132)
4. DateofPossessionNoticeu/s13(4) 19thjune, 2026
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{ THE BIG PICTURE }

Price of
in the

India’s strategic partners
started a war that worsened
its regional security
environment, torpedoed its
economy, cost Indian lives,
empowered Pakistan, and
cemented China’s big power
status. And New Delhi didn’t
—or couldn’t — shape the
war’s outcome

‘ t's signed ... this was not easy,” US

President Donald Trump said after
signing a 14-point “memorandum
of understanding” to end America
and Israel's war against Iran.
Primarily mediated by Pakistan
along with Qatar, the crux of this agreement
is that Iran will not build or procure nuclear
weapons in return for status quo ante at
the Strait of Hormuz, Tehran will get “at
least $300 billion” for its “reconstruction
and development”, the US will lift “all types
of sanctions”, and Israel will halt military
operations in Lebanon.

The final deal is yet to be signed, and the
agreement’s endurance is questionable. But
there is no mistaking that Iran has won the
war and the US, along with Israel and its
Gulf partners, has lost it.

The termination of military operations is
good for India’s economic and strategic sta-
bility. But it raises a question: Was New
Delhi’s partiality towards the losing side
worth it? This question is not about the false
worship of concepts like strategic auton-

misalignment
est Asia conflict

omy, nor about singularly burdening India
with the weight of international norms that
other States are unwilling to uphold even
though common sense dictates they should.
It is neither a debate about India’s ability,
desirability, or suitability to mediate. There
is adeeper issue: India’s strategic partners
started a war that worsened its regional
security environment, torpedoed its
economy, cost Indian lives, empowered
Pakistan, and cemented China’s big power
status. And New Delhi didn’t — or couldn’t
— shape the war's outcome. There are five
lessons for India here.

The first is simple: India must not base its
foreign-policy decisions on optical
illusions. There is no doubting the
earnestness with which India
invested in the UAE, its attempts
to improve ties with Saudi Arabia,
its participation in the I2U2 (India,
Israel, UAE, US) grouping, or its
ambition to build maritime con-
nectivity to Europe via West Asia.
These moves occurred in tandem
with a downtick in ties with an
insular, hardline, and ungiving Iran. But
these peacetime initiatives collapsed during
the war. The problem is not what India built
with Israel, the US, and the UAE, but what it
lost in the process — Iran.

To lose Iran was neither India’s active
choice nor truly a fait accompli; the US
coerced and co-opted India into doing so
over the years. To be sure, Iran’s nuclear
programme, proxy wars across West Asia,
criticism of India on Kashmir, and dispensa-
bility as an energy supplier made it easy for
New Delhi to look the other way. This war
has undone all that. Iran is now setting the
terms and the price of peace for the USand

Avinash
Paliwal

its allies. Such is the depth of its win that
even American vice-president J D Vance is
now castigating Israel for its reckless, vio-
lent excesses. In just over three months,
Iran wrecked the Saudi-UAE partnership
and the US-Israel alliance. Therein lies the
second lesson: India must not confuse mili-
tary dominance with strategic effects. Israel
is unquestionably the most powerful mili-
tary actor in West Asia today. But it is also
more insecure, isolated, and traumatised
than ever before, and it has failed to contain
Iran beyond its nuclear programme. If any-
thing, this war has laid bare the horrors and
limitations of Israel’s unchecked military
power. India must undertake a dis-
passionate analysis of Tel Aviv’s
shrunken positionality in West
Asia, and what a post-Benjamin
Netanyahu Israel would look like,
however important a security part-
ner it might be for New Delhi.

Much has been said about Prime
Minister (PM) Narendra Modi's ill-
timed visit to Israel days before the
war. That the two countries’ secu-
rity partnership has been lubricated by an
ideological crossover between Zionism and
Hindutva is now a mainstream view.
‘Though valid, this view risks undervaluing
counter-currents such as New Delhi’s fast-
evaporating patience for Israel’s penchant
for war. Even the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) has internally been more
nuanced about how India should have han-
dled this war and its ties with Iran, despite
its affinity for Israel. All this is to say that
India retains the capability to re-establish
its long-held position of a natural balancing
force in West Asia if it so wishes.

The third lesson is: Don’t let emotions

o

The final deal is yet to be signed, and the agreement’s endurance i i
‘won the war and the US, along with Israel and its Gulfpartners, has lost it.

cloud the mind. India’s apprehension about
Pakistan exploiting this war to resurrect its
global image and punch above its weight is
understandable. For the US and Europe,
Pakistan’s double-game during the Afghani-
stan war is no longer a limiting factor in
rebuilding ties with Islamabad. Such sense
of hurt ended with the Joe Biden adminis-
tration. That Islamabad will use its new-
found confidence to reshape global opinion
on Kashmir is obvious. Itis already improv-
ing its defence capabilities in terms of pace,
scale, and quality with China’s support.

But the Pakistani establishment’s current
thinking suggests that as it fights fires else-
where, it is not keen to spend this hard-
earned diplomatic and military capital, and
even a modicum of economic stability, on
hostilities with India.

This brings us to the fourth lesson: This
war dislocated the structure of India’s equi-
ties and leverage, from Iran through
Afghanistan to Pakistan. New Delhi’s

engagement with the Taliban in Kabul,
though tactically sound, is of limited strate-
gic value thanks to Pakistan’s campaign of
airstrikes and drone attacks that occurred
in parallel to the US-Israel-Iran war.

India’s initial failure to condole the death
of former Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei cost it much. Led by Khamenei’s
son, Mojtaba, Tehran is unlikely to forget
this insult; just as it will not forget the debt
of gratitude it owes to Pakistan for mediat-
ing its win. With Pakistan itself, stonewall-
ing a diplomatic dialogue worked for a
while for India, but such stonewalling is
now way past its due date and will bring
diminishing returns for India moving for-
ward.

Then, has siding with the US and Israel in
West Asia been worth it? In fairness, India
cannot suddenly tilt towards the Iran-Rus-
sia-China axis. But it has ended up paying a
steep price for siding tacitly with the losers.
That's the fifth lesson. India boxed itself into

But there is

thatIranhas

AP

false binaries, even though alternative path-
ways were available. For instance, if the PM
could not have avoided the Israel visit, he
could have tried using his leverage to
restrain a friend. And India could have criti-
cised the Iranian regime’s mass killing of
civilians in January, while urging external
powers not to escalate their interference.
‘With the US, it could have taken a firmer
stand when IRIS Dena, the Iranian warship,
was torpedoed by the US off Sri Lanka in
February. With Pakistan, it could have
opted for silence over using uncharitable
terms for a country whose actions served
India’s interests. If India wants to be
respected as a big power and credibly pro-
tect its interests, it will need to step up to the
responsibilities that come with it.

Avinash Paliwal teaches at SOAS University of
London and is a non-resident scholar in the
Carnegie South Asia Program, Washington

D.C. The views expressed are personal

{ SUNDAY SENTIMENTS }

Karan Thapar
q

To drink (;r

J

not, is the

question of choice

won'tdeny I enjoya little tipple. In fact,
of an evening, I often look forward to it.
In Cambridge, Saturdays were occa-
sions to drink. Many of my friends
would want to get smashed. But 'm now too
old for such youthful frolic. A measured,
controlled drink suits me perfectly.

You can, therefore, guess that 'm not a
supporter of the teetotalism forcibly
imposed on Gujarat and Bihar. And if you
tell me that many of the denizens of these
states are also opposed to it,  wouldn’t be
surprised. People, I believe, should be free to
do what they want within the limits of the
law. Drinking is not a crime. Butnor should
itbe compulsory. That's the point, believe it
or not, Iwant to make today.

The good people of Ladakh want less
opportunities to drink and less availability
ofalcohol. Not more. It's not what I would
have expected, butit’s the truth.

The Lieutenant Governor’s administra-
tion decided in May to announce a new
excise policy increasing retail outlets selling
alcohol from two to 20. In the process, the
sale of alcohol would be extended to remote
parts of the Union Territory such as Nubra,
Changthang, Sham, and Zanskar. This has
upset the local population.

“Our stand is clear”, the Ladakh Buddhist
Association said in a statement. “We do not

want it restricted? When they want to be
teetotallers? What then?

Iwould say they have as much of aright
to have their way as drinkers have to law-
fully quaff. But it does pose a peculiar prob-
lem for the Union Territory’s administra-
tion. They are not being asked to increase
opportunities to buy alcohol but to limitand
restrict them. If I understand correctly, nei-
ther the Ladakh Buddhist Association nor
the Kargil Democratic Alliance want a com-
plete ban. That's not what they are calling
for. They just don’t want the excise policy
expanded and liberalised. I presume they
are happy with the situation that prevails
today.

Now, you and I may find their position
rather odd and peculiar. But thereit is. And
the question arises: Don't they have a right
to be heard and adhered to? If people don't
want more booze shops, why should these
be forced upon them? Just as some have a
right to drink and buy it easily, others have
a right to make it difficult for themselves

support D of 20 new wine sh
or the unrestricted sale of alcohol in hotels,
guest houses and homestays.” The Kargil
Democratic Alliance, a sister body, echoed
this sentiment. “If liquor is banned in Bihar
and Gujarat, why introduce it in Ladakh?”
This posed a perplexing dilemma for me.
Ibelieve alcohol should not be banned. In
fact, it should be freely available for all
adults who wish to imbibe. But what hap-
pens when they don’t? When they actually

and less e. After all, the only people
affected are the people of Kargil and Ladakh.

In writing this, I'm presuming that the
LBA and the KDA as well as Ladakh’s MP,
Haji Hanifa, actually represent the majority
opinion of the Union Territory. The
accounts I have seen in newspapers, head-
lined ‘Civil society groups up in arms over
new Ladakh liquor policy’, suggest they are
speaking for the vast majority. If that is the
case, I guess the Union territory has a right

I'MNOT A SUPPORTER OF
THE TEETOTALISM
FORCIBLY IMPOSED ON
GUJARAT AND BIHAR.
AND IF YOU TELL ME
THAT MANY OF THE
DENIZENS OF THESE
STATES ARE ALSO
OPPOSED TOIT, 1
WOULDN'T BE
SURPRISED

to ensure that alcohol remains difficult to
access and only available in certain parts.

You could say it’s a strange world. But in
ademocracy the majority have a right to get
their way as long as their wishes are lawful
and don’t cause injury or disadvantage to
others. In this instance they do, of course,
makeit difficult for those who want to drink.
ButIguess that has to be accepted. At least,
Kargil and Ladakh are not asking fora com-
plete ban on alcohol.

Meanwhile, I look forward to a drink
tonight. Also, 'm in absolutely no hurry to
visit Kargil and Ladakh. I'll patiently wait till
the liquor policy is liberalised!

Karan Thapar is the author of Devil's
Advocate: The Untold Story.
The views expressed are personal

Street food

as theatre

stages its own reality

s the sun goes down, behind the

tall glass buildings of Noida, the

white-collared workforce swipes

out and spills onto the streets.
Most of them are still less costly than a
tokenised Al subscription, so they can
choose to walk out early — at 5:30 pm
sharp — dangling their lunchboxes, wait-
ing to be plucked by a shared auto-rick-
shaw and be deposited to the nearest
metro station.

And under these metro-stops in North
India, a street-food festival is
hosted every evening. The
cuisine is, of course, dominated
by the states which historically
failed to provide jobs to their
youth. The hawkers just cater
to the dominant demand. The
moment they hear a Metro
arriving overhead, the
hawkers start working their
kerosene stoves.

Commercial LPG has been “Hor-
muzed”; hence, as it gets darker, the hiss
of the blue flames become the back-
ground music of such festivals.

Street food is not just food, it’s theatre.
Each hawker is an artist, a choreographer,
who has developed the muscle memory to
pick up all the ingredients sequentially
and mix them in the right proportion, in
the shortest possible time. It’s a dance.
Just check how the bhel puri wala tosses
chutneys in his tumbler, creates a mini
tornado, then he deposits the greasy bhel
on your quarter plate.

But there is no better show than what
happens at the Chinese stall. The making

Abhishek
Asthana

of the legendary Indian chowmein. Based
on the empirical evidence collected by
this author, the chow tastes the best when
you are actually present, standing within
a three-foot radius of the hawker, watch-
ing the violence first-hand.

Imagine you are hungry. Whatever you
had for lunch felt like a product of social-
ism aimed at removing some sort of socie-
tal inequality. Once you walk out in the
evening, you see a Chinese stall. You are
suspicious of the quality, but then you
spot a cluster of decent-looking
people, perhaps young profes-
sionals wearing full-sleeved shirts
with IT company lanyards around
their necks. They are polishing off
their plates with a focus usually
reserved for quarterly reviews.

You approach the wiry-looking
guy behind the counter. You place
an order for a “half plate.” He
barely registers your request, as
he is busy murdering a mountain of
noodles with hellfire. His forehead glis-
tens with sweat in the flickering, harsh
light of a petromax lamp. He never takes
his eyes off his wok.

You patiently wait as the fumes of soy
sauce, vinegar, and unidentified “secret™
spices waft from the desi iron wok and
enter your nostrils. Suddenly, the guy
throws a handful of chopped veggies into
his massive wok — a kadhaai that has
likely seen more action than most battle-
fields. The vegetables sizzle as they touch
the hot surface.

Then he picks up a bottle, inverts it,
and slaps the base to add generous spurts

Street food is not just food, it’s theatre. Each hawker is an artist,
achoreographer.

of a questionable, neon-red chilli sauce
into the kadhaai. Then, comes the vio-
lence. He tosses it all together. Endlessly.
You get hungrier with every flick of his
wrist. Each time you think, “Surely, it's
done,” he finds another reason to toss it
further. It's less of cooking and more of a
ticketed performance where you happen
to geta complimentary plate of “vej chow-
min”. Nothing elevates the taste of Indian
street food more than a typo on the menu.

Everyone around the stall watches
their “half/full plates” getting made.
Nobody is checking their phone. In a
country obsessed with construction, this
is arguably the second-most watchable
thing on the streets after “JCB digging.”

