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GERMANY ENTER KNOCKOUTS,
HISTORICPOINT FOR CURACAO

Germany become third side to officially qualify
for the World Cup Round of 32 while debutants
Curacao hold Ecuador to a goalless draw. A look...

DENIZ THE MENACE, YAMAL OPENS ACCOUNT

Substitute Deniz Undav was the standout as Germany beat Ivory Coast 2-1
in Toronto on Saturday. Undav scored the equaliser in the 68th-minute
before going on to score a dramatic injury-time winner. On Sunday, Lamine
Yamal made a goalscoring return for Spain as the European champions
got their campaign back on track with a 4-0 drubbing of Saudi Arabia.

Germany players celebrate Demz Undav’s (L) second goal on Saturday | ap

A POINT TO REMEMBER FOR DEBUTANTS

m Goalkeeper Eloy Room was the hero, keeping out a record 15 shots as
Curacao secured their first ever World Cup point

m Lionel Messi will once again be in focus when Argentina face Austria
today as he looks to become all-time leading goalscorer in WC history
— he currently shares the top spot with Miroslav Klose (16 goals) | P11
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TODAY'S MATCHES

Group J: Argentina vs Austria (10:30
PM), Jordan vs Algeria (8:30 AM*).
Group I: France vs Iraq (2:30 AM*),

Norway vs Senegal (5:30 AM*).
*/ST Tuesday | Live on United8 Sports & ZEES
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Two workers dead, 62 hospitalised after

NEET-UGretest done,
Physics stumps many

No slip-ups this time; questions far more difficult, say experts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@NewDelhi

A collective sigh of relief was
evident across the country on
Sunday evening after the
NEET-UG retest concluded
without any slip-ups. For a
majority of the 20 lakh-odd
medical aspirants across India
who sat for the re-examination
on Sunday, nearly six weeks
after the original test was
scrapped following a paper
leak that triggered widespread
protests and put the govern-
ment on the defensive, the
question paper appeared much
tougher than the earlier one.

The National Testing Agen-
cy (NTA) said candidates ap-
peared at 5,440 centres in India
and 14 abroad, with the exam
conducted in 13 languages.
Around seven lakh officials —
including police personnel,
observers and examination
staff — were deployed to over-
see the exercise, completed in
what the agency described as
arecord 37 days.

“This was not the NTA act-
ing alone. It was Team Bharat
— achain of people across the
country who showed up so
that, for each candidate, the
only thing that mattered that
morning was the paper in
front of them,” Director Gen-
eral of NTA, Abhishek Singh,
said in a statement.

NTA announced the results
would be released earlier than
expected.

Security was visibly tight-
ened at examination centres,
with Aadhaar-based biometric
authentication, CCTV surveil-
lance, signal jammers and a
mandatory two-layer frisking
deployed. Impersonation at-
tempts and forged admit cards
were detected at a few loca-
tions, NTA Director General
Abhishek Singh confirmed.

“There have been a few in-
stances of the usage of fake
admit cards as well as fake
Aadhaar cards by a few who
tried to write the exam for oth-
ers. They could not succeed in
their objective,” Singh said.

A candidate being fnsked ahead of NEET-UG retest in Nagpur on Sunday | pmi

NTA is especially grateful to the experts from
academic institutions across the country who gave
their personal time to help prepare multiple sets of
question papers — National Testing Agency

CJP protest to continue on Monday, farmers invited

The Cockroach Janta Party on Sunday invited farmer groups to join

its protests over alleged exam irregularities and the NEET paper leak,
with founder Abhijeet Dipke saying the protest at Delhi’s Jantar
Mantar will continue on Monday. On the second day of the protest,
Dipke sought support from farmer unions and reiterated the demand
for Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan’s resignation. He
also alleged that Delhi Police personnel were seeking Aadhaar details
and addresses of people donating water and food to the protesters

PM Modi delays travel back home in view of retest

Preventing standard security-related traffic restrictions, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi delayed his departure from Delhi Airport by
around 45 minutes on Sunday to avoid traffic disruptions for NEET-
UG re-examination candidates. Arriving at Delhi’s IGI airport from
Kolkata at 1.15 pm, PM Modi learned that the NEET-UG exam was
slated to start at 2 pm and there were several exam centres along his
route to Lok Kalyan Marg, his residence. The PM chose to hold his
convoy until most students reached their centres, officials said

A male candidate who at-
tempted to hide a SIM card
and an old question paper in
his undergarments was
caught, said a PTI report.

Students though appeared
flummoxed by the difficulty
level of the Physics segment
of the test. Students told this
paper that the question paper
was much tougher than the
cancelled May 3 exam. Deepak
Kumar, who was making his
fifth attempt, said, “Biology

Govt constitutes SIT to
probe Sai Krishna case

PHANINDRA PAPASANI
@ Vijayawada

IN a major development in the

sensational disappearance

of rowdy-sheeter Gade

Sai Krishna from the

Krishna Lanka police

station, the State gov-

ernment has constitut-

ed a Special Investiga-

tion Team (SIT) headed by

an Inspector General of Police

(IGP) rank officer to probe the

mystery behind the incident.
According to an order issued

on Sunday, IG rank officer M
RaviPrakash has been appoint-
ed as the head of Special Inves-
tigation Team, and West Goda-
vari Superintendent of
Police Adnan Nayeem
Asmi, Alluri Sitarama

® Raju district SP Amit

Bardar, and Bapatla

Additional SP L Sud-

hakar as members.

The four-member Spe-
cial Investigation Team has
been tasked with conducting a
comprehensive probe into Sai
Krishna’s disappearance. P4

was easy but Physics is what I
would call tough. Let me see
how much I can score.”

A good number of candi-
dates across the country
missed the exam by turning
up late and were denied entry
after 1.30 pm for re-exam.

Leading coaching centre
Akash Educational Services
Limited said this NEET was
calculation-heavy and rigor-
ous and the cut-off is slated to
correct below 600.

ammonia gas leak at plant near Chennai

RAJALAKSHMI SAMPATH
@ Chennai

TWO women workers from Od-
isha died and 62 others were
hospitalised after an ammonia
gas leak from a seafood export
unit at Kannigaipair near Peri-
yapalayam (around 40km from
Chennai) in Tiruvallur district
on Sunday morning. The de-
ceased were identified as Ju-
mani Juang (19) and Malati
(20). The condition of seven
workers is critical, sources
said. Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay has ordered a probe by a
high-level committee and a so-
latium of ¥21lakh each to kin of
the deceased. Police registered
a case and are questioning the
unit’s owners.

The workers, most of them
young women aged 19-20 and
hailingfrom Odisha, Jharkhand,
Assam and West Bengal, were
off-duty and resting in their
hostel rooms about 50m from
the unit’s ammonia plant when
theleak occurred around 11 am.
The National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) team, roped in by
the Tamil Nadu government to
carry out rescue operations,
said the gas had spread to the
workers’ accommodation, caus-

Workers being treated at a government hospital in Chennai on Sunday (left) NDRF personnel clearing the dormitory | express

The ammonia gas

leak took place

around 11 am on
Sunday at the seafood
export unit, spreading to
the workers’ accommodation

Health Minister K

G Arunraj said

that experts had
reported a high level of
ammonia, around 300
ppm, in the air at the plant

About 130

unaffected workers,

hailing from
Odisha, Jharkhand, Assam
and West Bengal, were sent
to a wedding hall nearby

Police registered a

case under sections

105 and 125(a) of
the BNS. Unit owners, Mohan
and Joseph, were detained
by police for inquiry

ing them breathing difficulties
and discomfort. According to
Health Minister K G Arunraj,
one of the workers Killed died
on the way to the hospital. Of
the 62 hospitalised, 58 are wom-
en and four are men.

An NDREF official told TNIE
that the unit’s main ammonia

storage was on the ground floor.
The leak is suspected to have
been from a nozzle on a pipeline
carrying the gas to the first
floor. “We suspect this caused
the incident, but the exact cause
will be known only after a de-
tailed technical investigation,”
he said.

Yoga Mandirams will be constructed
in wards to promote wellness: CM

S GURU SRIKANTH @ Vijayawada

BUILDING on the record-break-
ing success of the Yogandhra
initiative, the government is
set to institutionalise wellness
by constructing permanent
Yoga Mandirams in every
Swarna Grama and Ward Sec-
retariat across the State. Chief
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu
announced it during the Yo-
gandhra 2026 celebrations held
in Vijayawada on Sunday.
Furthermore, the Sanjeevani
project, which integrates yoga
and holistic wellness into the
healthcare system, is set for a
statewide launch on August 15.
Emphasising that the future of
AP lies in the fusion of technol-
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(M Chandrababu Naidu takes part in the Yoga Day celebrations, along with Yoga
Guru Baba Ramdev, at the IGMC Stadium in Vijayawada on Sunday | express

ogy and spirituality, Naidu
said, “When technology is
paired with spirituality, a soci-
ety becomes ‘unstoppable.” We
want to build a healthy, wealthy,
and happy Andhra Pradesh.”
This major vision was un-
veiled during the International

Shwetha-led AMMA leadership quits

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Kochi

SHWETHA Menon, the first
woman president of the Asso-
ciation of Malayalam Movie
Artists (AMMA), and the entire
executive committee on Sun-
day stepped down amid
mounting internal rifts
and controversies.

The dramatic resig-
nations followed the an-
nual general body
meeting in Kochi,
which witnessed
heated argu-
ments over the
annual report

and statement of accounts. Sev-
eral senior members alleged
financial discrepancies when
the accounts were presented.
Shwetha said Sunday’s inci-
dents were part of an agenda.
“I feel efforts were going on to
hand over the association to
persons against whom alle-
gations had been raised. I
am not willing to act as a
puppet for such people.
There is a conspiracy,”
she said, adding she has
also resigned as a

_ ._IL member of the
) A association.
Following the

SELF-RELIANCE PUSH

development, the general body
appointed an ad-hoc committee
headed by Ramesh Pisharody
to manage the association’s af-
fairs for the next four months.
Speaking to reporters,
Baburaj, a former joint secre-
tary, alleged financial discrep-
ancies in connection with 267
lakh spent for a family event
organised by the association.
Shwetha said accounts relat-
ing to a particular period could
not be produced as the associa-
tion’s treasurer, Unni Shivapal,
was unavailable. She claimed
the rest of the financial details
provided were in order.

3 indigenous ships join Navy in boost for India’s maritime power

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kolkata

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modion Sunday commissioned
three indigenously designed
and built naval vessels, INS
Dunagiri, INS Sanshodhak and
INS Agray, at the Shyama Pras-
ad Mookerjee Port in Kolkata,
highlighting the country’s push
for maritime strength and de-
fence self-reliance under the
Make in India initiative.
“Nobody can ignore the im-
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi receives a memento from Chief of Naval Staff Admiral

Krishna Swaminathan during the tri-commissioning ceremony in Kolkata on Sunday | pi

portance of maritime power. No
nation can become a great pow-
er without it,” Modi said, point-
ing to the growing strategic sig-
nificance of searoutes, undersea
data networks, critical minerals
and emerging energy resources.
Referring to INS Vikrant, In-
dia’s first domestically built air-
craft carrier, he said, “When we
presented INS Vikrant to the na-
tion, we announced India’s self-
sufficiency in maritime power
to the world. Today, INS Duna-

giri, INS Sanshodhak and INS
Agray add speed to that jour-
ney.” Modi stressed India must
move beyond being a buyer. “In-
dia no longer wants to be a buy-
er. India wants to be a manufac-
turer. The day we become a
manufacturer, we will also be
the decider;” he said.

INS Dunagiri is a stealth frig-
ate, while INS Sanshodhak is a
survey vessel and INS Agray is
an anti-submarine warfare
shallow water craft.

Yoga Day celebrations, mark-
ing a historic display of unity.
The State-level event at the In-
dira Gandhi Municipal Corpo-
ration Stadium saw the Chief
Minister perform yoga along-
side Yoga Guru Baba Ramdev
and Acharya Balkrishna. P4

Briefing reporters after visit-
ing the victims at the Rajiv
Gandhi Government General
Hospital and Government
Stanley Medical College Hospi-
tal, Arunraj said experts had
reported a high level of ammo-
nia, around 300 ppm, in the air
at the plant.

Over 1.07 cr people
take part in yoga at
1.33 lakh centres

Yogandhra 2026 initiative
has received further global
acclaim, securing a place in
the prestigious World Book of
Records, London. Dr Ullaji
Eliazer, Joint Secretary for the
South Region, presented the
international certification to
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu, who dedicated the
honour to Ayush Department
and collective effort of State.
The initiative surpassed its
target of 1.05 crore, with 1.07
crore citizens registering. This
massive mobilisation was
supported by a network of
7,745 master trainers, 2.61
lakh yoga trainers, and 511
experts. Infrastructure was
scaled to accommodate 1.45
crore participants across
1,32,183 centres

Tariffs for Bhogapuram

airport approved; Vizag

flight ops to end soon

USHA PERI @ Visakhapatnam

COMMERCIAL flight opera-
tions currently being handled
at the Visakhapatnam Airport
within the Naval Airfield will
cease once the upcoming Bhog-
apuram International Airport
becomes operational,

Domestic passengers departing
from Bhogapuram will pay a
User Development Fee (UDF)
of %835, while arriving passen-
gers will be charged %355.

For international passengers,
the UDF has been fixed at 1,255
for departure and %545 for ar-

rival. AERA noted that

with all civilian air AERA ad hoc the Bhogapuram In-

traffic proposed to be tariff order ternational Airport is

shifted to the new fa- being developed as a
The AERA order

cility, according to the
latest tariff order is-
sued by the Airports
Economic Regulatory
Authority of India
(AERA).

The order;, issued for
GMR Visakhapatnam
International Airport

approves an

ad hoc tariff
structure that
will come into
effect from the

Commercial
Operation Date

of the airport and

greenfield airport with
an initial passenger
handling capacity of 6
million passengers per
annum.

The airport is ex-
pected to serve as the
primary commercial
aviation gateway for

Limited (GVIAL), ap- remaininforce  North Coastal Andhra
proves anad hoc tariff ~ untilregular  Pradesh after the tran-
structure that will aeronautical sition of civilian flight
come into effect from tariffs are operations from
the Commercial Op- determined Visakhapatnam.

eration Date (COD) of The order also speci-

the Bhogapuram airport and
remain in force until regular
aeronautical tariffs are
determined.

The tariff framework pro-
vides details of charges that
will be levied on both passen-
gers and airlines using airport.

fies charges payable by airlines
for using airport infrastruc-
ture. Domestic carriers will be
charged landing fees of %1,400
per metric tonne (MT) of an
aircraft’s maximum take-off
weight, while international air-
lines will pay %1,975 per MT. P4
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Nallamala Tiger
Reserve set for
biodiversity push

Deputy CM seeks Centre’s nod to get 50
bisons & six tigresses for reserve expansion

IVNP PRASAD BABU @ Ongole

FOREST department officials
are planning major steps to
strengthen biodiversity in the
Nallamala Tiger Reserve For-
est (Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam
Tiger Reserve), including
bringing in key wild species
and expanding base camps
with enhanced manpow-

er. Deputy Chief Minis-

ter and Panchayat Raj,
Environment & Forests
Minister Pawan Kaly-

an has sought support
from Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav
to import 50 bisons from Mad-
hya Pradesh and six tigresses,
four from Maharashtra and two
from Madhya Pradesh.

He also requested permis-
sion to increase base camps in
the reserve to 150, with ade-
quate staff, vehicles, and infra-

Cataracts still
major cause
of blindness:
Eye specialist

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

CATARACTS, theleading cause
of reversible blindness in In-
dia, continue to rob millions of
their vision largely due to
myths and delayed treatment,
said Dr Shaeeza Samreen, cata-
ract specialist at the LV Prasad
Eye Institute (LVPEI), Kode
Venkatadri Chowdary campus,
while addressing the media in
Vijayawada on Sunday.

Marking Cataract Awareness
Month, Dr. Samreen sought to
dispel common misconceptions
surrounding the disease. She
clarified that no eye drops, vita-
mins or herbal remedies can
cure cataracts and that surgery
remains the only effective treat-
ment. She also noted that cata-
racts are not limited to the eld-
erly and can affect children and
younger adults owing to con-
genital conditions, injuries or
diabetes.

Rejecting the notion that cat-
aracts should be allowed to
“ripen” before surgery, she said
modern phacoemulsification
enables safe treatment at any
stage. The procedure takes less
than 30 minutes and allows
most patients to recover
quickly.

She urged people with
blurred vision to undergo time-
ly eye examinations and seek
professional care.

structure. Officials said the Un-
ion ministry responded
positively. Markapur NSTR
Deputy Director Md Abdul
Rawoof said staff are being
trained in fast-growing grass
cultivation methods, following
advice from ‘Grass Man of In-
dia’ Dr Gajanan D Muratkar,

who inspected the reserve

last November.

The initiative aims to
provide quality feed for
herbivores such as spot-
ted deer, sambar, bison,

and wild buffalo, ensur-
ing a healthy predator-
prey balance.

Meanwhile, the new app-
based HANUMAN (Healing
and Nurturing Units for Moni-
toring, Aid and Nursing of
Wildlife) programme has been
rolled out to reduce man-ani-
mal conflicts and protect
wildlife.

Over 6.6 lakh
people given
enumeration
forms in NTR

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

NTR District Collector G Lak-
shmisha said on Sunday that
the house-to-house survey for
the comprehensive revision of
electoral rolls is proceeding
without difficulty.

According to the Election
Commission of India guide-
lines, the Special Summary Re-
vision (SSR) is underway for
the district’s 17,13,445 voters.
Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
have distributed enumeration
forms to 6,65,810 voters, cover-
ing 38.86 per cent of the elector-
ate. Of these, 35,802 forms have
already been digitised.

Lakshmisha said Electoral
Registration Officers (EROs),
Assistant Electoral Registra-
tion Officers (AEROs), BL.Os
and supervisors have been in-
structed to ensure effective im-
plementation of the SSR.

The exercise is intended to
enrol all eligible citizens while
removing ineligible, deceased,
permanently migrated and du-
plicate entries to maintain a
clean and accurate voter list.

Drone patrols ease
NEET traffic in V’'wada

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

VIJAYAWADA traffic police im-
plemented special measures on
Sunday to maintain smooth
traffic flow for candidates
attending the NEET

examination. {_,.::
Acting on the in- |
structions of NTR Dis- =&
trict Commissioner of %
o

Police SV Rajasekhara
Babu, Traffic DCP Shi-
reen Begum personally super-
vised traffic management near
exam centres.

She inspected several loca-
tions and used drone surveil-
lance to monitor real-time con-

ditions, issuing immediate
directions to personnel to pre-
vent congestion.

