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Act on B’gavi row probe: Chief secy to officials
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Belagavi

THE long-standing controver-
sy over the implementation of  
resolutions reaffirming Bela-
gavi’s status as an integral 
part of  Karnataka, as well as 
other Kannada-related con-
cerns, has entered its final 
phase. Acting on a formal com-
plaint, the office of  the State 
Chief  Secretary has instructed 
the relevant authorities to un-
dertake a detailed investiga-

tion and take necessary action 
in accordance with the out-
come of  the inquiry.

The functioning of  the 
Belagavi City Corpora-
tion has been facing al-
legations of  acting 
against Karnataka’s 
interests for quite a 
long time. The officials 
have also been instructed 
to submit a detailed report to 
the government and inform 
the complainant about the ac-
tion taken.

The directive was issued on 
June 10 following a petition sub-
mitted to the Chief  Minister’s 

Office by Ashok Chandara-
gi, the president of  the 
Belagavi District Kan-
nada Organisations Ac-
tion Committee.

The communication 
further mandates that de-

tails of  the action be up-
loaded to the Janaspandana 
IGRS portal and that a formal 
response be provided to the 
complainant. Kannada organi-

sations have raised objections 
to several decisions and poli-
cies adopted by the corporation, 
alleging official indifference to 
concerns relating to language 
and regional identity.

Authorities are expected to 
explain, with supporting 
records, what decisions were 
allegedly taken against the in-
terests of  Kannada and Karna-
taka, who was responsible for 
them, and whether there were 
lapses in implementing the 
state’s language policy.

K’taka gears up for 12th Int’l Yoga 
Day, will draw 2,000 practitioners

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

KARNATAKA is set to celebrate 
the 12th International Yoga Day 
on June 21 with a series of  pro-
grammes across the state under 
the theme ‘Yoga for Healthy Age-
ing.’ The main state-level event 
will be held at 7 am on the grand 
steps of  Vidhana Soudha in Ben-
galuru on Sunday and is expect-
ed to attract around 2,000 practi-
tioners and members. Governor 
Thawar Chand Gehlot will inau-
gurate the programme. Chief  
Minister DK Shivakumar, Depu-
ty CM Dr G Parameshwara, 
Health Minister UT Khader, and 
other dignitaries will attend the 
event. Actor Sudharani, Vasish-
tha Simha and Haripriya will 
participate as special guests.

A 40-minute common yoga 
protocol session will be held. 
Khader said this year’s celebra-
tions aim to move beyond a sym-
bolic one-day observance and 
encourage yoga as a daily prac-
tice. The government has 
launched ‘Nitya Yoga’, a year-
round initiative designed to pro-
mote regular yoga practice 
among rural communities, 
women, children and senior citi-
zens. Special yoga programmes 
will be conducted throughout 
the year in AYUSH institutions 

and Ayushman Health Centres, 
particularly in rural areas.

The AYUSH Department or-
ganised several activities at the 
state, district and taluk levels in 
line with the International Yoga 
Day theme. A national sympo-
sium on ‘Yoga for Healthy Age-
ing’ under the concept of  ‘Sci-
ence Yoga’ is organised by 
Indian Institute of  Science 
(IISC) in Bengaluru.

Seminars are scheduled to be 
held at Sri Jayadeva Institute of  
Cardiovascular Sciences and Re-
search and Kidwai Memorial 
Institute of  Oncology respec-
tively in the coming weeks.

As part of  the run-up to Yoga 
Day, the Government Ayurveda 

Research Centre in Mysuru 
completed a 100-day countdown
campaign and organised 12 na-
tional-level online competitions. 
Karnataka conducted yoga-re-
lated competitions in at least 
1,000 government schools.

Metro to starts at 5 am
The Bangalore Metro Rail Cor-
poration Limited (BMRCL) has 
announced early morning serv-
ices across all Namma Metro 
corridors starting at 5 am from 
all terminal stations, instead of  
the usual Sunday start time of  7 
am. BMRCL said the special ar-
rangement is made to enable 
participants to conveniently at-
tend Yoga Day programmes.