You spot a couple waiting, company
lanyards around their necks, smiling
throughout. “Bhaiya, hum dono ko thoda
kam spicy,” says the girl; the chowmein
guy acknowledges nothing, just like the
last time. A budding office romance, bap-
tised by chowmein fire.

Finally, it's done. Half plates emerge
from a tub, being manned by a teenage
aide who likely arrived from the same vil-
lage as the master cheflast week. Then,
magically, the chowmein-wallah distrib-

SHUTTERSTOCK

utes the kadhaai-full of noodles equally
into all the waiting plates with a precision
that would baffle a card-carrying Commu-
nist. Then someone throws a garnish of
freshly-cut raw onion and your order is
served with a thin plastic fork planted
firmly in the centre. Those onions, against
this spice bomb below, taste like sweet
apples. It is a transformation of the mun-
dane into the extraordinary.

In a world that is increasingly
becoming sanitised — delivered at your
door in cardboard boxes through apps —
the street food stall remains a bastion of
reality. Street food dies after travelling
50 meters from its origin, what gets
delivered home is just the corpse. Street
food must be had on the street. It's the
one place where the CEO and the delivery
boy stand on the same uneven pavement,
breathing in the same spice-laden
air, waiting for a wiry man, the
master percussionist, to finish his master-
piece. The typo in the menu is not a bug,
it’s a feature.

Abhishek Asthana is a tech and media
entrepreneur, and tweets as @gabbbarsingh.
The views expressed are personal

{ ANOTHER DAY }
Namita Bhandare

Nation builders? No, just
unpaid women workers

orry, your lordships. Women who

labour at home to wash, clean,

cook, bring up children, take

parents to the doctor, go to the
market, and do the countless other tasks
of physical and emotional labour that
keep their families happy — are not
“nation-builders”.

Call them homemakers. Call them
unpaid domestic workers. Call them the
scaffolding on which Busy Important men
build their Busy Important carcers. But,
it's time to strip away the notion that the
business of running a home is some sub-
lime task suitable only for one gender.

The Supreme Court was dealing with
an old question of how to financially com-
pensate for a life lost in an accident. Com-
pensation for men can be computed on
their income. But what is the value of a
woman who makes no monetary contri-
bution to a family but nonetheless pro-
vides it with free labour?

Apart from the irony that the worth of
awoman’s life should arise only after her
death, there is the old patriarchal trick of
whitewashing work nobody really wants
to do with a coat of saintliness. So, cook-
ing is not only a woman’s job, it acquires
an added touch of nobility when only a
woman does it —maa ke haath ka khaana
(the food cooked by a mother’s hand).

‘When the Supreme Court observes that
a “homemaker would now acquire the
acronym of ‘nation builder’,” it’s on us to
reject the idea for what it is — one
designed to keep us confined to the house,
where we spend an average of 299 min-
utes a day to the 97 put in by men, accord-
ing to the 2024 Time Use Survey.

Nation-building notwithstanding, the
observations are a continuation of case
law that has since 2010 recognised the
economic value of women’s unpaid work.
In previous cases, says Prabha Kotiswa-
ran, professor of law and social justice at

King's College, London, the court tended
toaward the bare minimum. Now, for the
first time it has seta minimum of 230,000
a month as the notional value of house-
work. Compensation for accidents will
then begin at that valuation.

This generosity, alas, does not extend
to family courts where judges have been
known to view a wife’s failure to make tea
and look after a husband’s relatives as
cruelty and, therefore, grounds for
divorce. Judges are also known to lecture
educated women for daring to seek main-
tenance and alimony instead of employ-
ment after a marriage collapses.

But, for now, putting a notional salary
on unpaid housework makes this labour
visible and also valuable.

A 2018 report by the International
Labour Organization (ILO) claimed that
16.4 billion hours are spent globally on
unpaid care work every day.

This, says Kotiswaran, in her upcoming
book Wages for Housework, is the equiva-
lent of two billion people working eight
hours a day with no remuneration. Over
80% of this work is done by women and
girls above the age of six, and signs of
change are slow: Between 1997 and 2012,
the gender gap in time spent on unpaid
care declined by a mere seven minutes. At
this rate, it will take another 210 years to
bridge the gap.

The challenge of getting more women
into paid work is to even out the unpaid
labour they perform at home. And to do
that we need more than platitudes and
pats on our backs. Women are not born
with some inherent skill to do the laun-
dry. But, yes, nation building via cooking
and cleaning and bringing up upright citi-
zens is everybody's job, women as well as
men.

Namita Bhandare writes on gender.
The views expressed are personal
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Medical opinions in
the age of internet
‘This is with reference to “A
worrying trend amidst UP
‘women 's health gains” by
Lalita Panicker (June14).
‘With women using the
internet for information
about maternity, it is

Loyalty to people before power

This is with reference to “TMC split: The morality of
lawmakers is a rarity” by Karan Thapar(June 14). When
politicians seek votes under a party banner and a
leader’s image, they enter into a moral contract with
the electorate. Switching loyalties post-election for
political convenience undermines this moral contract.

Sanjay Chopra

necessary to spread
awareness about the Il
benefits of normal delivery
and the side-effects of C-
section among women for
their reproductive health.

Abhilasha Gupta

If the rebel lawmakers had an inkling that there is
corruption in the party, they should have done their best to
reform the party. Their actions are selfish and unethical.

Jayashree Kundu

‘Write to us at: letters@hindustantimes.com
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Since he was a child, consexyationistIan Douglas has been a fan of

Jim Corbett - his noyels;

islife, his éventual message. His new book

on the hunter-turned-wildlife protector offers fresh insight into

the man, hiskindnes

Gowri S

gowri.s@hindustantimes.com

an Douglas was 10 when he first
encountered Jim Corbett.
The 1948 classic The Man-Eating
Leopard of Rudraprayag “struck me
as slightly scary, but I guess it was a
scary leopard,” he says, chuckling.
Growing up in cold, coastal North-
umberland in England, Corbett’s jun-
gleadventures hardly seemed real. And yet they
were! Thrilled, a young Douglas decided to go
scouting in the woods near his home, in imita-
tion of his hero.

“I'wasn'tgoing to find leopards or tigers, but I
could track deer,” he laughs. “I could trace where
they had been feeding and find their droppings.”

Douglas, now 67, would go on to study envi-
ronmental sciences, and has spent 40 years
working in wetland conservation. “A lot of the
credit goes to Jim,” he says.

By his late-20s, Douglas had begun following
in the author’s actual footsteps too, revisiting
trails on frequent visits to India and Nepal. Those
side quests have now led to an adventure he
hadn’t anticipated. Based on 40 years of
research, Douglas has just published a book
titled Undiscovered Corbett (Merlin Unwin UK),
containing rare photographs of Jim Corbett, and
letters and notes he left behind. Together with
anecdotes and a wealth of biographical detail,
they offer an unusually intimate view of the man
behind the legend.

Yes, the hunter-turned-conservationist was
the driving force behind India’s first national
park (established in 1936 in Uttarakhand; first
called the Hailey and renamed the Jim Corbett
National Park two years after his death, in 1957).

But he was also kind and unselfish, Douglas
says, refusing government rewards, for instance,
because he preferred to feel like he was offering
avaliant service than profiting from a death.

He loved nature. In a letter to a friend, he
wrote: “One sees the most lovely birds and but-
terflies in the jungles when one's not seeing
tiger.” He worried about our impact on eco-
systems. In letters to his sister Margaret
Corbett (or Maggie), he wonders whether
changes to their environment were caus-
ing changes in the apex predators.
What would he have made of where
we are today?
Excerpts from an interview.
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‘Was it hard to find new infor-
-, mation on someone who wrote
. about himself, and has been
written about a fair deal?
Well, T chased down contacts
from names in his books.
There was no magic to it but
1 followed up on the charac-
tersas faras I could. I came
across one man who had a
lot of old hunting journals
from Bihar (where Cor-
bettlived and worked
with the railways
for years). They
were a gold
mine.

He startedout
tracking deerasia
boy, went on to
study environ-
mental sciences.
He hasmade
numerous trips to India and
Nepal, towalkin his idol's
footsteps.“I never stopped
re-reading hisbooks either.
just finished re-reading Man-
Eatersof Kumaon," he says.

lan Douglas; 67

hasspent 40 years

working inwetland

conservation,

inspired by the life

of hunter-turned-
wildlife campaigner Jim Corbett.
His book, Undiscovered Corbett,
contains rare photographs,
lettersand anecdotes that offer
an unusually intimate view of
the man behind the legend.

Douglas was 10

when he first read

aCorbett book:

Growing upin

cold, coastal

Northumberland
inEngland, the man’s jungle
adventuresin India hardly
seemed real, he says.
Nonetheless, he went
scoutingin the woods near
his home, like his hero.

READ an
excerptfrom
Undiscovered
Corbett

A

his worries about our impact on ecosystems

W

We've had birds move back
into wetland sites, perching
on the diggers that were
still working there. The
wildlife will come. We need
to develop the will to let it.

Jim’s UK publishers, Oxford University Press,
have quite a Corbett archive. His sister Maggie's
letters proved invaluable too.

There were dead ends as well. One family, for
instance, destroyed some really interesting expe-
dition records thinking nobody would be inter-
ested in them anymore. They were froma little-
known trip Corbett took to Kashmir. Then at
some pointa source asked: “What will become of
all this research?” That was the moment it first
occurred to me that I should write a book.

To be worried about the ecology back
then was quite unusual, wasn’t it?

From his early writings to Maggie, it seems
like he was aware of the impact people were hav-
ing on wildlife from before World War 1. Bornin
1875, he was shooting for food before the turn of
the 19th century, and by the end of the19th cen-
tury he came to an understanding that the lives
of God’s creatures were not to be taken lightly.

He moved away from shooting man-eaters to
photographing wildlife. We can now read books
about conservation and pay attention to the dis-
course on the internet, but Corbett had to find
out alot of that for himself.

What do you think we, living in the
Anthrop or the Capi
draw from the duality of his life?

That'’s the dilemma, isn’tit? He was a skilled
hunter, yet he became a protector of wildlife.
Rather than resolve that tension perhaps his life
forces us to face up to it.

I think we’re pushed today into almost this
binary view of growth or environment, wildlife
or people, technology or nature... Corbett's life
suggests that taking responsibility means admit-
ting that the reality is messier than that. It may
involve the holding of two opposing truths.

can

How does one move forward, holding
two opposing truths like that?

Isuppose top of the list would be a renewed
relationship between people and wildlife.

I think our increasingly urban society has
become quite detached, in a sense, from that
nature, which actually sustains it. We need
greater support for local communities living
alongside wildlife. We need to build the will to
move in the right direction, with longer-term
goals in place of our short-term ones.

Do you think we can realistically turn
this around?

‘We can be optimistic. Species have recovered
from the brink of extinction. Forests have regen-
erated. Rivers have been restored. Communities
can transform landscapes within a generation.

The results of some of the work that Tand oth-
ers like me have done has shown extremely
quick results. We've had birds move back into
wetland sites, perching on the diggers that

were still working there, The wildlife will

{'{4 come. We need to develop the will to letit.
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Can youimagine...
What happens when algorithms
decide what we notice —and
create much of what we see?

Kashyap Kompella writes on A new Netflix
creativity in the age of Al documentary traces
2 the pain behind the

perfection of tennis
legend Rafael Nadal

Wicked little letters

An ongoing exhibition
brings together typos and
corrections that read like
poetry, signal rebellion and
even, in one case, turned a
holy commandment into a
scandalous exhortation:

Thou shalt commit adultery?
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Name two classical European paintings. Was at least one the Mona Lisa or Girl with the Pearl Earring? That is the
power of recommendation. So what happens when algorithms decide what we notice —and create much of what we
see? The danger is not that AT output will be bad, but that it will be passable. And we will forget what it once felt like to
dream big, draft and redraft, step into another person’s mind. Kashyap Kompella writes on what it will take to fight back

Kashyap Kompella

kashyap.kompella@gmail.com

here isa painting at the
Louvre that few visitors
notice.

The Wedding Feast
at Cana by Paolo Vero-
nese is the largest can-
vas in the museum,
nearly 22 ft tall and 33

ft wide. In it, 132 figures crowd a scene of
such joy that it feels like an artistic miracle.

In theory, it is unignorable, hung floor
to ceiling in the museum’s most-visited
gallery.

In practice, most visitors simply rush
past it, because a few metres away, in the
same room, hangs the Mona Lisa.

This is not about which painting is better.
It's about the power of recommendation.

Reading about Al reminds me, time and
again, of that room at the Louvre, and The
‘Wedding Feast at Cana, a masterpiece, ren-
dered invisible in plain sight.

Artificial intelligence is set to crowd
every room we care about, to a greater
degree than we can estimate. Cana vs Mona
Lisa feels, to me, like a preview of what Al
will bring about in the fields of writing,
music, film, advertising... and every other
creative endeavour.

‘What might this world look like?

here is a1975 film called The Irony of

Fate, broadcast on Russian TV every
New Year’s holiday, whose humour is
rooted in the dreary uniformity of state-
mandated urban architecture.

In the Soviet Union, apartment blocks
were so standardised, street names so inter-
changeable, that a man, drunk and con-
fused, could board the wrong plane in Mos-
cow, arrive in Leningrad, hail a taxi to what
he thought was his address, use his key, find
that it worked, and even fall asleep in some-
one else’s home, without noticing, because
even the furniture was the same.

In the creative world, thanks to Al the
Irony of Fate problem has arrived.

On the music-streaming platform
Deezer, about 44% of all daily uploads are
Al-generated tracks.

A blind test found that 97% of surveyed
listeners could not reliably distinguish them
from human-made recordings.

In film, Dreams of Violets, an Al-gener-
ated docudrama set in Iranand screened at
this year’s Tribeca Festival, turned out to
have been produced for $2,000, without
actors, sets or crew. Last year, the auction
house Christie’s hosted an Augmented
Intelligence auction dedicated to Al art.