Additional officers were de-
ployed at busy junctions, while
parking near centres was

streamlined to avoid
disruption.

Emergency services
were prioritised, and
traffic officials re-
mained on duty

throughout the day to re-
view and adjust the
arrangements.

Police urged candidates to
arrive early, follow traffic rules,
and cooperate with officers to
ensure the examination pro-
ceeded without difficulty:

Supporters op

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

MILD tension prevailed in Ajit
Singh Nagar on Saturday as a
large number of women and
supporters gathered to prevent
the anticipated arrest of
suspended Krishna Lanka cir-
cle inspector (CI) SSVV Naga-
raju in connection with the
Gade Sai Krishna disappear-
ance case.

Upon learning about the inci-
dent, Ajit Singh Nagar police
personnel rushed to the spot
and brought the situation un-
der control after supporters at-
tempted to obstruct law en-
forcement officials.

According to sources, Naga-
raju, who is an accused in the
Sai Krishna case, has report-

EXPRESS READ

Lalitha PVS marks Yoga
Day with mass event

Guntur: More than 1,000 doctors,
nurses, students, staff and
patients joined International Yoga
Day celebrations at Lalitha PVS
Institute of Medical Sciences on
Sunday. Lalitha Group chairman
Dr PV Raghava Sarma praised
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
the global recognition of Yoga
Day and commended Chief
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu for
promoting healthy living. He
announced free daily yoga
sessions for patients and staff.
The event ended with a pledge

to practise yoga regularly

WPU Goa highlights
adaptabilityin edu

Vijayawada: World Peace
University (WPU), Goa, has
stressed the need for a
transdisciplinary approach to
higher education to prepare
students for careers shaped by Al
and rapid technological change.
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Walter Leal
and Pro Vice-Chancellor Dr Ashish
Bharadwaj said WPU integrates
immersive learning, industry
collaboration and global
exposure. The university currently
offers programmes in engineering,
management, design,
communication and psychology

ALMANAC TODAY
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Supporters gather at the suspended Krishna Lanka Cl Nagaraju’s house at Ajit Singh

WEATHER

e

Nagar in Vijayawada on Sunday | PRASANT MADUGULA

edly been staying at the resi-
dence of a court head constable
for the past three days.
Information that police were
likely to arrest him on Sunday

morning led to a large gather-
ing of supporters at the loca-
tion. The development has
raised further questions and
suspicions over Nagaraju’s stay

FORECAST Moonrise  12:26 pm

Partly Rainy Moonset  00:31am

pose Nagaraju’s arrest

at the court constable’s house.

On the other hand, residents
of Krishna Lanka, youth and
women organised a candlelight
rally in Krishna Lanka in a dis-
play of support for the suspend-
ed officer. Participants claimed
that Nagaraju had taken a
tough stand against rowdyism
and criminal activities after as-
suming charge at Krishna Lan-
ka police station.

They credited him with curb-
ing ganja-related offences and
taking strict action against
those harassing women.

Supporters argued that law
and order in the area had sig-
nificantly improved under Na-
garaju’s tenure and expressed
concern that criminal activi-
ties could resurface if he is re-
moved from the station.

Stress on physical fitness and mental
wellbeing of people for ‘Happy AP’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada/ Ongole

INTERNATIONAL Yoga Day
was celebrated with enthusi-
asm at police headquarters in
Mangalagiri on Sunday. Senior
police officers and personnel
participated in a special yoga
session.

The programme began at 6.30
am on a specially arranged
platform at the headquarters
junction. Under the guidance
of yoga experts, participants
performed various yoga asanas
for nearly an hour. Officials
highlighted the importance of
yoga in improving physical fit-
ness, mental well-being, con-
centration, and stress manage-
ment, particularly for personnel
engaged in demanding duties.

Senior IPS officers N Am-
mireddy, Krishnakant along
with other police officers, took
part in the event. They empha-
sized that yoga is the founda-
tion of a healthy lifestyle and
encouraged everyone to make
it a part of their daily routine.

This year’s International
Yoga Day is being observed
with the theme ‘Yoga for
Healthy Ageing’, focusing on

the role of yoga in promoting
physical and mental health as
people grow older.

Similar yoga programmes
were conducted across district
police offices across the state
with thousands of police per-
sonnel participating in the
celebrations.

Yoga Day celebrated with
enthusiasm in Prakasam

Prakasam district administra-
tion celebrated International
Yoga Day with the ‘Yogandhra’
programme at the Police Pa-
rade Grounds on Sunday.

Nearly 2,000 participants
joined the event, led by Social
Welfare Minister Dola Sree
Bala Veeranjaneya Swamy, Dis-
trict Collector P Raja Babu, SP
Harshavardhana Raju, and AP-
TDC Chairman N Balaji.

Students from Patanjali Yoga
Centre and various educational
institutions performed yoga
demonstrations. The SP admin-
istered a yoga pledge to the
gathering, and officials un-
veiled a QR code poster for the
‘Nasha Mukt Bharat’ cam-
paign. The Collector said over
3.63 lakh people registered for
the event, with more than 4,428
yoga practice sessions held
across the district.

He noted that participation
was strong across age groups.
Swamy emphasised that regu-
lar yoga practice is key to
achieving the coalition govern-
ment’s Healthy Andhra Pradesh
goal. SP Raju urged people to
make yoga a daily habit, while
APTDC Chairman Balaji
stressed its importance for chil-
dren’s future.

V'wada tiffin centres adopt two-bin waste segregation under ‘Swachh Andhra’

KHUSHALI AGARWAL @ Vijayawada

TIFFIN centres across the city
are implementing source-level
waste segregation as part of
the Swachhandra mission, with
vendors using two-bin systems
in line with Vijayawada Munic-
ipal Corporation (VMC) direc-
tives or through independent
practice.

The initiative is part of Op-
eration Clean Sweep, a four-
week sanitation campaign
rolled out across 123 urban lo-
cal bodies in Andhra Pradesh
under the Swarna Andhra-
Swachh Andhra programme.

At Sai Durga Tiffin in Hanu-

manpet, staff said they follow
VMC guidelines.

“We segregate dry and wet
waste, and were instructed by
VMC to do so,” Sai Durga Tiffin
staff said.

RamDev Tea Stall worker
Jodharam noted that the
system helps manage heavy
footfall. “We were made aware
by VMC, and we follow segrega-
tion. With customers coming
from the bus stand and railway
station nearby, separate
bins help us manage the rush,”
he said.

Some vendors practise segre-
gation without formal instruc-
tion. A food hawker in Hanu-
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manpet said, “VMC has not told
us anything. They just collect
the waste. But we still separate
dry and wet waste because it is

practical, especially since most
of our food goes as parcels to
the hospital.”

Leela Fast Food Centre in

Governorpet, serving about 100
customers daily, generates lit-
tle dry waste. Owner Gopal
Reddy explained, “We use reus-
able plates with banana leaves
on top. Plastic spoons are dis-
posed of in a separate bin as
advised by VMC.”

Sri Durga Coffee House in
Labbipet uses only steel
utensils. “We have no dry waste.
Wet waste is collected by VMC
in the morning,” a worker
said.

Sevenhills Tiffin Centre at
Benz Circle reported that
segregation was already stand-
ard practice. “We use disposa-
ble paper plates and separate

them from wet waste. VMC also
informed us about this,” the
staff said.

VMC waste collector Anji
confirmed that source segrega-
tion eases processing. “Tiffin
centres generally separate
waste. If they don’t, it becomes
difficult at the dump yard, so
we ask them to keep two bins,”
he said.

Customers link the practice
to hygiene. A nurse from Hanu-
manpet said, “These tiffin cen-
tres are clean and important to
us, especially since we don’t
have time to order from restau-
rants. They are convenient and
serve good food.”
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A woman removes her daughter’s ear rings before she enters the examination
centre to attend the NEET in Vijayawada on Sunday | PRASANT MADUGULA

NEET HELD ACROSS
AP SMOOTHLY

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Vijayawada

THE NATIONAL ELIGIBILITY ENTRANCE TEST (NEET)
-2026 examination was conducted successfully across AP on
Sunday in a peaceful, smooth and orderly manner. The exam
was held from 2.00 pm to 5.15 pm, with the State government
making elaborate arrangements.

A total of 65,790 candidates had registered for the examina-
tion across 185 centres in the State. Through close coordina-
tion among the State government, district administrations,
police and other departments, extensive security measures
were put in place.

Preliminary reports said over 90 per cent of the candidates
appeared for the examination. The government is also moni-
toring the safe transportation of OMR sheets to the NTA). In
NTR district, 10,279 candidates appeared for the examination
out of 10,920 registered candidates across 31 centres. In
Tirupati district, 4,099 candidates attended out of 4,556 reg-
istered, while 457 remained absent.

ANDHRA PRADESH

monoay 0 .06.2026

HELD

TWO

Ichapuram police arrested two persons for transporting
30 Kg of ganja in Ichapuram railways station, Srikakulam
district. The arrested were identified as Shankar Chandra

Kanth and Sunitha Vijay and belongs to Maharashtra

Decks cleared to commence two key

rly projs worth 21,250 crin Tirupati

Bypass line & third track to decongest one of the buisiest railway corridors in South India

NETHAJI KUMARAMANGALAM
@ Tirupati

IN a major boost to railway in-
frastructure in the Tirupati re-
gion two long-awaited rail
projects worth nearly %1,250
crore have gained significant
momentum with the comple-
tion of the land acquisition
process and the initiation of
steps to commence construc-
tion works on the ground, and
called for the tenders.

The South Coast Railway has
issued the final land acquisi-
tion notification for acquiring
lands in five villages required
for the strategically important
Yerpedu-Pudi railway bypass
line and the Gudur-Renigunta
third railway line project, pav-
ing the way for execution of
works aimed at decongesting
one of South India’s busiest
railway corridors.

This is a major sigh of relief
for railway passengers, espe-
cially the thousands of devo-
tees travelling to Tirumala eve-
ry day for Lord Venkateswara
darshan. At present, trains of-
ten face heavy congestion on

the Gudur-Renigunta stretch,
leading to frequent delays.

As a result, passengers trav-
elling to Tirupati are forced to
spend an additional hour or
more on the journey, even
though the actual distance is
not very long. The new railway
projects are expected to signifi-
cantly ease traffic congestion
and reduce travel time for pil-
grims and other passengers
alike.

Railway authorities have al-
ready floated tenders for the
Z350-crore Yerpedu-Pudi by-
pass line.

Contracts have been awarded

for the %900-crore Gudur-Reni-
gunta tripling project, enabling
agencies to mobilise resources
and begin work shortly.

The twin projects are expect-
ed to significantly enhance rail
capacity, improve train speeds
and ease chronic congestion at
Renigunta Junction, a critical
railway hub handling traffic
between northern India and
southern states including
Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

At present, several long-dis-
tance trains passing through
Renigunta encounter opera-
tional delays due to heavy traf-
fic movement and platform

constraints. The Yerpedu-Pudi
bypass line is designed to pro-
vide a direct route for trains,
allowing them to avoid enter-
ing Renigunta station, thereby
reducing travel time.

The SCoR authorities have
issued a final land acquisition
notification for acquisition of
73 acres in 5 villages of Yerpedu
and Renigunta mandals. The
Gudur-Renigunta third-line
project (75 km stretch) will in-
crease line capacity on the
high-density corridor. The
project covers key sections in-
cluding Renigunta-Srikalahas-
ti, Srikalahasti-Venkatagiri
and Venkatagiri-Gudur.

The additional track will fa-
cilitate smoother movement of
both passenger and freight
trains while reducing waiting
time for crossings and over-
takes. A senior railway engi-
neer, projects implementation,
Tirupati region of ScoR, on
Sunday told TNIE that land ac-
quisition hurdles have largely
been cleared for the two major
projects and construction ac-
tivities are expected to gather
pace in the coming months.

‘Rythanna
Meekosam’
from today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

THE Agriculture Department
will conduct the six-day
“Rythanna - Meekosam” Farm-
ers Awareness Campaign
across the State from June 22 to
27 to create awareness among
the farmers on the impact of El
Nino, crop diversification and
the online fertiliser distribu-
tion system.

Director of Agriculture Dr
Manazir Jeelani Samoon said
that the campaign is being or-
ganised as per the directions of
CM Chandrababu Naidu.

The campaign will focus on
three major themes - the im-
pact of El Nino on the primary
sector and mitigation meas-
ures, promotion of online ferti-
liser sales through the APAIMS
and FFS platforms, and crop
diversification.

Functional Assistants of
RSKs will lead village-level
teams comprising officials
from agriculture and allied de-
partments. Under a cluster-
based approach, every three
households will form a cluster,
with each team covering 90
households a day. Field teams
will distribute pamphlets.

Fedbank Financial Services Ltd - Auction Notice

This is to inform the public at large that FEDBANK FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD
has decided o conduct Auction of Gold omamesnts belonging to accounis
(menticrned below) which are NES (Mon-performing Asast) or mangin breach
account's or any account's falling into the loan recall clause as specified intha
terma & condition af the Loamn, Tha Auction would b2 held as per the scheduls
provided below:

Loan Alc Numbar Branch District Action Date
ARUMDALPET ARUNDALPET Wednesday
FEDDSINTO0N043T  1onees noey 5966213964 15.07,26

Change In Venue or Date, if any, will be displayed on our Websits|
hitps 2w fedfing. com/gald-lean'speciaksectionsfauction-venuer.  Customer
who want 1o release their ormaments shall wigit any of the above branchies or
contact atibe numbar menticned above on'cr before auction Date subject io the
terms and condition applicabls, Auction will b2 conducted a8 respactive Disinct

In creathe auction does not get completed onthe given date due fo any reasans,
thie auction in respect therato shall ba conducied on subsequant working days af
district lawel as per abova schadule, This would continue tll the suchon pror

The Andhra Pradesh Mineral
C@ Development Corporation Limited
[
<

Door No.294/10, 100 feet Road (Tadigadapa to Enikepadu Road), Kanuru,
Vijayawada-52 1137, Andhea Pradesh, India. Tel: +91-866-24259499
Fax: +91-866-2429977, Email: coniracts-ho@apmidc.in

tEf; Al Sl ML ; 1 3

APMOC invites E-tender from reputed Agencies for “Selection of agency for
Engagement of Exploration &gency for Geological Exploraticn of Major Mineral
Blacks". For more infarmateon an the eligibility critera, tender fees, timelines and
other details, please visil APMDC website (weaw.apmde_ ap.gov.in). The Tendes
document is available for downloading from AP E-Procurement Portal and APNDC
website from 22062026 and the last date for submission of bid is 06.07 2026
Place: Vijayawada adf- Managing Director,

Date: 22.06.2026 The A.P. Mineral Development Corporation Limited
DIPR Mo ST89PP/CL/ADNT/1/1/2021-22, L. 19/06/2026

is avar. On failure of the firsi offine auction al District level, auction will also bae
iniliatad through the E-auckon platforms of SAMIL hitpsigold. samilin-andior e-
Pracurameni Technologies Lid. (AuctionTiger) - bilps: fegokd. awctiontigar.ned!,
All parlicipating bidders will be intmated subsequantly with respect o
acceptance or regaction of bids submitled by ham.

For Fedbank Financial Services Litd.,

Vijayawada; 22.06.2026 Sdi= Authorisad Signatory

Fedbank Financial Services Ltd - Auction Notice

This is o inform the public at large that FEDBANE FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD.
has decided 1o conduct Auction of Gold armamenis belonging to accounis
imenticned below) which are NPA (Non-parforming Asset) or margin breach
account’s or any account's falling info the loan recall clause as specified in 1I're|
terma & condition of the Loan, The Aucticn would b= held as per the schedula
provided bealow:

Loan Alc Number Branch District Action Date
ONGOLE: ARUMDALPET Saturday
FEDGLOI00YIE | ansnasspeg 9966213964 250726

Change in Venue or Date, if any, will be displayed on our Websits|
https: e fedfing. comfgold-loan's pecial-sactionsfauction-venual. Customer
who want to release their ornaments shall visit any of the above bramchies or
contact al k= numbsar menticned above ondor before sauction Date sisbhject o tha|
terms and condiion applicable, Auction will b2 conducted at respectve Disincl
In case the auction does not get completed onthe given dale due o any reasons,
the guction in respect thereto shall b2 conducted on subsequent working days at
district lewel a5 per above schadule. This would continue tll the aucton process
i= aver On failure of the first offline auction &t District level, auction will alsoe be|
initeated throwgh the E-aucton platicrms of SAMIL hitpsigalg, samilin andior e-
Procuremeant Technologies Lid, (Auction Tiger] - hitps:fegoid, auctiontiger net’,

Al parbcipating bidders will he infimated subsequently with respect ol
acteptancs or retection of bids submitted by them

For Fedbank Financial Services Litd.

Ongole: 22.06.2026 Sdl- Authorised Signatory

DEETS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL VISAKHAPATNAM

Ground & 1st floor, 31-31-21. Sai Baba Street, S Marayana Bhawan,

Dabagardens, Yisskhapatnam-530020.

CASE NO. 0.A.442/2026
Summons under sub section (4) of section 19 of the Act, read with
sub = rule (2A) of the Debt Recovery Tribunals (procedure) Rule, 1993,
Between;
STATE BANK OF INDIA, Stressed Assels And Recovery Branch (SARB), Sury;]

Prakash Square, Gurunanak Nagar Roac, NTR DisL, Vijayawada, rep. by It
Chief Manager ~.Applican
And:

Smi, Borra Gunasundari and Another
To:
1. &mt. Borra Gunasundari, Wio. Borra Vankata Soma Sekhar, 0. No, 26-89/1,
2nd Cross Road, Kabela Centre, Gollapudi, vidyadharapuram, Vijayawada,
Krishna District- 520012
2. 5ri. Borra Venkata Soma Sekhar, 5. Borra Nageswara Rao, D. No, 26-83/
1, 2nd Cross Road, Kabela Centre, Gollapud|, vidyadrarapuram, Vijayawada,
Krishna District- 520012 ...Defendants
SUMMONS TO DEFENDANTS BY PAPER PUBLICATION
WHEREAS, OA 442/2026 is fisted before Hon'ble Presiding Officer/Registrar on|
07.07.2026.
WHEREAS this Honble Tribunal is pleasad o issue summons’ nofice on the|
said Appcation under secton 194 af the Act, (OA) fled against you for recoy-
ery of debis of Rs. 69,21,146.92 Ps (apphcation along with copies of documents|
gic. annexed}.
In accordance with sub-section (4) of section 19 of the Act, you, the defendan
are directed as under.-
(I} To show cause within thiy days of the service of summons as ta why rall
prayed for should not be granted;
(i) To disclosed particulars of properties or assels other than properties and
assels speciied by the applicant under serial number 3A of the onginal
appiication;You are restrained from dealing with or disposing of secured assats
or such other assets and properties disclosed under seral rumber 3A of the
original application, pending hearing and disposal of the apphcation for attach-
ment of properfies:
(iil) You shall not transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise, except in the
ordinary course of hig business any of the assets over which sacunty inferest is
created andior other assets and properties specified or disclosed under seria
number 34 of the orginal appfication withaul the prior approval of the Tribunal;
(iv) You shall be liabke to account for the sale proceeds realized by sale
gecured assets or other asseis and properfies in the ordinary cowrse of busis
ness and deposit such sale proceeds in the account maintained with the bank
financial instilution holding securily interes! over such assets.

