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Seven officials of Inspectorate  
of Boilers named in ghee case
Tirumala: As part of the probe into supply of 
adulterated ghee to the Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD), the AP government         
has initiated disciplinary proceedings against 
officials of the Inspectorate of Boilers and 
Factories. Seven government servants are 
jointly implicated in the adulteration case | P3 

Chit firm can 
recover dues 
from surety 
first, rules HC
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

IN a significant ruling, the 
Andhra Pradesh High Court 
has held that chit fund compa-
nies are entitled to initiate re-
covery proceedings directly 
against a surety without first 
proceeding against the princi-
pal borrower, making it clear 
that both the borrower and 
guarantor share equal liability 
in repayment of  dues under the 
Chit Funds Act.

Justice Cheemalapati Ravi 
delivered the verdict while dis-
missing a petition filed by K 
Venkata Rama Rao, who chal-
lenged the orders issued by a 
Guntur court attaching his sal-
ary over unpaid chit fund dues 
payable to Kapil Chits (Kosta) 
Private Limited.

The court observed that since 
the surety undertakes respon-
sibility for repayment in the 
event of  default, the guarantor 
cannot later avoid liability. 

It further clarified that there 
is no provision in the Chit 
Funds Act requiring lenders or 
chit fund firms to first exhaust 
recovery proceedings against 
the principal borrower before 
initiating action against the 
surety.

According to the court, the li-
ability of  a surety is co-exten-
sive with that of  the borrower 
and both are equally responsi-
ble for clearing outstanding 
dues. Hence, recovery proceed-
ings can be initiated directly 
against the guarantor if  the 
amount remains unpaid, the 
court ruled.

Rejecting the petitioner’s 
contention that only the Regis-
trar has authority to issue re-
covery certificates, the court 
held that Deputy Registrars are 
also empowered to do so under 
the law.

The court stated that the defi-
nition of  “Registrar” under the 
Act includes Additional Regis-
trar, Joint Registrar, Deputy 
Registrar and Assistant Regis-
trar. It further referred to a gov-
ernment order issued in 2008 
authorising Deputy Registrars 
to discharge the functions of  a 
Registrar. 

Hence, the recovery certifi-
cate issued by a Deputy Regis-
trar is legally valid and carries 
the same force as a civil court 
decree, the court clarified.  P4

E X P R E S S  R E A D

` 3 , 5 0 0  C R  P R O J E C T Quad sharpens Indo-Pacific focus
J A Y A N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

THE Quad grouping sharpened 
its strategic focus on the Indo-
Pacific on Tuesday as the for-
eign ministers of  India, the US, 
Japan and Australia unveiled a 
set of  initiatives aimed at 
strengthening regional energy 
resilience, maritime security, 
critical mineral supply chains 
and port infrastructure.

The Quad Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting, held amid rising geo-
political competition and grow-
ing concerns over economic 

and energy vulnerabilities, sig-
nalled a broader push to insti-
tutionalise cooperation in ma-
jor sectors while ensuring the 
bloc doesn’t get the label of  a 
security alliance.

At the heart of  the announce-
ments was the launch of  the 
Quad Initiative on Indo-Pacific 
Energy Security, a framework 
to deepen cooperation in ener-
gy technology, policy coordina-
tion, and emergency response. 

A joint statement said the 
initiative would seek to “recog-
nize and leverage the unique 

resources and capabilities of  
each country’s energy sector”. 

External Affairs Minister,
S Jaishankar described the dis-
cussions as “substantive and 
productive,” stressing the stra-
tegic importance of  maritime 
collaboration among the four 
democracies. 

“Because we are four mari-
time democracies located at 
different ends of  the Indo-Pa-
cific, the exchange of  perspec-
tives was an exercise of  consid-
erable value,” Jaishankar said 
after the meeting.

Furniture Cluster to 
come up near Gudur 

D  S U R E N D R A  K U M A R  @ Nellore

THE State government has identified about 1,000 acres of  
land near Gudur for the proposed Andhra Pradesh Furniture 
Mega Cluster (APFMC). The project has received a push after 
the government inked a Memorandum of  Understanding 
(MoU) with the Trade Promotion Council of  India (TPCI) at 
the CII Partnership Summit 2025. 

After inspection of  the site on April 13 this year, TPCI of-
ficials had expressed satisfaction with the pro-

posed location, and formally conveyed their 
willingness to go ahead on April 28, giving 
the initiative a fresh momentum.

The ambitious project is expected to at-
tract nearly ̀ 3,500 crore investments, besides  

generating employment opportunities for 
nearly 50,000 to 70,000 people. 

