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TYRE

LEBANON’s health ministry 
said an Israeli airstrike on Tyre 
killed at least eight people on 
Tuesday, with the Israeli mili-
tary warning the entire city to 
evacuate shortly after the 
strike. Lebanon’s state-run Na-
tional News Agency reported 
raids on more than a dozen oth-
er locations across the coun-
try’s south, as Israel pressed on 
with its war against the mili-
tant group Hezbollah.

It is acting despite a warn-
ing the day before from Iran 
that it would resume attacking 
Israel if  it continued striking 
its neighbour. Tehran insists 
that Lebanon must be part of  
any deal to end the wider West 
Asia war, which Hezbollah 
dragged Lebanon into on 
March 2 by attacking Israel in 
support of  its backer Iran.

An AFP correspondent saw 
residents of  Tyre fleeing and 
heavy traffic heading north 
after the Israeli warning. An-
other correspondent in the 
coastal city of  Sidon, further 
north, saw displaced people 
arriving from Tyre, some 
with belongings hastily 
strapped to the roof  of  their 
cars. AFP

Israel strike 
kills 8, warns 
residents to 
evacuate Tyre

DUBAI

US President Donald Trump 
blamed Iran for shooting down 
a US Army helicopter near the 
Strait of  Hormuz on Tuesday 
and said the United States 
must respond to the attack.

In the first known operation 
of  its kind by the American 
military, a drone boat rescued 
the two aviators who were 
aboard the Apache attack heli-
copter when it went down near 
the critical shipping lane that 
Iran has effectively closed dur-
ing its war with the US and Is-
rael.  Trump said in a social 
media post that military offi-
cials told him “the Iranians 
shot down one of  our highly 
sophisticated Apache Helicop-
ters.” He added that both serv-
ice members “are safe and un-
injured.”  “Nevertheless, the 
United States must, of  neces-
sity, respond to this attack,” 
Trump wrote.

The downing of  the helicop-
ter further strained a two-
month ceasefire a day after 
Iran and Israel ex-
changed fire for the 
first time since the 
fragile truce took ef-
fect. Iranian state tel-
evision said Tuesday 
that the Israeli at-
tacks killed at least 
two members of  the country’s 
air-defence units.

Since the US and Israel be-
gan striking Iran on February 
28, the war has shaken the glo-
bal economy, driven up energy 

prices around the world and 
made many basics, including 
food, more expensive. 

Officials have been unable 
to turn the April ceasefire into 
a deal to permanently end the 
conflict, particularly as Israel 
intensifies and expands its 
military campaign in Lebanon 

against the Iranian-
backed militia Hez-
bollah. The crash 
happened about 3.30 
am local time Tues-
day off  the coast of  
Oman while the heli-
copter was on a pa-

trol, US Central Command said. 
An unmanned boat located the 
two aviators after they spent 
about two hours in the water, 
said Capt. Tim Hawkins, a 
spokesman for US Central Com-

mand. He said it was the first 
known drone rescue at sea by 
the US military.

Military officials did not say 
what caused the Apache helicop-
ter to go down, saying the crash 
was under investigation. Trump 
said he had just learned Iran 
was responsible before posting 
his accusation Tuesday. AH-64 
Apache helicopters have been a 
key asset for the American mili-
tary as it enforces a blockade on 
Iranian crude oil shipments and 
tankers, seeking to pressure Te-
hran into a deal. The helicopters 
have also been used by the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates to shoot down 
Iranian drones. The drone used 
to perform the rescue was a 24-
foot vessel called a Corsair, 
Hawkins said. It’s manufactured 
by Saronic Technologies. AP

Trump blames Iran for downing US 
copter near Hormuz, vows response
Earlier upbeat on Iran talks; drone boat rescues two crew after crash

Smoke and debris rise following an Israeli  airstrike in Tyre  |  AP

Xi caps rare North Korea 
trip with display of unity
SEOUL

CHINESE President Xi Jin-
ping returned home on Tues-
day following a rare trip to 
North Korea that included a 
bilateral meeting and public 
appearances with leader Kim 
Jong Un underscoring a joint 
push to reestablish the alliance 
between their countries.