You are also directed to fle the wriiten slatemeant with a copy thereo
furnished to the applicant and to appear before Presiding Officer/Regestrar on
07.07.2026 at 10:30 AM. fiing the application shall be heard and declared in
your absance,

Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this 13th day of June 2026.

Signature of the Officer
Authorised to issue summons.

qi, |CITY UNION BANK LIMITED
e/ Credit Recovery and Management Department
¥ Administrative Office: No.24-8, Gandhi Megar
FH@ Eumbakanam - 612007, E-Mail id: crmdi@ictyunisnbank.in,
il Phone: 0435-2432342, Fax: 0436-2431746

POSSESSION NOTICE {Immovable Properties)

Wheraas, the undersigred being the Authorised  Officer of City Union Bank Ltd., having ils
Aciminisirative Office at Mo, 24-B, Gandhl Nagar, Kumbakonam - 512001 and ane of the Branch
Ciifces at Halpatand Houase, 6-3-24, 991, Arundelpet, Gurbur - 522002, Guabur-Arundetpet Branch
undes he Securtisabon and Remeadduclion af Finardial Asgals and Enfercement of Securly Interes]
i, 2002 and momoeicse of the powers canferred under Sechon 1307 & (12) read wish Rulo 3 of Sa
Sucunty Interas! {(Erforcament] Fodes, 2002 issued a Demand Noten Dated 08-03-202% folowad by
Paper Publcation Dated 17-04-2036 celfng upan fhe borowsrs Mot Mis. Se Sal Bala)l Cotton
Traders [Represended by Its Proprietor Mrlekkala Venkateswars Reddy). Fisl Mo 303,
an Anjaneya Residency, Bth Lane, Mulyala Reddy Nagar, Guntur - 522002, Na.2) M, Lekicala
Yenkatnswara Reddy, Sio, Lekkala Subbareddy, Fial Mo 401, Teja Enclave, 15t Line, Vidya I"l'afuar.
Gurbar - 522007, No.3) Mrs. Lekkala Sarada, Wo. Lekkala Venkateswara Reddy, Flag Mo.4d1,
Teja Enclave, 151 Line, Vidya Magar, Gurtur - 523807 to repay the amount menfonsd in e
Wefiee berg Re. 2 83,02 2420, [Rupess Twa Crare Eighly Three Lakh Two Thousarnd Twa Hundred
amdl Forty Twa anly] within 80 days raom tha dade of fesaid Molica wilh subsequant inberes)
theraon from @7-03- 2036 with momihk resis

The barrewers above named having falled bo repay the amaount despile the rscelpt of the
abave referred sEafutory nolice, BOTICE is heroby given fo the borrowers above named and the
public in gensral that the undersigned has faken possession of the Properies describaed
herein below in exercise of the powers conferred on him under Section 13{4) of the =aéd Act
read with Fuls B od the sald Rules on this 15th day of June 2028,

Thie boercnaers ahoye narmd i Padicular and the pubic in goneral ane baneiy cautianed nol b doal
a1t fhe peoperlias and any ceafings with the propares wil be subject i the charge of City Unian Bank
Ltd, for an amourd of Re.282,54, 775 {Rupess. Two Crore Minety Tao Lakh Fifty One Thossand
Sevan Hurdred and Seventy Five ondy) and rieresi thereon from 18-08-2028 1] the repaymeant of
enire dues

The borrowers’ attention s inviled to provisions of Sub-section [#) of Sectlon 13
of the Aot inrespect of time avallable, to redeem e securad assets.

Immovable Properties Mortgaged to our Bank
Schedule - A ; (Property Owned by Mrs,Lekkala Sarada,

Wo. Mr. Lekkala Venkateswara Reddy)

Al thal Ory Lard measuring Ac 0,50 Cente out ol Ac. 6,92 Cents or 2420 Sn.Yds. situatad al
0o 28500, Efukur Vilage s Gram Fandhayal, Gumur Sub-Divalon and Ditrct Boundsd by |
Easi  Land Sakl o Dagipartts Sudharar, Soulh | Land of Lagdila Desaak, Weal | Bonlhapad,
Werth : Lard bedonging Ine Mekapetbula Padmavathi, ‘'Wikin the aboue Boundames an astan
of &g 5.5 Canls of Land and Gioreng Ml

Schedule - B ; (Property Owned by Mrs.Lekkala Sarada,
Wio, Mr, Lekkala Venkateswara Reddy)

Eassem Sida Ac, 030 Cends aubof Ac, 8,97 Cents or 1452 55 Yards of Lared in Elukor Grama
[ Febo 2850, Situnhed within Elukur Grama Panchaval brea. Guntur Sub-Disinct, Gurdor District and
Bounded by : Epst: Land of Agrigahosd Ashak Reday, South - Land of Janga Sunitha, Wast ; Lend ol
Biakam Yenkata Knshna Raddy: Morh: Land of Janga Snchar Raddy
Place - Gurtur, Dabe ; $8-06-2026 Busharised Officer

Regd, Offices 123, T5 A (Begl Slrael. Homitakanam, Thanjmar DL, Tas# Mady - 512001,

FOR SELECTION OF CONTRACTOR FOR SUPPLY
(INCLUDING PACKING, FORWARDING AND DOOR DELIVERY)
OF MULTIFUNCTION TEST BENCH FOR
INSTRUMENTATION LAB AT PETRONET LNG LTD., KOCHI

Patromat LNG Limited {(PLL) invites bids from expenenced and financially
sound contractors for “Supply (including Packing, Forwarding and Door
delivery) of Multifunction Test Bench for instrumentation Lab™.

detailed eligibility criteria along with other necessary detaiks for issuance of
lender document

Note: PLL reserves the right nof to isswe the tander document and/or accept
or reject any or all the bids al any stage of the process and/or modify the
process without assigning any reasons on its sole discretion. Mo separate
notification w.rl. this tender shall be issieed in press. Interested parties 1o
regularly visit aforesaid PLL website for any updates.

Sr. Manager (C&F)
PETRONET LNG LIMITED
Sureay No-347 (PSEZ), Puthuvypu P.O, Kochi-682508, Kerala, India.
Tal: Mo:- 04842757702 1
Emad | cnp_kochi@@petroneting.in; shriranga@petraneting.in

4’-‘? Petronet LNG Limited 'E - .
"""  NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NT) R 2

BHARATIYA RESERVE BANK NOTE MUDRAN PVT, LTD. (BRENMPL)

{(iWholly ewned subsidiary of Resorve Bank of India)

B0 RBNML, Salbond - F21132, Paschim Modinipur, Wosl Bangal
Phane Mo, 03227-2801 76 / 200317 Fax Na. 03227- 200744 | 2B022:

OPEN TENDER ENQUIRY (OTE}/NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING (NCB)

Bids are invited under Two-Parl bldding system for the folowing e-Tender ihraugh

MSTC Portal: -

1. DESIGN, ENGINEERING, SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, TESTING, COMMISSIONING
AND TRAINING OF AN ALENABLED DISTRIBUTED FIBER OPTIC PERIMETER
INTRUSION DETECTIOM SYSTEM (DFOPIDS) AT BRENMPL, SALBOMI AND
MYSURU; MSTC Eveni Mo, BRBNMPLSalbonl Prass/MMD/TI26-2TVETH2 [PIDS];
BRENMPL TENDER NO. 004/SALPURZ026-2T; [EST. COST - B6T0 LAKH]

2. BUPPLY OF LDPE SHRINK FILM AT BRENMPL, SALBOMI AND MYSURU
PRESSES; METC EVENT NO. BRENMPLIEALBON| PRESS/MMDVE26-2TIETHO
[LDPE SHRINK FILM]; BRENMPL TENDER NO, 003/ SALIPURZ026-2T; [EST, COST
52233 LAKH]

Lasi gate of fender submission for 1. No. 1 is 15.008.2028 by 11:00 Hrs and for Sino. 2 is

21.07 2026 by 11:00 Hrs, For downloading tander documant and othier datails, Kindly visi

websies www.mstcecommerce.com and www.brbnmpl.coin. Any changes shall be
upioaded on the above websites only

Senlor Genern! Manager
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date & Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentioned below,

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVAEBLE PROPERTIES
APPENDIX- IV-A [SEE PROVISO TO RULE & (2) & B (6)]

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assels under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 6 (2) & 8 (6)
of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Matice is heraby given lo the public in genaral and in particular 1o the Borrower (s), Morlgagor (5) and Guarantor
[5) thal the befow described immovable proparty morigagedichamed to the Secured Craditor, passession of
which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is
where is”, "As is what is” and "Whatever there is” basis for recovery of dues in bedow mentionad accounis
The details of Bormrowern([s)  Mortgagor () Guarantor (8] / Secured Asset/s/Dues/Reserve Pricele-Auction

Mame & Address of Borrowers / Mortgagors ! Guarantors : M's. 53.M.R. Enterprises, Rep by iz Partners:
Mr. Chidipothy Subba Rao & Mr, Gudipudi Marasimha Rago, Rio:Plot Mo, 372, Industrial Growth Center,
Gundlapalli Post, Maddipadu Mandal, Prakasam, District- A.P-523211. 1. Mr. Chidipothu Subba Rao, 2/o.
Chidipethu Venkaiah, Partner of Mis,.5.N.R. Enterprises, F/oFlat No.BTDE, BK Enchating Enclave, Trunk
Road Ongole, Prakasam Districl-4.P-523001. 2. Mr. Chidipothu Narasimha Rao, 5fo. Chidipothu Venkaiah,
Partner of Mis. S.N.R. Enterprises, Rio:D.MNo £-103, ChellammaT hota Vidhi, Near Sivalayam, Tanguturu Post

Maogappair East, Tirovallur, Chennai-600095; Guarantor: Mr. Ravi Venkateswarlu, S5/o, Ravi Ramanaiah, Fio:
D Mo-1-47, Sivalayam Streel, Tangulure Post & Mandal, Prakasam District-A P-523274,

Total dues to the Bank : Rs.30,81,843.04 Ps (Rupees Thirly lakhs Eighty One Thousand Eight Hundred
And Forly Three ard Paise Four-Only )+ inlerest thergon from 27-10-2022 + changes ifany il date of realization

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY : (STATUS OF POSSESSION : PHYSICAL)

Al that piece and parcel of land and building located at Sy Mo 281, 282 and 289, Plot Mo 372 in an exient.of
2978.04 Sq.Yards, Annang Village, Addanki 3RO, Prakasam District which is Bounded by: East : 24M Wide
Foad, South : 30M Wide Road, North © Plot No. 371, West © Plot Mo 373,

A R B e 1 e e AR A

EMD : Rs.5,40,000/- (Rupees Five Lakhs Forty Thousand only)

Bid Increase Amount: Rs.20,000/- (Rupees Twenty Thousand oniy)

E-AUCTION DATE & TIME : 07-07-2026 at 02.00 P.M to 06.00 PM
with unlimited auto extension of 10 minutes each, till sale is concluded.

Known Encumbrance if any: NIL

Inspection of the above Property: 02-07-2026 to 04-07-2026 from 11:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M [with prior appoiniment)

Authorised officer on Tel Mo, 06592-233092, Mobile 8977513023,

For delailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer (o the link provided in hitps:/www.bankofbaroda.in/e-
auction.htm and online auction poral hitps:ibaanknet.com Also, prospeclive bidders may contacl the

Date : 20-06-2026, Place : Ongole

Sdi- Authorised Officer, BANK OF BARODA

epaper.newtndtan“s.mm .

BIOTECHNOLOGY RESEARCH AND
INNOVATION COUNCIL - RAJIV GANDHI
CENTRE FOR BIOTECHNOLOGY (BRIC-RGCB)

An institution under Department of Biotechnology (OET)
Ministry for Science & Technology, Thycaud PO, Thiruvananthapuram-695014
Kerala, India www.rgch.res.in

BRIC-RGCB invites application for admission
to the Master’s Degree in Biotechnology
(MSc Biotechnology)

Advt No: RGCB/MSc/2026-1 June 18, 2026

BRIC-RGCB MSc program Is affiliated to the Regional Centre
for Biotechnology (RCB) an “Institution of National Importance*
providing education, training and research established by the
Department of Biotechnology, Government of India under the
auspices of the United Mations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCQ). This programme has duration
of two years inclusive of four semesters. All students admitted
to the MSc programme shall receive a monthly stipend of
T 6000 for the first year and T 8000 for the second year,

ELIGIBILITY:
= All candidates must have a valid GAT-B score.

« Final selection of the students will be based on the GAT-B
rank and the Cut-off score/rank fixed by BRIC-RGCB for
gachcategory.

= Students must have 60% aggregate marks (or an equivalent
grade point average) in Bachelor's degree in any branch of
Life Science or Medicine as perthe UGC guidelines.

Last Date to receive the filled application: On or before 30"
June, 2026

Compiete information, application format & other details are
available on the BRIC-BGCB website

(https://rgch.res. infMSc2026/). Sd/-

Director

JUNE 2026
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Prepare 2-year progress report on
coalitiongovt’s achievements:C(M 10

Govt to publish ATRs on white papers, highlighting reforms, welfare, infra and governance

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

IN a major move to ensure
transparency and highlight the
achievements of the coalition
government over its first two
years, Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu has directed
ministers and senior officials
to prepare and release a com-
prehensive ‘Progress Report
2024-26’.

The initiative is designed to
showcase the State’s transition
from ‘destruction to develop-
ment’ since the government as-
sumed office in June 2024.

The progress reports are en-
visioned as Action Taken Re-
ports (ATRs) following the sev-
en white papers released by the
government shortly after as-
suming office. The white pa-
pers detailed the status of the
State’s finances, the Polavaram
project, Amaravati, the power
sector, law and order, mining,

Y 2

and excise.

The reports will not only
track the remedial measures
taken to address the issues
highlighted in those white pa-
pers but will also focus on
broader achievements in devel-
opment, governance and
welfare.

“The objective is to present to
the public how the State has
been steered back on to the path
of progress over the last two
years,” the Chief Minister said
during a review meeting at the
Camp Office on Sunday.

He emphasised that the re-

l‘»"’ ia

il

ports should clearly outline the
administrative reforms, wel-
fare schemes and infrastruc-
ture projects implemented to
stabilise the State’s economy
and governance.

To ensure public access, the
government plans to release
the reports in phases, begin-
ning with the power sector re-
port on Monday, June 22, 2026.

Apart from the initial seven
sectors, the government will in-
troduce three new reporting
pillars — Development (cover-
ing agriculture, industries, in-
frastructure and tourism),

AP tops charts in clean cooking with
Anganwadi induction stove rollout

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

IN a major stride toward sus-
tainable development and pub-
lichealth, the State has emerged
as a national leader in the tran-
sition to clean cooking
technologies.

On Saturday, Chief Minister
N.Chandrababu Naidu official-
ly handed over induction stoves
and steel utensil kits to an An-
ganwadi centre, marking a piv-
otal moment in the State’s ‘Net
Zero’ initiative.

As part of this comprehen-
sive environmental push, the
State government is providing
induction stoves and high-qual-
ity steel utensils to all 44,346
Anganwadi centres across And-
hra Pradesh at a total cost of
X32 crore.

This project, which inte-
grates with the broader ongo-
ing effort to equip over 55,000

centres on a saturation basis, is
set to foster cleaner, safer, and
more efficient cooking practic-
es across the State’s primary
nutrition network.

The Strategic Implementa-
tion Engine Energy Efficiency
Services Limited (EESL), func-
tioning as the nodal implemen-
tation agency under the Minis-
try of Power, has acted as the
backbone of this
transformation.

By leveraging its proven im-
plementation model, EESL has
played a pivotal role in translat-
ing national clean cooking
goals into tangible, on-ground

results. Through large-scale
procurement, efficient supply
chain management, and rigor-
ous stakeholder engagement,
EESL has ensured that these
clean cooking solutions are not
only accessible but also eco-
nomically sustainable.

EESL CEO Akhilesh Kumar
Dixit lauded the Andhra
Pradesh government for its
“bold and progressive” vision.
He emphasised that the part-
nership between the Women
Development and Child Wel-
fare (WD&CW) Department
and EESL had empowered An-
ganwadi Centres with these
technologies well ahead of glo-
bal fuel supply chain
disruptions.

EESL is now poised to repli-
cate this successful model to
drive India’s broader clean
cooking mission in states like
Assam, MP, UP, Maharashtra,
and Bihar.

Good Governance (highlight-
ing new policies and adminis-
trative reforms), and Welfare &
Empowerment (detailing the
P4 model and social welfare
programmes).

The Chief Minister has set
July 18, 2026, as the deadline for
releasing all the reports, which
will eventually be compiled
into a single publication to
serve as an annual perform-
ance benchmark.

The review meeting was at-
tended by ministers Payyavula
Keshav, Ponguru Narayana,
Anagani Satya Prasad, Van-
galapudi Anitha, Gottipati Ravi
Kumar, Nimmala Ramanaidu
and Kollu Ravindra, along with
Chief Secretary K. Sai Prasad
and DGP Harish Kumar
Gupta.

The CM reiterated that mak-
ing the progress reports an an-
nual exercise would ensure ac-
countability and help counter
misinformation.

‘Oppn being
targeted for
questioning’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

THE YSR Congress Party (YS-
RCP) on Sunday accused the
coalition government of target-
ing its leaders through ‘vindic-
tive politics’ and reiterated its
demand for a CBI probe into
the alleged irregularities in the
DSC-2025 teacher recruitment
process.

Addressing the media, MLC
Lella Appi Reddy alleged that
raids on the educational insti-
tutions of MLC Parvathareddy
Chandrasekhar Reddy were po-
litically motivated as he had
questioned the DSC recruit-
ment process.

He claimed the institutions
were unfairly targeted and al-
leged that the government was
intimidating those raising
issues.

