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Collector Vijaya Krishnan on Saturday called upon public 
to take responsibility in planting saplings, conserving 
groundwater and environment while taking part in two 
tree-planting programmes held in Anakapalle district
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SIT detains Nagaraju’s 
aide, hunt on for 2 cops

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) probing the sen-
sational custodial death of  24-
year-old Gade Sai Krishna 
has intensified its investiga-
tion, taking into custody 
Suresh, a close associate of  
suspended Circle Inspector 
SSVV Nagaraju, while 
launching a manhunt 
for two absconding 
police personnel al-
legedly linked to it. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
sources, Suresh was 
detained for question-
ing regarding his alleged 
role in the events that fol-
lowed Sai Krishna’s death in 
police custody. 

Investigators suspect that 
he played a key part in assist-
ing Nagaraju in the alleged 
disappearance and subse-
quent cremation of  the vic-
tim’s body. SIT officials are 
examining Suresh’s involve-
ment in the aftermath of  the 

custodial death, his relation-
ship with Nagaraju, and alle-
gations that he interfered in 
police affairs despite not be-
ing a police officer. 

The investigation is also fo-
cusing on Suresh’s interac-
tions with Sai Krishna’s fam-
ily members after  the 
incident. Officials are trying 
to determine whether he act-

ed as an intermediary on 
behalf  of  the suspended 

inspector during the 
critical period follow-
ing youth’s death. 

Meanwhile, special 
SIT teams have been 

dispatched to Hydera-
bad, Chennai and Ben-

galuru to trace and arrest ab-
sconding head constables 
Ashok and Jangam Nani. 

The two policemen are sus-
pected to have played a cru-
cial role in the custodial tor-
ture of  Sai Krishna and the 
subsequent efforts to dispose 
of  evidence. Notices have al-
ready been served at their 
residences directing them to 

appear before investigators, 
b u t  b o t h  r e m a i n 
untraceable. 

As part of  the ongoing 
probe, SIT officials have also 
questioned senior police of-
f i c e r s,  i n cl u d i n g  D C P 
Krishnakant Patel, Task 
Force Additional DCP K 
Latha Kumari and ACP Man-
asa. Investigators are exam-
ining the sequence of  events 
leading to Sai Krishna’s death 
and the alleged involvement 
of  other individuals. 

Separately, the NTR district 
police have initiated an inves-
tigation into the suicide of  
Kranthi Kumar, who had al-
legedly accused suspended 
inspector Nag araju of  
harassment. 

Kranthi Kumar died by sui-
cide in the month of  May af-
ter recording a selfie video 
detailing his allegations, and 
investigators are examining 
whether there is any connec-
tion between his claims and 
broader allegations against 
the suspended officer.

Notices served at the houses of two absconding policemen

Indian Naval ships reach 
Thai to boost maritime ties

Acid beetle causes skin rashes 
to Kadiyam nursery workers

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam 

INDIAN Naval Ships Udaygiri, 
Kavaratti and Shakti of  the 
Eastern Fleet arrived at Satta-
hip, Thailand, as part of  their 
operational deployment to the 
South East Asia region.

The ships, led by Rear Admi-
ral Alok Ananda, Flag Officer 
Commanding Eastern Fleet, 
were received by the Royal Thai 
Navy. The port call is part of  In-
dia’s continued maritime en-
gagement with South East 
Asian nations and shows the 
maritime partnership between 
India and Thailand. The visit 

will include professional ex-
changes, cross-deck visits, op-
erational interactions, sporting 
engagements and community 
outreach programmes to boost  
cooperation and interoperabil-
ity between the two navies.

The port call is aimed at 
strengthening bilateral mari-
time ties, mutual cooperation 
and camaraderie between In-
dia and Thailand. It showcases 
the indigenous design, modu-
lar construction and state-of-
the-art technology of  Indian 
Naval ships, highlighting In-
dia’s growing defence capabili-
ties and its role as a reliable 
partner in defence technology.

K V  S A I L E N D R A  @ Rajamahendravaram

A growing number of  nursery 
workers in Kadiyam, about 10 
km from Rajahmundry, are re-
porting skin irritation caused 
by Paederus beetle, commonly 
known as the acid beetle or Nai-
robi fly, as plant transportation 
activities increase following in-
termittent rains.

Kadiyam, one of  the largest 
nursery hubs with 3,000 nurs-
ery growers, provides liveli-
hoods to 50,000 workers who 
come in contact with insects 
while handling plants. The con-
dition, known as Paederus der-
matitis, is not caused by a bite 

or sting. The beetle releases a 
chemical called pederin when 
it is crushed on skin, causing 
redness, burning, itching and 
blister-like lesions that appear 
within 24-48 hours. 

If  the toxin comes in contact 
with the eyes, it can cause se-
vere inflammation, known as 
“Nairobi eye”.