Planned as a large-scale, port-oriented industrial ecosys-
tem, the cluster will integrate every stage of  furniture pro-
duction - from timber imports and processing to manufactur-
ing and export of  finished products. 

The masterplan includes dedicated zones for timber 
processing industries, furniture manufacturing units, logis-
tics and export facilities, a Common Facility Centre, com-
mercial showrooms, residential infrastructure, and sustain-
ability-focused amenities.  P4

Secretary of State Marco Rubio with 
foreign minister S Jaishankar | AP

Cauvery bodies ask K’taka, 
TN to pare paddy acreage
J I T E N D R A  C H O U B E Y  @ New Delhi

AMID forecasts of  a weaker monsoon this year, the Cau-
very Water Regulation Committee (CWRC) and Cauvery 
Water Management Authority (CWMA) on Tuesday asked 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu to exercise caution while al-
locating areas for sowing paddy, a water-intensive crop. 

“Last year, we had a bountiful monsoon and the sharing 
of  water was carried out according to established rules, 
but the upcoming water year (June 2026 to May 2027) is 
going to be a challenge as the India Meteorological De-
partment has predicted a weaker monsoon,” said CWRC 
chairman Vineet Gupta after a meeting with officials 
from the two states. 

According to projections, water shortage could worsen 
in the second half  of  the monsoon season (August-Sep-
tember). CWRC and CWMA were set up by the Centre to 
oversee the sharing and regulation of  Cauvery river wa-
ter among the basin states. Cauvery river originates from 
Karnataka’s Western Ghats and flows eastward into 
Tamil Nadu. The two states are locked in a long-standing 
dispute over allocation of  waters. 

 H I G H - L E V E L  P A N E L

Unnatural demographic change under the lens
M U K E S H  R A N J A N  @ New Delhi

THE government on Tuesday 
constituted a high-level com-
mittee to study how illegal in-
filtration and other factors lead 
to unnatural demographic 
changes across the country. 

Chaired by Justice (Retd) 
Prakash Prabhakar Nawlekar, 
the panel’s members include 
Census Commissioner Mritun-
jay Kumar Narayan, former 
IAS officer Durga Shankar 
Mishra, retired IPS officer 
Balaji Shrivastava and educa-
tionist Shamika Ravi. 

Union home minister Amit 
Shah said, illegal infiltration 
and other reasons leading to un-
natural demographic change is 
a very big challenge. The new 
panel is in line with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s an-

nouncement on August 15, 2025 
to constitute a high-powered de-
mography mission, he said. 

Describing the issue as one 
that goes beyond population 
data, Shah said demographic 
change has direct implications 
for sovereignty, law and order, 
social structure and the preser-
vation of  tribal communities. 
He said the initiative reflects a 
proactive effort to protect the 
country’s integrity and social 
fabric through “well-informed 
and decisive action”.

The committee has 
been tasked with submit-
ting its report within a 
year. It will consult all 
stakeholders and pro-
pose comprehensive 
policy measures to 
address emerg-
ing concerns.

TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 Identify underlying factors like illegal 

immigration, abnormal settlement patterns and 
orchestrated migration

 Analyse structural population changes at the 
level of religious or social communities, particularly 
where they deviate from broader trends

 Recommend a streamlined and permanent 
operational mechanism for the legal, fair, and 
time-bound identification, detention, and 
deportation of illegal immigrants residing  
in the country

 Recommend appropriate institutional 
mechanism to strengthen border management, 
population stabilisation, and identification 
systems for the continuous monitoring of  
such trends

 Comprehensively 
deliberate upon the 

challenges arising 
from demographic 
changes, including 
illegal immigration

 Study possible 
causes, such as 

cross-border 
activities, economic 

opportunities,  
and  

other socio-
environmental 

factors
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Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
held detailed discussions with senior o�cials of 
SBI, Bank of Baroda, Canara Bank and Indian Bank

REAL-TIME MONITORING TO FIX GLITCHES FAST
■  The banks were asked to work closely with CBSE to strengthen the

payment gateway infrastructure through advanced technical 
safeguards, real-time monitoring, and faster grievance redressal

■  Pradhan urged officials to accord the highest priority to this initiative 
to ensure that students do not face technical glitches in future

BANKS TOLD TO HELP SET UP ROBUST SYSTEM
The meeting was held in the backdrop of concerns over the recent payment 
and technical issues faced by students during the CBSE post-result and 
re-evaluation processes. During the interaction, Pradhan asked the banks 
to assist the CBSE to establish a robust, reliable and student-friendly 
digital payment ecosystem, particularly for post-examination services