Xi Jinping flew to the capital 
Pyongyang on Monday in his 
first visit there in seven years. 
During their summit later in 
the day, Xi expressed China’s 
willingness to expand coopera-
tion in a wide range of  areas 
including trade, agriculture, 
construction and technology, 
while Kim said the two  
countries will maintain their 
friendship as “the most impor-
tant top-priority strategic 
work,” according to Chinese 
and North Korean state media 
reports.

Xi Jinping and Kim Jong Un 
on Tuesday visited a North Ko-
rea-China friendship tower 
honoring Chinese soldiers who 
fought alongside North Korea 
during the 1950-53 Korean War. 
They stressed the importance 
of  carrying forward the coun-
tries’ traditional friendship 
and spirit of  resistance against 
the United States, Chinese state 
media reported.

The leaders, who last met in 
Beijing in September, also 
toured a ruling Workers’ Party 
training school and planted a 
fir tree symbolising bilateral 
ties. Xi later attended a lunch-
eon and farewell ceremony be-
fore returning to Beijing, Chi-
nese state media said.

Experts say Xi sought to re-
store China’s sway over North 
Korea as Kim sought benefits in 
return. State media highlighted 
deeper ties and Kim’s backing 
of  Beijing’s Taiwan stance. AP

Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and his wife Peng Liyuan, second left, 
accompanied by North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, second right, and his wife his 
wife Ri Sol Ju, attend a welcome ceremony in Pyongyang |  PTI

EU proposes 
visa ban for 
Russians who 
served in war
BRUSSELS

THE EU is seeking to impose a 
visa ban on Russians who 
fought in Ukraine, as part of  a 
new round of  sanctions on Mos-
cow over the war, European 
Commission chief  Ursula von 
der Leyen said on Tuesday.

The proposed package — the 
21st round to target Russia 
since its 2022 invasion — also 
includes maintaining a price 
cap on Russian oil and hitting 
cryptocurrency exchanges 
used to dodge sanctions.

“Our sanctions keep biting 
hard and cutting deep. They are 
weakening the economic founda-
tions of  Russia’s war effort,” von 
der Leyen said. The EU chief  
said the aim of  the visa ban for 
fighters was to make sure that
“Europe stays off-limits for any-
one who has participated in the
invasion of  Ukraine”.

“We propose for the first time 
to ban entry into the European 
Union for anyone who has 
served in the Russian armed 
forces since the beginning of  the 
w a r , ”  s h e  s a i d .  
 AFP

Philippines 
protests  
Chinese 
‘structure’
MANILA

THE Philippines has pro-
tested China’s deploy-
ment of  what Manila de-
scribes as a floating 
“structure” with person-
nel on a disputed shoal 
in the South China Sea, 
fearing it could be a part 
of  Beijing’s effort to turn 
the uninhabited atoll 
into an island base, Phil-
ippine officials said on 
Tuesday.

The Department of  For-
eign Affairs said, without 
elaborating, that it lodged 
a protest over China’s lat-
est action on the Scarbor-
ough Shoal, which was 
spotted by the Philippine 
military and coast guard. 

China dismissed Ma-
nila’s concern and reiter-
ated that it has “indisput-
able sovereignty” over 
the shoal and adjacent 
waters, without respond-
ing or offering any details 
t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e 
officials.

“Any activities China 
conducts on Huangyan 
Island, including scien-
tific research, are the le-
gitimate rights of  a sov-
ereign state,” Ministry of  
Foreign Affairs spokes-
person Lin Jian said in 
Beijing. 

“China urges the Phil-
ippine side to cease mari-
time infringements and 
provocations and stop 
hyping up the issue,” he 
added.

China deployed ships to 
guard the uninhabited 
Scarborough in 2012, after 
weeks of  a tense standoff  
with Philippine ships, 
prompting Manila to 
bring its disputes with 
Beijing to international 
arbitration, which the 
Philippines largely won. 

Citing the 1982 UN Con-
vention on the Law of  the 
Sea, the 2016 arbitration 
ruling invalidated China’s 
claims to virtually the en-
tire South China Sea. 

China, however, refused 
to participate in the arbi-
tration initiated by the 
Philippines and dismissed 
the ruling as a sham, 
claiming it was concocted 
by the United States with 
the Philippines. AP
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