East Godavari District Medi-
cal and Health Officer Dr N 
Vasundhara said “There is no 
need to panic. The condition is 
not life-threatening and mainly 
causes itching, burning sensa-
tion and skin rashes.” Doctors 
advised workers to remove the 
beetle gently and wash skin.

APSCHE to launch Faculty 
Development Prog tomorrow
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE Andhra Pradesh State 
Council of  Higher Education 
(APSCHE), under the leader-
ship of  Prof. K Madhu Murthy, 
Chairman, is conducting a five-
day Faculty Development Pro-
gramme (FDP) on Massive 
Open Online Courses (MOOCs) 
to promote digital learning and 
strengthen the higher educa-
tion ecosystem in the State.

Organised in collaboration 
with Acharya Nagarjuna Uni-
versity under RUSA, the pro-
gramme is being conducted 
from June 29 to July 3 with the 
participation of  around 70 fac-
ulty members from universi-
ties and colleges across AP.

The FDP aims to transform 
faculty members into digital 
educators by equipping them 

with the skills to design, devel-
op, and deliver high-quality on-
line courses. 

The programme primarily 
focuses on Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) and Quantum Tech-
nologies, enabling institutions 
to offer future-oriented educa-
tion aligned with the needs of  
industry and society.

A key outcome of  the initia-
tive will be the development of  
APSCHE’s State MOOCs Plat-
form, which will host quality 
online courses integrated with 
the Academic Bank of  Credits 
(ABC), expanding access to 
flexible and credit-based learn-
ing for students across Andhra 
Pradesh.

Madhu Murthy, informed 
that digital education is central 
to the future of  higher educa-
tion and that APSCHE is com-
mitted to building a technolo-

gy-enabled academic ecosystem 
where faculty become creators 
of  quality digital content and 
students gain access to world-
class learning resources. 1

The workshop is being facili-
tated by experts from the Na-
tional Institute of  Educational 
Planning and Administration 
(NIEPA), New Delhi, and re-
flects APSCHE’s commitment 
to implementing the vision of  
NEP 2020 through innovation, 
digital transformation, and ca-
pacity building.

Education experts view the 
initiative as a model for state-
led digital transformation in 
higher education. By combin-
ing policy support, faculty de-
velopment, technology integra-
t i o n ,  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
collaboration, the programme 
directly advances the objectives 
of  NEP 2020 and RUSA.

Heavy rain likely across State in next 24 hours
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE APSDMA has forecast 
moderate to heavy rainfall 
across several parts of  the state 
over the next 24 hours due to 
prevailing weather systems 
over the region. 

According to APSDMA MD 
Prakhar Jain, a trough extend-
ing from the AP coast to central 
Maharashtra remains active. 
In addition, a cyclonic circula-

tion persists over the west-cen-
tral Bay of  Bengal and adjoin-
ing South Coastal AP. The 
combined influence of  these 
systems is expected to bring 
cloudy weather, scattered mod-
erate to heavy rains, and gusty 
winds across the state. 

For Sunday, light rainfall is 
likely in Srikakulam, NTR, 
Anantapur, Sri Sathya Sai, Ka-
dapa, Annamayya, Chittoor 
and Tirupati districts. 

The authority reported sig-

nificant rainfall between 8.30 
am on Saturday. The highest 
rainfall of  86.2 mm was record-
ed at Velerupadu in Eluru dis-
trict, followed by 83.6 mm at 
Mudinepalli in Krishna district 
and 74 mm at Attili in West Go-
davari district. 

Residents have been urged to 
stay away from snapped electri-
cal wires and move to safe loca-
tions upon hearing thunder, 
particularly farmers, and cattle 
herders working in fields.

All set for Pulse Polio immunisation drive
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE government has complet-
ed all arrangements for the 
statewide Pulse Polio Immuni-
sation Programme to be con-
ducted on Sunday, with 49.20 
lakh children below the age of  
five set to receive polio drops.

H e a l t h  C o m m i s s i o n e r 

Chakradhar Babu said Chief  
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu 
will inaugurate the programme 
at the Undavalli Camp Office, 
while Health Minister Y Satya 
Kumar will launch the cam-
paign in Visakhapatnam.

The government has allocat-
ed ̀ 6.20 crore for the successful 
implementation of  the cam-
paign. Booth-level vaccination 

teams comprising ANMs, 
ASHA, Anganwadi workers 
and staff  nurses will adminis-
ter polio drops on Sunday.

Officials will mark houses 
with the letter ‘P’ after all eligi-
ble children have been vacci-
nated, while houses where any 
child is missed will be marked 
with an ‘X’ to facilitate follow-
up visits.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

11-year-old boy drowns, 
2 girls rescued at beach
Nellore: An 11-year-old boy 
reportedly drowned and a 
13-year-old and 17-year-old girl 
went missing after sea currents 
swept them at Kotha Koduru 
beach in Nellore district on 
Saturday. Police rescued the girls 
after the family entered the sea. 
Investigation is underway


