
11,000 prisoners
to be freed from Tajikistan jails as 
part of the independence anniversary
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Putin hosts ASEAN leaders in 
Kazan to deepen ties

MOSCOW

RUSSIA’s President Vladimir Putin is host-
ing leaders of  the Association of  Southeast 
Asian Nations at a meeting Wednesday 
that seeks to bolster business and other 
ties with members of  the regional bloc.

The two-day meeting, being held in Ka-
zan, is set to consider ways to expand Rus-
sia’s “strategic partnership” with ASEAN 
nations that include Brunei, Cambodia, In-
donesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, East 
Timor and Vietnam, according to Kremlin 
foreign affairs adviser Yuri Ushakov.

The regional bloc has maintained rela-
tions with Moscow as a “dialogue partner” 
and engaged Russian officials in annual 
top-level meetings, he said. The summit in 
Kazan, on the Volga River, marks the 35th 
anniversary of  Russia-ASEAN relations. 
In a message greeting participants in a 
business forum held on the sidelines of  the 
summit, Putin said he was confident that 
it will “create new opportunities for ex-
panding mutually beneficial trade, invest-
ment, and industrial cooperation, while 
also strengthening direct dialogue between 
our business communities.”

Ushakov said the agenda includes ex-
changing views on global and regional is-

sues and reviewing efforts to develop Rus-
sia-ASEAN ties. He emphasized that the 
participants are set to underline their ad-
herence to “forming a just and democratic 
multipolar world order based on the prin-
ciples of  international law and the United 
Nations Charter.” Ushakov praised Russia-
ASEAN ties and said Putin would hold bi-
lateral meetings with ASEAN leaders at the 
summit co-chaired with Philippine Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Junior. AP

Vladimir Putin and Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov greet 
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr  during the 
Russia-ASEAN summit in Kazan |  AP

EVIAN-LES-BAINS

THE Group of  Seven wrapped up three 
days of  talks in the French Alps on 
Wednesday with discussions on the con-
tentious future of  artificial intelligence. 
Executives of  leading AI companies in-
cluding OpenAI CEO Sam Altman, 
Google DeepMind CEO Demis Hassabis 
and Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei at-
tended discussions with US President 
Donald Trump and other leaders of  in-
dustrial nations in the lakeside resort of  
Evian-les-Bains.

At a lunch on Wednesday the digital 
sphere took centre stage, with some 
European G7 members pushing for 
more security to protect minors in a 
fast-changing world. G7 leaders called 
on tech firms “to develop and apply 
technology and systems that ensure 
safe, secure and age-appropriate expe-
riences,” according to a joint 
statement.

French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron called for “better regulation” of  
artificial intelligence, warning of  the 
risk of  “non-cooperation between
democracies.”

The G7 leaders spent the bulk of  the 
meetings discussing the war between 
Russia and Ukraine and a tentative 
deal to end the Iran war. Trump did not 
reveal details of  the agreement expect-
ed to be signed ceremonially by the 
United States and Iran on Friday in 
Switzerland, saying “nobody knows 
what it is but it’s very strong.” 

In contrast to last year’s G7, when 
Trump walked out early, the leaders 
agreed on a final statement involving 

key geopolitical issues including 
Ukraine and Russia. “It was tough 
work but worth it,” German Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz said, describing the 
statement as a “success”.

As well as increasing supplies of  air 
defence equipment to Ukraine more 
than four years into the war launched 
by Russia, the leaders agreed to “in-
crease the pressure on the Russian war 
economy” by strengthening sanctions, 
including on Moscow’s fossil fuel rev-
enues, the statement said.

President Emmanuel Macron hailed 
a “very deep change in the US ap-
proach” towards Ukraine, saying 
Trump had understood that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin was not in-
terested in peace. Canadian Prime 
Minister Mark Carney said he had not-
ed a US “change in tone with respect to 
Ukraine”. Agencies

G7 wraps up with AI push & 
focus on Ukraine, Iran talks

BRUSSELS

NATO Secretary-General Mark 
Rutte played down on Wednes-
day the impact of  the Trump 
administration’s decision to 
cut back the number of  troops 
and military equipment it 
would provide its allies should 
they come under attack.