In the world of online marketing, major
brands have announced that they are using
Al toshrink content production cycles from
several days toa few hours.

WHAT WE STAND TO LOSE
ISTHEKIND OF ART MF
HUSAIN CREATED WHEN

HE ARRIVED FOR A TALK AT
MY ALMA MATER, INDIAN
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS, YEARS
AGO, AND DECIDED NOT

TO SPEAK BUT TO PAINT

Call it average-garde. Not avant-garde,
the experimental, difficult and strange that
worked to reorganise one’s thinking after at
first baffling the viewer.

Average-garde is technically fluent, aes-
thetic — and culturally indistinguish-
able. The technology that promised to dem-
ocratise creativity may instead be McDonal-
dising it.

here is growing evidence of this flatten-
<. ing McCulture effect.

Researchers at University College Lon-
don and University of Exeter, in a study
published in 2024, found that when writers
use Al assistance, individual stories
improved —were rated more creative, bet-
ter-written and more enjoyable — for those
‘who were less skilled to begin with.

Meanwhile, the stories became more
similar.

A meta-study by University of Munich
researchers found that, among writers,
human-Al collaboration improves individ-
ual performance but produces a large nega-
tive effect on collective idea diversity.

Goneare the chaotic range of ideas, raw
emotion, and strange but interesting turns
of phrase. All output begins to chime in the
same note, bear the same texture, and the
same flat but polished confidence.

In an added blow to creative range,
researchers have found that Al writing sug-
gestions pushed non-Western participants
prose toward a generic, Westernised norm,
and flattened cultural nuance. A study of
music-generation datasets found that these
Al 'models had been trained, overwhelm-
ingly, on music from the global North.

In other words, the machine produces a
specific, historically dominant kind of
sameness. An average, with an accent that
is notyours.

ravel writer Pico Iyer, in his 2001 book
Global Soul, observed that all air-
ports have become one airport, endlessly
reproduced: the same duty-free perfume
counter, the same business lounge, the
same news screens.
Going somewhere new had acquired the
uncanny texture of going nowhere in partic-

ular. Again, I am reminded of artificial intel-
ligence algorithms, and their articles, songs
and images.

The degradation is not of the obvious
kind. This is nota world of spam, misfiring
bots or garbled translation. The problem is.
of a competent adequacy that accretes,
without adding up to anything.

Most people already feel this, though we
don’t have a name for this verbose empti-
ness yet (“nulloquence”, anyone?).

There is something in the cadence of Al
writing, the slightly formal warmth, the
rhetorical questions, the conclusion that
wraps too neatly around a thesis
announced too early, that triggers recogni-
tion. Ironically, content platforms run by
the same tech giants investing heavily in Al
recognise this too. Meta and Google algo-
rithms actively down-rank Al-generated
content in recommendations.

We buy their product, but they don’t
want it back.

he comparison with earlier disruptions
deserves fair hearing.

Photography, it was said, would kill
painting. The printing press would destroy
the authority of the written word.

Each time, the old form reinvented rather
than died.

Photography liberated painting from the
duty of likeness and drove it toward Impres-
sionism, abstraction, Cubism; forms that
could only exist after a machine took on the
task of generating likeness.

Should we worry less? Idon't believe we
should.

The camera made images cheaper. It did
not train itself on a wealth of existing
images and begin to churn out art of all
kinds. The printing press reproduced text; it
did not absorb texts already written and
emit new ones within seconds.

Previous technologies replaced one func-
tion of creativity.

Al feeds on entire art forms — novels,
scripts, music scores, films, images — to
encourage us to ask rather than create.

hat we stand to lose in all this is
human specificity: the particular dis-

sonance, perspective, distortion, fear, mis-
understanding or obsession that feeds each
artist'sart.

‘What we stand to lose is the kind of art
MF Husain created when he arrived for a
talk at my alma mater Indian School of
Business, years ago, and decided not to
speak but to paint.

No brushes were available; no one had
planned for this. So, he dipped his fingers in
acrylic pigments and painted on a flip chart.
The work still hangs near the entrance of
the Hyderabad institute.

‘What it records is irreducible: a particu-
lar afternoon, an artist yielding to impulse
and adapting to constraint, a mind so unu-
sually talented, and a talent so shaped by
decades of practice, that it could fold the
absence of its tools into the art itself.

Sure, we can have slickness and fluency
with AL But I believe it will erode, minimise
or at best marginalise novelty and genius. It
has no use for them.

1is useful across many domains. This

““.deserves to be said plainly, without the
hedging that usually follows.

‘Take language alone. For user manuals,
rapid research synthesis, accessibility tools,
medical translation, and the thousands of
other forms of functional writing that the
world needs in vast quantities, it is extraor-
dinary. Itis efficient, clear and consistent.
These arereal virtues.

But creativity with lasting resonance has
historically been what we make when we
take efficiency out of the equation.

The sweetest songs are about the saddest
thoughts. The most remarkable novels are
by people who had to live decades to assimi-
late what they were seeing and feeling.

‘What threatens creativity most is not AT
output that is obviously bad, but Al output
that is fine enough to pass, to fill the space.

Fine enough that The Wedding Feast at
Cana sits in the same room, magnificent
and ignored, while crowds cluster around
the thing the algorithm “created”, and then
pre-decided they should see.

(Kashyap Kompella is a tech industry
analystand author of three books on Al)
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very day, in newspaper offices
around the world, editors sit down
to an improbable task.

The day has yielded thousands of
news events: births, deaths, political slug-
fests, tales from conflict and war, scientific
findings, boardroom decisions, small acts of
bravery, large betrayals, tales of bureau-
cratic action and inertia.

The editor’s job is to reduce this to per-
haps 100 stories that will appear across the
daily newspaper.

One question drives it all: what, of all that
has happened, most deserves to be on
these pages?

That question has always belonged to edi-
tors. Now it belongs to everyone: the musi-
cian choosing between 50 Al-generated
chord progressions, the brand team decid-
ing which of a dozen copy variants goes live,
the filmmaker selecting from multiple
Al-generated scene treatments, the
researcher determining which of the
machine’s myriad hypotheses is worth fol-
lowing up.

Every creative and cognitive role, in every
field, now involves this upstream act. Not of
creating from scratch, but of choosing from
tsunamis of abundance.

T he Argentinian writer Jorge Luis Bor-
ges firstimagined this in 1941.

He wrote of a Library of Babel, an infinite
trove containing every possible book: every
permutation of every letter in every
sequence, producing every text that could
ever exist, and every text that never could.

The catch is ruinous. Every answer is
present, butno answer can be found. Every
truth exists within the library, but no truth
is locatable.

The librarians spend their lives wander-
ing, descending into madness. Some begin
to believe in the existence of a single book
that holds the key. Others attempt to com-
pile the catalogue of all catalogues; find the
perfect arrangement. None of it works.

Infinite i the idea

{ YES, NO, MAYBE? } TAKING THE CONTROLS
We are all now editors,
curators, critics

IN THE AI AGE, IDEAS WILL

BE ABUNDANT. THE DECISIVE
HUMAN CONTRIBUTION WILL

BE THE "NO, NOT GOOD ENOUGH;
THE EVALUATION, AND ABILITY TO
WREST MORE FROM THE MACHINE

generated in days. And the question the
librarians faced, of how to find what mat-
ters, is now the central creative and com-
mercial challenge of our era.

abriel Garcia Marquez once said thata
writer is known more by what he does
not publish than by what he does.

This will be the scarce resource, in the
age of AL discretion, elevated to a creative
act. Creative ideas will be infectiously
abundant.

The decisive human contribution will be
the “No, not good enough”; the evaluation,
and the ability to wrest more from the
machine and elevate its output.

This is where the human element
endures. Taste and discernment are formed
over years of exposure, failure, revision, and
the quiet accumulation of reasons for pre-
ferring one thing over another (reasons that
are often entirely valid, but almost impossi-
ble to express or fully explain).

Design and curation are the two disci-
plines that give this capacity practical form.

Design reaches far deeper than the sur-
face. Think of it as an iceberg: what an audi-
ence or customer encounters, a coherent
pattern, a navigable user interface, a
curated set of clear choices, is the visible tip.
The design intelligence that produced it is
the mass below the waterline.

Curation operates at a different level: not
how things are experienced, but what
deserves to be seen atall.

In the age of A, we need more curation
and better curation simultaneously. More,
because of the sheer volume. Better,
because human curators are under mount-
ing pressure from algorithmic recommen-
dation systems that select not for quality but
for

ha
of relevance. The Borges library is the hor-
ror of abundance, made absolute.

Algorithms have no embarrassment.
Platforms that curate through engagement

What Borges as i
has parallels in what generative Al is man-
ifesting.

Artificial intelligence tools dramatically
accelerate the ideation phase, producing in
seconds more directions than a team once

select relentlessly based on
‘what people will unthinkingly watch rather
than what they would thank you for having
shown them. Hence the growing prevalence
of Al slop.

Culture, over time, narrows toward what-

Nobrushes were available; no one had planned for this.
So, MF Husain dipped his fingers in acrylic pigments and
painted ona flip chart. The work still hangs near the
entrance of ISB, Hyderabad. IMAGES: GETTY; KASHYAP KOMPELLA

(Aboveleft) Room 711 at the Louvre hosts masterpieces on
everywall.Seen here is Wedding Feast at Cana, amongothers.

Most g¢ as crowds rush to th

told to prioritise: the Mona Lisa (which isn’t pictured here,
but then you've known what she looks like since you

wereabout six).

they'vebeen

ever has already
performed well.
The accountable
curator is the correct-
ive. Not because they're
always right, but because
human curators have skin
in the game. A critic who
champions a terrible book or
movie is diminished by it. A
publisher who releases a fraudu-
lent memoir answers for it pub-
licly, and over time. A label that
staked its reputation on an artist
carries the result.
The machines already have a repu-
tation for creating slop. A lot of
humans do not.

E ach of us will have a role to play too,
in choosing wisely, furthering scepti-
cism and aiding curation.

A Pew Research survey conducted last
year found that 66% of adults under 30
would likea painting less if they found out
Al made it. The market has long recog-
nised and rewarded this distinction of
human provenance.

By every rational measure of function,
Apple Watch does more than any Aude-
mars Piguet. Yet the Royal Oak, assembled
by hand, carrying the accumulated meaning
of craft and human presence unavailable to
any algorithm, thrives and far outstrips it
(in value, and in prestige).

The dominant narrative is that Al is
becoming a creator.

The more consequential shift is that
humans are becoming editors.

As generative systems take over execu-
tion — writing drafts, composing music,
generating visuals — the human role
can move upstream from production to
judgment.

The act of creation, then, becomes
less about making something from
nothing and more about deciding what
should exist at all.

T he Borges librarians went mad
because they had infinite
options and no principle of refusal:
no way to discard the gibberish,
dismiss the false, or tell slop
from meaning. Taste, design,
curation, command: the
principle of refusal is what

turns that library into
something viable.

As Picasso put it: Artis
the elimination of the
unnecessary.

In the age of Al
that is both an aes-
thetic instruction
and a survival
strategy.
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How dida
man inso
much pain
win 14
French Open
titles bet-
ween 2005
and 20222
That will be
one of the
enduring
mysteries
of Nadal.

culture
Rafa around the edges

A new Netflix documentary traces the pain behind the perfection of tennis legend Nadal

hen Rafael Nadal was seven
years old, he believed his uncle
Toni could do anything— even
make it rain.

Ayoung Rafa was playing his first tourna-
ment against an 11-year-old opponent who
was much bigger and stronger than him.
Toni told him not to be scared, and assured
him that if he was losing badly, the rain
‘would magically come down.

Rafa didn't start well, but then he started
to claw his way back into the match. That's
when the rain started falling. While they
were waiting for the skies to clear, Rafa fran-
tically sought out Toni. “Stop the rain,” he
said. “I think I can beat him.”

Fifteen years later, in 2008, Rafa— ranked
No 2 in the world and already a four-time
French Open champion — was playing his
third straight Wimbledon final against Roger
Federer. He had lost to Federer the previous
two years and had just blown a two-set lead
‘when a thunderous downpour disrupted the
‘match. Toni went to find Rafa in the locker
room to try and cheer him up but couldn’t
think of anything meaningful to say.

After a few minutes of silence, Rafa looked
up at him and grinned: “You can stop the
rain, Toni. 'm not going to lose today.” (And
he didn't)

The Nadal way

There are many ways to be a champion.
Some sporting icons build their legend on
pure grace and technical perfection. Nadal's
great rival Federer was one of those.

There are others whose hunger propels
them to solve any problem thrown at them.
Nadal’s biggest hurdle in his later years,
Novak Djokovic, was one of those. He would
somehow find a way to neutralise his oppo-
nent’s advantage.

And then there are those like Nadal who
are all heart. For whom there is no pain
threshold, no mental bock, no emotional bar-
rier. One may injure them, crush them or
hurt their pride, but they'll still come roaring
back, because they can push themselves fur-
ther than most others can. If they fall short,
they blame themselves for not doing enough.
‘When they triumph, they believe they could
have done better.

A new Netflix documentary, Rafa, cap-
tures the life, times and mindset of sport’s
most resilient champion. Nadal won 22
Grand Slams, two more than Federer and
two less than Djokovic is now sitting on. He
is the only player to be ranked No 1in the
world in three different decades: he first
climbed the pinnacle in 2008 and last occu-
pied the summit on February 2, 2020.

His crowning achievement was winning
14 French Open titles between 2005 and 2022
for a 112-4 (95.6%) win-loss record at the

most gruelling of Grand Slams. There has
been no greater combination in any sport
ever than Rafael Nadal and the red clay of
Roland Garros.

But the documentary goes beyond the
numbers to demystify Nadal as a champion
for whom the struggle was paramount.
Unlike those who may revel in victories or
achievements, his solace came from pushing
‘himself to gain every extra millimetre.

“People thought I was a winner,” Nadal
says. “I'm not a winner, I'm a competitor.”

