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Nellore Collector Himanshu Shukla said 4,500 of the 
required 6,000 acres have been secured, with the 
balance expected within a month. The State is also 
earmarking 3,000 acres for ancillary industries

LAND 
READY

State gears up for grand Yogandhra
S  G U R U  S R I K A N T H  @ Vijayawada

THE Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment is preparing to celebrate 
the 12th International Yoga Day 
on June 21 on an unprecedent-
ed scale under the banner Yo-
gandhra-2026.

Health Minister Satya Ku-
mar Yadav announced that the 
State will host two weeks of  
awareness programmes from 
June 7 to 20, culminating in a 
grand state-level event on the 
Krishna River Bridge (West By-
pass) in Amaravati, where 
Chief  Minister N Chandrababu 
N a i d u  w i l l  l e a d  2 5 , 0 0 0 
participants.

The minister said the cele-
brations will be held under the 
theme ‘Yoga for Healthy Age-
ing’, with the goal of  integrat-
ing yoga into daily life rather 
than treating it as a one-day 
ritual.

Across Andhra Pradesh, one 
crore citizens - including farm-
ers, women’s self-help groups, 
fishermen, tribal communities, 
cultural artists, youth associa-
tions, auto and lorry unions, 
students and voluntary organi-
sations - are expected to take 
part.

The government aims to 
train 10 lakh regular practi-
tioners, supported by 2.5 lakh 
yoga instructors, including an 
additional one lakh trainers 
added this year.

To institutionalise the effort, 
Chief  Minister Naidu has ap-
proved the establishment of  
the AP Yoga Prachara Parishad, 
which will oversee the continu-
ous promotion of  yoga beyond 
the annual event. Three region-
al offices will be set up, and a 
‘war room’ at APIIC in Man-
galagiri will coordinate activi-
ties and monitor progress.

Last year’s record-breaking 
yoga events earned two Guin-
ness World Records, 21 World 
Book of  Records entries and a 
Skoch Award. Education Min-
ister Nara Lokesh has already 
directed that yoga be integrat-
ed into school curricula, ensur-
ing students benefit from early 
exposure.

The programme will feature 
district-specific themes, includ-
ing police personnel in NTR 
district, farmers in Konasee-
ma, auto and lorry associations 
in Krishna district, celebrities 
in Tirupati and ex-servicemen 
in Visakhapatnam.

In addition, yoga demonstra-
tions will be staged at 56 major 
tourist sites, including Undav-
alli Caves and Mangalagiri 
Lakshminarasimha Temple in 
Guntur district, Srisailam and 
Mahanandi in Nandyal district, 
and Mypadu Beach and Swar-
nala Cheruvu in Nellore dis-
trict. Each site will host at least 
500 participants daily.

Competitions will also be 
held at four levels — village/

ward (June 7–9), mandal (June 
10–12), district (June 14–16) and 
state-level finals in Vijayawada 
(June 18–20). Categories in-
clude individual demonstra-
tions of  asanas and pranayama, 
synchronised group yoga, and 
knowledge-based contests such 
as quizzes, essay writing and 
slogan competitions.

Winners will receive awards, 
and the best performers will be 
invited to join the Chief  Minis-
ter at the Amaravati event.

On June 21, the concluding 
celebrations will be held simul-
taneously at district headquar-
ters, each drawing around 3,000 
participants, while village and 
ward secretariats will host 
events in parks, schools and 
playgrounds. Altogether, offi-
cials expect participation to 
reach one crore  people 
statewide.

To make yoga accessible to 
households, government advi-
sor Dr Manthena Satyanaraya-
na Raju has produced free in-
structional videos in four 
categories: 90 general asanas, 
21 therapeutic routines, seven 
daily practice sets and 50 short 
clips addressing common 
doubts. Citizens can download 
these via WhatsApp by sending 
‘Hi’ to 8142404888, which pro-
vides a QR code linking to 
Google Drive. Additionally, the 
Sanjeevani app will host videos 
on yoga and pranayama.

Health Minister says one crore people will join Yoga Day events to promote healthy living

Health Minister Satya Kumar Yadav releasing the Yogandhra poster at a press 
conference at the Secretariat in Velagapudi on Monday |  EXPRESS

Woman and 
her daughter 
found dead in 
Eluru orchard
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Eluru

A woman and her daughter 
were found dead under suspi-
cious circumstances in a cash-
ew orchard near Nallamadu 
village in Unguturu mandal of  
Eluru district on Sunday, 
prompting police to launch a 
comprehensive investigation. 

The deceased were identified 
as M Venkata Lakshmi, an of-
fice subordinate with the Eluru 
Municipal Corporation, and 
her mother, Ghanta Anthobai, 
residents of  Ananthapalli Ko-
thapeta. Venkata Lakshmi, a 
person with disabilities, de-
pended on her mother for as-
sistance in daily activities and 
official duties.

Police said the duo had trav-
elled to their native village on 
Friday to attend a private func-
tion. When they failed to return 
and could not be contacted, 
family members grew con-
cerned. Their bodies were later 
discovered in the orchard in a 
partially decomposed state, 
suggesting the deaths occurred 
several days earlier.

The incident shocked the lo-
cal community, which immedi-
ately alerted authorities. Police 
teams rushed to the spot, se-
cured the area, and forensic ex-
perts collected evidence. Offi-
cials are probing whether the 
victims were murdered else-
where and their bodies dumped 
in the orchard, or whether the 
crime occurred at the site.

“We have registered a case 
and are investigating all possi-
ble angles,” Eluru DSP Shravan 
Kumar told TNIE.