NATO’s supreme allied com-
mander, an American, is work-
ing on backup plans to defend 

Europe after the 
US signaled on 
June 3 that it 
would no longer 
supply an air-
craft carrier and 
support ships, 
aerial refueling 
planes and doz-
ens of  fighter 

jets, among other military as-
sets, in a crisis. But Rutte said 
the US is not withdrawing 
more troops from Europe. 

“This is not about where 
forces and assets are currently 
located,” he said on the eve of  
a meeting of  NATO defense 
ministers that he will chair in 
Brussels. 

“It’s about who would do 
what if  our defense plans were 
activated. So, let’s say in case 
of  an Article 5 situation,” Rutte 
told reporters. AFP

NATO chief 
downplays 
impact of US 
military cuts

BEIRUT

LEBANESE President Joseph 
Aoun said on Wednesday that 
his country’s negotiations with 
Israel in Washington were in-
dependent of  the US-Iran deal 
to bring an end to the West Asia 
conflict. Lebanon and Israel 
have been holding direct talks 
in Washington since April, 
seeking to end the hostilities 
between Israel and Hezbollah 
and separate their conflict from 
the wider regional war.

But the announcement on 
Monday of  the US-Iran deal, 
which Iran and mediator Paki-
stan say includes Lebanon, has 
reshuffled the cards. 

“The assurances we have re-
ceived, and what we insist on, is 
that Lebanon’s path in the nego-
tiations is independent, though 

we are certainly for a ceasefire 
and for any country that helps 
us, including Iran,” Aoun said, 
according to a statement from 
his office. But “interference in 
Lebanese affairs is not permit-
ted”, he added. The president 
expressed hope that next week’s 
fifth round of  talks “will be 
more positive, particularly con-
sidering the US administra-
t ion’s  g reat  interest  in 
Lebanon”.

“The Lebanese state is sover-
eign in its decision-making, and 
for the first time, it is the one 
conducting the negotiations, 
and nobody is negotiating for 
us,” he said.

 “I reassure the Lebanese that 
nobody is tying us to any other 
country, and any settlement will 
be through us, not at our ex-
pense,” he added. AFP

Funeral procession  
to pass through Iraq

TEHRAN: An Iranian official said 
on Wednesday that the funeral 
procession for late supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
killed in US-Israeli strikes in 
February, will pass through Iraq 
before his burial in Mashhad on 
July 9. Tehran mayor Alireza 
Zakani said ceremonies would 
run from July 4-9, with 
processions in Iraq on July 8 and 
expectations of up to 20 million 
mourners in Tehran.

Pakistan to help 
repatriate 30 Iranians

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is 
facilitating the repatriation of 30 
Iranian nationals, including 
fishermen and crew members 
detained after a US interdiction, 
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar 
said on Wednesday. Eight 
fishermen rescued at sea and 22 
crew members are expected to 
transit through Karachi. 
Islamabad said it was 
coordinating with Iran, the US and 
the UK to ensure their safe return.

China to provide aid to 
war-hit Iran, Lebanon

BEIJING: China will provide a new 
batch of humanitarian aid to Iran 
and Lebanon to support 
rehabilitation and reconstruction 
efforts, the Foreign Ministry said 
on Wednesday.  China had 
provided emergency aid earlier 
this year and pledged to play an 
active role in securing peace in 
West Asia and advancing stability 
in the conflict-hit region.

Iran to reopen Hormuz, regain access 
to oil markets under proposed MoU
Deal opens a 60-day period for nuclear talks while offering Tehran benefits with little in return

DUBAI

Iran will immediately take steps 
to reopen the Strait of  Hormuz 
once a tentative deal with the 
US to end the war is signed and 
will be allowed to sell its oil 
without restrictions, accord-
ing to leaked copies 
of  an interim agree-
ment that officials say 
broadly matches the 
document.