Beautiful, brilliant, breaking

Nadal was seen as a specimen of the per-
fect sporting physique through most of his
career. The pirate pants ended just above
bulging calves. The cut-off T-shirts enhanced
beefy biceps. The hybrid headband-bandana
allowed caveman tresses to frame his fore-
head. It was a bohemian persona that went
perfectly with his gladiatorial style of play.

But beautiful and brilliant as he may be,
beneath the veneer, Nadal was breaking.

He suffered from Muller-Weiss syndrome,
arare degenerative condition that impacts
the navicular bone and leads to debilitating
pain in the mid- and hindfoot. Nadal discov-
ered itin 2005, as an incidental finding after
he broke his left foot at the Madrid Masters.

He'd won just one French Open title at the
time, and had to contend with the idea of sur-
gery that could mean he would never play
competitive tennis again. Determined to find
another way, he treated the condition with a
specialised insole that took some stress
away, paired with pre-match nerve block
injections that reduced the pain.

Still, he hurtin each of his 1,308 matches,
and over the countless hours of practice,
until heretired in 2024 as a 38-year-old.

‘Wearing the insole for 19 years impacted
other parts of his body. Tendinitis in his knee
was the most agonising direct consequence.
There were also abdominal tears, back pain
and hip flexor injuries. The constant use of
painkillers, meanwhile, caused small perfo-
rations in his intestines. But his passion was
always stronger than the suffering.

‘What Nadal got in return for not giving up
was showcasing to the world what only he
could: the heavy forehand topspin that sent
the ball back at over 3,000 rpm, the wide
kick-serve that opened up the court, the
relentless targeting of his opponent’s back-
hand (even if the backhand belonged to Fed-
erer), and the ability to chase anything down
(even if it was one of Djokovic's sliding open-
stance CI'OSS-COUTIS).

Most ofall, for a person who always felt he
could have pushed harder, he got to leave the
sport with his head held high. For, Grand
Slams titles and win-loss records aside, Rafa
knew that he'd always given it his all. That
he'd never saved anything for the swim back.
That, Uncle Toni's magical powers notwith-
standing, he never really needed the rain.

(The views expressed are personal)

HTILLUSTRATION:
RAHUL PAKARATH

{ DEE FOR DRAMA }
Deepanjana Pal

Listen to the voice
of Hind Rajab

A 5-year-old begs for help as her car comes
under fire in Gaza. A stunning work of docu-
fiction is finally in theatres. Don't miss it

tapivotal momentin Schindler’s
List (1993), director Steven Spiel-
berg introduces colour to his
black-and-white film.

As Nazi troops storm the Krakow ghetto,
Oskar Schindler (Liam Neeson) notices a lit-
tle girl ina red coat. Itisn’t the bright red of
Nazi symbols. Nor is it the colour of blood.
It is a shade that speaks of life, innocence.

There are many stories told of little girls
in red coats during the Holocaust. Some,
like Roma Ligocka, survived. (Her biogra-
phy is titled Girl in the Red Coat). Many
didn’t. By showing a red coat in a later
scene, on a cart heaped with dead bodies,
Spielberg chooses to make the victims the
beating heart of Schindler’s List.

In a different film set in a different era,
another little girl serves as a symbol of
slaughtered innocence. She isn't a skilfully
placed motif in a larger narrative. Five-year-
old Hind Rajab and her final hours are the
entire story.

Tunisian filmmaker Kaouther Ben
Hania’s The Voice of Hind Rajab (2025), out
in theatres this week, recreates in excruciat-
ing detail what unfolded after the humani-
tarian organisation Palestine Red Crescent
Society got a call from her on their helpline.

The first responder, Omar (played by
Motaz Malhees), worked out her location.
An ambulance was eight minutes away. But
distance and time in a war zone are meas-
ured in loops of bureaucracy. Minutes
turned to hours, punctuated by more calls
from the terrified child.

The Voice of Hind Rajab is a work of
docufiction in that the fictionalised sections
are set in the Red Crescent office (below).
The recordings of Hind's voice are real.

“My family, they’re all dead,” she says.
She talks about how she is scared of the
dark. Over and over, she begs for help.

She is trapped in a car and still under fire.
The relatives who were taking her along as
they fled Gaza have died. It is January 2024.

The fictionalised sections are grounded
in the realities of Gaza: The absurd tragedy
of an ambulance stalled for hours, the tar-
geting of children and medical personnel
(two paramedics were killed while trying to
rescue Rajab), the helplessness of humani-
tarian workers, are all lived experiences.

Ben Hania blurs the boundaries between
fact and fiction to remind us that we are
watching a re-enactment, not a figment of
someone’s imagination.

The phone in Hind Rajab’s hand eventu-
ally went silent. The aid workers lost con-
tact with the ambulance crew. The bodies
were recovered 12 days later. A five-year-old
girl, her three cousins, an uncle, an aunt,
and the two men who tried to rescue her.

(Write to Deepanjana Pal @dpanjana on
Instagram. The views expressed are personal)
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little 1etters

An ongoing exhibition has brought together typos and
corrections that read like poetry, misrepresented the
world, signalled rebellion in the face of censorship and
even, in one case, turned a holy commandment into a
scandalous exhortation: Thou shalt commit adultery?

(Above) In the
first English
translation of
the Dutch
nautical atlas

Anesha George

anesha george@hindustantimes.com

illion-dollar law-
suits have been
lost because of a
missing comma,
sowe know how
expensive a typo
canbe.
A missing
Oxford comma, in a 2017 suit against Oak-
hurst Dairy in Maine, caused enough ambi-

guity about overtime pay to result ina $5 mil-

lion settlement in favour of delivery drivers,
and that isn't the only such case.

People have gone to prison over a typo.

In 163, the English printers Robert Barker
and Martin Lucas omitted a three-letter
word from a book. It cost them their licence
and a £300 fine, a sum so crippling that
Barker spent his life in a debtor’s prison.

The book was a version of the Bible com-
missioned by King Charles I. It was nick-
named Wicked Bible after the printing error
left out the word “not,” turning the seventh
commandment into a scandalous exhorta-
tion: “Thou shalt commit adultery.”

The mistake was discovered after the first
print run had been distributed. Copies were

Mirrour
(1588),
cartographer
Lucas
‘Waghenaer
blames the
seas’ shifting
nature for
inaccuracies
and begs the
reader “not to
carp” onsuch
{laws. BEINECKE
RARE BOOK AND
MANUSCRIPT
LIBRARY, YALE

UNIVERSITY

READ: That's
going to leave
amark: How
the world of
punctuation is
changing

tracked down and burned. A

few survive and are rare collectors’ items.

This, of course, was an extreme example.
Errors caught after a print run were usually
simply acknowledged, in errata lists. And not
all errors were seen as flaws.

The first edition of James ¢
Joyce's Ulysses (1922)

wknd

includes a seven-page such list of over 200
mistakes, including dropped words, line
breaks and mismatched punctuation. Joyce
famously rejected some of these, saying,
“These are not misprints but beauties of my
style hitherto undreamt of.”

That elegant phrase, Beauties of My Style,
is now the title of an exhibition at Yale Uni-
versity’s Sterling Memorial Library (until
November 29), that celebrates the idiosyn-
crasies, stories and even poetry of errata lists.

The show is curated by art historian
Rachel Churner, a professor of visual studies
at The New School in New York, and Geoff
Kaplan, a graphic designer and professor of
design at Yale School of Art. Featured are
mistakes from novels, poems, religious texts,
courtdocuments and maps.

In the first English translation of the
Dutch nautical atlas The Mariners Mirrour
(1588), for instance, cartographer Lucas
‘Waghenaer blames the seas’ shifting nature
for inaccuracies and begs the reader “not to
carp” on such flaws.

“It was fascinating to learn what authors,
printers, and readers at a given time deemed
necessary to correct,” says Churner. “I love
the dismissal of responsibility; sometimes
the author wasn’t available and so, some-
how, these mistakes ‘happened... as if they
were meteorological events.”

Error apparent

In what is expected to be a big draw, the
show features a copy of the Wicked Bible,
drawn from Yale’s Beinecke Rare Book and
Manuscript Library. A shaky “not” has been

added by hand, in a tiny, hurried scrawl.
Also on display are instances in which
errata were used as weapons of revolt.
Through the 16th and 17th centuries,
amid the growing stric-
tures of the Puritan

and Protestant movements, authors used
errata to sneak statements of dissent past
censors and dodge laws on crimes such as
obscenity and treason.

In 1795, the poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge
did this in his pamphlet titled Addresses to
the People, which condemned England’s
invasion of France. His mock-erratum reads:
“Page 61, for MURDER read fight for the King
and Country.”

Even in Polish astronomer Nicolaus
Copernicus’s On the Revolutions of the Heav-
enly Spheres, printed in1543, an anonymous
preface inserted by the publisher reframed
his revolutionary heliocentric argument as
mere “hypothesis”, in an attempt toappease
censors and the church. And the tactic sort of
worked. Despite its dramatic challenge to
theology, the book wasn't officially banned
by the Roman Catholic Church until 1616
(after which it stayed on the Index of Forbid-
den Books for nearly 150 years, until 1758).

“We didn’t anticipate quite how much per-
sonality could be compressed into such a
constrained format. The spare, standardised
language can generate something genuinely
beautiful too,” Churner says, “particularly
when the transposition or omission produ-
ces anew word or meaning, such as ‘for on,
read no’ or ‘for grave, read brave’.”

Today, in a world of real-time dissemina-
tion, Al plagiarism and autocorrect bloopers,
the idea of the poetic, political, nuanced or
even just the record-correcting errata seems
almost quaint. The sanctity of the written
word, and the ideas of accuracy and account-
ability, are arguably more vital but less val-
ued than they have ever been. There is no
errata list that can fix that.

As the lie makes its way around the world,
the truth has all too often stopped bothering
to putits boots on. It usually lacks the infra-
structure to keep up.

{ LIFE HACKS }

Charles Assisi

Maturity leave

It’s strange to think of the rebels that make
up Guns N’ Roses and Metallica as seniors
grappling with age. Is there a way to do that,
without giving up entirely on who you were?

without realising it, and how the
absence of such change in another can
suddenly bring home the difference.

Thavea friend, Ricky, who I have known
for decades. He was the source of the rock n’
roll CDs that defined our youth. It was from
him I learned to headbang. We spenthours
listening to Sweet Child O’ Mine and Patience
by Guns N’ Roses. “Now that’s a love ballad,”
we used to say. We lived for music. He con-
tinues to. I've changed.

Let me illustrate. Last week, I heard he
had gone to Berlin, and assumed it was on a
work trip. It turned out he had travelled
there to watch Metallica play what may be
their last live concert.

When I heard this, it was like a juke box
was switched on in my head. I heard the
thumping riffs of Enter Sandman and the
haunting opening chords of Nothing Else
Matters. But the nostalgia was followed by a
cold question: Would I have done the same?

Even as I wondered about that, a bizarre
coincidence occurred. Guns N’ Roses
announced November tour dates in India.
This is the group we had grown up worship-
ping. I had to tell Ricky.

He didn’t care. If anything, he was deri-
sive. “They've gone to the dogs, man,” he
said. He went on to talk of how lead singer
Ax] Rose “doesn’t sing any more, he croaks.”
As opposed to that, he talked of how Metal-
lica is still going strong. “They've aged formi-
dably. They chose not to go down that slide
of unmanaged decay.”

I t's interesting how much we can change

F - N

Metallica offers hope, viareinvention. Band members don't live like they're still in their

.

20s. They have treated aging somewhat like elite athletes do, following strict health

regimens and travelling with physical therapists and trainers.

Ican'texplain the grief 1 felt as he spoke. It
was like something had withered and died, in
seconds, right before me.

‘When our heroes — whether they be rock
stars, friends or mentors — begin to age, we
cannot help but feel a deep sense of loss. As
long as they feel young, intact and invincible,
they act as a buffer between us and the pas-
sage of time. They hold up the sky.

‘When they begin to slow down, hit a flat
note, become bitter, or fade, that buffer van-
ishes. The myth shatters.

If the heroes of our youth ar indling, it

GETTY IMAGES

tured, deliberate mastery and, in doing so,
preserved the myth.

In Berlin, as Ricky put it, one didn’t pity
Metallica. One felt awe at their sustained
power. Itstruck me then that those of us who
laugh at our own efforts to contend with
aging —suddenly eating healthier, exercising
differently, worrying about creaks and aches
—ought perhaps to take it more seriously.

‘Weare all fading. Why not prepare for it?
‘Why not make room for it in others too; stop
taking their strength and energy for granted,

can only mean that we're next.

Some people and some bands — Guns N’
Roses is among them — build their brand on
raw, chaotic, unsustainable energy. It has to
run out. Is there another way?

Metallica offers hope, via reinvention.
They don't live like they’re still in their 20s.
They treated aging somewhat like elite ath-
letes do, reportedly following strict health
regimens as they grew older. They travel
with physical therapists and trainers. They
shifted from raw, unguided energy to struc-

and stop they be the towering
monuments they used to be?

Every kind of relationship — all love —
must evolve. I lead the way for my superstar
uncles, while chatting about the superstars
they've been. It helps temper the grief of
watching them change.

Aging is mandatory. How we decay con-
tains elements of choice.

(Charles Assisi is co-founder of Founding
Fuel. He can be reached on i
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Astill from Interstellar (2014). Translation toois a kind of time travel, each work a gift
pieced together and transmitted to generations of the present and future.

{ FINE PRINT } THE ASHOKA DATABASE OF INDIAN TRANSLATIONS
What's another word for...

Sukanya Datta

sukanya.datta@hindustantimes.com

here are certain things that feel
distinctly Indian.
The way we weave through traf-

fic as pedestrians. Nod our heads
and jog our shoulders to indicate yes, no
and who knows? Leap effortlessly from one
language to another and another, oftenina
single day, sometimes in a single sentence.

‘Within our spectacular diversity, these
are the kinds of things that unite us.