JULY 18

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu has set July 18,
2026, as the deadline for releasing all reports, which

DEADLINE will eventually be compiled into a single publication

to serve as an annual performance benchmark

MONSOON BRINGS CHEER

Y BRAHMAJI @ Vijayawada

AFTER weeks of anxious wait-
ing, the Southwest Monsoon
has finally come as a boon to
farmers across Andhra
Pradesh, with widespread rains
covering nearly 80 per cent of
the State and triggering agri-
cultural activity for the ongo-
ing Kharif season. The first
spell of abundant rainfall has
brightened crop prospects and
renewed hopes of a favourable
agricultural season.

According to official data, 18
districts received rainfall on
Sunday, with showers extend-
ing from north coastal Andhra
to parts of Rayalaseema. Yela-
manchili in Anakapalli district
recorded the highest rainfall of
103.6 mm, followed by Kakina-
da (57.9 mm), Visakhapatnam
(53.2 mm), Bondapalle in
Vizianagaram district (48.2
mm), Prathipadu (38.8 mm),
Bhimadole in Eluru district
(38.4 mm), and Sompeta in Sri-
kakulam district (35 mm). Sev-
eral places in Rayalaseema also
received moderate rainfall,
with Chittoor recording 22.4
mm and Srisailam 5.2 mm.

The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has forecast
rain to continue over most dis-
tricts during the next 24 hours,
with heavy rainfall likely at iso-
lated places in Anakapalli,
Kakinada, Palnadu, Prakasam
and Visakhapatnam districts.

The rains have brought cheer
to farmers, who were appre-
hensive about the possibility of
El Nino conditions triggering
deficient rainfall and had re-
frained from commencing cul-
tivation activities.

"LEVELS IMPROVE

Reservoir levels across
Andhra Pradesh have shown
steady improvement with the
onset of the Southwest
Monsoon. According to
APWRIMS, major and
medium reservoirs now hold
429.89 TMC, or 38.87 per cent
of their total capacity of
1,105.85 TMC, compared to
412.29 TMC during the same
period last year. Officials said
the improving storage, along
with irrigation water releases
to the Godavari Delta and the
planned Krishna Delta release
from July 1, augurs well for
Kharif cultivation

Agricultural authorities had
also advised cultivators to wait
for favourable weather condi-
tions before taking up sowing
operations. The delay in the on-
set of rains had pushed many
farmers into uncertainty, but
the widespread showers have
now infused confidence and re-
newed hopes of a normal Khar-
if season.

The government has already
released irrigation water to the
Godavari Delta for Kharif cul-
tivation, while water for the
Krishna Delta is scheduled to
be released from July 1.

Meanwhile, water availabili-
ty in reservoirs across the State
has shown an encouraging
trend. According to the Andhra
Pradesh Water Resources In-
formation and Management
System (APWRIMS), major and
medium reservoirs together
presently hold 429.89 TMC, ac-
counting for 38.87 per cent of
the total storage capacity of
1,105.85 TMC. During the cor-
responding period last year, the

FARMERS ACROSS STATE,
RAISES KHARIF HOPES
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reservoirs contained 412.29
TMC. The Krishna basin reser-
voirs currently store 236.55
TMC, while reservoirs in the
Godavaribasin hold 19.70 TMC.
The Pennar basin reservoirs
contain 137.35 TMC.

Among the major reservoirs,
Nagarjuna Sagar presently
holds 141.91 TMC, accounting
for 45.48 per cent of its capacity,
while Srisailam Reservoir, the
largest storage structure in the
Krishna basin, contains 42.15
TMC. Pulichintala Project
stores 33.36 TMC, nearly 73 per
cent of its capacity, and the Pra-
kasam Barrage has 2.81 TMC.
Among medium reservoirs,
Gorakallu Balancing Reservoir
stores 2.63 TMC, Gajuladinne
Project 2.75 TMC and Buggav-
agu Reservoir 1.72 TMC.

Water storage in upstream
reservoirs outside Andhra
Pradesh, which influence in-
flows into the State, stood at
174.29 TMC. Karnataka’s Al-
matti Reservoir presently con-
tains 22.26 TMC and Narayan-
pur Reservoir 24.77 TMC. In
Telangana, Jurala Project
stores 6.77 TMC, Sri Ram Sagar
Project 14.91 TMC and Sri Pada
Yellampalli Project 7.76 TMC.
Maharashtra’s Ujjaini Reser-
voir currently contains 50.26
TMC.

With monsoon activity gath-
ering momentum and reservoir
levels steadily improving, offi-
cials are optimistic of adequate
water availability for irrigation
needs. The timely rains and as-
sured water releases are ex-
pected to provide a major boost
to Kharif cultivation and bring
much-needed relief to farmers
after weeks of uncertainty:

TTD to allot land for National Museum of Epigraphy in Tirupati

B MURALI @ Tirumala

THE Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (T'TD) has agreed in
principle to allot 2 acres of land
to the Union Ministry of Cul-
ture for the establishment of a
National Museum of Epigra-
phy in Tirupati.

The decision was finalised at
a key meeting attended by TTD
Executive Officer M Ravi Chan-
dra, Chairman BR Naidu, Un-

ion Minister for Culture Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat, Ministry
of Culture Secretary Vivek,
and Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) Director General
Yadhuveer Singh.

According to ASI Director
(Epigraphy) K Munirathnam
Reddy, the museum will serve
as a premier research and edu-
cational centre dedicated to
preserving and showcasing In-
dia’s rich inscriptional herit-

Attractive sops for airline

Continued from Page 1

TO encourage airlines to ex-
pand operations from Bhog-
apuram, AERA has approved a
Variable Landing Charges
scheme offering incentives for
additional frequencies and new
routes.

Airlines introducing new
services on existing routes will
pay 80 per cent of the standard
landing charge, while those
launching new routes will pay
60 per cent of the standard rate.
Domestic flights landing be-

tween 11 pm and 6 am will be
charged only 25 per cent of the
normal landing fee, while dedi-
cated freighter aircraft will be
exempt from landing
charges.

Aircraft parking will
be free for the first two
hours.

Thereafter, parking
charges will be levied at
%19 per MT per hour and
%23 per MT per hour for longer
durations.

The airport will also collect
charges for passenger process-

age spanning several
millennia.

The museum will feature
rare stone and copper-plate in-
scriptions, photo murals and
interactive information kiosks
explaining ancient Indian
history.

Scholars, students and visi-
tors will have access to infor-
mation on early writing sys-
tems that shaped civilisation,
including Brahmi and Kha-

rosthi, along with regional
scripts such as Sharada, Tank-
ri, Gupta and Shankhalipi.

The museum will showcase
Ashokan-era Brahmi inscrip-
tions in Prakrit, regarded as
among the earliest deciphered
epigraphic records in India, as
well as Kharosthi inscriptions
from the Gandhara region,
which provide valuable in-
sights into early socio-cultural
exchanges.

expansion at new airport

ing systems such as Common
Use Terminal Equipment
(CUTE), Common Use Self-
Service (CUSS) and Baggage
Reconciliation Systems
(BRS). These have been
3 fixed at %75 per depart-
ing domestic passenger
and $1.25 per departing
international
passenger.

The authority has ex-
empted certain categories of
passengers from payment of
UDFE, including children below
two years of age, diplomatic

SIT may question Addl Dy Commissioner

Continued from Page 1

IT may be recalled that a crimi-
nal case has been registered un-
der Sections 127(4), 127(6), 103(1)
and 238 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, based on a complaint
lodged by the family members
of Sai Krishna alleging illegal
detention, custodial torture,
murder and subsequent screen-
ing of evidence by the former
Krishna Lanka Circle Inspec-
tor SSV Nagaraju, who is under
suspension now.

Following the instructions of
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu, Director General of Po-

lice Harish Kumar Gupta has
constituted the SIT considering
the gravity and sensitivity of
the allegations, and in order to
ensure an impartial, transpar-
ent and credible investigation.
“It is necessary that the inves-
tigation should be conducted
by an independent Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT), outside
the administrative control of
NTR Police Commissionerate,
to ensure transparency, impar-
tiality and public confidence in
the investigation,” reads the
order.

Soon after the release of the
order, the four senior IPS offic-

ers arrived in Vijayawada and
held a meeting. Later, the SIT
members, divided into two
teams, visited the Task Force
Police Station at Labbipet and
Krishna Lanka police station
and recorded the statements of
police personnel

It islearnt that SIT may ques-
tion Task Force Additional
Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice Latha Kumari, her office
staff and Krishna Lanka police
station personnel pertaining to
the reasons behind their ac-
tions in bringing Sai Krishna
to Vijayawada from
Markapuram.

passport holders, airline crew
on duty and eligible transit
passengers.

The flights which are oper-
ated under the Regional Con-
nectivity Scheme (UDAN) will
continue to receive exemptions
in accordance with existing
rules and regulations.

AERA said the approved ad
hoc tariffs are intended to pro-
vide a regulatory framework
for airport operations during
the period preceding determi-
nation of the regular tariff for
the first control period.

EXPRESS READ

CM flags off campaign
against addictionand
unveils EAGLE posters

Vijayawada: Chief Minister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu flagged off
the Brahmakumaris’
‘Vyasanmukta Bharat Abhiyan’
campaign vehicle, aimed at
spreading awareness against
addiction at the IGMC Stadium
here after the Yogandhra 2026
event. He then unveiled the
‘EAGLE 1972’ posters, highlighting
the social service and public
safety initiatives undertaken by
the EAGLE division across Andhra
Pradesh

Transitional scripts and de-
rivatives of the Gupta script
will also be displayed, tracing
the evolution of writing from
ancient stone inscriptions to
modern alphabets.

Students of epigraphy will
gain practical exposure to deci-
phering dynastic histories, ad-
ministrative records and socio-
economic life through ancient
copper-plate land grants and
stone edicts.

Munirathnam Reddy said
original inscriptions dating
from 2500 BCE to the 17th cen-
tury would be exhibited, offer-
ing visitors a rare opportunity
to understand India’s intellec-
tual, cultural and linguistic
evolution. He thanked TTD
Chairman B.R. Naidu and EO
M. Ravi Chandra for support-
ing the project.

TTD Additional EO Ch
Venkaiah Choudary said the

museum is being planned to en-
gage pilgrims for up to five
hours, providing them with a
rich cultural and historical ex-
perience alongside their spir-
itual visit.

The initiative is expected to
strengthen Tirupati’s position
as a major centre for heritage
tourism and academic research
while preserving India’s inval-
uable inscriptional legacy for
future generations.

1.7 crore participate in Yogandhra at
1.33L centres, setting 2 world records

Minister for HRD and IT Nara Lokesh takes part in
the Yogandhra 2026 celebrations at IGMC Stadium
in Vijayawada on Sunday | express

Continued from Page 1

records.

living.

dignitaries.

IN a massive milestone for the State’s health mission,
over 1.07 crore citizens participated in yoga simultane-
ously across 1.33 lakh centres, setting two world

Recalling the State’s successful yoga initiative in 2025,
the Chief Minister noted that the foundations laid during
the record-breaking Yogandhra 2025 in Visakhapatnam—
which earned two Guinness World Records in the pres-
ence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi—have now
evolved into a broader, year-round movement.

Expressing gratitude to Modi for his global initiative
that led to the observance of International Yoga Day in
190 countries, the Chief Minister announced that Andhra
Pradesh will host the 2027 celebrations in Tirupati.

The roadmap for Yogandhra includes the appointment
of district and mandal-level monitoring officers to super-
vise programmes, the formation of an expert committee
to define standard yoga protocols, and the launch of a
dedicated portal for practitioners.

The event concluded with the Chief Minister leading
the public in a pledge to act with responsibility for the
welfare of society, reinforcing the State’s long-term com-
mitment to preventative healthcare and chemical-free

The celebrations also saw the participation of Union
Minister of Civil Aviation Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu,
HRD and IT Minister Nara Lokesh, and other

Health Minister Y Satya Kumar Yadav lauded the com-
mitment of the 2.5 lakh instructors who supervised the
sessions, and praised the various government depart-

tion to other states.

ments for ensuring the event’s success, noting that the
Andhra Pradesh model continues to serve as an inspira-

epaper.newindtan“s.mm .
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Telangana to examine SC
route against VB-GRAMG

Cabinet panel discusses ways to convey its objections to Centre

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

THE Cabinet sub-committee
examining the Viksit Bharat-
Guarantee for Rozgar and Aa-
jeevika Mission Gramin (VB-
GRAM G) Act has decided to
explore legal options, includ-
ing approaching the Supreme
Court along with other States,
against the legislation to be
implemented by the Centre.

The sub-committee ex-
pressed serious concerns over
several provisions of the new
law, which seeks to replace the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Act MGNREGA) from July 1.

Members felt the new frame-
work could adversely affect
Telangana’s interests and
weaken safeguards available
to vulnerable rural
communities.

At ameeting chaired by Civ-
il Supplies and Irrigation Min-
ister N Uttam Kumar Reddy at
the Secretariat on Sunday, the
sub-committee discussed ways
to formally convey the State’s
objections to the Union gov-
ernment. Ministers Danasari
Anasuya (Seethakka), Thum-
mala Nageswara Rao and G
Vivek Venkatswamy partici-
pated virtually. The committee
observed that certain provi-
sions could dilute the role of

State governments in plan-
ning and implementing em-
ployment guarantee pro-
grammes while increasing
their financial burden.

It expressed concern that
Telangana’s rural poor could
face difficulties in accessing
employment opportunities
and livelihood support under
the proposed framework.

Focus on protecting
workers’ interests

The panel is expected to
recommend a series of
amendments to protect the
interests of workers, SHGs,
rural households, small and
other vulnerable sections. It
is likely to stress the need
for States to retain
flexibility in implementing
programmes suited to local
conditions

Members also reviewed ob-
jections raised by several non-
BJP-ruled States and some
northeastern States over the
additional fiscal burden that
could result from implementa-
tion of the legislation.

The committee noted that
states such as Himachal
Pradesh are yet to accept the
proposed framework. The pan-
el is expected to recommend a

series of amendments to pro-
tect the interests of workers,
self-help groups, rural house-
holds, small and marginal
farmers, and other vulnerable
sections.

It is also likely to stress the
need for states to retain flexi-
bility in designing and imple-
menting programmes suited
to local socioeconomic condi-
tions. The State’s response is
expected to emphasise coop-
erative federalism, greater fis-
cal support from the Centre
and stronger safeguards for
rural livelihoods.

Uttam said MGNREGA, in-
troduced during the UPA re-
gime, remains India’s most
successful social protection
programmes. He described it
as the brainchild of former
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and it had become a
model for rural employment.

The minister also criticised
the proposed removal of Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s name from
the programme, calling it un-
necessary and unfortunate.

He noted that several farm-
ers’ and labour organisations
across the country had op-
posed the move and reiterated
Telangana’s demand that the
Centre withdraw the proposed
VB-GRAM G Act and continue
the existing MGNREGA
framework.

WOMAN

A 28-year-old man from Bihar was arrested on
charges of murdering his wife over her alleged

KILLED extramarital affair and dumping her body in an

unused well at Sirumugai in Coimbatore district

Kharge slams PM Modi over inflation

DEVARAJ B HIREHALLI @Bengaluru

AICC president Mallikarjuna
Kharge on Sunday trained his
guns at Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, blaming him on vari-
ous issues, from rising inflation
to “failure” of foreign policy.

Speaking at a rally at which
MLC B K Hariprasad took
charge as KPCC president, he
said the combo of Modiand US
President Donald Trump has
been destructive for India and
the world. “Modi is destroying
India and Trump the world,” he
said, slamming Modi for shift-
ing from the neutral stance of
the country’s foreign policy.
“He brought a bad name to the
country by dismantling the
neutral foreign policy when Ne-
hru was PM. He is strangulat-
ing the people of the country,”
he alleged.

“What Modi gave was unem-
ployment, misinformation and
false promises. One day or the

EXPRESS READ

7 from Vizag held for
duping man of 95 lakh

Hyderabad: Cyberabad cybercrime
police arrested seven persons for
cheating a victim of 95 lakh in
an online trading and investment
fraud case. The police seized
¥26.57 lakh in cash, froze bank
accounts worth ¥12 lakh, and
secured court orders for the
refund of 9 lakh to the victim.
The accused were arrested in
Visakhapatnam

MLC BK Hariprasad took charge as Karnataka Pradesh Congress Committee president
at a mega-event at Palace Grounds in Bengaluru on Sunday | NAGARAJA GADEKAL

other, the Modi government
will collapse, you wait and
watch as he has put country-
men into distress. He has not
done any work properly to fulfil
the aspirations of labourers,

women and students whom he
had promised to help,” he said.

He blamed Modi for saffroni-
sation of the education sector
by changing the NCERT sylla-
bus and appointing teachers

and vice-chancellors with RSS
background.

He gave a call to party work-
ers to keep in mind Modi’s fail-
ures and convey the message to
the people that only the Con-
gress government can help
them. “Go to farmers, wipe out
their tears,” he suggested.

‘No scope for cult worship’

Kharge warned party work-
ers, particularly supporters of
Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
mar, of disciplinary action for
chanting “DK DK...” during
speeches. “There will be no
scope for cult worship. Keep
quite useless fellows, it’s a Con-
gress event. Do you think the
rest of them (party workers)
have come here to sweep the
floor,” he said. He warned that
he will take disciplinary action
after he gets the footage. “I have
seen in my over 50 years of ca-
reer that the party has given
power to those whose contribu-
tion was not much,” he added.

CM heads to Delhi with Metro on agenda

MANDA RAVINDER REDDY
@ Hyderabad

CHIEF Minister A Revanth
Reddy arrived in New Delhi on
Sunday night, with two key is-
sues involving public sector en-
tities expected to dominate his
discussions with Union minis-
ters — the SBI land dispute in
Raidurg and the delay in dis-
bursal of a major loan by the
Indian Railway Finance Corpo-

ration (IRFC). After attending
the wedding of NCP MP Supri-
ya Sule’s daughter in Mum-
bai, the chief minister
travelled to the national
capital; and is expected

to meet Union minis-

ters Ashwini Vaishnaw
(Railway) and Nirmala
Sitharaman (Finance).
State government officials
have sought appointments with
the Union ministers.

B/
a @

The State government is cur-
rently locked in a dispute with
the SBI, which has chal-
lenged the proposed auc-
tion of a 5.09-acre land
parcel in Raidurg,
claiming ownership
over the property.
The State has decided
to take a firm stand on is-
sue and is considering rais-
ing the matter with the Centre
and Reserve Bank of India.

DKS invites AP, TG CMs to Tungabhadra gates opening

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Raichur

CHIEF Minister DK Shivakumar
has extended invites to Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu and Telangana
Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy
to the inauguration ceremony of
the 33 crest gates of Tungabhadra
reservoir, to be held on June 25.
In this context, CM has directed
a delegation led by Legislative

Badarli.