The accord, due to 
be signed Friday in 
Switzerland, also envi-
sions Iran receiving at least 
$300 billion to rebuild after the 
war and says the US would work 
to end all American and United 
Nations sanctions imposed on 

Tehran — if  a final agreement 
addressing Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme is reached.

The US and Israel went to 
war on February 28 in part to 
prevent Iran from ever getting 
a nuclear weapon, although US 
President Donald Trump’s 

goals in the conflict 
have repeatedly shift-
ed. The interim deal 
stops the war before 
that aim is secured. 
Instead, it opens a 
two-month period for 
nuclear negotiations 

and appears to offer Iran sev-
eral benefits up front while ex-
tracting little in return.

The US agreement to immedi-
ately allow Iran to sell its oil 

freely and the offer to eventually 
lift all sanctions, for instance, 
represent major concessions 
that go beyond the terms of  
Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal with 
world powers that Trump with-
drew America from in his first 
term, declaring it the “worst 
deal ever.” The White House 
and other American officials 
have not published the terms 
and did not immediately re-
spond to questions. However, 
White House communications 
director Steven Cheung wrote 
online Wednesday after CNN 
published a leaked version of  
the deal that it “does not reflect 
the language of  the actual” 
agreement, without elaborat-
ing. AFP

Image taken from a position in the Upper Galilee in northern Israel, near the 
Israel-Lebanon border shows Israeli Merkava tanks driving along a road past 
destroyed buildings in southern Lebanon | AFP

Lebanon says Israel talks 
separate from US-Iran dealCEASEFIRE ON ALL FRONTS

Iran, the US and their allies agree to 
an immediate and permanent end to 
the war, including in Lebanon, and 
pledge not to use force against each 
other

RESPECT FOR 
SOVEREIGNTY

Both sides commit to respecting 
each other's sovereignty and not 
interfering in internal affairs

60-DAY DEADLINE

Iran and the US agree to negotiate 
a final agreement within 60 days, 
extendable by mutual consent

END TO BLOCKADE

The US will lift the naval blockade, 
restore shipping traffic and withdraw 
its forces from surrounding areas 
after a final deal

HORMUZ REOPENING

Iran will restore merchant shipping 
through the Strait of Hormuz and clear 
mines and other technical obstacles

Inside the 14-point 
U.S.-IRAN DEAL

LEAKED MEMORANDUM SETS OUT 
TERMS FOR A CEASEFIRE AND A 
PATH TO A FINAL NUCLEAR ACCORD
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$300B REBUILDING PLAN

The US and regional partners will draw up a 
reconstruction and economic development 
package worth at least $300 billion

SANCTIONS TO GO

The US commits to ending UN, IAEA and 
unilateral US sanctions under a timetable to 
be agreed in a final accord

NO NUCLEAR WEAPONS

Iran reiterates that it will never build nuclear 
weapons, while other nuclear issues will be 

addressed later

FREEZE ON ESCALATION

Iran will maintain the status quo on its 
nuclear programme, while the US will impose 
no new sanctions or military build-up

OIL EXPORT WAIVERS

Washington will immediately allow exports of 
Iranian oil and related banking, insurance and 
transport services

FROZEN ASSETS RELEASED

Iran's restricted funds and assets will be 

gradually released and made fully available

OVERSIGHT MECHANISM

A mechanism will be set up to monitor 
implementation and ensure compliance with a 
final agreement

NEXT PHASE TALKS

Negotiations on the remaining issues will begin 
after initial commitments are implemented

UN ENDORSEMENT

The final agreement will be backed by a binding 
resolution of the UN Security Council

US President Donald Trump and Open AI CEO Sam 
Altman have candid talk over a working lunch 
meeting of G7 members, partner countries, and 
artificial intelligence business leaders as part of 
the G7 summit, in Evian |  AFP
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YOU CAN’T WAIT FOR INSPIRATION. 
YOU HAVE TO GO AFTER IT WITH A CLUB 
❯ JACK LONDON


