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Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 19 : Dr. Ranoj
Pegu, Hon'ble Education Min-
ister, Government of Assam, on
Friday released the Guidelines
for Operationalisation of the
4th Year of the Four-Year Un-
dergraduate Programme
(FYUGP) for affiliated colleges
under Gauhati University,
along with the NEP Ready
Reckoner 2026 and an FAQ
Booklet on FYUGP Fourth
Year. The release was held at
the University campus in the
presence of Vice Chancellor
Prof. Nani Gopal Mahanta,
representatives of the Assam
College Principals' Council and
other dignitaries.Speaking at
the event, Dr. Pegu congratu-
lated Gauhati University on
preparing the guideline, call-
ing it the first such guideline
prepared by the university, and
thanked the team behind the
accompanying FAQ booklet.
"Whenever we face any com-
plication, or a crisis, or a con-
fusing matter, we will not re-
act. We will act," he said, add-
ing that addressing such is-
sues called for calm delibera-
tion, identification of stake-

Dr Ranoj Pegu launches Operational Details of FYUGP Fourth
Year, NEP Ready Reckoner 2026 and FAQ Booklet at GU

Kolkata, June 19 :
Bandhan Bank today an-
nounced an attractive
FCNR (B) deposit offering
for its NRI customers, pro-
viding a compelling oppor-
tunity to invest in USD-
linked deposits over a me-
dium to long-term horizon.
The Bank is offering 7.1%
interest rate on USD 1 mil-
lion and above FCNR (B)
deposits for tenures rang-
ing from 3 to 5 years. Inter-
est rate for up to USD 1mil-
lion has been increased to
7%.This initiative is ex-
pected to help NRI cus-
tomers secure stable and
competitive returns over a
longer tenure, while also
mitigating exposure to po-
tential exchange rate fluc-
tuations, particularly in the

Bandhan Bank increases FCNR (B)
deposit offerings 7.1% interest rate
on FCNR (B) deposits of USD 1
million and above 7% for FCNR
(B) deposits up to USD 1 million

Deposit tenures ranging from 3 to 5 years
event of rupee
depreciation.Commenting
on the offer, Rajinder
Kumar Babbar, Executive
Director & Chief Business
Officer, Bandhan Bank,
said, “We are pleased to
introduce this attractive
FCNR (B) deposit offering
for our NRI customers at a
time when they are seek-
ing stability and value in
their overseas invest-
ments. This offering al-
lows them to lock in com-
petitive returns for a
longer duration while ef-
fectively mitigating cur-
rency-related risks. At
Bandhan Bank, we remain
committed to delivering
tailored solutions that
meet the evolving financial
needs of our global cus-

tomer base.”The offering
follows the Reserve Bank
of India’s introduction of
a US Dollar–Rupee Forex
Swap Facility for banks
on fresh FCNR (B) depos-
its mobilised for a mini-
mum tenor of three years
and up to five years. This
regulatory measure is
aimed at encouraging for-
eign currency inflows
into the banking
system.Bandhan Bank,
with a network of nearly
2000 bank branches
across the country, is ex-
tending this limited-pe-
riod offer to NRIs, invit-
ing them to open non-
resident accounts at any
of its branches and ben-
efit from the current
favourable deposit rates.

holders, and timely consulta-
tion before matters move into
public debate. He further de-
scribed the State government
as a responsive one, stating
that it would intervene
promptly wherever advance
indication of an issue was
received.The welcome ad-
dress was delivered by Prof.
Utpal Sarma, Registrar and the
inaugural address was deliv-
ered by Prof. Nani Gopal
Mahanta, Vice Chancellor fol-
lowed by the address by Dr.
Ranoj Pegu. The vote of
thanks was proposed by Prof.
Rajib Handique, Academic
Registrar. In his inaugural ad-
dress, Prof. Mahanta ac-
knowledged that the transi-
tion to the Fourth Year had
brought genuine operational
challenges, but described
these as an opening rather
than an obstacle. "A challeng-
ing situation can be ap-
proached in two ways: one
way is that we give in and let
the challenge overtake us.
But the challenge also gives
us an opportunity — an op-
portunity to redefine, an op-
portunity to reroute. We have

taken this challenge as an op-
portunity," he said.The
guidelines provide a clear
roadmap for the introduction
of the 4th year through two
pathways, Honours and
Honours with Research, in
line with the vision of NEP
2020. A key provision allows
all colleges offering Major
programmes to begin the 4th
year even without post-
graduate programmes. For
the 2026–27 academic ses-
sion, special relaxations have
been built in to ensure a
smooth transition, including
admission to the Honours
pathway for students with
backlogs, and simplified pro-
visions for research super-
vision and infrastructure.
The guidelines further en-
able eligible students com-
pleting the 4th year to pur-
sue direct PhD admission,
opening up new pathways
for higher learning and
research.Dr. Pegu also spoke
on the State's broader higher
education reforms, including
the rationalisation of out-
dated academic programmes
and the introduction of in-

