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Kerala reported 10 more cases of 
Shigella infection on Friday, taking the 
total number of cases recorded in June 
to 120, the health department said
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SC junks plea seeking probe 
into May 18 trust vote in TN
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on Friday 
rejected a petition seeking a 
probe into alleged irregularities 
and corruption in the May 13 
trust vote in the Tamil Nadu As-
sembly, after noting that the 
a l l e g a t i o n s  l a c ke d 
substance.

While dismissing 
the plea, a division 
bench comprising 
Chief  Justice of  India 
(CJI) Surya Kant and 
Justice V Mohana ob-
served that the petition was 
based on “vague, wild and casual 
allegations” without any sup-
porting material on record.

“Serious allegations against 
constitutional processes must 
rest on facts,” the bench observed 
before rejecting the plea with no 
further directions.

The petition was filed by one K 
K Ramesh, who had moved the 

court seeking a CBI probe into 
the matter and the imposition of  
President’s Rule in the state till 
t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e 
investigation. 

The plea claimed, “The Assem-
bly floor test in Tamil Nadu was 
reportedly not carried out ac-
cording to democratic principles. 

There are allegations that some 
thousand crores were distrib-
uted to other parties’ 
MLAs.”

T he peti t ioner  also 
claimed that in the TN As-

sembly, some MLAs from oth-
er parties were allegedly in-

volved in horse-trading, and huge 
amounts of  money were handed 
over to certain MLAs by the TVK. 
Some MLAs from other parties 
did not join the government, but 
violated the party whip for mon-
ey and other benefits, he claimed. 
The plea sought an appropriate 
order or direction to respondents 
No 1 to 3 (the state government, 
CBI and others) in the matter. 

R A J E S H  A B R A H A M  @ Kochi

CHIEF Minister V D Satheesan’s 
maiden budget as finance minis-
ter was less an exercise in ac-
counting and more a statement 
of  intent. Framed around the vi-
sion of  a “New Age Kerala” 
(Puthuyuga Keralam), the re-
vised 2026-27 budget marked a 
decisive shift towards private in-
vestment, land reforms, and 
port-led development, while leav-
ing unanswered questions on 
how several of  its ambitious 
promises will be financed.

If  previous governments often 
approached private capital with 
caution, Satheesan signalled a 
clear departure. “We need pri-
vate capital. We want to move 
forward,” he said after present-
ing the budget. That message 
runs through almost every ma-
jor announcement—from Land 
Reforms 2.0 aimed at easing re-

strictions that hamper commer-
cial investments to Mission 
Samudra, a five-year programme 
intended to place Kerala promi-
nently on the global maritime 
map. The budget’s economic ge-
ography is equally ambitious. 
The proposed Southern Kerala 
Economic Corridor seeks to 

combine the strengths of  Thiru-
vananthapuram, Kollam, and 
Alappuzha into a single growth 
zone. Thiruvananthapuram is 
envisioned as a knowledge and 
space technology hub, Kollam as 
a centre for rare earth and min-
eral processing, and Alappuzha 
as India’s blue economy capital.

Satheesan’s 1st budget bets 
big on pvt capital & reforms

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Court tells actor to appear 
on Jun 22 in stampede case

HYDERABAD: A 
court in 
Nampally has 
summoned 
actor Allu Arjun 
and the other 
accused to 
appear before it 
on June 22 in 
connection with 

the stampede at Sandhya theatre 
during the benefit show of Pushpa 2 
on December 4, 2024. A total of 23 
persons have been named as 
accused in the case, with Allu Arjun 
listed as accused No 11. Court 
proceedings will commence after 
the accused appear before the 
court.  ENS
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DURING the discussion on the 
resolution on Friday, LoP Udhaya-
nidhi Stalin said the previous 
DMK regime, on March 4, 2026, 
had written to the centre to set up 
a tribunal to adjudicate the dispute 
over the Mekedatu dam proposal 
and requested that this amend-
ment be incorporated into the res-
olution moved by the CM. Agree-
ing to this, the CM moved an 
amendment to this regard, and the 
amended resolution was unani-
mously adopted by the House.  The 
resolution stated that the Cauvery 
Water Disputes Tribunal (CWDT) 
and the SC have held that the Cau-
very is a deficit basin and that its 
entire available water has already 
been apportioned among the basin 
states. Hence, no new project can 

