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Two powerful quakes rock...
Rodriguez, who gave the latest
death toll early Thursday, said
authorities were shifting rescue
teams from other parts of the
country to La Guaira, which
sits north of Caracas on the
coast. Officials were trying to
make the most of the daylight
hours to speed up efforts to
rescue people believed to
remain trapped under the rub-
ble, she said.

Footage on state TV showed
three children, covered in dust
but alive, pulled from the rub-
ble in La Guaira State, which
Rodriguez described as a “dis-
aster zone” and one of the areas
hardest hit by the quakes
because of the large number
of collapsed buildings.

“Dozens of buildings have
collapsed there and we are cur-
rently carrying out intensive
rescue operations to save lives,”
Rodriguez said.

Video shared online
appeared to show dozens of
people, some lying on the
ground and others on hospital

beds, being treated outside a
hospital in La Guaira.

While Venezuela sits near
multiple fault lines, its posi-
tion straddling the South
American and Caribbean plates
makes strong earthquakes
much less common than in
other parts of Latin America.

Rodriguez appealed to busi-
nesses to make heavy con-
struction equipment available
for rescue operations, adding
that search and rescue teams
certified by the United Nations
were on their way to Venezuela.

During the quakes, people
ran from swaying buildings in
Caracas, many visibly shocked
when they turned back to see
destroyed walls that left furni-
ture visible from the street.
Columns of dust rose in two
typically busy neighbourhoods
in the capital. “It started off
gently and then gradually grew,
and in the end, we all had to
leave our houses, go outside
and gather together,” Caracas
resident Hector Ricci said.

mega-quake caution advisory
in December. 

The quake, which struck
Japan’s north-eastern region
during Thursday’s morning
rush hour, also mildly shook
Tokyo. There were no immedi-
ate reports of injuries or dam-
age, according to top govern-
ment spokesperson Minoru
Kihara.

Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi told reporters in 
Tokyo that her government’s
emergency team is “putting
people’s lives first,” while
assessing information and
preparing for relief operations,
if needed. She urged residents
in the affected regions to use
caution against possible after-
shocks.

7.2 quake strikes off Japan

According to official sources,
10 people died either at the site
of the incident or shortly there-
after, while another injured per-
son succumbed to injuries dur-
ing treatment on Thursday, tak-
ing the toll to 11.

The deceased have been
identified as Krishna
Chowdhury (30) of North 24
Parganas, Rohit Choudhari (40)
of Nadia, Rahul Choudhury (17)
of Purba Bardhaman,
Chandrama Choudhury (60) of
Krishnanagar, Pappu Rajak (40)
of Shyamnagar, Azgar Hossain
(55) of Khidirpur in Kolkata,
Sahil Sardar (17) of Basanti, Ghi
Kumar (17) of Munger in Bihar,
Hasan Imam (44) of Metiabruz,
Nabin Singh of Asansol and
Ganesh Kalindi (45), who died
while undergoing treatment at
SSKM Hospital.

Nineteen injured are cur-
rently undergoing treatment in
the state-run hospital, officials
said. Meanwhile, heavy rain
stalled the rescue operations for

nearly an hour, even as per-
sonnel from police, fire servic-
es, NDRF and the Army
remained deployed at the site.

The Army’s GPR system is
being used to detect signs of
life beneath the collapsed struc-
ture. The equipment can detect
movement and pulse signals
beneath layers of debris, help-
ing rescuers focus their exca-
vation efforts on specific loca-
tions. Teams have also deployed
cameras beneath the rubble to
check for trapped persons,
while mobile phone tower data
is being used to trace the loca-
tion of individuals whose
phones remain active under
the debris.

Five persons have been
arrested in connection with the
incident, including warehouse
owner Shambhunath Behera,
structural engineer Kamal
Samanta, Gulzar Hussain,
supervisor of Ayan Traders,
labour supplier Dibakar
Bhandari and Abdul Hamid.

Kolkata warehouse collapse...

present Government. It said
Indian law has never treated a
passport as final proof of citi-
zenship. “It was not decided
yesterday that a passport is not
proof of citizenship. It was not
even decided in the last 12
years. The Passport has never
been a proof of citizenship. The
Passport Act, 1967 says that
passports can be given to non-
citizens,” the Ministry said.

The Ministry also pointed to
judicial precedents, particu-
larly a Bombay High Court
judgement delivered in 2013,
which held that possession of
a passport alone does not auto-
matically establish Indian cit-
izenship. “Judgements of the
Bombay HC from 2013 have
made it clear that a passport is
not proof of citizenship. Please
inform and educate your audi-
ence rather than amplify unin-
formed quips and commen-
tary,” the MEA statement said.