dustry-designed courses,
citing Assam's first such
programme designed en-
tirely by industry. He further
outlined the government's
approach to regulating self-
finance courses across uni-
versities and colleges, stat-
ing that such programmes
would either be brought un-
der clear regulatory norms
or discontinued, with safe-
guards to ensure faculty are
paid sustainable
salaries.Prof. Mahanta fur-

ther acknowledged the
contributions of the Coun-
cil Chairperson in shaping
the operational details, and
noted that the NEP Ready
Reckoner had been de-
signed in a pictorial format
to make the student jour-
ney, from admission
through to completion and
evaluation, easy to follow
for students, faculty and
principals alike. He clarified
that the document was not
final in nature and that fur-

ther suggestions from stakehold-
ers, including the Assam College
Teachers' Association and the
Assam College Principals' Coun-
cil, would be incorporated in the
days ahead.The event was at-
tended by Deans of faculties, fac-
ulty members, Secretary of Uni-
versity Classes, principals of af-
filiated colleges, academicians,
and other dignitaries, reflecting
what the university described as
a collaborative effort toward the
smooth implementation of the
National Education Policy 2020.

Assam Rising
 Guwahati, June 19 : The 88th
Meeting of the Brahmaputra
Board was held in Guwahati
today under the chairmanship
of the Chairman, Brahmaputra
Board. Representatives from
the Ministry of Jal Shakti, Cen-
tral Water Commission, NITI
Aayog, Government of Assam,
other basin states and experts
from various national institu-
tions attended the meeting.The
Board reviewed the progress of
ongoing programmes related to
integrated water resources de-
velopment and management in

the Brahmaputra and Barak
river basins. Discussions fo-
cused on river basin master
planning, flood and erosion
management, springshed de-
velopment, sediment manage-
ment and strengthening coor-
dination among basin states for
sustainable use of water
resources.The Board noted the
progress made in the prepara-
tion and updation of river ba-
sin master plans across the
North Eastern Region. Work
covering 15 river sub-basins in
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Mizoram and
Nagaland is underway, includ-
ing surveys, modelling and GIS-
based planning activities. New
packages covering additional
river basins have also been
taken up.The meeting reviewed
the ongoing study on soil ero-

Brahmaputra Board Re-
views Flood Management,
River Basin Planning and
Sustainable Development
Initiatives in North East

sion and flood management
in the Barak Basin and the
sedimentation study in the
Siang and Dibang river ba-
sins being carried out by
IIT Guwahati. The Board
stressed the need for timely
preparation of Detailed
Project Reports for vulner-
able locations and high-
lighted the importance of
scientific approaches to
sediment management and
river stabilization.The draft
policy framework for the
riverine islands of the
Brahmaputra River was also

discussed. The proposed
framework aims to support
sustainable development,
ecological conservation,
livelihood enhancement
and disaster resilience of
communities living on the
islands. Progress in prepar-
ing Standard Operating
Procedures for river basin
master planning and
springshed management
was also reviewed to pro-
mote scientific and partici-
patory planning processes
across basin states. Finan-
cial and administrative mat-
ters, including the Annual
Accounts and Annual Re-
port for 2025-26, revised
budget allocations and the
Annual Action Plan for
2026-27, were also consid-
ered during the meeting.

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 19 : A National
Panel Discussion on
“Multidisciplinary Nutrition in Tran-
sition: Opportunities, Risks, and the
Way Forward” was jointly organized
by the Home Science Association of
India (HSAI) and the Department of
Home Science, Banaras Hindu Uni-
versity, on June 16. The session was
led by Prof. Madhu Sharan, Presi-
dent, HSAI, and coordinated by Prof.
Suman Singh, Honorary Secretary,
HSAI. The panel featured eminent ex-
perts including Prof. Jagmeet Madan,
Prof. Pulkit Mathur, Prof. Usha
Antony, and Prof. Mamoni Das, along
with participation from around 200
academicians and stakeholders across
the country. Prof. Jagmeet Madan
highlighted that the formation of
NCAHP is a welcome move towards
standardization and informed that
provisions regarding equivalence for
students who graduated prior to 2026
are currently under draft and expected
to provide clarity. However, other
panelists and the wider participant
group raised serious concerns that the
current framework, if implemented
without adequate transition mecha-
nisms, may adversely impact thou-
sands of students enrolled in Home
Science and Food & Nutrition
programmes across universities. Key
issues included lack of clarity on rec-