Council members NS Boseraju,
Basanagouda Badarli, and Yelbur-
ga MLA Basavaraj Rayared-
dy to personally invite the
Chief Ministers of And-
hra Pradesh and Telan-
gana, said Shalini Ra-
jneesh, Chief Secretary to
the State Government, in a
letter to MLC Basanagouda

After crest gate number 19 of

celebrate the completion of this
significant work within a limited
period.

The CM has already invited Un-
ion Jal Shakti Minister C R Patil
and the Chief Ministers of And-
hra Pradesh and Telangana to par-
ticipate in the ceremony.

The neighbouring States of
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
are major beneficiaries of the
Tungabhadra project.

the Tungabhadra dam was recent-
ly washed away, all the 33 old gates
of the reservoir were re-

placed, and new gates were

= = = installed to ensure the
safety of the dam. In a let-

ter to the Chief Ministers

of Andhra Pradesh and

Telangana, Shivakumar

stated that an inauguration

ceremony will be held on June 25
at Munirabad in Koppal district to

Health Minister Arunraj briefing the media after vising the affected
people at RGGGH in Chennai | psawaHAR

130 workers of seatood
unit unaffected by
ammonia gas leak

Continued from Page 1

REGARDING those on ventilator support, the minister
said that they had inhaled high levels of ammonia, caus-
ing swelling in their faces and respiratory tracts and af-
fecting their lungs too. “Even the doctors have said they
have not seen such severe cases before,” he said, assuring
that the hospitals were fully equipped to treat the patients

and their condition is closely being monitored.
Among those affected, 10 were admitted to the RGGGH,
seven at Stanley, 18 at Sri Venkateshwara Medical College
Hospital and 24 at Vels Medical Col-
lege Hospital. “The CM has in-
Q structed that we ensure speciality
treatment to the affected,” Arunraj

All workers havebeen added.
shiftedtoasafe  Health Secretary Darez Ahamed
location. The affected {419 7'N7E that the number of work-
treaiméﬁiﬂ‘r’\?g ers admitted in the GHs was likely
detailed probe is under to increase as some of them are
way, government- shlfjced from the private hOSpltE}lS.
appointed committee Tiruvallur Collector S Kavitha
had begun an inquiry told TNIE that the firm, which
into causebehind owned the seafood export plant,
theleak had the required licences and that
S Kavitha,

Tiruvallur Collector

a government-appointed commit-
tee had begun an inquiry into the
cause behind the leak. “All workers
have been shifted to a safe location.
The affected are receiving treatment and a detailed inves-
tigation is under way,” she said.

About 130 workers from the unit, who were not affected
by leak, the were shifted to the Govinda Bhavanam mar-
riage hall in Kannigaipair where food and drinking water
had been arranged. Their health is being monitored.

Periyapalayam police have filed a case under sections
105 (culpable homicide) and 125 (a) (endangering human
life or safety) of the BNS. Two brothers who own the firm,
Mohan and Joseph, have been taken into custody for in-
quiry, police sources said.

Indian Overseas Bank

- Guntur Branch (Br Code: 0028), 12-1-12, 5 V R'S Empire, Ground Floor, Sanakkayala Factory,
4 Kothapet, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh-522001. Mail Id: lob002B@iab.In , phone: 8925950028

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

Indian Overseas Bank

Guntur Branch (Br Code: 0028}, Ground Floor, SVR's Empire, Sankkayala Factory Road,
Kothapet, Guntur- 522001, Phone No:3925950028 & Emall Id: lob0028{@iob.In

FI..FBLI{: NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-auction sale notice for Sale of immovable Assets under Securitization and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, read with provision to
Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Motice is hereby given o public in genaral and in partcuar 1o the Borrowens) and Guaranton{s) that the below
described immovabde propertyiies, morngagedicharged to-the secured creditor, possession of which has been
taken by the Authorisad Officer of Indian Overseas Bank, Guntur Branch (the Secured Craditor), and will be
sold on “AS 1S WHERE IS" and "AS 1S WHAT I5" and “WHATEVER THERE 15" basiz on 23.07.2026 for
recovery of Dus Amount with Indian Overseas Bank,Guntur Branch.

Sale of immovable property/ies mortgaged to Bank under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (No.54 of 2002} and whereas, the Authorized Officer
of Indian Overseas Bank has taken possession of the following propertyfies pursuant fo the notice issued under
saction 1302} of the Securily Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 in the following loan account with right 1o s
thesama on “AS 1S WHERE 1S BASIS™ and A3 12 WHAT |15 BASIS" and “WHATEVER THERE IS for realizatian
of Bank's dues plus interest & costs as delailed hereunder and whereas consequent upon failure to repay the
dues, the undersigned in exercise of power conferred under Section 134} of the said Acl proposes to realize the
Bank's dues by sala of the said propartylies. The sale will ba done by the undersignad through a-auction platform
provided at ihe Web Portal hitps:/ibaanknet.com.

E-auction sale notice for Sale ofimmovable Assets under Securitization and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, read with provision to
Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Noice 5 hereby given o public in general and in perticudar o the Borrowens) and Guarantors) that ihe below described
immavable propertyiies, morgagad/icharged 1o the secured creditor, possession of which has been taken by the Authorised
Officer of Indian Overseas Bank, Guniur Branch (the Secured Creditor), and will be sold on "AS 15 WHERE 15" and "AS
IS WHAT 15" and “WHATEYER THERE 15" basis on 23.07.2026 for recovery of Rs.1,41,33,017/- {(Rupess One Crore Forty
One Lakhs Thirly Three Thousand and Seventeen Only) as on 19.06.2026, with Indlan Overseas Bank,Guntur Branch.

Sale of immovable propertyfies mortgaged to Bank under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcemant of Security Intarest Act, 2002 (No.54 of 2002) and whareas, (he Avihonzed Officer of Indian Overseas Bank has taken
possesson of the folowmg progertyies pursuanl b the nofice issued under Saclion 1372 of the Secunly Inferes] (Enforcement) Rules
2002 inthe iolowing losn account with fight 1o selthe same on "A3 15 WHERE |3 BASIS" and "AS |5 WHAT IS BASIS" and "WHATEVER
THERE 15" lor reghization of Bank's dues phes inderest & cosis g5 delefied hersunder and whersas consequent upon fadure lo repay the
duis, he wdarsgned in exarcse of power conferred under Section 13(4) of Ihe sald Acl proposes o reakze the Bank's dues by safe ofthe
sakl propertyfies, The sale will be done by the U'J-'JE:TSIQFEI'J 1I'r'1:ugr~e guction platform provided at the Web Portal hitps:/ibaanknet. com.
HamE & Al;ldregiﬁ uf IZI'IE Emn:mer Mi's. $Iil'|.l'ErI1I [.'.‘utlun Tr:n:len; Rep: Ey its Fru|:| Hame Madhu Eahu
Dnio_8-215- 4, nnaninawaraﬂﬂadu road, Etukury, Guntur-522017. Proprietor: Mr. Marne Madhu Babu, Pothina
Mari, Karamchedu Mandal, Prakasham District -5231590 Guarantor; Mr. Sommisetty Venkata Suresh, Flat
Ma.402, Alankrutha Apartments, &/3, Chandramouli Nagar, Guntur-522006

1) Name & Address of the Borrower: {Borrower) Mis. Leela Gyain Enterprises, D No 24-13-29. Mallacheruwu, 15t
Line Etukuru, Guntur-522003, {Bomower /Guarantor): Smit. Majeti Sri Vasavi, Wio M IVeers Hanuman, 25-18-
4111, Sarada Streal, Sampath Magar, Guniur-522004, (Guarantor Mortgagor]: Smt. Majety Maga Parvati Devi
Wio Sal Subba Rao, H.Mo 25-19-41/1, Sarada Sireet, Sampath Magar ,Guntur- 522004, (Guarantor IMortgagor):
Sri. Tallam Venkata Subba Rao, S/o Tallam Ramaswami, D No 6-14-20, 1472, Arundelpet, Guntur-522002,

Due Amount : R5.45,24 894/- as on 19.06.2026; Date of NPA; 30,10.2013; Date of Demand Notice: 25.11.2019}

Dues claimed in Demand Notice: Rs.33,91,741.56 as on 31.10.2019 , with further interest & costs. |

Date of Possession Notice: 04.12.2020;  Paper Publication Date of Possession notice : 08.12.2020
Dues Claimed in Possession Motice: Rs.40,06,148/- as on 04.12. 2020, with further interest & costs

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
Schedule A: (LAND): Vacent Site measuring 254 66 3g yards siiuated at D Mo 207 and Sub devision O Ko

Date of NPA; 29.01.2023 Date of Demand Motice: 31.01.2023

Dues claimed in Demand Notice: Rs.1,02,67,542.25/- as on ' 31.01.2023 , with further interest & costs.

E{I?'f.?l.'} aof Lal.purarn '-.f1lldga hlaar O Mo 25- .-:? 3U Ankurﬂddypalem Sivaru cwned I'_w fdr. Tailarn Venkata Suuha

Challa Dhanalakshmi, 57.6 Fr South: F"rnperl‘,r r.nf Kodur Sivarama Krishna and DthPrs ﬂ{? 01, West; Property
of Lakshmisatty Sitharamulu, 57,6 ft, North: Road, 40.00 ft

Reserve Price: Rs.61,10,000/-;

EMD: Rs.6,11,000/-; Bid increase amount: Rs.1,00,000/-

2) Name & Address of the Borrower: (Bormmower) Mis. Sai Gayathri Waste Paper Traders, D.No, 812134, g
Lana near KalikaTemple, Mahru Magar, Gunlur-522001 (Borrower /Guarantor): Shri. Nukala Sambasiva Rao,
o Mukala Pedda Subbarao, FLAT MO 102, SalvaSai Towers, Magarampalem  Guntur [Borrower /Guarantor):
Shri. Ganlasala Satheesh, 3/o G Siva Shankar rao, FLAT MO A3, Bommarnlusppariments, Sampath Magar,
Guntur (Borrower (Mortgagor) Shri. Tallam Shanmuka Anantha Sai Badrinadh, /o SriUma Sankar Gupla,
FLAT MO:EDZ, Satva Sal Towers, Magarampalem, Guniur (Guarantor iMortgagor): Smt. Majety Naga Parvati
Devi, Wio 5ai Subba Raa, H.No 25-19-41/1, Sarada Streel, Sampath Magar ,Gunlur- 522004,

Date of Possession Notice: 13.09.2023;  Paper Publication Date of Possession notice : 15.09.2023
(Dues Claimed in Possession Notice: Rs. 1 10,55, ﬂBﬂ 25/- as on 13.09.2023, with further |ntere5l & :'.-usls

Date of Pre-Auction Sale Notice : 06122024
DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

Lot-1: Residential site admeagurning 275 Sg Yards with old Tile-roof House siuated al Door Mo, 1-50-54 in 3Y. Mo, 181/2, Jal
Sankar Magar, Chirata Muncipality and Mandal, Prakasam Destrict, standing bncthe name of Mr. Name Madhu Babu (Proprigtor)
Sl Mr, Masthan Raovide Title Desd Mo, 5820¢2008, Boundaries of the Praperty: East: Property of Aravapalll China Venkateswarky,
West: Proparty of Name Madhu Babu (Own Prope

Reserve Price: Rs.27,72.000/-;

y), North: Property of Suddapalll Chandra Mohan, South: Municipal Road.
EMD: Rs.2,77,200/-; Bid increase amount: Rs.50,000/-

Lot-2: Residential site admeaswring 247.7/93 Sq Yards a{ D Mo, 1-B0-55 in 3y, Mo, 181/2 f Chirala, Beside Geg
Tag Door Mo, 229, Jai Sankar Magar, Main Boad- Prakash Magar, Fire Office Gate Road, Mear Avathudha
Swamy Temple, Opposite to Sambasiva Rao & Padmavathi Milyam, Chirala Muncipality and Mandal, Prakash
Digtrict, ,standing in the name of Mr. Marme Madhu Babu (Proprietar) S/o Mr. Masthan Rag vide Titel Deed Mo
16112010 dated 12.04.2010. Boundaries of the Property: East: Propery of Chakrala Ravi Kumar, West:

Property of Yenumala Syvamala RBaju, Morth: Property of Azsadl Rama Krishna Reddy. South: Municipal Road.
Reserve Price: Rs.24,98,000/-;

EMD: Rs.2, 49 800/-; Bid increase amount: Rs.50,000/-

Amarrr:'g.rd Cotton Mill, Eiuhuru o Ana nlhan‘amm:.—rﬂu H{.atj Etukuiru, Gurﬂur I'u'luhtlp:llﬂur;:lurdhn"l Grbur I:lﬁil'll'..:
in thenam eof Mr. Somisetty Venkata Suresh Babu Slo 5 Anjaneyulu vide Titel Deed No. 3589/2015 datad
07 .04, 2015, Boundaries of the Property: Easi: Land of Akkisetty Babu, West: Land of Somisetty Anjanawulu,
Morth: Land Sold to others by Jidugu Rajeswara Rao, South: Land belong o Vendee,

EMD: Rs.9,06,800/-; Bid increase amount: Rs.1,00,000/-

Reserve Price: Rs.90,68,000/-;

* Sale of Immovable Properties (Other than agricultural land) involving sale consideration of Rs.50.00 lakhs and
above attracts 1% income tax, Eanh shall recover TDS at 1% on the actual Suc:essful Bid Amount, from the bidder.

T LN

Due Amount : Rs.1,22,18, 804/~ as on 19.06.2026; Date of NPA: 30,11.2012; Date of Demand Motice: 18.12.2019

DI‘J‘EE ::IalrnEd in Dema m:l. 'I".Iuht:E FI5 ET E'B 553 T! ason Eﬂ 1'1 EI]'IIE' I|'|.r1’1:h fu rther II'I'EE rest E. qus.l:s
Date of Possession Notice: 07.10.2020; Fapur Publication Date nf Possession notice : 10.10.2020

Dues Claimed in Possession Motice; Rs, 1,008,777, 784/- as on 07, 10,2020, with further interest & costs

Dﬁr‘t"l'IE-'I"lt Magarampalem, GunturMunlcll}al Corporation, Guntur City, Guntur Districtin the namee:bfmr Talkam
Shanmukha Anantha Sai Badrinath 3/o Mr. Tallam Uma Sankara Gupiha vide Title Deed Mo, 1380172012 dated
05.11.2012._Schedule A: All that the piece and parcel of property situated at Masthanaiah Darga Road,
Magarampalem Area, In Muncipal Old Ward Mo 17, Block NI 16, T 5 Mo, 478, Boundaries of the Property: East:
Property belong to Amabati Koleswara Rao & Others, 126'-00", South: Property belongs to Dalaval Dhanunjaya
Rao, 31°-06". West: Joinl Passage, 17-00°, Again South: Joint Passage, 28"-06°. Again West: Property belong
a 0. Durga Raop, Pabbisetly Rama Perumalla Setly, M Ravindra Babu and others, 106'-00", North: Property
halang to Nagandla Sambasiva Rao, Addagala Rama Raa, and others, 35'-06", Again West: Proparty belong fo
Magandla Sambasiva Rag, Addagala Rama Rao, and others, 16-03", Again North: Muncipal Road, 34'-08"
edule E All the residential fiad bearing Flat Mo, 102, kocated in Gn:lund Fl;-:f in Sabya 3ai Apariment I.'nr'1h an undivided anu:l

Eut .Ju:untwar in I:ueb-'.-een Flat 101 and this ﬂat South; Cpen t-:- Sky, West: Open to Sk.'g.' MNorth: CI|:|E'1 fo Sh'!.-a nd Comidor,
Reserve Price: Rs.48,74.000/-; EMD: R=.4.87.400/-; Bid increase amount: Bs.50,000/-

LOT-2: Schedule A: [LAMND): Vacant Site iz an extent of 171.5 sq vards sitluated at D no. 58/B3 of Kortedadu,

EMD Remittance: Tha |I'I1.EI'II:!'II'|E Bidders (Purchasers are requested 1o ragister on porial httpE.fft:amhnei-nnm
uging thedr mobile number and email-id. Further, they are requested to uplead reguisite KYC documents: Once
the KYC documents are verified by e-auction service provider (may take 2 working days), the intending Bidders
{Purchasers has to iransfer tha EMD amaunl using onling mode in his Glabal EMD Walle! account by 22.07 . 2026
before 1.00 p.m. Intending bidders shall have a valid email address and shoubd register theirname / account by
tegin io the weabsite of the aforesad service provider,

Known Encumbrance if any: NIL

ia 3rd Lane, Vikas Magar at 15t Lane Sadasiva Nagar Guntur owned by Smit Majety MNaga Parvathy Devi Wo
Zatya Sai Subba Rao vide Title Deed Mo, 906/2010. Boundarles of the Property: East: Property belongs fo
Panchurarthi Sarada, 31-00", South: Property belongs to Puvwwada Mukesh Kumar, 49°-05", West: 30f wide
Municipal Corporation Road, 31°-06", Marth: 30ft wide Municipal Corporation Road, 48°'-04".

Reserve Price: Rs.74,05,000/-; EMD: Rs.7,40,500/-; Bid increase amount: Rs.1,00,000/-

Date & Time of auction: 23-07-2026, between 11.00 A.M to 01.00 PM with auto extension of
& minutes each fill sale is completed at the plat form of URL hiips: Mbaanknet.comi in Sale Nofice ingiead of PSEB Alliance g-BKRAY

Inspection Dated& Time: D1.22-06-2026 onwards with pricr appeintment with Bank

EMD Remittance; The intending Bidders /Purchasers are requested o regester on portal iitps:fbaanknet.com
uzing thair mobile number and email=-ld. Further, they are reguested to upload requisite KYC documenis. Once
the KYC documents are verified by e-auction service provider {may take 2 working days), the intending Bidders
Purchasars has lo ransfer the EMD amount using online made in his Global EMD Wallel account by 22.07.2026
befora 1.00 p.m. Intending bidders shall have a valid email address and should register thesr name ! account by
Iu_]ln o the wabsile of hea .-11|:|rE-a.=1|t‘j '_-..[-"r'-.I'ILE p-TE‘I'.:'I-dEF

Known Encumbrance if any NIL

Submission of Online Application for bid with EMD: 23-06-2026 Onwards

Inspection Dated Time: Dt.22-06-2026 onwards with prior appointment with Bank

Last date for submission of online application for BID with EMD; Dt.22-07-2026 BEFORE 1.00 P M

* QDutstanding dues of Local Self Government (Properly Tax, Water sewerage, Electricity Bills etc) to
be ascertained by the prospective bidders and to be paid by the successful bidders

“Bank's dues have priority over the statutory dues

Submission of Online Application for bid with EMD: 23-06-2026 Onwards
Last date for submission of online EIFI|J|H:E1:IE|I'I' for BID with EMD: Dt.22-07-2026 BEFORE 1.00P M

* Dutstanding dues of Local Self Government [Property Tax, Water sewerage, Electricity Bills etc) to
be ascertained by the prospective bidders and to be paid by the successful bidders

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer o the link provided in service provider's website:
URL: hitps:/fbaanknet.com or bank’s website www.iob,in

For further defails please contact; The Branch H!anargEr Indian Overseas Bank, Guntur Branch, Ground Floor, SVR's
Empira, Sanakkayala Factory Road, Main Road, Kothapet, Guntur-522001. Ph: 8925550028 & Email id: iob0028@iob.in.
sorvice Provider : Mis. Bank Assot Auction Network (BAANKNET) having Registered office at Unit -1, 3 Floor, VIOS
commercial tower, Near Wadala Truck terminal, Wadala East, Mumbai- 400037, email: support. BAANKNETi@pshalliance.com
{Website; hitps;fbaanknel.com) (Contact No; 8291220220, cperation tene of Help desk: 800 am fo 800 pm)

Date : 20-06-2026, Place : Guntur Sdi- Authorised Officer, Indian Overseas Bank

epaper.newtndtan“s.mm .