PRADHAN DISCUSSES CBSE PAYMENT 
GATEWAY OVERHAUL WITH PSU BANKS EXPERTS

FROM IIT-MADRAS AND IIT-KANPUR HAVE 
BEGUN TESTING CBSE PORTAL FOR GLITCHES

Siddu agrees to quit
P R E E T H A  N A I R ,  B A L A  C H A U H A N , 
N A U S H A D  B I J A P U R  &  D E V A R A J  B 
H I R E H A L L I  @ New Delhi/Bengaluru

KARNATAKA Chief  Minister 
Siddaramaiah late on Tuesday 
night agreed to step down, con-
firmed sources privy to the mar-
athon meetings held earlier in 
the day in New Delhi. Although 
Deputy Chief  Minister D K Shi-
vakumar is the front-runner for 
the CM’s post, no decision has 
been taken on who would suc-
ceed him nor on when Siddara-
maiah would tender his resigna-
tion as chief  minister.

But sources said Siddaramai-
ah has sought time to meet Gov-
ernor Thawar Chand Gehlot at 
Lok Bhavan on May 28 at 2 pm, 
and called for the Congress Leg-
islature Party the following day. 
AICC General Secretary K C 
Venugopal and AICC General 
Secretary in-charge of  Karna-
taka, Randeep Singh Surjewala, 
are scheduled to arrive in Ben-
galuru on Wednesday. 

Sources informed this news-
paper that senior Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi asked Siddara-
maiah to step down to resolve 
the prolonged tussle between 
him and Shivakumar. They said 
the CM agreed after a late 
evening huddle with MLAs sup-
porting him.

Shivakumar had been insist-
ing that the high command hand 
over the CM’s post to him, based 

on an agreement of  sharing two-
and-a-half  years that he is said 
to have struck with Siddaramai-
ah after the party came to power 
in the 2023 Assembly polls. The 
half-way mark arrived in  No-
vember last year, but Siddara-
maiah refused to yield.

Siddaramaiah and Shivaku-
mar were summoned to Delhi on 
Monday, where Rahul is said to 
have told the CM that the party 
wanted the transition to take 
place smoothly. However, Sid-
daramaiah sought time to re-
spond to the high command’s 
suggestion that he move to the 
Rajya Sabha to play a “larger 
role” at the national level, ac-
cording to sources.

After marathon meetings — 
from 11.35 am to 6 pm — a visibly 

upset Siddaramaiah huddled 
with his coterie of  cabinet col-
leagues at Karnataka Energy 
Minister K J George’s New Delhi 
residence and conveyed the mes-
sage of  the high command to 
them. He agreed to step down af-
ter this meeting, sources said.

No wonder, Shivakumar and 
his supporters looked upbeat.

Siddaramaiah was carrying a 
letter of  support by 100 party 
MLAs (Congress has 134 of  224 
seats in the assembly) to con-
vince the high command about 
his support. Sources said he will 
hold a meeting with all these 
MLAs at George’s Bengaluru 
residence on Wednesday.

The day saw a series of  meet-
ings attended by Rahul, AICC 
president Mallikarjun Kharge, 

Venugopal and Surjewala. 
Siddaramaiah and Shivaku-

mar were consulted separately 
at the party headquarters. Fol-
lowing the discussions, Rahul 
and Venugopal are said to have 
briefed senior leader Sonia Gan-
dhi on the meetings, before hav-
ing a closed-door meeting with 
Siddaramaiah where he offered
the latter a larger role at the na-
tional level, while asking him to
step down as CM.

For the record, Venugopal dis-
missed all talk on change in lead-
ership as mere speculation. 
Asked if  there was any discus-
sion on leadership change, Sid-
daramaiah, too, said “No”. On a 
possible cabinet reshuffle, the 
CM said, “It did not come up for 
discussion.” 

Siddaramaiah seeks Governor’s appointment at 2 pm on Thursday, calls CLP meeting the 
following day; no clarity yet on successor though Deputy CM Shivakumar is the front-runner

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah (C) and Deputy CM D K Shivakumar (L) with AICC general 
secretary K C Venugopal after a meeting with the high command in Delhi |  PARVEEN NEGI

If not DKS: Who’s in race 
“The Congress high command 
could go in for a complete 
makeover of the party in the state 
and appoint a young, dynamic 
leader with a clean image to lead 
the party in the 2028 assembly 
elections,” sources said 

Byre Gowda: Chart topper
The name of Revenue Minister 
Krishna Byre Gowda is on the top, 
besides Minister for Large & 
Medium Industries and 
Infrastructure Development MB 
Patil. Both have a clean image and 
are known for their good work
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Divisional Railway Manager (DRM) of Waltair Division  
Lalit Bohra, along with DRM, Rayagada Division, Amitabh 
Singhal, and senior railway officials inspected Rayagada 
Divisional Control Office and development works 

DRMs’ 
VISIT

Central team conducts 
soil test at Polavaram 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

A team from the Central Soil 
and Materials Research Station 
(CSMRS) conducted technical 
tests on Tuesday at the Polavar-
am Project construction site as 
part of  ongoing quality assess-
ment and monitoring activi-
ties. The testing process is 
scheduled to continue on 
Wednesday as well.

