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PTI 
KOLKATA 

The Suvendu Adhikari-led BJP gov-
ernment in West Bengal is all set to in-
troduce the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) 
Bill in the state on Monday during its 
ongoing Budget session of the Assem-
bly, much ahead of the party-stated six-
month deadline, a source in the state 
cabinet said. 

The matter was discussed and finalised 
in a Business Advisory Committee meet-
ing held in the Assembly on Thursday 
evening, he added. 

The development could mark one of 
the most consequential legal and social 
policy shifts in Bengal in recent times, 

with the BJP holding the UCC as repre-
senting both a major governance promise 
and a politically significant reform. 

Ahead of the 2026 Assembly elections, 
the BJP had pledged in its manifesto that 
the UCC would be implemented within 
six months of coming to power in the 
state. The promise was prominently high-
lighted by Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah while unveiling the party's election 
manifesto, or ‘Sankalp Patra’, in April. 

“Several states, including Uttarakhand, 
Gujarat, Assam, Madhya Pradesh and 
Maharashtra, have already implemented 
the UCC proposals. Bengal will now also 
implement it in line with other BJP-ruled 
states as we had promised ahead of the 
elections,” a minister in the Adhikari cabi-

net said. 
Political observers maintained the 

presentation of the Bill at the very first As-
sembly session, in less than two months 
of the BJP assuming power in the state, 
indicated the eagerness of the new ad-
ministration to push through the party’s 
electoral promise. 

One of the most closely watched pol-
icy initiatives of the state's first BJP gov-
ernment, the UCC seeks to establish a 
common set of civil laws governing 
matters such as marriage, divorce, in-
heritance and adoption for all citizens, 
irrespective of faith, replacing the exist-
ing religion-based personal laws, spe-
cifically enforcing a ban on polygamy 
and the triple talaq. 

BJP govt set for early UCC rollout 
in Bengal, Bill likely on Monday

ED grills 
Pinarayi 
Vijayan’s
daughter for 
over 10 hrs  
PTI 
KOCHI 

Veena T, daughter of 
former Kerala Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, was questioned 
by the ED for over 10 
hours in a money laun-
dering case linked to 
her now-defunct IT 
firm Exalogic Solutions 
Pvt Ltd and CMRL. 

Veena arrived at the 
ED office here at 
around 9.20 am, 
sources said. 

Though she had in-
itially been asked to ap-
pear again on June 29, 
the date was later ad-
vanced and she ap-
peared before the 
agency on Thursday, 
they said. 

The interrogation, 
which commenced at 
10.30 am, ended after 
8.30 pm and she left 
the ED office. 

ED sources said 
that Veena has been 
asked to appear again 
as and when 
required, as part of 
the interrogation. 

She was questioned 
for over nine hours by 
the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) on June 
17 in connection with 
the case registered 
under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA). 

On June 19, ED offi-
cials inspected 
Veena's bank lockers 
in Thiruvananthapu-
ram as part of the on-
going investigation. 

According to ED 
sources, further ques-
tioning was con-
sidered necessary 
after analysing her 
earlier statement and 
the evidence collected 
during the probe. 