*Bank's dues have priority over the statutory dues

Fowr tietmler_i terms and conditons of the sale, plea';ia rE1er tu the link provided In ssrvice prowder's website:
For furﬂlar dﬂtﬂlf&- please ::anr.a[:t The Branch Manager, Indmn I:‘.!'tar:s&as Bank, Guntur Branch, Ground Floor, 3VR's

Empire, Sanakkayala Faclory Road, Main Road, Kothapet, Guntur-522001, Ph: 8925950028 & Emall Id; iob0023i@iok.in.
Service Provider : M/s. Bank Asset Auction He-hmrh [(BAANKMET) having Registered office at Unit -1, 3™ Floor, VIDS
commercial tower, Near Wadala Truck terminal, Wadala East, Mumbai- 400037, email: support BAANKNET@ psballiance com
(Website: hitps:\baanknet.com) (Contact No: 8291220220, cperation me of Help desk’ 8:00 am bo 800 pm)

Sd/- Authorised Officer. Indian Overseas Bank

Date : 20-06-2026, Place : Guntur




INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

IRON WILL NEEDED TO
CONVERT COVENANT
INTO LASTING PEACE

— HE parallels could not have been more poignant. Days
before the 107th anniversary of one US President signing
a 14-point peace agenda in a gilded hall at Versailles,
another followed suit in the sprawling palace outside
Paris. More than a century ago, Woodrow Wilson needed
several months after the signing to reconcile competing
proposals and secure peace after the First World War. This time,
the hope is that Donald Trump will expend enough political
capital to iron out the remaining differences and rein in Israel’s
roguish belligerence, delivering a lasting peace in West Asia.
Over the 114 days since Israel and the US launched their war
on Iran, the world has repeatedly swung between hope and
despair, with temporary ceasefires giving way to renewed
hostilities. On Sunday, American and Iranian negotiators met
in the Swiss town of Biirgenstock, alongside Pakistani and
Qatari mediators, to advance the 14-point memorandum of
understanding towards a peace pact envisaged by mid-August.
All sides appeared clear that the most pressing issue was the
conduct of someone not in the room. The US President and
Vice President voiced their harshest warnings yet for the
Benjamin Netanyahu government to toe the line drawn by
their biggest benefactor. For the other side, the Iranian foreign
ministry said the momentum towards peace would depend on
Israel’s actions in Lebanon. The limits of Iran’s nuclear options
and a mechanism to keep the Strait of Hormuz open were the
other technical points on the agenda, along with the flow of funds
to Iran that the memorandum of understanding promises.
Iran, bitten twice in a year by Israel, also wants to ensure a
longer-term structured assurance against repeated attacks.
Perhaps the world, reminded afresh of what one choked mari-
time passage can wreak on the global economy, should use this
moment to think ahead with the collective wisdom of hindsight.
The 1919 Treaty of Versailles had led to the formation of the
League of Nations, an unequal high table that seeded resent-
ments. In an era when multiple disruptions are redefining
geopolitics, we must design a fresh template beyond the UN
charter to ensure equitable global governance. The world is
again facing an imperative Georges Clemenceau had articu-
lated after the Versailles Treaty, “Now we have to win the peace,
and it may be more difficult.” But first, a durable armistice.

ODISHA TEXTBOOK FIASCO
WARRANTS STERN ACTION

staggering 1,600-odd mistakes in textbooks printed and
circulated among schools by the Odisha government
are not merely proofing blunders. They are proof of
institutional failure. From a picture of Karnataka’s
Vidhan Soudha being used for the Odisha State Assem-
bly to the Hampi Stone Chariot being passed off as the Konark
Sun Temple, factual inaccuracies and grammatical errors
across subjects have brought embarrassment to the BJP
government. Errors range from locating the Niyamgiri Hills
in Jharkhand to mistakes in the names of eminent personali-
ties. The lapses of the School and Mass Education (SME)
Department span languages—English, Hindi, Urdu and even
Odia have not been spared. The less said about typographical
and spelling errors, the better. One can gauge the enormity
of the gaffes from the fact that the State Council of Educa-
tional Research and Training (SCERT), which prepared the
textbooks, had to publish two volumes of corrigenda
running to 115 pages. Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi,
evidently unhappy with the situation, ordered a probe by a
panel and vowed action against those responsible.
However, the entire episode smacks of callousness. Text-
book preparation began last year. A 24-member core commit-
tee, comprising departmental officers and subject experts,
was entrusted with syllabus scrutiny. But so negligible was
oversight that the errors were discovered only after 2.9 crore
copies of 57 textbooks had been printed and circulated. Al
and translation tools appear to have been used while human
supervision remained absent. The scale of the blunder is as
disturbing as the state government’s reluctance to fix
accountability. Compounding matters, SME Minister
Nityananda Gond’s attempt to dismiss the issue as a mere
printing mistake is unfortunate. For students, textbooks are
sacrosanct. They are often the first and most authoritative
source of knowledge, which is why every stage of their
preparation demands the highest standards of scrutiny.
The episode is particularly troubling because the textbooks
were developed under the State Curriculum Framework and
aligned with the National Education Policy 2020. Curriculum
reform is meant to improve learning outcomes, not create
confusion. When the curriculum process itself is compromised,
the credibility of the reform comes into question. Textbook
errors have surfaced in the past, but the magnitude of this epi-
sode is staggering. Course correction must be undertaken, but
accountability must precede it—and it should begin at the top.
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ORBIT OVERLOAD

PACEX, Google and other tech companies are advancing
S plans for orbital Al data centres. With abundant solar power

and falling launch costs, they see space as the best future
location. But low-Earth orbit’s already crowded. European Space
Agency tracks 44,870 objects in orbit; 9,300 of them are opera-
tional satellites, while the rest are dead spacecraft, rocket stages
and debris, alongside an estimated 1.2 million smaller objects.
Still, SpaceX proposes a data-centre constellation of one million
satellites, while Google’s Project Suncatcher envisions packed
satellite groups. Collision risks are thus real: Starlink satellites
executed 300,000 collision-avoidance manoeuvres in 2025
alone. With no binding regulations, approving data-centre fleets
before enforcing stricter debris controls would be reckless.

HE idea of Tier I to VI cities
was originally developed by the
government to calculate
employee benefits such as
house rent, dearness allowance
based on the population size of
settlements. Though this
classification is no longer officially used,
the categories continue in real estate and
development circles, where they are de-
fined by land value and population. The
seven metropolitan cities remain Tier I,
while many smaller state capitals and
towns are classified as Tier II, reflecting
their investment and land-value poten-
tial. Housing markets are a key driver of
this hierarchical categorisation, which
has since extended into development fi-
nance and real estate planning.

In its present form, the category of
Tier II cities is largely defined by exclu-
sion, emerging from a hierarchy an-
chored in metropolitan centres. Land
markets, investment recovery potential
and flexible negotiation environments
characterise Tier II and Tier III cities.

When land markets become saturated
in big cities, investment shifts towards
TierII cities, driving infrastructure growth
through wider road networks, metro
systems, and new investments in hospitals,
hotels and housing. Growth is driven not
by the needs of these cities but by external
capital pressures, including global financial
flows. Local administrations are often
ill-equipped to manage these pressures,
while the political class is eager to facilitate
land-use changes and land transactions.

The master planning process has been
practised in India for decades and is ide-
ally based on extensive local surveys,
public hearings and people’s participa-
tion. Needs are assessed through plan-
ning standards and regional plan provi-
sions. Tier-based hierarchies are never a
criterion in plan preparation. Plans are
not driven by financial considerations
and typically follow similar physical pat-
terns from city to city, with ring roads,
designated industrial land use and broad-
ly density-driven housing. In most cases,
external pressures for housing and infra-
structure fall outside the planning frame-
work, resulting in forced land-use chang-
es and new movement networks.
Participatory planning and public hear-
ings are often undermined by these ex-
ternally driven capital pressures.

Though the 74th Constitutional
Amendment clearly lays out a method
for plan preparation, investment deci-
sions follow a different logic, detached
from the priorities of elected local bod-
ies. When the Constitution vests develop-
ment planning in local government, an
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The most sustainable city is an existing one. Reviving India’s historic
urban centres can simultaneously address climate pressures, protect
cultural heritage and create new opportunities for development

THE FUTURE LIES IN
INDIA’S OLD CITIES
AND THEIR RENEWAL

KT RAVINDRAN

externally generated hierarchy such as
the Tier II city construct works against
alocally rooted, need-based model of de-
velopment. Instead of neighbourhood
health centres across the city, what gets
built may be a super-specialty hospital,;
instead of totlots, alarge stadium. Avail-
able land becomes the basis for new
housing, when what is needed is a stra-
tegic programme of inner-city renewal.
The relationship between Tier I and Tier
IT cities remains colonial, as impatient
capital continually seeks new pastures.

Barring Chandigarh and Gandhina-
gar, almost every Tier II city contains an
embedded old city, pre-industrial in ori-
gin and part of settlement networks
shaped by functional needs rather than
investment hierarchies.

Centuries-old urban centres are clas-
sified as Tier II and Tier III, from which
migration to larger cities has long been

Urban designer and former Chairman
of the Delhi Urban Art Commission

SOURAV ROY

the norm. Human Development Index
scores remain low, social amenities are
inadequate and environmental degrada-
tion grows, while land remains underu-
tilised. Former pilgrimage centres, aban-
doned capitals, trading hubs, and centres
of traditional learning, music, perform-
ing arts, toy-making and painting are
languishing across India in the absence
of an equity-based urban development
strategy. Relegation to a lower hierarchy
only deepens this neglect.

From the perspective of the climate
crisis, an existing building is the most
sustainable one; an existing city is the
most sustainable city. They demand no
new resources. Conserving India’s exist-
ing urban centres and arresting outmi-
gration is no longer a romantic obses-
sion with the past. Rather; it is an urgent
necessity that helps address the climate
crisis, stabilise local populations and

There is no logic that can be superimposed
on the city; people make it, and it is to them,
not buildings, that we must fit our plans

Jane
Jacobs

protect India’s age-old cultures.

The Smart Cities Mission began as a
plan for 100 new cities, but soon gave way
to the more modest goal of upgrading 100
existing ones. Ground realities and lim-
ited local implementation capacity re-
duced the programme to its third avatar:
100 selected areas within those cities.
The mission ended with thousands of
crores unspent, while the maintenance
of these interventions and their impact
on urban structure remain unevaluated.
In the process, a major opportunity was
lost to revive India’s heritage cities
through planned regeneration and the
intelligent use of technology.

If India’s planners continue to cling to
19th-century notions of road widening
and industry-centric development, the
climate crisis will soon find a formidable
ally in industry itself. Can we instead
open a new discourse on preserving In-
dia’s rich urban traditions through the
conservation of existing cities and the
intelligent use of technology? Can we
turn impending digital disruptions into
opportunities for urban conservation?

If India’s old cities (read Tier II and
Tier III cities) are reimagined as future-
ready spaces, more people would choose
to remain in them, allowing their intrin-
sic values to be nurtured. Many urban
design principles—including density of
form, shaded vehicle-free movement,
mixed use and sustainable built form—
are already embedded in these old cities.
Their inadequacies relate mainly to park-
ing and vehicular access, modern sanita-
tion and waste-disposal systems, and in-
adequate social infrastructure. All of
these can be addressed through intelli-
gent design and effective adaptive reuse.
Many old cities remain poorly mapped
and suffer from unreliable power supply.
Through a mission-mode approach
across India, these deficiencies can be
remedied at a fraction of the cost and
with far lower resource use.

Urban conservation has received only
a fraction of the attention devoted to
planning and urban design. Digitisation
offers an opportunity to strengthen his-
toric urban fabric through digital infra-
structure and reliable electricity. Such
interventions would immediately raise
land values while helping resolve frag-
mented ownership patterns. The State
must lead. Unlike the industrial revolu-
tion, the digital revolution is less physi-
cally invasive in historic cities. Smart
City-II should be directed exclusively to-
wards Tier II and Tier III cities, combin-
ing climate mitigation, heritage protec-
tion and income opportunities.

(Views are personal)

THE DISCIPLINE OF DECORUM

OSING our temper in public
and having heated altercations
seem to have become the Indian
norm, as incidents keep show-
ing in the news. Whereas our
traditional position was, ‘main-
tain decorum, no matter what
and why’. Consider Queen Kaikeyi, who
is furious that Rama, not Bharata, is to be
king. How correct her behaviour is, nev-
ertheless. No nasty, vulgar scenes for her.
She retreats into the ‘kopagriha’, the an-
ger room. It’s notable how she is so proper
even when she’s being horrible. This old
Indian dictum on propriety has its merits.
Because, while righteous anger cannot be
wrong, unrestrained temper damages
everybody—the individual, society at
large and the entire functioning process.

As a respite from all the name-calling go-
ing on in the world, let’s think for a spell of
pleasant names and their positive resonanc-
es. One of my frequent-lier friends calls it
her airport mantra. She finds it exhilarating
to see the electronic flight status roll past.
“Such amazing city names, that’s the ro-
mance of travel, of being part of a great
flow,” she says, for all that she’s a canny cor-
porate-type not given to undue sentiment.

I, too, am unable to be blasé on flights. I
am unabashedly delighted by the wonder
of being airborne, though I pray like any-
thing to Pavanputra Hanuman before
take-off and if we hit an air-pocket. East
Europeans and Turks applaud when the
flight lands, which shows appreciation—
for the pilot’s skill, for the grandeur of hu-
man invention and for the laws of aerody-
namics and gravity. And surely, gratitude
to ‘whom it may concern’ is due, whatever
name we call ‘that’, for having made it
safely back to terra firma one more time?

The Air India morning flight from
Bangkok to Delhi offers a unique civili-
sational sight from the sky, soaring over
three great rivers—the Mekong (mean-
ing ‘Ma Ganga’) soon after take-off asthe
flight heads northwest over the borders
between Thailand, Laos and Myanmar;
Irrawaddy (Iravati) mid-flight; and the
Ganga herself, approaching Delhi.

Bangkok began as a small trading cen-
tre on the Chao Phraya, meaning River of
Kings. It was called ‘Bang Makok’, mean-
ing ‘the village of wild plum trees’, serv-
ing Ayutthaya (Ayodhya), then the capital
of Siam, until Ayutthaya fell to the
Burmese in 1767. A new capital came up
around Bangkok. In 1782, King Rama I
named this new city Krung Thep, City of
Celestials, ‘thep’ meaning ‘dev’. Thais call
it Krung Thep, not Bangkok, like we say

“Bharat”, not “India”, among ourselves.
Many may know this, but just to
enjoy its flow together, here’s Bangkok’s
full name: Krung Thep Mahanakhon
Amon Rattanakosin Mahinthara Ayut-
thaya Mahadilok Phop Noppharat
Ratchadhani Burirom Udomratchaniwet
Mahasathan Amon Piman Awatan Sathit
Sakkathattiya Witsanukam Prasit.
Which means: “The city of celestials,
the great city, the eternal jewel city, the
impregnable city of Lord Indra, the grand
capital of the world endowed with nine
precious gems, the happy city, abounding
in a grand royal palace that resembles
the heavenly abode where reigns the in-
carnated god, a city given by Indra and
built by Visnukarn (Viswakarma)”.
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While our Asian neighbours have
managed to excel in public civility,
Indians have little motivation to

| be patient or avoid littering.
e For all the depictions of the

mannerly archetype that originated
in the subcontinent, a fictitious
19th-century detective offers an
explanation for similar contrasts

Bangkok is also world-famous for spec-
tacular traffic jams. Some of Bangkok’s
intersections can turn us, curry-in-a-hur-
ry folks, into gibbering wrecks. One such
quasar is where Asoke Montri Road cuts
Sukhumvit Road. And yet the Thais donot
have road rage. Why? Hailing from rough,
impatient Delhi-NCR, I was tormented by
this question. I knew about the Buddha’s
benign influence on Thailand, but how
were Thais so well-behaved in public?

FAITHLINE

A Russian author offers a clue through
hisfictitious 19th-century detective, Erast
Fandorin. The author is Boris Akunin,
who is really Grigory Chkhartishvili,
who is compared to Gogol, Tolstoy and
Arthur Conan Doyle. He has sold over 20
million Fandorin books in Russia alone.
Says the dashing Erast in Murder on the
Leviathan, “Christian culture is based on
a sense of guilt. The (eastern) motivation
is different. In their society the moral
restraints derive from a sense of shame...
I can assure you that shame is a far more
civilising influence than guilt.”

Whatever be the case, isn’t it mortifying
that both westerners and easterners gen-
erally behave better at home and abroad
than those pushy, quarrelsome Indians
immune to both shame and guilt? Perhaps
the Union government could produce an
adab nama or book of manners, call it
whatever, as required reading, since no
religious preacher has evidently taught
enough people to speak politely, be pa-
tient, not litter and behave with dignity.

Concerning Buddhism, many in India
may not remember the mannerly young
woman who became a turning point in the
birth of this great world religion. Sujata,
who, seeing a starving ascetic beneath a ban-
yan tree, offered him a reviving drink of the
madhu payasam or kheer that she carried.
He course-corrected from his excessive aus-
terities after this respectful, kind interac-
tion and thereby attained enlightenment.

There are many charming depictions
of Sujata in Thailand, carved over the
entrance to a wat or Thai temple, or bend-
ing anxiously in a mural or painting at a
big shrine. She has to be one of the dear-
est persons in world history. The Vener-
able Thich Nhat Hanh retells this and
other episodes beautifully in his English
translation of the Buddhacharita, ‘Old
Path White Clouds’. I go back to it some-
times, for the cleansing pleasure of read-
ing again about the Holy One.