The CSMRS team included 
experts specialising in soil and 
material testing, namely Sid-
dharth P. Hedavu, Sri Hari T. 
Nair, and Gaurav Pandey.

On Tuesday, the team carried 
out seven tests in the Gap-1 
area of  the project site to evalu-
ate the quality and standards 
of  construction materials be-
ing used in the project.

The tests confirmed that the 
soil, construction materials, 
and rocks being utilised in the 
project meet the required qual-
ity standards, indicating that 
the materials used in the ongo-

ing construction work are 
satisfactory.

Officials stated that each test 
requires approximately seven 
hours to complete, reflecting 
the detailed and comprehen-
sive nature of  the quality as-
sessment process.

The CSMRS team is sched-
uled to conduct similar tests in 
the Gap-2 area on Wednesday. 

Water Resources Department 
Deputy Engineers (DEs) Sri-
kanth and Vijay Kumar, along 
with MEIL (Megha Engineer-
ing & Infrastructures Limited) 
Polavaram Project General 
Manager A Gangadhar, and 
other officialos accompanied 
the visiting team at the project 
site. 

AI enables high quality 
diagnostic services: Min
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

ANDHRA PRADESH has posi-
tioned itself  as a national lead-
er in AI-driven healthcare, with 
both state and central officials 
hailing its pioneering role un-
der the MedTech Challenge.

At the valedictory session of  
the AI-enabled Health Systems 
Conference in Mangalagiri, 
Health Minister Satya Kumar 
Yadav said AI is enabling low-
cost, high-quality diagnostic 
services, reducing the burden 
of  non-communicable diseases, 
and helping families avoid 
heavy medical expenses.

He noted that AI-powered di-
agnostics deliver accurate re-
sults quickly, allowing doctors 
to provide timely treatment.  

Andhra Pradesh has targeted 
reducing the burden of  ten ma-
jor diseases through AI servic-
es, contributing to the vision of  
Viksit Bharat, Viksit Andhra 
Pradesh. 

Earlier, at the partners’ con-

ference held at the Ratan Tata 
Innovation Hub, National 
Health Authority Joint Secre-
tary Kiran Gopal said Andhra 
Pradesh was the first state in 
the country to integrate AI in-
novations into medical servic-
es, earning recognition at the 
national level. 

He highlighted AP’s leader-
ship in digitising medical 
records through ABHA IDs, 
with over 100 crore accounts 
opened nationwide and AP 
ranking at the top. 

The Minister presented cash 
awards and certificates to the 
best performers: Solicit Tech-
nologies (AI diagnostics), Re-
midio Innovative Solutions 
(portable point-of-care devices), 
CareNX Innovations (smart 
monitoring and wearables), 
and Rejuvin Medicare India 
(remote monitoring). Ratan 
Tata Innovation Hub CEO 
Dhatrireddy said the hub is 
building an “army of  inves-
tors” to support startups and 
expanding innovations.

Says AP emerges as national leader in AI-driven healthcare system

DME & principals for 4 medical colleges appointed
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has appointed Dr Attaluri 
Vishnuvardhan as the new Di-
rector of  Medical Education 
(DME), while issuing postings 
to 15 newly promoted Addition-
al Directors of  Medical Educa-
tion (ADME), four principals, 
and nine superintendents 
across government medical col-
leges and hospitals.

Dr. Vishnuvardhan, current-
ly Principal of  Rangaraya Med-
ical College, Kakinada, has 
been elevated to head the State’s 
medical education system. 

He succeeds Dr Raghunan-

dan, who has stepped down 
from the DME post and will 
now serve as Superintendent 
of  Vijayawada Government 
General Hospital. The Chief  
Minister approved the Health 
Department’s proposals for 
these key appointments.

Among the new principals, 

Dr P Ushakiran, Pharmacology 
Professor, Rangaraya Medical 
College, will take charge as 
Principal of  the same college. 

Dr. Basumitradas, Pathology 
Professor, Vizianagaram Medi-
cal College, has been posted as 
Principal of  Paderu Medical 
College. 