be undertaken nor can any addi-
tional water be utilised in the ba-
sin. As the Cauvery is a highly sen-
sitive issue between TN and 
Karnataka, the centre should ad-
vise Karnataka not to construct a 
dam at Mekedatu or undertake 
any new water storage project any-
where in the Cauvery basin with-
out the concurrence of  the other 
basin states and the centre’s ap-
proval, it added.

Moving the resolution, the CM 
said it was the duty of  all political 
parties to safeguard the rights of  
farmers and the people. Though 
parties may differ in ideology and 
principles, they stand united on is-
sues affecting the people, he said, 
adding that the TVK, as a consci-
entious government, was no differ-
ent. Describing water resources as 
fundamental to life, he said pro-

tecting river water rights was both 
an important right and responsi-
bility. On that basis, he sought the 
House’s approval for the resolu-
tion and appealed to all parties to 
set aside differences and demon-
strate unity on the issue.

Conveying full support to the 
resolution, Udhayanidhi detailed 
the steps taken by DMK regimes to 
stall Karnataka’s repeated at-
tempts for the dam. He suggested 
a delegation of  MLAs and MPs of  
all parties could hand over the res-
olution to the centre to show the 
state’s unity. Recalling the steps 
taken during AIADMK regimes to 
thwart Karnataka’s efforts to build 
the Mekedatu dam, AIADMK gen-
eral secretary Edappadi K Palan-
iswami explained how the propos-
al would be detrimental to the 
interests of  TN farmers as well as 

the people, and supported the 
resolution.

Tourism Minister S Rajesh Ku-
mar (Congress) condemned Kar-
nataka’s attempts to build the dam, 
pointing out that the move was 
against the final verdict of  the 
CWDT in 2007 and the SC verdict 
in 2018.  DMDK MLA Premalatha 
Vijayakanth urged the state to 
achieve water self-sufficiency, just 
as it had become power-surplus, 
through measures such as inter-
linking rivers and desilting water-
bodies to prevent wastage of  water 
into the sea. 

She called upon the CM to lead 
an all-party delegation to New Del-
hi to assert TN’s rights. MJK MLA 
Thamimun Ansari recalled that 
former CM K Kamaraj had laid the 
foundation for a dam at Rasimanal 
at the border of  TN and Karnataka 

to benefit both states. The Meke-
datu dam, however, would severely 
affect TN people, he said, adding 
that a section of  farmers in Karna-
taka had also opposed the propos-
al. KMDK MLA K Nithyanandan 
said the Congress in Karnataka 
was backing the project, while its 
TN unit opposed it. Arguing that a 
legal battle was the only viable op-
tion, he urged the TVK govt not to 
show any lethargy in pursuing the 
case despite its alliance with Con-
gress. Though present, BJP MLA 
M Bhojarajan (BJP) did not speak 
on the issue. Meanwhile, ex-minis-
ter Duraimurugan told reporters 
in Katpadi, “ “Competent lawyers 
should be engaged to argue the 
case strongly in the SC, and pres-
sure should be exerted on the un-
ion government at the appropriate 
time.”

K’taka’s bid to build dam against CWDT & SC verdicts: Minister

K’taka pins hopes on DKS-Maha CM meet
BELAGAVI: With drinking water reserves under pressure in parts 
of North Karnataka, the state is pinning its hopes on a crucial 
meeting between CM D K Shivakumar and his Maharashtra 
counterpart Devendra Fadnavis in Mumbai on June 20 to secure 
the release of 2 tmcft of water into the Krishna River. The state 
expects Maharashtra to restore practice of releasing 2 tmcft of 
water during summer months, officials said.  ENS

Chief Minister V D Satheesan having a final look at his speech before presenting the 
budget at the Kerala Legislative Assembly on Friday |  BP DEEPU 