National Panel Raises
Concerns over NCAHP Regu-
lations on Nutrition Education

ognition, possible exclusion from
employment opportunities, and
challenges in aligning diverse aca-
demic systems under a uniform
regulatory model. The panel em-
phasized that Nutrition is a
multidisciplinary field and should
not be restricted to hospital-
based dietetics alone. It called for
safeguarding existing
programmes, ensuring equiva-
lence for current students, and
protecting diverse career path-
ways in public health, food sci-
ence, research, and community
development. The panel recom-
mended introduction of bridge
courses, clear equivalence crite-
ria, and a consultative approach
involving UGC, NCAHP,
ICAR, and other stakeholders.
It also urged explicit recognition
of Home Science graduates for
relevant positions across sectors.
The event concluded with a Vote
of Thanks by Prof. Mukta Singh
from the host institution, BHU.
The programme was efficiently
coordinated by Prof. Neeru
Sharma and Dr. Komal Chauhan.
The discussion concluded with
a strong call for collaborative and
inclusive policy implementation
to ensure that standardization
does not compromise academic
diversity or student futures. Assam Rising

Bilasipara, June 19: A grand Jan
Kalyan Shivir-2026 was organized
on Friday  at the conference hall of
the Bilasipara Co-District
Commissioner’s Office in Dhubri
district. The special public welfare
camp was held to mark 12 years
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s tenure. The primary ob-
jective of the camp was to make
various government welfare
schemes easily accessible to the
public, create awareness about
these initiatives, ensure prompt
redressal of public grievances, and
strengthen the delivery of govern-
ment services at the grassroots
level. During the programme, land
allotment (Patta) certificates were
distributed to several educational
institutions and the Forest Depart-
ment, while PM-KISAN certifi-
cates were handed over to eligible
farmers. The certificates were for-
mally distributed by Bilasipara Co-
District Commissioner Dr. Priti
Lekha Deka. In her inaugural ad-
dress, Dr. Deka highlighted the
major developmental achievements

Bilasipara Hosts Jan
Kalyan Shivir-2026,

Government Services
Reach People’s Doorstep

witnessed across India and Assam
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. She
urged officials of all departments
to work with sincerity and dedi-
cation to ensure that the benefits
of both Central and State Gov-
ernment welfare schemes reach
every genuine beneficiary. She also
elaborated on several flagship
schemes of the Central Govern-
ment, including Ayushman Bharat,
PM Ujjwala Yojana, Viksit Bharat
Sankalp, PM-KISAN, PM Surya
Ghar Yojana, and Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana. In addition, she ex-
plained the benefits of key Assam
Government initiatives such as
Orunodoi 3.0, Nijut Moina, and
Mukhyamantri Atmanirbhar
Assam. The ‘Jan Kalyan Shivir-
2026’ witnessed an enthusiastic
response from local residents. Vari-
ous government departments set up
information and exhibition stalls,
providing detailed guidance on gov-
ernment schemes, public services,
and benefits. On-the-spot registra-
tion facilities were also made avail-
able for eligible beneficiaries.

Assam Rising
North Lakhimpur, June 19: In con-
nection with the 12th International
Yoga Day to be celebrated on June 21,
a yogasana competition was held at
the Indoor Stadium of North
Lakhimpur University on Thursday
by Lakhimpur District Administra-
tion and AYUSH Department in col-
laboration with North Lakhimpur
University and Su-Swasthya, a local
NGO. The agenda of the event began
with the lighting of a ceremonial lamp
by Dr. Biman Chetia, the Registrar of
the University and the competition
was inaugurated by Dr. Biman
Hazarika, Additional Chief Medical
Officer of the district. In the 'A' cat-
egory of the competition Sanvi
Bhardwaj, Alina Pawe, Jaishnavi
Gogoi respectively grabbed first, sec-
ond, third position while Pratyoshna
Barua, Nabya Gogoi, Abhipsa Saikia
secured first, second, third position in
the  'B' category. Similarly, Tulip
Sarma, Drishti Dina Bora, Barsha

Yogasana competition
held in Lakhimpur

Sandilya secured first, second,
third position in the 'C' category
while Mousumi Devi,
Kakumani Dutta Saikia and
Smita Gogoi respectively secured
the first, second and third posi-
tion in the 'D' category. The com-
petition was attended by
AYUSH District Nodal Officer
Dr. Mridul Bora, District Pro-
gram Manager, Kundil Dutta,
University Yoga Instructor, Dr.
Chandan Kumar Medhi, Yoga
Practitioner Bedakanta
Mohanta and the yoga students
of the university. Azad
Hazarika, Rumi Barpatra
Gohain, Bijanti Narzary, Ranu
Gogoi served as the referees of
the competition. The winners
will be awarded certificates and
trophies in the celebration of the
International Yoga Day on June
21 by the Lakhimpur district
administration and the AYUSH
department.