Dr  Govindu, Community 
Medicine Professor, Siddhartha 
Medical College in Vijayawada, 
will serve as Principal of  Pidu-
guralla Medical College. 

Dr  S Shivani, Biochemistry 
Professor, Rangaraya Medical 
College, has been appointed 
Principal of  Ongole Medical 
College. 

In Visakhapatnam, Dr V 

Manmadharao, Professor of  
General Surgery at Andhra 
Medical College, has been 
named Director of  Visakha In-
stitute of  Medical Sciences 
(VIMS).

Nine professors have been 
posted as new superintendents, 
including Dr C Srinivasulu (Pi-
duguralla), Dr K A V Sury-
anarayana (Rajamahendravar-
am), Dr G Vishala (Nandyal), 
Dr  P V V Satyanarayana (Elu-
ru), Dr  G Soumini (Srikaku-
lam), Dr  P Srinivasulu (Machil-
ipatnam), Dr P Rajasekhar 
(Paderu), Dr B Manohar ( 
Tirupati Ruia Hospital), and Dr 
V Rajkamal (Palasa Kidney Re-
search Centre).Health Minister Y Satya Kumar Yadav presents awards at the AI-based healthcare 

systems partners conference in Mangalagiri  on Tuesday I  EXPRESS
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TTD serves food to 52L 
devotees in 15 days

Tirumala: Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD) served free 

Annaprasadam to 52,15,715 
devotees during the last 15 days 

from May 11 to 25. The TTD 
through its SV Annaprasadam 
Trust served food along with 

beverages, snacks, Coffee and 
Milk.  The MTVAC (Matrusri 

Tarigonda Vengamamba 
Annaprasada Complex) regularly 

feeds between 60,000 to over 
65,000 devotees per day during 

peak weekends, this is considered 
the average figure daily

HRD Minister releases 
APEDCET-26 results 
Vijayawada: Minister for HRD         
and IT Nara Lokesh on Tuesday 
released the results of the 
APEDCET-2026. A total of 19,741 
students successfully qualified 
out of 19,880 who appeared the 
exam with pass percentage of 
99.30% . “Hearty congratulations 
to all the qualified candidates as 
they take the next step toward 
their teaching careers,” Lokesh 
posted on ‘X’. The results of 
APEDCET-2026 are available at 
https://cets.apsche.ap.gov.in/
EDCET_HomePage.aspx

Disciplinary 
proceedings 
against officials
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirumala

AS part of  the ongoing investi-
gation into the supply of  adul-
terated ghee to Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD), 
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has initiated disciplinary 
proceedings against officials 
from the Inspectorate of  Boil-
ers and Factories.

According to notices issued 
by the Additional SP, SIT, seven 
government servants are joint-
ly implicated in a case alleging 
corrupt practices and receipt 
of  illegal gratification from Sri 
Vyshnavi Dairy Specialities 
Pvt. Ltd., Panabaka village 
(then SPSR Nellore district, 
now Tirupati). The charges re-
late to inspections, licensing, 
and renewal of  certificates.

Those named include Karri 
Parameswara Rao (then Depu-
ty Chief  Inspector of  Factories, 
retired) and six other officials 
working at various places. 

Lokesh attends 
book launch 
prog in Delhi
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

TDP National Working Presi-
dent and Minister for HRD and 
IT Nara Lokesh attended the 
launch of  the book “Apnapan: 
My Experiences with Narendra 
Modi” authored by Union Agri-
culture and Rural Development 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chou-
h a n  i n  N e w  D e l h i  o n          
Tuesday.

The book, which reflects 
Chouhan’s experiences and as-
sociation with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, was unveiled 
at a grand event held at the 
campus of  the Indian Council 
of  Agricultural Research in the 
national capital. 

Former Prime Minister H D 
Deve Gowda and former Vice-
President M Venkaiah Naidu 
attended the programme as 
chief  guests and formally 
launched the book. Delhi Chief  
Minister Rekha Gupta and oth-
ers attended. 

Severe heatwave in  
68 mandals likely today
Vijayawada: The Andhra Pradesh 

State Disaster Management 
Authority (APSDMA) has urged 

people to remain vigilant as 
extreme heatwave conditions 

continue across the state. 
APSDMA MD Prakhar Jain advised 
residents to avoid travel between 

11 am and 4 pm. He also cautioned 
against lightning-related risks 
during sudden thunderstorms. 

Forecasts indicate that on 
Wednesday, 68 mandals will face 
severe heatwave and 93 mandals 

will experience hot winds 