Let's stay with thatlast one. A land of this
many tongues (about 19,000, including dia-
lects), could have been riven by the varia-
tions. Instead, we learnt long ago to share.

Most of us have, at some point, read at
least a bit of Sant Tukaram and Maithilis-
haran Gupt, Premchand and Amrita Pritam,
Faiz Ahmad Faiz and Perumal Murugan.

We have at some point been read the Pan-
chatantra, which makes for a great exam-
ple, because its delightful fables have jour-
neyed, over about 1,500 years, from the orig-
inal Sanskrit into dozens of Indian
languages (and an array of foreign ones).

And yet... so much remains hidden.
Translations exist, but not in enough lan-
guages. Treasures exist, but in libraries and
archives invisible to the mainstream.

Now, an effort led by Ashoka University's
Ashoka Centre for Translation, in collabora-
tion with the literature-and-research-cen-
tric New India Foundation, is working to
spotlight as many of those treasures as pos-
sible on a single platform.

Bhashavaad (bhashavaad.in; Hindi for
Discussions on Language) is India’s first
non-profit, open-access, crowdsourced
database of Indian translations.

Now in its third year, it has gathered data
on 34,000 titles.

“We often assume translation happens
only when there are grants, prizes, royalties,
publishers and institutional support. While
translators absolutely deserve recognition,
the history of translation in India tells a dif-
ferent story. Long before any of these struc-
tures existed, people were translating
across languages in astonishing numbers,”
says Rita Kothari, co-director of the Ashoka
Centre for Translation and a professor of
English at the university. “The Bhashavaad
database is an attempt to uncover that vast,
messy, vibrant ecosystem.”

Cross talk
It all began, Kothari says, when she and

her co-director at the centre, fellow trans-
lator Arunava Sinha, decided to try to find
data on which Indian-language titles had
been translated.

“One of our primary duties at the centre
is to identify books that need to be trans-
lated and find publishers for them. A major
roadblock here is the lack of this informa-
tion in a structured format,” says Sinha,
who is a professor of creative writing at the
university. Catalogues from publishers
helped them get started. Then the hunt
began, with Kothari, Sinha and their team
scouring libraries, private collections,
archives and literary institutions for clues.

They unearthed, among other things,
translations of books on Zoroastrian culture
going back over 100 years; several versions
of the 12th century Tamil epic Kamba Rama-
yanam, in Bengali, English, Malayalam and
Kannada; essays and jokes; treatises on
medicine science, religion and spirituality.

The eventual aim, Sinha says, is to
attempt to map what is and isn't being
translated, which languages are most
widely represented, what the most trans-
lated language pairs are, and where focus
might most urgently be needed.

Some of this data is already taking shape.
So far, for instance, the Indian languages
most translated are Bengali, Hindi, Marathi,
Tamil, Malayalam, Urdu, Telugu, Kannada,
Sanskrit and Odia. The Indian languages
most translated to are Hindi, Gujarati, Kan-
nada, Bengali and Telugu.

Another trend the data points to is the
uneven flow of translations between lan-
guages. Bengali, for instance, appears more
often as a source language than a recipient.
So, while Bengali literature travels widely
across India, there isn’t a corresponding
influx of translations from other languages.

The position of English as a dominant
medium means that many works are often
first translated into this lingua franca and
then into another Indian language. With a
lot often lost in the process.

Researchers can now mine the website
for more such patterns, and explore unan-
swered questions about the ongoing evolu-
tion of Indian literature as a whole.

What we have now is just the tip of the
iceberg, Sinha says. There are plans to add
more titles, as well as works of oral history,
songs and folklore. The vaster and more
varied the archive can be, he and Kothari
agree, the better.

“Translation is, after all, the glue that
binds us together,” Sinha says. “Without it,
we'd be islands with no bridges.”

{ CAPITAL LETTERS } EAGLES, SWALLOWS, HOW TURKEY GOT ITS NAME
On wings and a prayer

how to fly, and we still can’t do it quite
like they do.

Ahop, aflap, and they're airborne...
so it’s no surprise that this ability, in the
minds of ancient humans, gave birds the air
of something magical or divine.

Among the Hopi people of North America,

I t took us millions of years to figure out

gear of a mandarin, and a propensity to pro-
tect weaker hens. Paint a rooster on the door
and the sun will soon shine onit, itis said.

Not so among Tibetan Buddhists. This tra-
dition regards the rooster as highly inauspi-
cious. With its incessant cawing and pecking
atthe ground, it has come to represent insa-
tiable desire. It even appears at the centre of
the Wheel of Life, alongside the pig and
snake, as one of the Three Poisons: attach-
ment, ignorance (sadly, the pig) and hatred /
aversion (represented, rather unfairly, by the
beautiful snake).

it was said they could carry
between humans and the gods. The mighty
eagle was i particularly powerful

Istheowla
signof
wisdom, or
ofbad luck
headed your
way? The
answer
dependson
where,
geographic-
ally,youare
standing.
WIKIMEDIA

fuel.com. The views expressed are personal)

in this respect, able to carry prayers far into
the heavens.

Among the Yakut of Siberia, birds of prey
were associated with travel between worlds.
For this reason, small wooden bird effigies
were placed in funerary settings.

As people attempted to make sense of all
the unexpected and unexplained that these
creatures represented, the same bird, inter-
estingly, could end up signifying very differ-
ent things, in different parts of the world.

Owls are one of the clearest examples of
this duality. In parts of India, they are consid-
ered a bad omen. If one screeches on or near
ahome at night, it is said to mean that death,
illness or financial troubles may soon follow.
It is thought that the owl’s blank stare, its
habit of hunting surreptitiously at night and
its eerie screeches earned it this superstition.

In Ancient Greece, meanwhile, the owl
served as sacred companion to Athena, god-
dess of wisdom and strategy. The influence
of this early belief persists in modern West-
ern culture, where fairy tales cast the owl as
awise elder of the forest.

The simple rooster, because it so often
crows at dawn, acquired powerful symbol-
ism. Among the Pueblo peoples of North
America, it is seen as a symbol of renewal. In
China, it is considered quite an honourable
bird, with a comb that resembles the head-

carry layered across
cultures. In parts of Africa, they symbolise
purity, because they appear to never soil
their feet by walking on the ground. In China,
the symmetry of two swallows flying
together represents marital harmony.

Europe is full of lore about magpies.
Because they tend to mate for life, seeing a
single one, or an odd number, was viewed as
asign that bad luck was on its way. A well-
known rhyme reflects this: “One for sorrow,
two for mirth, three for a funeral, four for a
birth,” it goes, ending with “Thirteen beware
it's the devil himself!”

Perhaps my favourite avian muddle,
though, has less to dowitha superstition and
more to do with language, and geography.

The bird known as the turkey got this
name because European traders confused it
with the similar-looking African guinea fowl,
which was imported in large numbers via
Turkiye (Land of the Turks). The guinea fowl
was nicknamed “turkey fow]” and then “tur-
key”. (And today, many wonder why the
country is “named after the bird"!)

Meanwhile, in Turkey, the bird is called
Hindi, meaning “from India”, for reasons
that have roots in what remains the world's
biggest geographical mess.

The turkey, you see, is native to North
America. When Columbus made his big mis-
take in 1492-93, and announced to the world
that he had arrived in India, it would be years
before anyone realised his error. Meanwhile,
traders began to use his route to export this
delicious species (among other things) to
major markets, advertising them as products
from India. And so this creature, found
nowhere but America, came to be named
“Hindi" or other versions of “From India”, in
certain importing countries, such as Turkey.

The really haunting detail: Columbus died,
in 1506, still adamant that he had reached
Asia. Compelling evidence of a “new conti-
nent” would come via a revolutionary map.
But that would happen only in 1507.

(Adam Jacot de Boinod is author of The Mean-
ing of Tingo. The views expressed are personal)
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NEET RETEST wall clocks in examination Hezbollah and Israel went to

Over 200,000 personnel,
including police and district
administration officials, have
been mobilised to ensure the
smooth and fair conduct of the
re-examination, the NTA said.

Inafirst, the Indian Air Force
is being engaged to transport the
question papers as part of
enhanced security measures.

Meanwhile, Union education
minister Dharmendra Pradhan

rooms, drinking water, sanita-
tion facilities and on-site medical
support.

Candidates will be allowed to
carrya transparent water bottle,
while diabetic candidates may
bring sugar tablets and fruits
such as bananas, apples and
oranges along with a transparent
water bottle, in accordance with
NTA guidelines, it said. The NTA
said additional biometric

d trained

has chaired a series of high-level
review meetings with senior offi-
cials to assess preparedness and
oversee arrangements for the
re-examination. The govern-
mentalso temporarily restricted
access to the Telegram, with the
NTA saying it was aimed at tack-
ling cheating rackets.

The NTA has launched a veri-
fied WhatsApp communication
channel to provide authentic
updates directly to candidates
and has cautioned students
against trusting social media
rumours about “leaked” ques-
tion papers, answer keys or paid
services.

Several states have also
announced support measures
for candidates, including free
transportation facilities through
state-run bus services to reduce
travel-related stressand ensure
timely access to examination
centres.

The National Medical Com-
mission has directed all medical
colleges and institutions under
its purview not to grant leave to
students on June 20 and 21,
except in exceptional circum-
stances. The move comes in the
backdrop of some instances
when students of medical col-
leges were found to be involved
in activities that could compro-
mise the sanctity and integrity of
the examination process.

“To ensure a fair and trans-
parent examination, the NTA
has put in place a multi-layered
security framework, including
end-to-end secure handling of
confidential materials under
sealed protocols, GPS-enabled
vehicles with police escorts for
movement of examination mate-
rials, CCTV surveillance at all
examination centres linked to
centralised control rooms, and
Aadhaar-based ~ biometric
authentication to prevent imper-
sonation,” the NTA said.

It sald it has made a range of

have been deployed to expedite
verification, while travel and
weather advisories have been
issued in advance, urging candi-
dates to plan their travel early
and verify centre addresses.
The agency advised candi-
dates wearing customary or reli-
gious attire, as well as those
wishing for full-sleeved clothing
or woollens, to report early to
allow time for thorough frisking.

IRAN SHUTS HORMUZ
emerged of a ceasefire agree-
ment. The persistent fighting
threatened an interim agree-
ment between the United States
and Iran to end the war in the
Middle East.

Seven people remained
trapped under the rubble after
the strikes hit the southern town
of Nabatiyeh and nearby villa-
ges, Lebanon’s National News
Agency said.

i were

war just days after the US and
Israel launched strikes on Iran
on Feb. 28, with Hezbollah firing
rockets and drones at northern
Israel and Israel seizing large
swaths of southern Lebanon.

The interim US-Iran agree-
ment signed this week has
already reopened the Strait of
Hormuz, which Iran had closed
as the war unfolded — cutting off
the global economy from signifi-
cant supplies of oil and natural
gas. The deal also envisages the
relaunch of talks on Iran’s
nuclear program, a core issue in
the war. Neither Israel nor Hez-
bollah are signatories to the deal,
which calls for a halt to military
operations in Lebanon and for
the country’s sovereignty to be
respected. With the fighting con-
tinuing, the accord is under
threat and U.S.-Iran talks in
Switzerland, planned to start Fri-
day, have been delayed, with no
new dateannounced.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has vowed to
keep Israeli forces in southern
Lebanon until any threat to
Israel is eliminated. Hezbollah
has refused to halt its attacks
unless Israel commits to with-
drawing from Lebanon, which
Iran says is also a condition of
the deal. A new round of
US-backed talks between the
Lebanese government and Israel
is ed to take place in

to
halt the fighting between Israel
and the militant Lebanese Hez-
bollah group, after a heavy
exchange on Friday killed at
least 47 people in Lebanon and
four Israeli soldiers.

Anlsraeli military official said
Hezbollah had fired more than
50 projectiles at Israeli forces in
southern Lebanon overnight,
prompting the military to start
targeting the militant group
there. The official spoke anony-
mously in line with regulations.
‘The army said it struck dozens of
Hezbollah targets and militants
in somhcm chanon including

Washington next week.

A strike on the village of Bar-
ish killed four members of a
family, parents and two chil-
dren. In Arab Salim village, a
body was pulled from a
destroyed house, and in the villa-
ges of Doueir and Kfar Rumman,
drone strikes killed a personona
motorcycle and a Lebanese sol-
dier. Nine people were killed in
strikes in the villages of Qanna-
rit, Sohmor and Shehour.

Plumes of smoke rose into the
sky over southern Lebanon and
Israeli jets flew low over the
coastal city of Tyre on Saturday.

t positions and
Hezbo] lah command centers.
On Friday, Israeli ambassador
to Washington, Yechiel Leiter,
said on X that Israel “remains
firmly committed to an immedi-
ate ceasefire” if Hezbollah hon-
ors the agreement and ceases
hostilities.
On Saturday, Hezbollah said it
had c itted to the ceasefire

entric arr
at all examination centres in
view of the large number of can-
didates and prevailing summer
conditions. These include relia-
ble power backup, adequate
electricity, lighting and fans,

but blamed Israel for violating it
several times on Friday night. A
statement issued by the group’s
military wing said it would abide
by the ceasefire but would also
repel attacks by Israeli troops.

there told The Associ-
ated Press they were relieved
that Tyre had been spared in
recent days but the sounds of
Israeli planes reminded them
the war is not over.

Many doubted a ceasefire —
evenifagreed on—would hold.

“Our entire lives would
change if there’s a ceasefire,”
said Hussein Khoshman, a Tyre
resident.

Netanyahu's office did not
immediately comment on the
ceasefire efforts. On Friday, Net-
anyahu posted on X that, on his
orders, the Israeli army had

“struck powerfully” 150 Hezbol-
lah targets, killing dozens of mil-
itants, Military spokesman Brig.
Gen. Effie Defrin said the Israeli
forces were operating in a “for-
ward defense zone” and would
continue doing so.