If other filters fail, perhaps we could
think of Sakyamuni’s equable tempera-
ment the next time we feel triggered in
public, and achieve a spot of civilisation-
al shame ourselves?

(Views are personal)
(shebaba09@gmail.com)
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Equal partners

Ref: Indo drop (Jun 21). The issue requires

a Kennedy Round-style remedial action

to preserve security cooperation and keep
changing loyalties in check. This can involve
higher-order communication so that the
focus can be diverted towards core principles
and what individual stakeholders have to
offer, rather than polarised decision-making.
Sureshbabu Kalyansundaram, email

Trump’s presidency

Ref: Trump’s war & peace (Jun 21).

Donald Trump’s reputation as the “president
of peace” precedes him. He makes a peace
agreement with Iran and violates it before
theink is dry. He should put an end to the
continuous chest-beating and posing as the
‘peacemaker’ when he can’t even stop the
indiscriminate strikes on Lebanon.
Muhammed Shahul, Kozhikode

Self-serving parties

Ref: Heading for a two-party system?

(Jun 21). The country is witnessing also-
rans; recognised parties without any clear
ideology, policy perspectives and roadmap
for the country’s development. These parties
contest elections merely for political survival
and to perpetuate family tradition. In a two-
party landscape, surviving parties will have
to incorporate ambitions and aspirations of
all, leaving room for no complaints.

K R Venkata Narasimhan, Madurai

Political immaturity

Ref: NSS flays ‘arrogant’ VDS (Jun 21).

After personally tried to hunt him down

in the election, the stance of NSS general
secretary is a matter of extreme political
hypocrisy, arrogance and shame. Nair should
know that a CM has many administrative
responsibilities and must respect the office.
K A Solaman, email

Israel’s whims

Ref: Iran shuts Hormuz again (Jun 21).

Israel is not leaving any stone unturned

to put a spanner in every ceasefire. There

is noendin sight to the conflict until and
unless Tel Aviv mends its ways. One only
hopes that Benjamin Netanyahu sees reason
and refrains from wanton aggression.
Aanya Singhal, Noida

Leak accountability

Ref: Drama at Jantar Mantar (Jun 21).

The Cockroach Janta Party resorting to
peaceful protests highlights a mature
means of expressing dissent. The education
minister needs to appreciate the feelings of
the youth, accept responsibility and resign.
TM Uday Shankar, Hyderabad
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Move shows govt’s faith in Deka, who is scheduled to retire on June 30 ® Mehta has completed eight years in office

VIJAYAWADA

monpay .06.2026

" INSIDER TRACK

MUKESH RANJAN @ New Delhi

THE Centre is learnt to be con-
sidering a rare third consecu-
tive extension in service for In-
telligence Bureau Director
Tapan Kumar Deka, which
sources said reflects the leader-
ship’s emphasis on continuity
in the country’s internal secu-
rity architecture.

If approved by the Appoint-
ments Committee of the Cabi-
net (ACC), Deka, a 1988-batch
Indian Police Service (IPS) of-
ficer of the Himachal Pradesh
cadre, will continue beyond
June 30, the date on which his
current tenure ends. The move
would make him the longest-
serving chief of India’s pre-
mier internal intelligence
agency. Sources in the top bu-
reaucracy said the government
continues to repose “exception-
al trust” in Deka’s handling of
sensitive counter-terrorism op-
erations and internal security
challenges, particularly in J&K
and the Northeast.

Deka took charge as the IB
Director on July 1, 2022, for an
initial fixed tenure of two
years. Since then, he has al-
ready received two successive
one-year extensions -- first till
June 2025 and later till June
this year. A third extension, if
it gets the go-ahead, would un-

derscore the Centre’s prefer-
ence for operational continuity
amid an evolving security land-
scape across the country.

Regarded within intelligence
and security circles as a sea-
soned “crisis manager”’, Deka
is known for his deep opera-
tional experience and low-pro-
file approach. Before heading
the IB, he had led the agency’s
operations wing for more than
two decades and played a key
role in several high-stakes
counter-terror initiatives.

Deka was closely involved in
counter-terror operations dur-
ing the 26/11 Mumbai terror at-
tacks in 2008 and later he spear-
headed intelligence operations
against the Indian Mujahideen,
the terror outfit linked to a se-
ries of bombings and extremist
activities across the country
during the 2000s.

Cong demands right to
vote as fundamental right
to prevent SIR exclusions

r
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MUKESH RANJAN @ New Delhi

THE Congress on Sunday reiterated its demand

to declare voting a fundamental right, arguing

that the move would strengthen constitutional
i+ safeguards against alleged voter suppression
=" and arbitrary disqualifications under the SIR

- process in several states.

g AICC General Secretary (Communication)

Jairam Ramesh accused the Election Commis-

sion of India (EC) of functioning in a “blatantly

‘EC working
at behest of
PM, Shah’

Jairam Ramesh
accused the EC
of functioning in
a ‘blatantly
partisan’
manner at the
behest of senior
BJP leaders

partisan” manner at the behest of PM Naren-
dra Modiand Union Home Minister Amit Shah.
He said elevating voting rights to the status of
afundamental right would ensure the “highest
level of judicial review and protection” and en-
able closer Supreme Court scrutiny of the poll
body’s functioning. Ramesh linked the demand
to arecent SC ruling delivered on June 19, 2026,
in which a two-judge bench declared the right
to walk on a footpath a fundamental right un-
der the Constitution. A bench of Justices PS
Narasimha and AS Chandurkar held that pe-

destrians’ rights on demarcated footpaths take

Rahul
grooms
leaders

Rahul Gandhi on
Sunday spent
four hours in
Chhattisgarh’s
Abhanpur, about
30 km from the
state capital,
grooming
leaders at a
training camp.

Men hooked to liquor, women to

KAVITA BAJELI-DATT @ New Delhi

LIQUOR consumption among
men, including in Bihar, which
has imposed prohibition on it,
has gone up, while more and
more women in India are tak-
ing up tobacco, according to the
NFHS-6 (2023-24) data.

Thirteen states and UTs, in-
cluding Telangana and UP, re-
port an increase in any tobacco
use among females in the age
group of 15 years and above as
compared to the National Fam-
ily Health Survey-5 (2019-21).
This is despite a slight national
dip—from 8.9% to 8.4%—in
women using tobacco of any
kind. The same applies to men.
Tobacco usage among men
went down from 38.0% t0 36.3%,
as per the National Family
Health Survey-6.

However, in many states and
UTs, usage of tobacco is high
among both men and women.
According to Dr Shalini Singh,
Director, Indian Council of
Medical Research-National In-
stitute of Cancer Prevention
and Research, Noida (ICMR-

precedence over motorised vehicles and are
protected under Articles 19(1)(d) and 21 of the

Constitution, he noted.

Ramesh recalled that the Advisory Commit-
tee on Fundamental Rights chaired by Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel had discussed the issue in
April 1947. He said Dr B R Ambedkar and Babu
Jagjivan Ram had strongly favoured making
voting a fundamental right, while Patel and C
Rajagopalachari opposed the move, fearing
princely states might resist joining the Union.
According to Ramesh, Patel eventually argued
that universal adult franchise itself carried the
character of an implicit fundamental right.

IB director’s tenure likely
to be extended third time

Final decision to be taken
closer to end of tenure

Sources said the government
views Deka’s institutional
knowledge and operational
oversight as critical at a time

of persistent internal and
regional security challenges.
They said the final decision on
the next IB Director is likely to be
taken closer to the end of Deka’s
tenure.

Deka is also considered an
expert on Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism in Jammu and Kash-
mir and has long served as one
of the government’s principal
intelligence hands on the Un-
ion territory. His experience in
handling insurgency and radi-
calisation-related matters has
made him a key figure in In-
dia’s domestic security estab-
lishment, sources said.

In 2019, he was deputed to his
home state of Assam to help
manage the law-and-order situ-
ation following widespread
protests and violence triggered
by the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA). The sources said
the government views Deka’s
institutional knowledge and
operational oversight as criti-
cal at a time of persistent
internal and regional security
challenges.

Longest-serving SG gets
another term as govt’s
second highest law officer

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
@ New Delhi

THE Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet (ACC) has ap-
proved the re-appointment of
Solicitor General (SG) Tushar
Mehta for another term of
three years with effect from
July 1, 2026, or until further or-
ders, whichever is earlier, ac-
cording to a notification issued
by the Department of Person-
nel & Training (DoPT).

With this, Mehta will contin-
ue as the Union government’s
second-highest law officer and
is set to complete 11 years as SG
by the end of his fresh tenure.
Mehta assumed the SG office in
2018. Before that he had been
working as an Additional So-
licitor General since 2014.
Before that he had been
appointed as Addition-
al Advocate General of
Gujarat in 2008. As
Tushar Mehta has al-
ready completed eight
years in the role of SG, the
re-appointment will make him
one of the longest-serving So-
licitors General in India’s judi-
cial history.

The notification issued by
the DoPT on Saturday also stat-
ed the re-appointment of five
Additional Solicitors General

4

(ASGs) for the Supreme Court
for another three-year term.
The re-appointment of three
ASGs—Suryaprakash V Raju,
N Venkataraman, and Aish-
warya Bhati—will take effect
from June 30. The ACC

has cleared re-appoint-
ment of two ASGs—

Vikramji Banerjee and

KM Nataraj—for the

Supreme Court for a
further term of three
years from July 30.

The DoPT notification also
said that the re-appointment of
Chetan Sharma as ASG for
High Court of Delhi for a fur-
ther term of six months will
take effect from July 1 or until
further orders, whichever
is earlier.

If DMK supports delimitation
bill, TN won’t accept it: Cong

ONGRESS’S newly elected

Rajya Sabha member from

Tamil Nadu, Praveen

Chakravarty, spoke to

Preetha Nair on his new
role, the TVK-led government’s
agenda and the strained ties
with the DMK. Excerpts:

What are your priorities as
a new RS member?

As the first representative of
the TVK-Congress alliance in
Parliament, this position comes
at a very crucial time. Under
the BJP government, there are
attempts to split parties in
states like Bengal, Maharash-
tra, and Punjab, to secure ma-
jority support for key bills
such as the delimitation

bill and the One Nation,
One Election bill. It is
an attack on the rights
of states, especially
those in the South. We
will firmly oppose this.

DMK has called Congress
political opportunists,
backstabbers, etc.

Aligning with TVK was neither
sudden nor backstabbing. The
TN Congress wanted an alli-
ance with the TVK even before
the elections, and that the DMK
tried to backstab the voters by
forging a secret deal with the
AIADMK after the results.

We felt this ran counter to the
expectations of voters who sup-
ported change. The DMK did
not consult the allies on this.

Why wasn’t the
alliance decided

before the elections?
Even before the elec-
tion, a large majority
of Tamil Nadu Con-
gress workers favoured
alliance with TVK. They
felt that the DMK neither re-
spected nor shared power fairly
with partners. However, the
high command took a different
decision due to national-level
considerations. There was also
strong propaganda and percep-
tion management by the DMK
using plaint media. The post-
election reality showed our as-

sessment was correct.

smoking: Survey
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NICPR), anational average that
appears favourable can mask
subnational crises.

“Tobacco control policy must
be disaggregated to the state
and district level. We need
state-specific and, most impor-
tantly, district-level burden as-
sessments and tailored inter-
ventions,” she told this paper.

What is worrisome is that the
use of tobacco has seen a rise
among women, more So among

rural women, in many states.

It is, however, not that men
are not smoking. In 10 states,
including in UP and Uttara-
khand, more men are smoking
as compared to the national av-
erage. Liquor consumption
among men aged 15 years and
above has seen a rise both na-
tionally (from 18.7% to 18.9%)
and in as many as 13 states and
UTs, including in Andhra, Ker-
ala, and Telangana.

In dry states like Bihar, Na-
galand and Mizoram, its con-
sumption hasrisen. The impact
of aban can only be seen in Gu-
jarat, where there is a decline
in its consumption among both
men and women. Although na-
tionally, consumption of liquor
has slightly dipped among
women from 1.3% to 1.1%, in
eight states, including in And-
hra Pradesh, Kerala and Telan-
gana, it has gone up.

Do you think DMK will back
INDIA if bills like delimita-
tion are introduced again?
The INDIA bloc was formed
primarily for the 2024 parlia-
mentary elections. We are not
in an election phase now, and at
this stage, it serves more as a
platform for parliamentary co-
operation. Whether the DMK
attends meetings or not is sec-
ondary. The question is wheth-
er it stands together in Parlia-
ment when legislation affecting
federalism is brought forward.
If the DMK supports the bills,
it will be politically unaccept-
able in Tamil Nadu.

What’s the TVK govern-

ment’s stand on contentious
issues such as delimitation?
The TVK government has been
categorical in opposing delimi-
tation, NEET and the three-lan-
guage formula, as stated in its
manifesto. There is a strong de-
mand for fresh alternatives, es-
pecially among the youth.

What is your stance on the
Mekedatu dam issue?

It does not matter which party
is in power in Karnataka, we
still oppose the dam. But, as a
national party, we can engage
in dialogue and seek solutions,
but our position on the project
remains unchanged.

prestigious post.

responsibility. The agency
has developed five in-house
Al tools that are now being
used regularly by officials for
project monitoring,
productivity gains and
quicker decision-making.
During review meetings,
some officers reportedly
shared a familiar sentiment:
if errors surfaced later, blame
could easily be shifted to
machine-generated outputs.

SPG crown up for grabs

With incumbent SPG Director Alok Sharma retiring at the end of
June, the government is weighing successors for one of the
country’s most sensitive security assignments. Sources say the
process has narrowed to three senior IPS officers. The natural
frontrunner is S Suresh, a 1995-batch Kerala-cadre officer serving
as Additional Director General in the SPG. But he reportedly prefers
cadre repatriation. Should that request be accepted, attention
shifts to the next in line, Sanjay A Lathkar of the Jharkhand-cadre
and fellow 1995-batch officer Padmakar S Ranipse of Odisha.
Sources say, it is a toss among the three officers to get the

Work speaks, PMO says

A message from the PMO is travelling across ministries: public
communication must focus on government work, not individual
image-building by secretaries. Officials say ministries have been
encouraged to rely more on Press Information Bureau officers and
less on an expanding network of private consultants and public-
relations firms. The aim is to keep messaging institutional,
coordinated and policy-centric. PIB teams are now expected to
handle communication requirements for both ministries and their
departments, reducing dependence on outside advisers.

India’s heritage calling card

As India accelerates efforts to secure Gl tags for 10,000 products
by 2030, geographically rooted goods increasingly crowd the
country’s diplomatic toolkit. The government views them as
symbols of traditional knowledge, sustainable practices and rural
enterprise. At the G7 Summit in France, PM Modi presented leaders
with Rajasthan’s Nagauri Ashwagandha, J&K’s Ramban Honey,
Meghalaya Lakadong Turmeric and a Banarasi silk stole, each
reflecting a different strand of India’s heritage. Similarly, the UAE
presently was recently gifted Meghalaya pineapples. Meanwhile,
India’s Gl portfolio continues expanding. Ladakh secured six new
tags, including Seabuckthorn and Raktsey Karpo Apricot. Assam
added Karbi Anglong handlooms and Bihu Pepa. Jharkhand’s
Bhagaiya Silk and Munda Jewellery, alongside Bihar’s Bawan Buti
weaving and Pidiya Painting, joined the registry.

No hiding behind AI: NHAI

As the National Highways Authority of India increases its use of Al,
chairman Santosh Kumar Yadav is drawing a firm line on

Yadav, however, is learnt to have rejected that reasoning. The
tools, he told officials, are meant to aid the officers. Accountability
always remains with the officer, not the algorithm.
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EXPRESS READ

CBSE announces Class 12
re-evaluation results

The CBSE declared the
revaluation results on Sunday for
students who applied for
verification and re-evaluation of
their Class 12 board exam answer
sheets, with over 87 per cent of
the applications announced in the
first phase. The CBSE declared
the revaluation results on Sunday
for students who applied for
verification and re-evaluation of
their Class 12 board exam answer
sheets, with over 87% of the
applications announced in the
first phase.

‘India-China border
dispute linked to Tibet’

Criticising Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi’s visit to India
for the two-day conclave of BRICS
National Security Advisers, the
Tibetan Youth Congress (TYC) on
Sunday argued that the India-
China border dispute is directly
linked to China’s occupation of
Tibet as it asserted that the
international community should
not overlook the Tibet issue while
engaging with China on
diplomatic and strategic matters.
Wang Yi is visiting New Delhi from
June 22 to 23

CAT starts process to fill vacancies, 82
deputations to be made for three yrs

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR @ New Delhi

THE Principal Bench of the
Central Administrative Tribu-
nal (CAT) has initiated the
process to fill vacant and antici-
pated vacancies across its
benches in various states. The
posts, which are vacant or ex-
pected to become vacant in sev-
eral categories, will initially be
filled on a deputation basis for
a period of three years.

In a circular recently issued
by Preeti Singh, Principal Reg-
istrar, CAT, it has been stated
that the number of vacancies
may increase or decrease dur-
ing the final recruitment proc-
ess. At present, 82 posts are va-
cant across various CAT
benches in the country, includ-
ing five posts of Joint Registrar
and seven posts of Deputy Reg-
istrar, along with vacancies in
several other categories.

According to official infor-
mation, vacancies are current-
ly available and are also likely

MORE OPENINGS

Vacancies are available and
may arise in the Cuttack,
Guwahati, Jammu, Jodhpur,
Mumbai, Kolkata & Srinagar
benches of the tribunal

aThe highest number of 26
vacancies exists for the
posts of Section Officer
and Court Officer

to arise in the Cuttack, Guwa-
hati, Jammu, Jodhpur, Mum-
bai, Kolkata and Srinagar
benches of the tribunal, or in
any other bench where vacan-

cies may exist at the time of fi-
nal selection. For the post of
Joint Registrar, officers pos-
sessing a degree in law and
holding analogous posts under
the central government, state
government or High Court, as
well as judicial officers with a
minimum of eight years of reg-
ular service, are eligible to ap-
ply. Similarly, seven vacancies
for the post of Deputy Regis-
trar are presently available at
the Allahabad, Chennai, Cut-
tack, Ernakulam, Guwahati,
Hyderabad and Kolkata Bench-
es of the Tribunal.