People take part in a yoga session on the eve of International Yoga Day in 
Bengaluru on Saturday |  SHASHIDHAR BYRAPPA

KANNADA CONCERN

In view of the NEET exam today it is considered 
a priority to facilitate the smooth movement 
of students to the examination centres

Priyank 
Kharge, 
Home, IT & 
BT Minister
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THE High Court of  Karnataka 
has directed the Greater Ben-
galuru Authority to issue Trans-
ferable Development Rights 
(TDR) in favour of  the legal heirs 

of  a property owner, whose land 
was acquired to develop roads in 
2012. “A public servant, on the 
strength of  the order of  hierar-
chy, having executed the relin-
quishment deeds cannot strip off  
the rights of  the citizen on a plea 
that it was an error. The petition-

ers today have neither the land 
nor TDR or any compensation. 
Therefore, the petitioners be-
come entitled to the reliefs sought 
from this court,” said Justice M 
Nagaprasanna while allowing a 
petition by Lakshmi and four 
others, who are the legal heirs of  

late Puttaswamy, the landowner.
Two pieces of  land owned by 

Puttaswamy were acquired by 
then BBMP in 2012 for formation 
of  a road to Bangarappa Nagara 
and widening of  Javaregowdana 
Doddi road from Kenchenahalli 
road to NICE road.

HC directs GBA to grant TDR for land acquired in 2012

Twin 5-year-old boys 
drown in pond in DK
Mangaluru: Two five-year-old twin 
boys were found dead in a pond 
near their residence at Kadeer in 
Murulya village in Sullia taluk of 
Dakshina Kannada on Saturday. 
According to a complaint lodged by 
their father, Vasanth (41), on 
Saturday afternoon, the children 
were brought home from school. 
Later in the evening, Vasanth and 
his wife left the children at home
and went to work in a nearby 
plantation. When Vasanth’s wife 
returned after completing the 
work, the children were missing 
from the house. ENS

Man dies by suicide, 
alleges extortion 
over atrocity case

BENGALURU: A 48-year-old 
man allegedly died by suicide 

after claiming that he was 
subjected to harassment, 

blackmail and extortion in 
connection with what he 

described as a false atrocity 
case. The incident was 

reported from Channasandra, 
under the Kadugodi police 

station limits, on Friday night. 
The deceased, identified as 

Papanna, allegedly consumed 
poison after recording a video 

in which he named five people, 
including a woman, and held 

them responsible for his death. 
According to the police, 

Papanna sent the video to his 
friends around 10.05 pm. In the 

video, he alleged that the 
accused had extorted nearly 
Rs. 10 lakh from him over the 

years by promising to withdraw 
an atrocity case registered 

against him in 2021. He further 
claimed that they had filed 

another false case and conti-
nued to demand money. ENS
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THE background of  the three 
accused arrested by the Cyber 
Crime Police for for circulating 
objectionable Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) images and videos of  
actress Rukmini Vasanth on so-
cial media has shocked the po-
lice officials. The trio are well-
educated and were holding 
respectable positions in society. 
One of  them was a software en-
gineer, while the other with a 
nursing degree was a YouTuber 
and the third accused was work-
ing in a reputed chartered ac-
countancy firm in the city. Three 
high-end mobile phones that 
were allegedly used in the crime 
were recovered from the trio.

G Ravikumar (24) of   Chilaka-
mukhi in Bagalkot had complet-
ed a degree in nursing and was 
running a YouTube channel. 
Having recently received his 
first earnings from YouTube, he 
allegedly developed a desire to 

make quick and easy money and 
began creating and uploading 
deep fake videos of  actresses.

L Chandrakanth, (33), from 
Thirthahalli taluk in Shiv-
amogga and a resident of  Ka-
makshipalya, was employed at 
a reputed chartered account-
ancy firm in Bengaluru. De-
spite that he allegedly created 
deep fake images of  actresses 
for personal gratification.

R Ranjith (25), from Mahalak-
shmi Nagar 4th Main Road in 
Nagasandra, is a software engi-
neer earning an annual package 
of  Rs 20 lakh. Police said that the 
accused who had a strong tech-
nical background confessed to 
creating AI-generated deep fake
videos of  leading actresses pure-
ly for “fun” and entertainment. 
The actress had filed a case at 
Cyber Crime Police Station of  
Bengaluru City.

The accused had created the 
AI videos of  the actress with the 
intention of  portraying her in a 
derogatory manner.

Techie and YouTuber among 3 
held in Rukmini Vasanth case
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