After Iran said its officials did
not travel as planned to Switzer-
land, insisting that the fighting
in Lebanon must stop before the
talks can take place, U.S. Vice
President JD Vance also post-
poned his trip.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman Esmail Baghaei told
the semi-official ISNA news
agency on Saturday that Paki-
stan’s interior minister will
arrive in Iran as part of contin-
ued negotiation efforts.

BIHARCM

“So far, around 5.5 million
farmers have received their
farmer IDs. This will help iden-
tify land clearly and organise
the farming community better,”
Choudhary said. He also men-
tioned that 800 Jivika Didis
have been trained as Agri
Sakhis to promote natural farm-
ing and spread awareness about
its benefits among villagers.

The CM pointed out that irri-
gated land in Bihar has doubled
in the last two decades, rising
from 22,000 hectares to 44,000
hectares. “We are fully commit-
ted to doubling farmers’
income, modernising agricul-
ture, and strengthening the
rural economy,” he added.

Choudhary stressed the need
to move beyond traditional
farming. “For the economic
prosperity of farmers, we must
promote integrated farming
instead of conventional meth-
ods. The government is working
in this direction with focus on
horticulture, animal husbandry,
fisheries and organic cultiva-
tion,” he said.

He spoke about efforts to
connect farmers directly to
markets. Arrangements are
being made to provide market
access for produce from Bihar’s
45,000 villages so that farmers
get fair prices. Special emphasis
is being placed on linking them
to international markets as well.

Choudhary also touched
upon the Sahyog Shivir pro-
gramme, under which more
than 275,000 out of 325,000
applications have been disposed
of. Notices have been issued to
officials in cases of delays, and a
review mechanism involving
block, subdivision, district and
divisional levels has been put in
place to ensure justice for the
people.

On the women’s front, he
mentioned the Lakhpati Didi
initiative. Bihar already has 48
lakh such women, and the tar-
get is to take this number to one
crore in the next two years.
Under the CM Women's
Employment Scheme, each
woman is to receive 2.10 lakh
in assistance, with the first
instalment of 210,000 already
givenand the second one to fol-
low soon. A Jivika Nidhi Bank
has been created to help self-
help group women access loans
easily.

Choudhary noted that Bihar
buys expensive power but sup-
plies it to consumers at some of
the lowest rates in the country,
offering the highest subsidy of
about 323,000 crore. All domes-
tic consumers get up to 125
units of free electricity. He
directed that farmer credit
cards be issued during Sahyog
Shivirs to further empower cul-
tivators.

Development commissioner
Mihir Kumar Singh and princi-
pal secretary of the agriculture
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MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 16 June, 2026
$.0.3176(E).-In by sub-section (1) of section 3Aof the National

Highways Act, 1956 (48 of 1956) (herelnaﬂer referred to as the said Act), the Central Government,
after being satisfied that for the public purpose, the land, the brief description of which is given in
the Schedule below, is required for building (mdemng/two lane with paved shoulder/four laning

etc.,), and of p y in the stretch of land
from Km. 246.0 to Km. 337.4 in the village(s) namely- Baruwar, Kudlban,
Laxmipur, Got, Narahi, i, Sakhua

Taluk- Laukahi and in the village(s) namely- Dahapatti, Gohuma Bairia, Jhakharahi, Kala Patti,
Mahathaur Taluk- Phulparas and in the village(s) namely- Bhatgawan, Bikram Sher, Dhamaura,
Ghonghaur, Jasrajpur, Kulharia, Math khadarkhala, Misrauliya, Parsa, Rahikpur, Sarara,
i Taluk- i and in the village(s) namely- Harpur, Kevta, Kormauli,
Meran, Rasidpur Taluk- Khajauli and in the village(s) namely- Dokahar, Madhaipur,
Shubhankarpur Taluk- Kaluahi and in the village(s) namely- Akuli, Arer, Atrauli, Barri, Benipatti,
Betauna, Bijalpura, Bishunpur, Chandpur Patti, Chandpura, Chanpura, Depura, Dhagjari,
Dhanushi, jagat, Jhonjhi, Karhara, Kusmaul, Ladaut, Madhopur, Mureth, Nagdah Valain, Sohraul
» Uchaith Taluk- Benipatti and in the village(s) namely-Ekma, Karhia, Palikhurd, Patpara Taluk-
Rajnagar in the district of MADHUBANI in the state of BIHAR hereby declares its intention to
acquire such land.
Any person interested in the said land may, within twenty-one days from the date of

department Nar Lal
also addressed the gathering.
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ofthisr inthe Official Gazette, object to the use of such land for the aforesaid
purpose under sub-section(1) of section 3C of the said Act.

Every such objection shall be made to the Competent Authority, namely, District Land
Acquisition Officer in writing and shall set out the grounds thereof and the Competent Authority
shall give the objector an opportunity of being heard, either in person or by a legal practitioner, and
may, after hearing all such objections and after making such further enquiry, if any, as the
CompetentAuthority thinks necessary, by order, either allow or disallow the objections.

Any order made by the Competent Authority under sub-section (2) of section 3C of the said
Actshall befinal.

The land plans and other details of the land to be acquired under their notification are
available and can be inspected by the interested person at the aforesaid office of the Competent
Authority.

SCHEDULE
Brief Description of the land to be acquired with or without structures
fallmg Greenfield Expressway in the stretch of land from Km. 246.0 to Km. 337.4 in the

KIDNAPPING BID
IN NAME OF
MAOISTS FOILED, 6
RESCUED, 2 HELD

Press Trust of Indi
letters@hindustantimes.com

CHATRA: A kidnapping bid
for ransom by unidentified
miscreants in the name of
Maoists was foiled and six peo-
ple, including two women,
were rescued from their
clutches in Jharkhand’s Chatra
district, police said on Satur-
day.

Police arrested two persons
and detained three others in
this connection after a brief
exchange of fire in the Hadgadi
forest area under Simaria
pollce station limits on Friday
night.

According to the police, a
tip-off was received that some
unidentified miscreants had
abducted six people from
Teliyadih village under the
Tandwa police station area in
the name of Maoists. The vic-
tims were held hostage at gun-
point in the Hadgadi forest,
and a ransom of 1 lakh was
demanded.

“Following the tip-off, a
police team conducted a search
operation in the area and
rescued all six, including two
women, after a brief exchange
of fire. We also arrested two
persons and detained three
others in this connection.
The two arrested accused have
been identified as Ramesh
Kumar Ganjhu (24) and Satish
Kumar Ganjhu (19),” Simaria
Sub-Divisional Police Officer
Nagargoje Shubham Bhausa-
heb told reporters.

The police recovered three
country-made firearms, one
pistol-shaped lighter, one knife,
and three mobile phones
looted from the victims from
the possession of the accused,
the SDPO said.

The criminals fired two to
three rounds, and the police
also opened fire in retaliation.
However, no one from either
side sustained any bullet inju-
ries, Simaria police station
in-charge Surya Pratap Singh
said.

Of the six victims, five,
including one woman, hail
from Teliyadih village, while
the second woman is a resident
of Gobda village in Hazaribag
district, he said.

An FIR in this regard was
registered against the accused
under the BNS, and further
investigation is underway.
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namely- Kudlhan, Laxmipur, Mahadeomath,
@ Got, Narahi y i, Sakhua Taluk-Laukahi and
Qi © hifiweets @ in the namely- D Bairia, i, Kala Patti,
Taluk: and in the namely- Bikram Sher, D
Ghonghaur, Jasrajpur, Kulharia, Math iya, Parsa, il Sarara,
i Taluk: hi and in the vil namely- Harpur, Kevta,

Kormauli, Meran, Rasidpur Taluk-Khajauli and in the village(s) namely- Dokahar,
Madhaipur, Shubhankarpur Taluk-Kaluahi and in the wl!age(s) namely- Akuli, Arer,
Atrauli, Barri, i Betauna, Patti, Cl
Chanpura, Depura, Dhagjari, Dhanushi, jagat, Jhonjhi, Karhara, Kusmaul, Ladaut,

Madhopur, Mureth, Nagdah Valain, Sohraul, Uchaith Taluk: and in the
namely- Ekma, Karhia, F , Patpara Taluk-Rajnagar in the district of MADHUBANI
in the state of BIHAR

[F. No. NHAI/PIU-Supaul/LA/122/2025/3A]
Shaikh Aminkhan , Director
District: MADHUBANI
https://egazette.gov.in
Publication Date: 16 June 2026
https://egazette.gov.in
https://bhoomirashi.gov.in
Note : The physical copy of this notification is also available at the office of CALA/PIU/PMU/
RO/ED and Landowners may also see the notification there.
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1 killed in Munich accident

US eyes wor
with Qatar to free
up Iranian funds

Asian News International
letters@hindustantimes.com
WASHINGTON: The United
States is eyeing working with
Qatar so as to chart a plan for
releasing billions of dollars in
frozen funds aimed at humani-

Two cars of a freight train derailed after a collision and fell offa bndge in Mumch Germany,

June 20.One person was killed. Th

the incidentis under

REUTERS

Seven killed in twin
blasts in Pakistan

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

PESHAWAR: At least seven peo-
ple were killed and three others
injured on Saturday in twin
roadside blasts in Pakistan’s res-
tive Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince, police said.

No group has claimed respon-
sibility for ityet.

The explosions occurred in
Marka Bera area of the Bannu
district.

According to Bannu District
Police Officer (DPO) Yasir Afridi,
the first explosion occurred
when an improvised explosive
device (IED) planted along a
roadside detonated, striking a
passenger van and killing five
people on the spot.

He said a second blast
occurred shortly afterwards at
the same location, targeting peo-
pleinvolved in rescue efforts.

Two people were killed in the
second explosion, while a vehi-
cle was also damaged.

Those injured and the bodies

of the deceased were shifted toa
nearby hospital, and an investi-
gation into the incident has been
launched, the DPO added.

Officials said the passenger
van was travelling from Hathi
Khel village to Bannu city when
it was hit by the explosion.

Security forces and law
enforcement agencies have cor-
doned off the area and begun
collecting evidence from the
blast site.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Sohail Afridi strongly
condemned the incident and
directed police authorities to
submit a detailed report onit. He
also ordered a thorough investi-
gation into the circumstances
surrounding the blasts.

Calling it “highly tragic” and
“heartbreaking”, he extended
sympathies to the bereaved fam-
ilies, assuring them that the pro-
vincial government would pro-
vide all possible support during
this difficult time. He also
instructed authorities to ensure
medical treatment to injured.

INDIAN JAILED FOR
FIVEYEARS IN
UK-FRANCE PEOPLE
SMUGGLING CASE

LONDON: An Indian man who
admitted smuggling migrants
from the UK to France in the
back of trucks has been jailed
for more than five years by a
court in south-east England.

Jaskirat Singh, 25, was pros-
ecuted by the UK’s Crown Pros-
ecution Service (CPS) over his
role in facilitating the illegal
movement of non-British
nationals between December
2024 and March 2026.

Earlier this month, he
pleaded guilty to conspiracy to
facilitate illegal immigration.

Singh, who was sentenced by
the Canterbury Crown Court on
Thursday, is believed to have
earned around 185,000 pounds
through the illegal operations.

“The plot was exposed when
11 Indian nationals were found
hiding in the trailer of a lorry
stopped at Dover in December
2024.

Four other Indians were
found in a separate lorry travel-
ling to France in January 2025,
the CPS said. PTI

tarian in Iran, the
Wall Street Journal (WSJ)
reported on Friday, citing peo-
ple familiar with the matter.

According to the American
news outlet, yet another early
financial incentive comes as a
part of the recently inked peace
pact between Tehran and
‘Washington, according to peo-
ple familiar with the matter.

While the plan is not com-
plete yet, the Wall Street Jour-
nal reported that it is aimed at
giving Iran access to spend and
utilise some of its estimated
USD 100 billion in cash frozen
worldwide--with the first
access being to the USD 6 bil-
lion held in Qatar.

Under the deal, it was
informed that Qatar would pur-
chase humanitarian goods
such as food and medicines
ordered by Iran’s central bank
by utilising the money drawn
from Tehran’s frozen assets
that includes cash from oil
sales that have been locked up
overseas by sanctions.

This comes as Qatar has reit-
erated its support for launching
negotiations between the
United States and Iran to
address outstanding issues
through dialogue and peaceful
means as the first round of
technical talks, scheduled to
take place in Switzerland, got
cancelled following the signing
of the memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) between the
two sides in order to end the

The US-Iran talks are taking place at the Burgenstock luxury
hotel complex above Lake Lucerne in Switzerland.

hostilities in West Asia.
According to a statement
issued by Qatar’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, this came dur-
ing the discussion between
Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman bin Jas-
sim Al Thani and Swiss Foreign
Minister Ignazio Cassis that
took place at Burgenstock
Resort in Switzerland on Fri-

lay.

On Thursday, the Swiss For-
eign Ministry confirmed that
the planned talks between the
US and Iran have been post-
poned.

Responding to an email from
ANI, the Swiss Foreign Minis-
try said it remains ready to
facilitate the talks.

“The planned talks between
the US, Iran, Qatar and Paki-
stan have been postponed.
Switzerland remains ready to
facilitate these talks. The rele-
vant preparatory work at Bur-
genstockis continuing. No fur-

AP

ther information can be pro-
vided at present,” it said.

The 14-point MoU between
the US and Iran includes an
immediate and permanent ces-
sation of military operations,
including in Lebanon, and a
pledge to conclude negotiations
on a final deal within 60 days,
extendable by mutual consent.

Under the memorandum,
the US will begin removing its
naval blockade and related
restrictions, while Iran will
facilitate the safe passage of
commercial vessels through
the Stait of Hormuz free of
charge for an initial 60-day
period, during which technical
talks will also take place on
Iran’s nuclear programme.