The legal issue arises from

the relationship between the
Passports Act, 1967, and the
Citizenship Act, 1955. Although
a passport is issued by the
Government and generally
reflects the holder’s nationali-
ty, citizenship is ultimately
determined under the
Citizenship Act. In some cas-
es, a person may still face scruti-
ny over citizenship even if they
possess a passport. Section 20
of the Passports Act allows the
Central Government to issue a
passport or travel document to
a non-citizen if it considers the
action necessary in the public
interest. This is an exception to
the general rule that passports
are issued to Indian citizens.

Again, Section 21 permits the
Government to delegate certain
powers under the Act to offi-
cers, authorities, State
Governments, or Indian diplo-
matic and consular officials,
subject to prescribed condi-
tions.

Passport is not proof of...

He said Amazon’s India busi-
ness is seeing strong momen-
tum, driven by robust customer
demand across e-commerce
and Amazon Web Services
(AWS), its cloud-computing
division. The announcement
comes as global technology
firms step up investments in
India, attracted by the coun-
try’s expanding digital econo-
my, growing consumer base
and rising demand for cloud
and AI services. Amazon has
invested heavily in India over
the past decade, building out
logistics networks, technology
infrastructure and digital serv-
ices as it seeks to deepen its
presence in one of the world’s
fastest-growing major
economies.

Jassy affirmed Amazon’s
long-term commitment to the
country, and said the compa-
ny’s India business is on a
strong growth trajectory with
robust customer demand,
especially in e-commerce and
Amazon Web Services, its cloud
computing unit.

He also highlighted the grow-
ing importance of India, a mar-
ket where Amazon operates
several businesses, including e-
commerce, AI, cloud, and
entertainment.

“A great meeting with Mr.
Andy Jassy. I welcome Amazon’s
record USD 48 billion invest-
ment in India. This will create
new opportunities for our
youth,” Prime Minister Modi
said in a post on X.

Amazon to invest $13 bn...

NEW DELHI, June 25 (IANS) 

ON THE 51st Anniversary of the
Emergency, imposed by Indira Gandhi’s
Government in 1975, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi called its imposition 
a “grave sin” and “darkest chapter in
the history of Indian democracy”.
Targeting Congress, he asked citizens
to “never forgive nor forget” those who
imposed it. 

In a post on Instagram titled ‘51st
Anniversary of the Emergency - know
why it remains the darkest chapter in
the history of Indian democracy’, PM
Modi highlighted how the period
“oppressed” the rights of citizens and
the media.

He said: “All opposition leaders were
arrested. Any form of political dissent

was severely crushed. Thinkers, writ-
ers, journalists, social workers, stu-
dents and ordinary citizens were jailed
and tortured. The Constitution was
trampled upon; nefarious attempts to
bring the judiciary under political con-
trol were made.” “Media was curtailed.
Those who refused to follow the dik-
tat were shut down or intimidated into
silence. Fundamental rights were sus-
pended,” he added. The Prime Minister
remarked that during the Emergency
period, Parliament was reduced to a
“rubber stamp”.

“Every institution that was meant to
protect the citizens was turned against
them,” he firmly stated. PM Modi also
drew attention to those who fought
against the draconian laws of the
Emergency.

BENGALURU, June 25 (PTI) 

INDIA’S Indigenous Netra
Airborne Early Warning and
Control (AEW&C) System was on
Thursday accorded Final
Operational Clearance, marking
a major milestone by paving the
way for operational exploitation
by the Indian Air Force.

Air Marshal Awadhesh Kumar
Bharti, Deputy Chief of the Air
Staff, formally declared the Final
Operational Clearance (FOC) of
the Netra AEW&C system in a cer-
emony held at the Centre for
Airborne Systems here.

At the event here, the indige-
nous Netra (AEW&C) System and
the FOC certificate were also
unveiled.

Speaking on the occasion, Air
Marshal Awadhesh Kumar Bharti
said, “It is indeed a proud
moment to declare the AEW&C’s

Final Operational Clearance. This
is not merely the culmination of
an indigenous technology pro-
gramme, but a celebration of the
unique partnership between 

the Indian Air Force and the 
scientific community in fulfill-
ing India’s quest for
Atmanirbharta.”

Noting that the journey of the

AEW&C has been extraordinary,
he also said that it came with chal-
lenges, as is the norm for any new
system.

“We had to do a lot of innova-
tion, it had to see a lot of perse-
verance, and above all, collabo-
ration. From every individual,
every entity that was involved,
he said.

