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WASHINGTON

THE US Senate passed a largely 
symbolic resolution on Tuesday 
calling for an end to Donald 
Trump’s war with Iran, deliver-
ing a fresh rebuke to the White 
House as it tries to negotiate a 
lasting settlement with Tehran.

The House-passed measure, 
adopted by the Senate in a 50-48 
vote, directs Trump to remove 
US forces from hostilities with 
Iran unless Congress explicitly 
authorises military action. Be-
cause the measure is a “concur-
rent resolution,” it does not go to 
Don’s desk for signature. AFP

Cong puts Don 
on notice with 
vote to end war

Iran claims victory, says 
deal marked US defeat
Trump says Iran dropped plans to charge ships passing via Hormuz

TEHRAN

IRAN called the deal to end 
the West Asia war “a declara-
tion of  America’s defeat” on 
Wednesday, as US Secretary 
of  State Marco Rubio renewed 
Washington’s commitment to 
Gulf  security during a re-
gional tour, seeking to reas-
sure allies hit hard by Iran 
during the conflict.

Iran’s top negotiator Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf  said the 
Islamabad understanding “was 
not the result of  pressure and 
coercion, but rather the result 
of  the resistance and authority 
of  the brave Iranian nation”. 
He said security in West Asia 
must be ensured by countries 
of  the region and called for “in-
teraction” and “coexistence”.

Rubio reassures Gulf
Rubio held talks with UAE Pres-
ident Sheikh Mohamed bin Za-
yed in Abu Dhabi before head-

ing to Kuwait and Bahrain. His 
spokesperson Tommy Pigott 
said they discussed US Presi-
dent memorandum of  under-
standing with Iran, efforts to 
secure full and safe 
transit through the 
Strait of  Hormuz 
and the importance 
of  peace and stabili-
ty in the region. 

Pigott said Rubio thanked the 
UAE for its support and “reaf-
firmed the US commitment to 
the security of  the Emirates”

Trump on Hormuz
Trump wrote on Truth Social 
that Iran had informed that 
there were “no tolls, no insur-
ance costs, & no other charges 
of  any kind” on ships travel-
ling through the Strait of  Hor-
muz, though he did not say 
whether the commitment 
would outlast the 60-day negoti-
ating period.

Inspection dispute
A week after the US and Iran 
signed interim deal, differ-
ences surfaced over nuclear 
inspections. International 

Atomic Energy Agen-
cy chief  Rafael Mari-
ano said inspections 
of  Iran’s enrichment 
sites are going to hap-
pen. AFP

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and 
US chargé d’affaires Steven Butler 
attend a flag-raising ceremony at the 
US Embassy in Kuwait City |  AFP

UN experts accuse Israel  
of killing children in Gaza
JERUSALEM

A team of  independent experts 
commissioned by the United 
Nations accused Israel of  delib-
erately shooting children in 
Gaza and repeated its accusa-
tion that Israel has committed 
genocide in the territory. 

Israel has denied claims that 
it committed genocide during 
its 2 1/2-year war in Gaza.

The commission said in its 
report Tuesday that roughly 
30% of  the Palestinians killed 
from October 2023 to October 
2025 — more than 20,000 in total 
— were children. 

Israel has denied deliberate-
ly targeting civilians and 

pushed back on accusations, in-
cluding from rights groups, 
that it committed genocide in 
Gaza. 

Israel’s Foreign Ministry 
called the report a “libelous 
sham” and said the claims in-
cluded hadn’t been verified. It 
also criticised commission. AP

Displaced Palestinian children play on a 
swing at a tent camp | AP

Ukraine struck natural 
gas plant of Russia
KYIV

UKRAINIAN forces struck a major natural gas 
processing plant and two key satellite communica-
tions centers in their latest nighttime attacks on 
Russia, Ukraine’s General Staff  said  on Wednesday. 
The operation was part of  Ukraine’s aerial campaign 
targeting energy facilities and military industries 
that has intensified as Kyiv builds bigger and better 
long-range weapons to ward off  Russia’s full-scale 
invasion, now in its fifth year.

In response, Moscow has ordered the redeployment 
of  some air defense systems from Russian regions to 
the capital and to Crimea’s Kerch Bridge, a crucial 
link for supplying Russian troops, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy said. The bridge connects 
the Crimean Peninsula with the Russian mainland. 
“It is important that as many Russians as possible 
come to understand that it is the Russian leadership’s 
rejection of  diplomacy,” Zelenskyy said on X.  AP

A fire rages in a multistory building after Russia’s air  attack in 
Druzhkivka, Donetsk region, Ukraine |  AP

Federal judge bars Prez 
Trump administration
WASHINGTON

A federal judge on Wednesday permanently barred 
President Donald Trump’s administration from im-
plementing most of  his first executive order on elec-
tions, part of  which sought to require people to show 
documentary proof  of  citizenship when they register 
to vote.

The ruling by US District Court Judge Denise 
Casper in Boston effectively converts a preliminary 
injunction she issued a year ago, in which she tem-
porarily blocked many of  Trump’s efforts to over-
haul elections, into a permanent ban.

Casper rejected the administration’s argument that 
the lawsuit to block the changes brought by Demo-
cratic state attorneys general was premature because 
the rules had yet to be implemented. Instead, she 
agreed that the Constitution gives states.  AP
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