The document also outlines
plans for the phased lifting of
sanctions, the release of frozen
Iranian assets, US Treasury
waivers for Iranian oil exports,
and a US-backed reconstruc-
tion and economic develop-
ment programme for Iran.

e

Bedford, a town 90km
north of London, involved
two London-bound trains
on the same track.
“Tragically, one person

Ukrainian officials
return Polish awards

after Nazi row
KYIV: Top Ukrainian

officials said on Saturday was pronounced dead at
they were returning Polish  the scene. He is the driver
awards after President of one of the trains

Volodymyr Zelensky was involved,” transport police

stripped of Warsaw’s top said in a statement. AFP

order, in a row between the

i St ians Spanish
3 e wwi

infuriated Poland by PM S wife from

naming a military unit Ieavmg country

after the nationalist UPA
that took part in massacres
against Poles in WW 2. On
Friday, Poland stripped
Zelensky of its highest
honour. On Saturday,
Zelensky's top aide,
Ukraine’s ambassador to
‘Warsaw and the foreign

MADRID: A Spanish court
has ordered the wife of
Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez, Begona Gomez, to
stand trial by jury for
corruption and banned her
from leaving the country,
according to a court order
released Saturday. The

minister said they were case is one of several
relinquishing awards corruption affairs that
bestowed by Poland. ~ Afp have embroiled the
Socialist leader’s family

Driver killed in UK and former allies,

. o threatening to topple his
tral_" Co"'?'?"r n minority coalition
serlously In]llred government. Judge Juan

Carlos Peinado ordered
Gomez to hand in her
passport and to to appear
before the court twice a
month until a verdict is
reached in the case. No
date for the trial has been
set. AFP

LONDON: British Transport
Police said on Saturday a
train driver had died when
two trains collided north of
London, in an accident the
previous afternoon that
also left 11 people seriously
injured. The crash near

The fire at the resort in Bayahibe on Friday.

REUTERS.

Italian tourist killed, 1,700 others evacuated
after fire totally destroys Caribbean resort
SANTO DOMINGO: A large fire almost completely destroyed
aluxury resort in the Dominican Republic on Friday,
forcing the evacuation of almost 1,700 tourists, authorities
said. Local media reported an Italian tourist died in the fire
and several other tourists required medical assistance. The
Viva Dominicus Beach by Wyndham resort is located in
Bayahibe, a popular destination for U.S. and international
tourists on the Dominican Republic's coast. AP
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BANK OF BARODA, JAMSHEDPUR MAIN BRANC!

Bank of Baroda Bi

upur, Jamshedpur

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE

E IV-A[S

6(2)&8(6)]
E-Auction Sale Notme for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstructmn of Financial Assets and

2002.

Bank of India

E il

reditor

/:
Secured Craditse wi

", "Asiswhatis” and “Whatever

ﬂwr! is" basis for recovery Mdu:s in bellwt mentioned account/s. 'lhe details of Borrower/s/ Morlgagor/s/ Guarantor/

Zonal office, 2nd Floor, Yamuna C

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF
BO' S ¢ IMMOVABLE/MOVABLE PROPERTIES

a Chowk,

pur (Bihar)-842002

Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable/movable. Assets under the Securitization and Reconstmcﬂon of Financial Assets and
Er of Security Infterest Act, 2002 read with pi i

toRule 8 (6) of the Si

ity Inte 1it) Rule, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guaranlor (s) thal the below described
immovable/ movable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constr
has been taken by the Authorized officer of Bank of India (Secured creditor), will be sold on "As is where is", "As is what is" and

there is" on the date mentioned below, for recovery of dues as mentioned hereunder to Bank of India from the below
& Guarantor (s). The Reserve Price and the Earnest Money Deposit are also mentioned hereunder:

of which

Name of the Borrower & Guarantor/s

Total Dues. / Reserve Price
| P Details of Secured Assets / | Date of E-Auction / | EMD Deposit |(Constructive / Physica
- Boow Mortgaged Property Time of E-Auction / Property Inspection
‘Guarantor/ Mortgagors ‘Start Time to End Time Date & Thme
1. | Mr. AShrinivas Rao Equitable mortgage of residential| _Rs.15,69,916.08 z—im
Rao ft.(Super| . 0n 17.07.2026 from
FlatNo.4/1, i Rs.21,620.00

(Ganesh Enclaves, Phase-3,
Haludbani Shiv Mandir Road,

of land 150 Sq.ft. bearing Flat No.

Eight Only) + Unapplied

Parsudih, Dist. Sub-Regi: , Block

Lo G/1 in the Ground Floor building| _Interestand charges
 Jamshedpur, a':::mnum, known as “MAA DURGA[ 22,07.2026 from
 Phase Il consisting| 02:00 PM to 05:00 PM
of Two Bed Rooms, One Dining
Drawing, One Kitchen,One Tolet,wit right of use and enjoyment of common passags,spces,
PlotNos. 1091 &
o No. 659, si Haludbani, Thana No. 1165, PS.

Dist.

within the

ang

state of Jharkhand, Vide S:It Deed No. 2022/JSR/36 BK1/3387 dated 22.07.2022 standing in the

name of Mr. A. Shrinivas Rao which is bounded as follows : Boundaries of Flat No. G/1: North-
Corridor, Entrance, Parking, South - Boundary Wall, East- Stair & Parking, West - Stair & Parking.

For ucmll:u

sale,

fer / visit to the website link htps: //www.

01.Branch : Station Road Hajipur Branch, Name of Borrower & Guarantor : MR JYOTI KUMAR (SINCE DECEASED )ALL ITS KNOWN LEGAL HEIRS at MAUZA-

BISHUNPUR BALADHARI VILLAGE: BALWAKAURI, P.O: DIGHI KALAP.S: HAJIPUR DISTRICT: VAISHALI PIN: 844101

Outstanding Amount: Rs. 16.26 Lakh withinterest+ other Expenses.,
13(2) :-16.07.2024 , Date of Possession Notice Section.13(4)- 19.10.2024

Description of the property: EQM of Land and Building in the name of Mrs Suman Kumari, W/o Jyoti Kumar (Co-Borrower) , Mauza ; Bishunpur Baladhari urf Balwa,

Thana »Ha]vpur ‘Sadar, Thana no : 110, Halka no: 8,. Anchal oﬂ‘ce Ha]l[pm DRO : Hajpur District: Vaishali,

Khata no: 175, Khesra no: 554, Area - 02% dec equivalentto 10

dhur,
Reserve Price : Rs. 14.98 Lakn

wumd Rs. 1.50 Lakh

est.- o

TERMS & CONDITIONS:-

2.Lastdate & time of

1. Date, Time of E- auction : 09.07.. 2026 11.00AM to 5.00 PM.

3. inspection Date & Time of the pmpeny 08.07.2026till 5.00PM

:08.07.2026 till 5.00 P.M.,

4. Please Contact for

ol
5. 15 days sale notice to BorrowerslGuarantors has already has been sent/ to be send by Regd. Post at their last known address. In case

this

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in Bank of India,
Secured creditor website i.e. https://baanknet.com

in/

com.
OfficeronTel. No.:0657-2249700 and MobileNo.: 9165226557.

Date: 19.06.2026

Sd/- Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY Notification No. 101/2026
Important Notice for the

Place:
Date:20.06.2026

Authorized Officer
Bank of India

¥ anw S
Bank of India

BOI*

Relationship beyond Banking.

BANK OF INDIA, ASSET RECOVERY DEPARTMENT
Hazaribagh Zone, 1st Floor, Bank of India Building, Near Wales Ground,
Saketpuri, Hazaribagh (Jharkhand) Phone — 06546-272185

Email - Hazaribagh.ard@bankofindia.co.in
NOTICE FOR PUBLIC AUCTION OF PLEDGED GOLD
JEWELLERY/ORNAMENTS/COINS

Itis hereby bmugm to the notice of the following gom loan borrowers, their legal heirs, persons engaged in busmess of gald lewellery/omamems/cums and
general the Bank,

Notice is hereby published that if they fail to deposit all their dues in their respective gold loan amuums (mcludmg up-to-date interest and all costs
charges/expenses) by 23-07-2026 , |hen from 11.00 AM 23-07-2026 their p!sdged gold Jewellerylamamentslwlns will be put up for public auction . The
borrower hadfailedtor auction i

premises( Padma Branch) of the gold ornaments s1ncﬂyon “Asis Whatis Basis" & “Whatever there is Basis" & “Without recourse Basis”. The auction will be

New Weekly Super Fast Express Train
In continuation to this office notification
no. 99/2026 dated 16.06.2026 it is
notified to provide facility to general
public that regular running of train
n0.12527/12528 Chhapra-Anand Vihar i
(T)-Chhapra weekly Super Fast : |
Express will start from 28.06.2026 Ex. Chhapra and from
29.06.2026 Ex. Anand Vihar (T) are as under:-

Train No. 12527/12528 Chhapra-Anand Vihar (T)-Chhapra

Train No.12527: Ex.CPR on Weekly : 28.06.2026 (Sunday)
Train No.12528: Ex.ANVT on Weekly .06.2026 (Monday)

Have fun
with facts
on Sundays

RefNo 12026-27/21 Date-20-06-2026 Authorised Officer

Date- 20.06.2026, Place : Hazaribag

Train No. 12527 Train No. 12528 conducte_d in branch premises (Padma Branch) on 24-07-2026 from 3:00 pm to 05:! QU pm. For this, B_ank shall not be held rgspo_nslble for any
(CPR-ANVT) (ANVT -CPR) : 5 e v ¥ ! 5 -
Persons interested to take part in the bidding should deposit eamest money with the Branch Manager by 23-07-2026 towards. Persons having taken partin
N ZI\:TION ‘:):h‘l: {| Departure final bidding must be able to deposit full amount to the Bank within 48 hours, failing which their eamest money, deposited with the Bank will be forfeited. Bank
20.50 lapra - = reserves the right to cancel the auction without assigning any reasons in case, the bidding pnoe soarrived at, is observed tobe Iow orinadequate. Further, if
CatCh the IatESt COIU mn Of 22.05 Ballia 0820 | 0825 needbe, , ime or place of th
23.10 Mau 07.10 | 07.15 SI.No| Account Name, Sanction | PresentO/S | Carat | Gross Weight & | Reserve price & | EMD Submission
| 2355 | Azamgarh | 06.30 | 06.35 | Number & Branch Amount Net Weight (in gms.)| EMD& Incremental | account detai
01.20 Shahganj |0450 | 0455 Bid amount & contact detail
0155 Jaunpur 0328 | 0330 | i
03.30 Sultanpur 01.38 | 0140 1 | Shyam Kumar Yadav 110000 | 106389.87 +int 18 15.48 & 14.50 300000/~ & 483290200000033
TR T B T 483225210000002 1000 &1000 | IFSC- BKID0004832
THE WEEK THAT WAS 08.20 | Kanpur Central | 21.35 | 21.40 Patima Padma Branch -
20 11.08 & 11.00 Mr -Mithlesh Kumar
. 1 11.50 Aligarh 18.08 18.10 7004588600
A quizon the week's development. 1320 Ghaziabad | 16.56 | 16,58 . - L -
1 4 00 TWM(‘I‘)T—WZ—S Branch Premises Detail: Padma,, district— Hazaribagh -825411
Rake Composition: AC First Class cum AC 2-Tier-01, Generator, 3% GSTwill be applied onthe Bld price
Car/Luggage-cum-Staff Coach-04, Second Class Chair Car (Non- Earnest Be Deposi 2307- for
D i e ottt o1 ELr Inspection date &time ofthe Gold:23-07-2026 12:00PMt0 02:00 PM (contact Branch Officer)
’ T —— lﬁ':' 22 CHIGTPadsabgir Trame Manaior, Gorskbpiir For More Details, RD, Zonal Office: 0651-2331932 , Vivek Kumar (Chief Manager RD)- 9934952811, PriyaLakra ( ManagerRD)- 9534044995 Chijef Manager &
/FIRST VOICE. LAST! "DO NOT TRAVEL WITH INFELAMMABLE ARTICLE IN TRAIN"




PATNA
SUNDAY
JUNE 21,2026

Sunday Hindustan Times

09

SPORT

Vinicius Jr celebrates scoring Brazil’s third goal during the FIFA World Cup Group C match against Haitiat the Philadelphia Stadium.

Vinicius Junior’s spark vs
Haiti gets Brazil on track

Vinicius' breakout
performance brought
Brazil back in the
wake of a -1 draw
against Morocco

Associated Press
portsdesk@hindustantimes.com

PHILADELPHIA: Vinicius Jinior
showed why he’s the most valua-
ble player for five-time World
Cup champion Brazil, scoring
one goal and helping to create
two others in a 3-0 victory over
Haiti on Friday night.

The soon-to-be 26-year-old
left winger scored at the end of
the first half on a breakaway,
casually flicking the ball past
Haitian goalkeeper Johny Plac-
ide. He also assisted on one goal
by Matheus Cunha and set up a
rebound that led to another.

Vinicius’ breakout perform-
ance brought Brazil back in the

wake of a 1-1 draw against
Morocco last week that left
coach Carlo Ancelotti apologiz-
ing to fans. After applying steady
pressure against Haiti in the
opening minutes, Brazil broke
through with an offensive tor-
rent.

“Everyone was feeling lighter
today and the field was also ina
better condition, so we were able
todo our soccer,” Vinicius said.
“We hope to continue in this
form and continue evolving and
improving in the competition,
which is what's most impor-
tant”

Vinicius took a bending shot
that rebounded off Placide’s
gloves and set up Cunha for the
put-away that made it 1-0. Thir-
teen minutes later, he set Cunha
up with a long feed that Cunha
drove into the net.

In the third minute of injury
time, it was Vinicius who cor-
ralled along pass and easily won
the l-on-1 matchup with the div-
ing goalkeeper.

He nearly had another assist
halfway through the second half
witha one-touch pass to an open
Gabriel Martinelli, who
launched the ball off the post.

Vinicius partly credited his
breakthrough to Ancelotti's deci-
sion to move him between the
forwards, a different position
than he’s used to.

“Idon’t play much there, but
whenever the coach asks me to
play there, I score, so I have to
listen to him more,” he said.