The bodies were shifted to 
the government hospital for 
post-mortem examination. Po-
lice said further details are ex-
pected after forensic analysis 
and questioning of  persons 
connected to the victims’ re-
cent movements.

Foundation stone 
to be laid for BPCL 
refinery in AP soon
D  S U R E N D R A  K U M A R  @ Nellore

ANDHRA Pradesh is set to lay 
the foundation stone for the 
BPCL greenfield refinery and 
petrochemical complex this 
month, with land acquisition 
for the `1 lakh crore project on 
the verge of  completion.

Of  the 6,000 acres required 
for the project near Ramayapat-
nam port, 4,500 acres have al-
ready been acquired. The re-
maining 1,500 acres are 
expected to be secured within 
the next month, with an addi-
tional 3,000 acres being ear-
marked for ancillary industries 
that will develop around the 
complex.

The project in its broader na-
tional context, describing the 
complex designed to process 
between 9 and 12 million metric 
tonnes per annum - as among 
the largest downstream energy 
investments the country has 
seen in recent years. Commer-
cial operations are targeted by 
the turn of  the decade. 

“To bring BPCL to the table, 
Chief  Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu government has put to-
gether an incentive architec-
ture of  unusual generosity. The 
State has committed to cover-

ing up to 75 per cent of  the 
project’s capital expenditure 
over a 20-year operational pe-
riod through a 43.5 per cent di-
rect capital subsidy distributed 
across 15 instalments, full GST 
refunds on both state and cen-
tral components, and a waiver 
exceeding `20 crore in stamp 
duties and registration fees on 
early land transactions,” Nel-
lore MP Vemireddy Prabhakar 
Reddy said. 

The returns are projected to 
be substantial. 

Financial modelling indi-
cates the facility will contrib-
ute an estimated `87,558 crore 
to the State exchequer across 
its first 15 years of  operation, 
providing the government a 
meaningful fiscal cushion to 
pursue development and wel-
fare commitments across the 
region.

The project is expected to 
generate roughly 3,400 jobs dur-
ing peak construction, followed 
by 3,750 direct operational roles 
once the complex goes live.

 According to reliable sourc-
es, the State government has 
been making efforts to invite 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
for the ground breaking 
ceremony.

RTIH, Kia ink MoU for Amaravati innovation centreDSC sports quota recruitment 
held transparently: Ajay Jain
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

SPECIAL Chief  Secretary for 
Sports Ajay Jain on Monday 
dismissed allegations of  irreg-
ularities in the DSC sports quo-
ta recruitment, asserting that 
the entire process was conduct-
ed transparently and strictly in 

line with government rules.
Addressing a press confer-

ence along with Sports Author-
ity of  Andhra Pradesh (SAAP) 
Vice-Chairman and Managing 
Director Bharani, Jain said 
there was no political interfer-
ence, involvement of  middle-
men, or deviation from estab-
lished norms.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E S 
@ Vijayawada

WITH the aim to strengthen 
AP’s innovation and advanced 
manufacturing ecosystem, the 
Ratan Tata Innovation Hub 
(RTIH) and Kia India Pvt. Ltd. 
have signed a Memorandum of  
Understanding to establish the 
Advanced Prototyping and In-
novation Center (APIC Labs) at 

the RTIH Amaravati Hub.
The MoU was signed by the 

Group CEO of  RTIH, Dhatri 
Reddy, and senior officials of  
Kia India including Tae Hyun 
Kim, Chief  Administrative Of-
ficer;  Jungho An, Senior Advi-
sor for Legal, Compliance, Cor-
porate Affairs, CSR & PR; and 
Dr. T. Somasekhara Reddy, Prin-
cipal Advisor, Kia India.

APIC Labs is designed to 

bridge the gap between concept 
and commercialisation that 
hardware start-ups often face. 
This aims to provide emerging 
innovators and companies ac-
cess to industry-level prototyp-
ing tools, product validation 
services, and advanced manu-
facturing infrastructure which 
will enable faster development 
cycles and reduce time-to-mar-
ket for new products.

The centre focuses on cata-
lysing innovation across high-
growth deep-tech sectors in-
cluding Artificial Intelligence, 
Robotics, Electronics, Embed-
ded Systems, Smart Manufac-
turing, Mobility Technologies, 
and Industrial Automation. By 
offering hands-on collaborative 
infrastructure, APIC Labs is 
aiming to help start-ups and 
businesses build from AP.
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National Film Award winner
 and Sangeet Natak Akademi Awardee
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opens up about the mystical dimension
 of the arts and why India

 still lags in giving women equal
 footing on screen
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE 

CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SAMBALPUR

E.Mail - serwcirclesbp@yahoo.com

E-PROCUREMENT NOTICЕ
BID IDENTIFICATION NO. ROAD TENDER ONLINE 

RWCSBP-10/2026-27

1. Name of the Work : Road Works
2.  Total No. of works : 05 nos Bridge work 
3.  Es�mated cost : Rs.105.37 lakhs to Rs.831.08 lakhs
4.  Class of contractor : ‘B’, ‘A’ & Spl. Class
5.  Other details : As men�oned in DTCN

Procurement Officer
Bid Iden�fica�on 

No.

Availability of Tender 
On-line for bidding
From To

1 2 3 4

Chief Construc�on 
Engineer, Rural Works 

Circle, Sambalpur.

ROAD 
TENDER ONLINE 

RWCSBР- 
10/2026-27

05.06.2026 
11.00 A.M

24.06.2026 
05.00 P.M

Further details can be seen from the website 
www.tendersorissa.gov.in

OIPR-25001/25091/1/26-27/0010

Sd/- Chief Construc�on Engineer
Rural Works Circle, Sambalpur

25001/284/2627