Bharti said that right from the
very inception of the programme,
the Indian Air Force was not just
a customer waiting for delivery
of the product, but it was an
active partner in design, devel-
opment, integration, testing, and
operationalisation.

“DRDO, CABS (Centre for
Airborne Systems) in particular,
and I have worked hand in hand
in defining the operational
requirements, participating in
developmental and user trials,
conducting continuous 

evaluation and providing time-
ly and constructive feedback,”
he said.

According to him, every mis-
sion flown, every operational
exercise undertaken, and every
lesson learned was shared and
analysed tightly and then trans-
lated into improvements, mak-
ing the system progressively
more capable and operational-
ly important.

“Perhaps the greatest testi-
mony to the faith that the Indian
Air Force had in this indigenous 
programme was our decision to
induct the platform operationally
even before the final operational
clearance. And this was not mere
act of optimism. This was an
expression of confidence in the
capabilities of our scientists, and
in the immense potential of our
indigenous industry,” he added
on Thursday.

MUMBAI, June 25 (PTI) 

LEADERS across party lines on
Thursday urged the
M a h a r a s h t r a
Government to expand
neonatal intensive care
facilities and address the high cost of
treatment for premature newborns.

State Health Minister Prakash Abitkar
assured members of the Legislative
Assembly that proposals to strength-
en neonatal care infrastructure would
be examined after a committee sub-
mits its report.

Replying to a discussion in the House,
Abitkar said the government was
already providing free treatment
through empanelled hospitals under
various health schemes and was 
considering measures to increase
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU)
and Special Newborn Care Unit (SNCU)
capacity in line with growing health-
care needs.

‘3.5 lakh trees felled
illegally in Mah in last

5 yrs’
AS MANY as 3.5 lakh trees were felled
illegally in forest areas in Maharashtra
in the last five years, Forest Minister
Ganesh Naik informed the State
Legislative Assembly on Thursday.

The Minister gave the information
in a written reply to a query by Nilesh
Rane (Shiv Sena) and others. The trees
chopped illegally included 1.24 lakh
teak trees, the minister said, adding it
amounted to a Rs 30
crore loss to the 
State exchequer.

Govt outlines 
drought 

preparedness
measures

M a h a r a s h t r a
Minister of State for
Water Supply
Meghana Bordikar
on Thursday told the
Legislative Assembly
that the Government
was taking necessary
measures to tackle a
possible drought.
Opposition MLAs,
however, strongly
objected to the
absence of Cabinet
Minister during the
discussion, and
staged a walk-out,
while the ruling BJP’s
Sudhir Mungantiwar
expressed concerns
over diversion of
drinking water for

data centres. 
As many as 27,823 water supply

schemes have been completed in the
state while the remain-
ing projects are at var-
ious stages of comple-
tion.

‘OVER 5,100 FOREST FIRES
AFFECTED 11,580 HA IN MAH IN ’23-
’24’: MORE than 5,100 forest fire inci-
dents were reported across Maharashtra
during 2023-24, affecting 11,580.707
hectares of forest land, Forest Minister
Ganesh Naik informed the legislative
assembly on Thursday. He was respond-
ing to questions raised by MLAs, includ-
ing Shiv Sena (UBT) legislator Bhaskar
Jadhav, Shiv Sena member Nilesh Rane
and BJP’s Prashant Thakur, over forest
fires. “In 2023-24, a total of 5,117 cas-
es of fire took place affecting 11,580.707
hectares of forest land,” Naik said in a
written reply.

In another written reply to a ques-
tion by Rane, he said that more than
3.5 lakh trees had been felled illegally
in forest areas across the state over the
last five years. Of these, around 1.24
lakh were teak trees, but the illegal
felling caused a financial loss of near-
ly Rs 30 crore to the State, he added. In
his response to a question by Thakur,
Naik said the Government has been
using artificial intelligence-based sys-
tems to curb such episodes.

“The Government is relying on tech-
nology, including AI-based systems, to
improve monitoring, detection and
awareness efforts. We will also exam-
ine whether existing rules need to be
strengthened for better protection of
forest resources,” the Minister said.

Mah MLAs call for better
neonatal care facilities
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Never forgive, never forget:
PM on 51st anniversary of Emergency

India’s indigenous Netra (AEW&C) System gets clearance certificate

DRDO’s indigenously-developed NETRA Airborne Early Warning
and Control (AEW&C) system receives its Final Operational
Clearance (FOC) during a ceremony, at Centre for Airborne Systems
(CABS) in Bengaluru on Thursday. (PTI)


