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Telangana HC 
orders CBI probe  
into death of 
law graduate 
T G  N A I D U  @ Hyderabad

THE Telangana High Court has 
transferred the investigation into 
the suspicious death of  a young law 
graduate from Suryapet district to 
the Central Bureau of  Investigation 
(CBI), holding that the circumstanc-
es warranted an independent and 
credible probe.

Justice N Tukaramji allowed a 
writ petition filed by Dharavath 
Bhaskar, father of  Dharavath 
Nikhil, who went missing on Octo-
ber 9, 2022, and was found dead in a 
canal two days later.

The petitioner alleged that inves-
tigators prematurely treated the 
death as suicide, failed to properly 
collect and preserve evi-
dence,  including 
CCTV footage, call-
detail records and 
digital material, 
and ignored possi-
ble interference by 
influential persons. 
He also questioned the 
manner in which the case was ini-
tially investigated and sought an in-
dependent probe.

The CID defended its investiga-
tion, stating that witness examina-
tion, call-data and tower-location 
analysis, CCTV verification and fo-
rensic material supported death by 
drowning. It submitted that all an-
gles, including murder, were being 
examined after the case was altered 
to Section 302 IPC.

Justice Tukaramji noted prima 
facie material indicating a suspi-
cious death, unexplained inconsist-
encies in the investigation and con-
flicting medical opinions. The court 
also recorded a reasonable appre-
hension of  bias.

Tungabhadra Dam 
crest gates to be 
inaugurated today
Karnataka CM will inaugurate project in presence  
of his Andhra Pradesh and Telangana counterparts

E X P R E S S  R E A D

15-month-old girl dies after falling  
into water sump, body retrieved
Hyderabad: A 15-month-old girl died after accidentally 
falling into a water sump at Shivareddy Guda under the 
Ghatkesar police station limits on Tuesday. The victim 
was identified as Nainika. Police said her parents, 
Sampangi Mahesh and Saritha, had migrated from 
Nagarkurnool to Hyderabad for labour work. According to 
police, Nainika was playing in front of the house while 
family members were inside. A person who went to fetch 
water noticed that the child had fallen into the sump. 
Family members immediately pulled her out and rushed 
her to a nearby hospital, where doctors declared her dead

Youth arrested for sexually assaulting 
minor girl at homestay in Kerala
Kasaragod: A 25-year-old youth has been arrested for 
sexually assaulting a Class 8 student after luring her to a 
homestay in Rajapuram. The Special Court for the trial of 
offences under the Pocso Act, Hosdurg, has remanded 
him in judicial custody for two weeks. The incident took 
place in May, during the school summer vacation, when 
the accused took the victim to a homestay and assaulted 
her twice. The incident came to light after the girl spoke 
about it during a recent counselling session at her school. 
The school authorities then alerted the Ambalathara 
police who filed a Pocso case against the youth

Industrial inspection 
portal of TN remains 
non-functional
S  V  K R I S H N A  C H A I T A N Y A  @ Chennai

SIX years ago, the Tamil Nadu government issued a 
Government Order (GO) to establish a Central In-
spection System (CIS) to improve transparency in 
industrial safety inspections. The platform, however, 
remains non-functional, raising concerns over regu-
latory oversight in the wake of  a series of  industrial 
accidents, including the ammonia gas leak in Tiru-
vallur district on Sunday that claimed 10 lives.

In October 2020, the Industries Department issued 
the GO creating the Tamil Nadu Central Inspection 
System (TNCIS), an integrated online portal intend-
ed to coordinate inspections carried out by the Direc-

torate of  Industrial Safety and Health 
(DISH), Tamil Nadu Pollution Con-
trol Board (TNPCB), Labour Depart-
ment and Directorate of  Boilers. 

The order mandated the publica-
tion of  inspection schedules, alloca-

tion of  inspectors, and inspection re-
ports to enhance transparency and 

accountability. It also envisaged the creation of  a 
State-Level Inspection Group to periodically review 
the system. 

The move followed a directive issued in May 2020 
by the Department for Promotion of  Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT) and the union finance minis-
try under the Business Reform Action Plan (BRAP), 
which made the establishment of  such systems man-
datory in all States and Union Territories.

However, a visit to the TNCIS portal hosted by 
Guidance Tamil Nadu shows that it contains virtu-
ally no publicly accessible inspection data. The DISH 
website provides only broad statistics on inspections 
and registered factories.

K I R A N  B A L A N N A N A V A R  @ Hosapete 

IN a landmark event for the Tungab-
hadra reservoir, the newly installed 
crest gates of  the Tungabhadra Dam 
will be formally inaugurated at Mu-
nirabad in Koppal district on Thurs-
day, with the Chief  Ministers of  Kar-
nataka, Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana expected to share the 
stage.

The inauguration ceremony, to be 
held at the Government High School 
grounds in Munirabad, marks the 
completion of  the replacement of  all 
33 crest gates of  the reservoir, con-
sidered the lifeline of  eight districts 
spread across Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana.

Karnataka Chief  Minister DK Shi-
vakumar will inaugurate the project 
in the presence of  Andhra Pradesh 
Chief  Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu and Telangana Chief  Minister 
A Revanth Reddy. 

People’s representatives from Kop-
pal, Ballari, Vijayanagara, Raichur 
and Gadag districts, besides senior 
officials from the Centre, the three 
States, the Tungabhadra Board and 
the Water Resources Department, 
are expected to participate in the 
event. Meanwhile threes States’ Dep-
uty CMs and water resources minis-
ters will also be present at the 
event. 

Constructed in 1945 and commis-
sioned in the early 1950s, the Tunga-
bhadra reservoir has served as a ma-
jor source of  irrigation, drinking 

water and industrial supply to large 
parts of  Karnataka and the erstwhile 
Andhra Pradesh. The spillway gates 
had functioned safely for over seven 
decades until Gate No. 19 was washed 
away due to the force of  water on Au-
gust 10, 2024, triggering concerns 
over the dam’s safety.

Acting swiftly,  of ficials of   
the Tungabhadra Board installed 
stop logs to plug the breach and pre-
vent water loss, ensuring that irriga-
tion requirements during the kharif  
and rabi seasons were not affected.

Following the incident, an expert 
committee headed by National Dam 
Safety Authority chairman Anil 
Jain, along with crest gate specialist 
AK Bajaj, inspected the reservoir 
and recommended replacement of  
all the gates. 

Another technical assessment led 
by engineer Kannaiah Naidu advised 
restricting water storage to 80 tmcft 
to meet irrigation, drinking water 
and industrial needs until the works 
were completed. The replacement 
project, estimated at `58 crore, was 
awarded through a tender process. 