Before the game, the player
nicknamed “Vini" had said he
thought he had more to show in
the tournament — even after
scoring the goal that brought
Brazil even with Morocco.

He now believes Brazil is hit-
ting its stride.

“This was a very important
game for us,” he said. “We were
able to do our game. It gave us
tranquility and superiority
inside the field, where we were
able to do many plays and score
the goals.”

Coming off scoring 16 goals in
36 games with Real Madrid, he
made an effort to help the
defense on several occasions
against Haiti and created numer-
ous scoring chances.

Brazil and Morocco are tied
atop Group C with four points,
followed by Scotland with three.

The Brazilians are ranked
sixth in the world; Haiti is 85th
and became the first team elimi-
nated from the tournament.

Neymar to return

Neymar is expected to return
from a right calf injury and play
for Brazil in its final World Cup
group match, coach Carlo Ancel-
otti said. Neymar missed Brazil's
first two games of the tourna-
ment, including Friday’s 3-0 win
over Haiti.

Ancelotti said Neymar would
go through individual training
on Saturday, train with the team
on Monday and “will be availa-
ble” for Brazil when it closes
Group C play against Scotland

GETTYIMAGESP

on Wednesday in Miami Gar-
dens, Florida.

Neymar is Brazil's career scor-
ing leader with 79 goals in 129
international appearances.

The 34-year-old midfielder
has yet to practice in full ses-
sions with the team since report-
ing to Brazil’s squad while nurs-
ing the calf injury.

Looking to play in his fourth
‘World Cup, Neymar had tests on
his calf last Monday to deter-
mine the progress of the injury
that he sustained while playing
for Brazilian club Santos on May
17.

There was widespread debate
in Brazil over whether Neymar,
whose first World Cup was on
home soil in 2014, should have
been called up for the tourna-
ment. He has struggled since
returning from tearing the ACL
in his left knee in October 2023
ina World Cup qualifier.

Neymar has four goals and
two assists in eight matches for
Santos this year.

Neeraj back with
Doha D/L fourth,
gets CWG mark

Press Trust of India
sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

DOHA : Forced to delay the start
of his season due to an injury,
Indian javelin throw ace Neeraj
Chopra finished a creditable
fourth in the Doha Diamond
League event here.

The 28-year-old Chopra pro-
duced a best of 85.69m in his
third attempt, which placed him
fourth in the end in his season-
opening event on Friday night.

He breached the 82.6Im quali-
fying distance set by the Athlet-
ics Federation of India for the
upcoming Commonwealth
Games. He was carlier named in
the 32-member Indian team for
the Glasgow CWG (July 23 to
August 2).

Chopra has been hampered by
a back injury which he sustained
before the World Champion-
ships in Tokyo in September
2025.

He was competing here for
the first time after finishing
eighth in the World Champion-
ships. He has been training in
Switzerland since May 25 aftera
rehabilitation stintin Turkey.

Rising Sri Lankan star and
world leader Rumesh Tharanga
Pathirage won the title in the
star-studded field with a throw
of 88.68m.

Meanwhile, two-time world
champion Andersen Peters of
Grenada was second with 86.38.

American Curtis Thompson,
who won a bronze in the Tokyo
World Championships, was
third with 85.99m.

This was the first time Chopra
has not finished in top-two in a
Diamond League event in the

Neeraj Chopra. AEP

last four years. He has been in
top two in all the DL meetings he
had participated since finishing
second in Stockholm in June
2022 with a throw of 89.94m.

His first DL win came in Lau-
sanne in August the same year.
InDoha, he won the title in 2023,
before finishing second in 2024
and 2025

Chopra began with a foul and
was placed fourth after his sec-
ond round throw of 82.77m,
which sealed his 2026 Common-
wealth Games berth.

He did even better in his third
attempt, sending his spear to
85.69m, and jumping up one
place to third.

But once the 23-year-old
Pathirage took the lead with his
fourth round throw of 88.68m,
Chopra was pushed down to
fourth place.

India defeat Chile, set up Women'’s
Nations Cup final against New Zealand
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AUCKLAND: Navneet Kaur and
Deepika struck a brace each in
India’s dominant 6-0 win over
Chile that propelled the side to
the final of the FIH Hockey
‘Women’s Nations Cup here on
Saturday.

Navneet Kaur (6th, 13th) and
Deepika (14th, 18th) struck two
goalsapiece, while Neha (32nd)
and Rutuja Dadaso Pisal (39th)
also found the target as India
notched up their fourth succes-
sive winin the tournament.

Captain Salima Tete, who was
named player of the match, had
a key role in India’s emphatic

win with her all-round display.

India will face hosts New Zea-
land in the title clash on Sunday
after the hosts defeated United
States 4-1in shoot-off following
al-1draw at the end of regula-
tion time.India controlled pos-
session from the start and took
the lead through Navneet, who
converted the team’s first pen-
alty corner with a crisp strike
into the corner.

The lead doubled after Sal-
ima made a surging run down
the left flank before sending ina
precise cross for an unmarked
Navneet to deflect home in front
of goal. India struck again
almost immediately as drag-
flicker Deepika converted a pen-

alty corner to make it 3-0,
before adding another from a
set-piece in the 18th minute to
put the contest firmly beyond
Chile’s reach.

Deepika’s brace also took her
to the top of the tournament’s
scoring chart with six goals.

Leading 4-0 at half-time,
India continued to dominate
after the break. Neha made it
5-0 with another successful
penalty corner conversion,
underlining India’s efficiency
from set-pieces.

Rutuja then joined the score-
sheet, sounding the board with
areverse hit from open play as
India stretched the margin to
SIX.

Hosts USA enter knockout,
Morocco defeat Scotland

Agencies
sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LOS ANGELES: The United States
marched into the last 32 of the
‘World Cup on Friday with a 2-0
victory over Australia as Brazil
rediscovered their scoring
touch to eliminate Haiti,

A day after Mexico sealed
their place in the knockout
rounds, the USA emulated their
fellow World Cup co-hosts with
a clinical Group D win over
Australia in Seattle.

A Cameron Burgess own goal
in the lith minute and a headed
effort from Alex Freeman two
minutes before half-time sealed
a comfortable win for Mauricio
Pochettino’s side, who have
advanced to the second phase of
the tournament with a game to
spare.

After an unconvincing
build-up to the World Cup, the
Americans have made a dream
start to the tournament with
Friday's victory following a styl-
ish 4-1 demolition of Paraguay
in their opening game last week.

A day of celebration for the
co-hosts got even better later
Friday after Paraguay’s 1-0 vic-
tory over Turkey confirmed that
the US would clinch top spotin
Group D, ensuring a theoreti-
cally easier draw in the last 32.

“It was a fantastic game
again, very good first half,”
Pochettino said. “I think we
dominated the game against a
very tough team. When the
draw happened in December I
thought it was going to be a
really difficult, a really tough
game.”

Paraguay meanwhile remain
alive in the tournament after
their gritty 1-0 victory in Santa
Clara that eliminated Turkey.

Matias Galarza’s strike after
just 63 seconds secured all three
points for Paraguay in a game
that saw the South Americans’
Miguel Almiron become the
first player ever to be sent off for
covering his mouth while con-
fronting an opponent under
new FIFA rules.

Former Newcastle player
Almiron was given his march-
ing orders in first half stoppage
time after covering his mouth
while he appeared to direct a

USA celebrate against Australia.

comment at Turkey’s Mert Mul-

dur.

FIFA announced in April that
players who cover their mouths
in confrontations with oppo-
nents will be given a red card,
part of an initiative designed to
tackle racism.

In other games on Friday,
Brazil took control of their des-
tiny in Group C with a 3-0 vic-
tory over Haiti that ended the
Caribbean nation’s chances of
reaching the last 32. The result
ensured Haiti will finish bottom
of Group C and are the first
team to be elimiated.

Brazil's victory though was
marred by an apparent injury to
star forward Raphinha, who left
the game in the 40th minute
after an innocuous-looking tus-
sle with Haiti defender Martin
Experience.

Brazil coach Carlo Ancelotti
was unable to provide an
update on Raphinha’s injury aft-
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erwards. However, Neymar
could return for the next match
against Scotland, he hinted.

Brazil are now level on four
points with Morocco in Group
C, but lead the North Africans
on goal difference.

Morocco secured their first
win of the tournament on Fri-
day with a 1-0 defeat of Scotland
at Foxborough, Massachusetts.

Ismael Saibari scored the
games’s only goal, lashing home
a thunderous angled strike in
the second minute to leave the
Scots reeling.

Morocco will face Haiti in
their final Group C, while Brazil
take on the Scots in Miami.

“Tonight we showed we can
compete with top teams in the
top 10. Brazil will be a different
game.”

“They play with less structure
but they have quality that can
hurt you at any point,” Scot-
land’s John McGinn said.

Kohli recovering
well, Hardik out

Press Trust of India
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NEW DELHI: Star batter Virat
Kohli is progressing well in his
recovery from the right ham-
string injury sustained during
the IPL and will report to the
BCCI Centre of Excellence (CoE)
on June 22 for re-evaluation and
further planning.

It has been learnt that a
member of the CoE sports sci-
ence team visited the United
Kingdom to assess Kohli’s fit-
ness status before handing him
a rehabilitation programme.
Kohli resides in London with
his family.

He had sustained a ham-
string niggle during the IPL
final against Gujarat Titans in
Ahmedabad.

“Virat Kohli is progressing
well following right hamstring
injury sustained in the IPL. He
was assessed by the CoE team in
London and handed over the
program to continue in the ini-
tial phase of rehab and he will
report to the CoE on 22nd June
2026 for re-evaluation, further
planning and subsequent clear-
ance,” the fitness update from

COE’s sports science team sent
to the selection committee and
team management stated.

“Virat will get the fitness
clearance after a fitness test on
Monday in Bengaluru. Before
that he is doing a promotional
event in Delhi on Sunday,” a
BCCI source aware of develop-
ments told PTL

Incidentally in 2025, when
Indian Test squad was in Lon-
don, the support staff members
had evaluated his fitness as he
had back then already
announced his retirement from
red ball format.

Meanwhile, all-rounder Har-
dik Pandya hasn't recovered
from the quadriceps strain sus-

ASHMITA CHALIHA
LOSES IN SEMI-
FINALS, INDIA'S
MACAU OPEN
CAMPAIGN ENDS
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tained before the
ODI series. He is not in a posi-
tion to bowl his full quota of
overs and has been ruled out of
the England ODI series.

Pandya will more time before
returning to full fitness.

“Hardik Pandya has not been
able to attain requisite amount
of bowling volume and condi-
tioning required for an ODI for-
mat and will require more time
to regain complete fitness for an
ODL" said a source.

Almiron handed red card for covering mouth

Paraguay’s Miguel Almiron (L) leaves the field after red card for

comments with mouth covered in the game vs Turkiye. GETTYIMAGES
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SANTA CLARA: Paraguay mid-
fielder Miguel Almiron became
the first player issued with a
red card at the World Cup for
covering his mouth, getting
sent off during a confrontation
late in the first half against
Turkiye.

The infraction came during
first-half stoppage time in the
Group D match on Friday night
when Almiron and Mert Mul-
der exchanged words following
afoul near midfield.

Almiron covered his mouth
while saying something to Mul-
der, who immediately appealed
to referee Ivan Barton for pun-
ishment. Barton went to video
review and quickly ruled that
Almiron would be given a red
card and ejected under a new
rule put in place for this year's

World Cup. “According to the
law, if you cover your mouth
you're sent off. Red card,”
coach Gustavo Alfaro said.

“There’s nothing I can do
about that. Unfortunately, we
can’t issue a new opinion on
this.”

Paraguay led 1-0 at the time
and held on for the win despite
playing a man down for the
entire second half. Alfaro said
he tried to cheer Almiron up
after the game, telling him his
absence brought out the “fight-
ing spirit” of the team.

“He apologised to the players
for his mistake,” Alfaro said.
“He knew about the situation
he had left his teammates in
with his actions. ... It happened
and it happened.”

FIFA president Gianni Infan-
tino pushed for the new rule
after Benfica's Gianluca Pres-
tianni tried to hide verbal

insults toward Real Madrid’s
Vinicius Jtnior in a Champions
League game.

Alfaro said the team was well
aware of the rule even if it
might be too harsh.

“I fear we are too strict and
football loses its essence,”
Alfaro said. “In football, there's
frictions, fights, clashes.”

The red card means Almiron
will miss the final group stage
match against Australia with
second place in Group D on the
line. FIFA could choose to
lengthen a suspension to side-
line Almiron for a knockout
round match.” I hope the pen-
alty is he misses as few matches
as possible,” Alfaro said.

“He was very sorry and he
was heavily affected. " This is the
second time in two games at
the World Cup that Almiron
was carded under a new rule in
place this year.”

MACAU : India’s campaign at the
Macau Open Super 300 bad-
minton tournament came to an
end after Ashmita Chaliha suf-
fered a straight-game defeat to
South Korea’s Park Ga Eun in
the women'’s singles semifinals
here on Saturday.

‘The world No. 63 Indian went
down 17-21, 9-21 to world No. 61
Park in a contest lasting 38 min-
utes.

Ashmita looked on course to
take the opening game when
she builta15-11 lead.

The Korean, however, staged
astrong comeback by winning
six consecutive points to move
ahead 16-15.

The Indian responded well to
draw level at17-17, only for Park
to raise her game once again
and pocket the next four points
to seal the first game 21-17.

The momentum stayed with
the South Korean in the second
game as Ashmita struggled to
find her rhythm.

After the scores were tied at
3-3, Park gradually pulled away,
opening up a 9-5 advantage
before extending her lead fur-
ther with a series of attacking
winners and tight net play.

Ashmita was unable to halt
the Korean's surge as Park
maintained complete control of
the rallies and comfortably
closed out the game to secure
her place in the final.

The defeat brought an end to
India’s campaign in the tourna-
ment, as eighth seeded Indian
‘Anmol Kharb had earlier made
a quarterfinal exit by going
down to Han Qian Xi.
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