In addition, one vacancy each
exists for the posts of principal
private secretary and deputy
controller of accounts at cer-
tain benches. The highest
number of 26 vacancies exists
for the posts of Section Officer
and Court Officer. These vacan-
cies are spread across various
benches, including New Delhi,
Ahmedabad, Allahabad, Ben-
galuru, Chandigarh, etc.
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PRE-WEDDING BUST

The trend of uploading pre-wedding | '
photoshoots and reels on social media helped

foil a child marriage bid involving a 15-year-old
girlin Maharashtra’s Beed, officials said Sunday.

Yoga can unite India and world: PM

Modi says most people struggle with imbalance in life, should use yoga to bring balance

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Kolkata

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said yoga has
the unique ability to bring peo-
ple together, uniting not only
the nation but also acting as a
catalyzing agent in opening up
the path for world peace.

Addressing the nation on the
occasion of the 12th Interna-
tional Day of Yoga celebrations
at the Red Road in Kolkata,
Modi underscored the need for
a balanced personal lifestyle
that yoga teaches, saying the
ancient Indian practice holds
relevance beyond personal
health and wellness, with the
potential to promote collective
peace across societies—re-
marks that assume significance
against the backdrop of
conflicts and geopolitical ten-
sions across the world.

“Yoga unites everyone and
the whole country, and the
whole world, looks connected
—that is the true power of

Nihang Sikhs
occupy roof
of gurdwara

NARENDRA SETHI @ Dehradun

A standoff at a gurdwara in Na-
garsu, Rudraprayag entered its
second day Sunday, with Ni-
hang Sikhs occupying the
rooftop for over 24 hours. The
incident has raised concerns
along the Badrinath highway.

Trouble began Thursday at
3:40 pm when police received
an emergency call about a dis-
pute between gurdwara seva-
dars and visiting Nihang Sikhs.
Gholtir outpost police reached
immediately. “Both sides were
counselled and the situation as-
sessed,” Rudraprayag SP Niha-
rika Tomar said. During talks,
some Nihangs moved to the
roof and blocked access.

Officials said dialogue con-
tinued through Sunday. “We
are in constant contact with the
Nihang Sikhs to understand
and resolve their issues. One
has come down and is speaking
with us,” Tomar added. Author-
ities denied social media claims
of a “hostage situation” or
gurdwara “seizure”. “No one is
held captive. The gurdwara re-
mains open. Langar, ardas and
religious activities are continu-
ing normally,” Tomar stated.

DM Vishal Mishra assured
that Hemkund Sahib and Char
Dham yatras are “completely
safe and uninterrupted.”

.=

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the Yoga Day in Kolkata on Sunday

yoga,” he said. Referring to Ma-
harshi Aurobindo, who had ob-
served that “Our entire life is
yoga.. When yoga becomes part
of our nature, it becomes the
foundation of human unity,”
the PM emphasised that yoga is
far more than a form of physi-
cal exercise and is relevant to
people of all ages.

“In India, we know and have
seen that yoga is a light in
human life, a union with
consciousness and en-
ergy. That is why this
year’s theme for Inter-
national Yoga Day has -
been chosen as Yoga for
Healthy Ageing. Even as
age advances, we can remain
healthy, energetic, and active—
yoga shows us the way for this,”
he said. Invoking the teachings
of Lord Krishna from the
Bhagavad Gita, he highlighted
the importance of balance in
life through yoga.

“Balance is the foundation of
yoga. Balance is also the foun-
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dation of ourlives. Yet, in mod-
ern times, most people struggle
with imbalance in life. Yoga
teaches us the art of livingina
balanced way. Yoga shows us
the dos and don’ts. And when
we learn to guide our body
properly, health becomes our
natural state,” he said.
The PM said the values that
yoga teaches—fostering bal-
ance, self-awareness and in-
ner stability—can help
societies navigate divi-
sions and discord. The
statements, coming at
a time when many re-
gions continue to grap-
ple with conflicts, under-
score India’s longstanding
emphasis on dialogue, coexist-
ence and peaceful resolution of
disputes. “Let us pledge not to
restrict yoga to only one
particular day or to an event;
rather, make it a part of
our lives and that of our fami-
lies and our future genera-
tions,” he added.

27 patients with normal
heart function implanted
with pacemakers in J&K

FAYAZ WANI @ Srinagar

A cardiologist in a government
hospital in South Kashmir has
been found involved in serious
irregularities in cardiac proce-
dures, with a clinical audit re-
vealing that 27 of 55 patients
who received pacemakers had
normal heart function and
showed no medical indication
for Left Bundle Branch Area
Pacing (LBBAP).

According to charges framed
by the Health and Medical Edu-
cation (HME) Department, car-
diologist Dr Syed Magbool Ah-
mad Shah posted at Government
Medical College Anantnag fal-
sified medical records and
claimed reimbursement for
procedures that differed from
those actually performed on pa-
tients. Dr Magbool, as per the
HME Deptt, booked and claimed
103 cases on the Transaction
Management System (TMS) un-
der the “Dual Chamber Pace-
maker Implantation”. However,
a comparison of online records
with entries in the Cath Lab
Procedure Register allegedly
revealed that many of these
procedures were actually LB-
BAP with a design to syphon
public welfare funds from the
PMJAY/SEHAT scheme under
a false clinical pretext.

The cardiologist was accused

NORM VIOLATED

nA cardiologist falsified
medical records and claimed
reimbursement for
procedures that differed
from those actually
performed on patients

The cardiologist was
accused of violating the
absolute ‘cashless and
free’ mandate of the
PMJAY/SEHAT scheme

of violating the absolute “cash-
less and free” mandate of the
PMJAY/SEHAT scheme and
forcing patients to pay out-of-
pocket expenses for procedures.
The doctor was accused of per-
forming highly advanced and
invasive LBBAP procedures on
patients without any clinical
justification.

According to the health and
medical education department,
since LBBAP cases showed an
alarming spike in GMC Anant-
nag, the State Health Agency
(SHA) referred the data to the
HoD of Cardiology at SKIMS,
Soura, for an expert review.

The government has ordered
an inquiry into the alleged
pacemaker scam and suspend-
ed Dr Syed Magbool with im-
mediate effect.

CJI says yoga
' provides escape
from daily chaos

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
@ New Delhi

CHIEF Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant on Sunday empha-
sised the importance of yoga at
the workplace, saying
it helps in dealing with high
volumes of work, tight dead-
lines, and the constant pressure
that comes with it.
Participating in the Interna-
tional Yoga Day event on the
court premises, he said, “Be-
yond the official designation of
this day, what we are truly cel-
ebrating is an intrinsic piece of
Indian heritage. For centuries,
our civilizational wisdom has
emphasised that true wellness
is never just about physical fit-
ness. It is about a harmonious
alignment between the mind,
the body, and the spirit. Yoga is
the practical vehicle for that
philosophy, offering a timeless
framework to find stillness in
an otherwise chaotic world,”
The CJI said yoga offers a
timeless framework for finding
stillness in an otherwise cha-
otic world. He said the occa-
sion was a wonderful opportu-
nity to come together and
practice, but the real goal is to
look beyond a single morning.

INLEOPARD ATTACK N
RAJASTHAN'S ALWAR

INDIA
Ahmedabad
Bhopal
Jaipur
Amritsar
Chennai
Kolkata
Srinagar

Jkhand Cong in damage
control mode, tells allies
to show unity after RS loss

MUKESH RANJAN @ Ranchi

DAYS after a blame game broke
out within Jharkhand’s ruling
alliance over the Rajya Sabha
election outcome, the Congress
appeared to switch to a damage-
control mode, stressing coali-
tion unity and calling upon its
allies to exercise restraint.

At a press conference in
Ranchi on Saturday, attended
by three ministers and 12
MLAs, the party sought to put
the controversy behind. The
leaders attempted to soften the
sharp exchanges that followed
the defeat of Congress-backed
Rajya Sabha candidate Pranav
Jha. Senior Congress leaders,
who had earlier targeted alli-
ance partners, underscored the
importance of maintaining
‘Mahagathbandhan’ unity
and preventing BJP from get-
ting an opportunity to capital-
ise on internal rifts. “Congress
is ready to drink poison, but
the alliance will not break,”
said Finance Minister Rad-
hakrishna Kishore.

Jharkhand Congress presi-
dent Keshav Mahto Kamlesh
said the allegations levelled by
BJP and RJD against the par-
ty’s state in-charge K Raju and
its MLAs regarding the Rajya
Sabha election results are base-
less. “Party’s top leadership is
in dialogue with alliance part-
ners, and the situation is being
analysed. We expect our allies

to refrain from engaging in ac-
cusations and counter-accusa-
tions,” said Kamlesh.

The party highlighted the ef-
forts made by CM Hemant
Soren in formulating the alli-
ance’s poll strategy and ex-
pressed confidence that he
would conduct a review of the
developments. Party leaders
said the priority should be to
identify factors behind the de-
feat rather indulge in a blame
game that could undermine the
alliance’s unity. Leader of the
Congress Legislature Party
Pradeep Yadav said the Grand
Alliance government will con-
tinue to function. “Congress
will not withdraw from the gov-
ernment. BJP’s plans will not
succeed here,” said Yadav.

Congress leaders criticised
BJP, saying one Rajya Sabha
victory should not be inter-
preted as a larger political shift
in Jharkhand.

Will replicate Bengal type of
election Win in Punjab: Nabin

HARPREET BAJWA @ Chandigarh

BJP national president Nitin
Nabin on Sunday expressed
confidence that his party will
form the next government in
Punjab and replicate its elec-
toral success in other states,
including West Bengal.

During his three-day visit to
the state, Nabin is all set to
meet decorated agriculture
economist SS Johl at his resi-
dence in Ludhiana on Monday.

His visit is being viewed as
part of the BJP’s broader strat-
egy to expand its political foot-
print in Punjab. Speaking to
media at Jalandhar, Nabin said,
“Just as the BJP achieved vic-
tory in Bengal, we will fight
hard in Punjab and make the
lotus bloom here too.”

On Saturday, the BJP leader
led a massive road show in Ja-
landhar, accompanied by sen-
ior party leader and Rajya Sab-
ha MP Tarun Chugh.

Addressing a gathering after
participating in the Interna-
tional Yoga Day celebrations at
Lovely Professional University
(LPU), Phagwara, Nabin said,
“The BJP will not allow Punjab
to be hollowed out. The poison
of drugs must be eliminated at
all costs,” he said.

In Ludhiana, while briefly in-
teracting with the media, Nab-
in said that people across the

C’garh cops support education of slum students

EJAZ KAISER @ Raipur

SHIFTING from traditional law
enforcement to proactive com-
munity building, the initiative
“Pahal” by the Rajnandgaon
Police in Chhattisgarh is gain-
ing recognition for its aim at
long-term social transforma-
tion, education and youth
empowerment.

Spearheaded by the Rajnand-
gaon district police chief Ank-
ita Sharma, IPS, the compre-
hensive programme engages
overwhelming community
backing, including Kotwars
(village watchmen), villagers,
ambitious students, Yatayat
Mitras (traffic volunteers)
and Good Samaritans.

At the heart of “Pahal” is a
profound understanding of the
struggles faced by students liv-
ing in slum settlements, Atal
Awas colonies, and economi-
cally disadvantaged neighbour-
hoods. For many of these bright
minds, preparing for gruelling
competitive exams like NEET,
JEE, PSC, Vyapam, or police re-

Barracks for forces turned into spaces for study

The Rajnandgaon Police in Chhattisgarh has repurposed local
barracks—originally used by the security forces’ District Reserve Force
(DRF) before Chhattisgarh became Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) free—
into state-of-the-art “Pahal Reading Rooms”. These spaces now serve
as quiet, dignified, and safe sanctuaries for focused study.

cruitment is an uphill battle
fought in overcrowded, one-
room homes. Often, their aca-
demic dreams are stifled by
harsh realities like domestic
conflict and substance abuse.
In a poetic twist of utility, the
Rajnandgaon Police repur-
posed local barracks—original-
ly used by the security forces’
District Reserve Force (DRF)

before Chhattisgarh became
Left-Wing Extremism (LWE)
free—into state-of-the-art “Pa-
hal Reading Rooms”. These
spaces now serve as quiet, dig-
nified, and safe sanctuaries for
focused study.

“The response demonstrates
that even in areas facing social
and crime-related challenges,
young people possess remark-

able aspirations and a desire to
build a better future,” said An-
kita Sharma, the district SP. By
offering alternative icons of
success rooted in education
and public service, the police
aim to nurture these young
minds into future leaders.

The move also bridges envi-
ronmental sustainability with
public safety through the
“Crime-Free Village” cam-
paign. To celebrate community
vigilance and social harmony,
living trees are being planted at
the Police Lines and various
police stations in honour of 164
villages that successfully main-
tained a completely crime-free
record through 2024, 2025, and
2026. Among the everyday he-
roes, cited as guardians of the
‘Golden Hour’, is the critical
network—petrol pump opera-
tors, e-rickshaw drivers, dhaba
owners, mechanics, and street
vendors—who are invariably
the first witnesses to highway
accidents. The platform for-
mally recognised 111 Good Sa-
maritans the district SP said.
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state were showing enthusiasm
for the BJP and extending
strong support to the party. He
said the party was committed
to contributing to Punjab’s de-
velopment and strengthening
its presence across the region.
Union Minister of State for
Railways, Ravneet Singh Bittu,
claimed that the people had
made up their minds to bring
the BJP to power in the state.
Also, BJP Punjab president
Kewal Singh Dhillon said,
“With the support and love of
the people, we will form the
government in the state.”
Meanwhile, sources said that
Nabin will meet agriculture
economist Padma Bhushan SS
Johl at his Gurdev Nagar resi-

Nitin Nabin, BJP national president
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We will be fighting very hard in Punjab to make sure that the lotus
blooms here, just as we did in Bengal... The BJP won’t allow Punjab to
be hollowed out. The poison of drugs must be eliminated at all costs

dence in Ludhiana on Monday
and discuss with him the way
forward for agricultural and
economic revival in the state.

Thus, the visit will mark an
important chapter in the BJP’s
engagement with the raging
agrarian crisis in Punjab.

Johl, a former National Pro-
fessor of Agricultural Econom-
ics of the Indian Council of Ag-
ricultural Research and former
VC of Punjabi University Pa-
tiala and Punjab Agricultural
University Ludhiana, who has
also chaired the Commission
for Agricultural Costs and Pric-
es, has been arguing strongly
that the government should
procure crops other than wheat
and paddy at MSP.
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BJP rewrites playbook
with per-seat panels

BJP is rewriting its Uttarakhand poll
playbook. For the first time, the
party has formed separate core
committees for every assembly
seat—not just a state unit. These
local panels will be the real
gatekeepers. Each committee
includes the area MP, state office-
bearers, district chiefs, ex-presidents,
mayors, council heads and mandal
leaders. Their job: track sitting MLAS’
performance, gauge public mood,
and test the strength of ticket
aspirants. State chief Mahendra
Bhatt says the message is blunt—
deliver poll promises or lose the
ticket. Moreover, the unpopular
incumbents are set to be dropped
for stronger contenders.
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Creative reuse of defunct
bridges as cafeterias

State Tourism Minister Satpal
Maharaj met Home Minister Amit
Shah in Delhi recently and gifted him
a book, ‘Ambles Across Godland’,
published by Uttarakhand Tourism.
The book highlights the state’s
creative reuse of defunct bridges as
cafeterias. Shah appreciated the
innovation. Maharaj also raised
concerns over slow progress on the
Banbasa Integrated Check Post
(ICP) at the India-Nepal border. He
flagged delays in building the
approach national highway linking
the ICP. In a letter to Shah, he noted
only a 10-tonne bridge currently
connects the construction site,
hampering movement of heavy
machinery and materials.

Doon airport to get

new ATC building

Dehradun’s Jolly Grant Airport is set
for a control tower makeover. A new,
modern ATC building will replace the
existing one on the campus, fitted
with state-of-the-art equipment to
sharpen flight handling. The upgrade
will boost efficiency, letting
controllers manage more aircraft
simultaneously. With advanced
automation and surveillance
systems, both airspace and runway
capacity will expand. Currently,
22-24 flights operate daily, plus
private jets and helicopters. Most
surrounding airspace remains under
Air Force control. Born as a small
airstrip built by the Birlas in the
1970s, the airport evolved into a full
facility by 2006-07.

School headmaster develops 22-string
modified guitar for classical music need

PRASANTA MAZUMDAR @ Guwahati

THE warm and mellow reso-
nance produced by gourd-based
instruments is integral to In-
dian classical music, said
well-known Tripura instru-
mentalist Pankaj Kumar Das.
After a 25-year effort, he devel-
oped a modified guitar, Padma
Veena, with gourd resonance,
the first such guitar variant
in the world.

“Unlike the guitar that we
borrowed from the Western
world, veena, ektara, tanpura,
etc., are not made of plywood.
They derive their tonal quality
from gourd resonators,” Das,
an MSc in physics and assist-
ant headmaster of a govern-
ment higher secondary school,
told this newspaper.

He designed his acoustic
slide guitar, the Padma Veena,
specifically for Indian classical
music, featuring 22 strings,
compared to six found in a gui-

Unlike the guitar, veena, ektara,
tanpura, etc., are not made of
plywood. They derive their tonal
quality from gourd resonators

Pankaj Kumar Das, instrumentalist

tar. He lamented that Padma
Veena had not yet received the
recognition it deserved.

In addition to wood, Das used
a gourd in creating Padma Vee-
na to have the gourd resonance.
According to him, gourd reso-

nance is much richer than ply-
wood resonance. He improved
the guitar’s acoustics to inte-
grate features of traditional In-
dian instruments such as vee-
na, sitar, and sarod, with a focus
on enhancing the sonometer
component of the guitar to un-
lock its potential for playing
Indian classical music. He add-
ed a gourd to the main body and
made some changes in the lap
steel acoustic guitar to blend
traditional and modern musi-
cal elements. The gourd is dried
up and processed rigorously be-
fore it is used in place of the
plywood sonometer.

“Using a gourd is cost-effec-
tive when compared with a ply-
wood sonometer,” said Das,
adding, “In classical music,
many believe that the sarangi
can go closest to the human
singing voice. When I started
playing the guitar in the early
1980s, I wondered why not the
guitar too?”
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NIX men

convicted of killing security personnel were
executed, ending a nine-year moratorium

US-iran talks begin as Lebanon crisis clouds truce

Trump warns Tehran over Hezbollah even as negotiators seek lasting deal; Iran says ‘be careful’, forces ready to respond

Israelis see Iran
as winner after
war, US deal: Poll

A survey showed sharp decline in
confidence in PM Benjamin Netanyahu
and broad opposition to the US-Iran
agreement

%ﬁ

said Iran emerged stronger or
gained more from the conflict

82.9% B

felt Israel’s long-term security
had been weakened

93,100 |l

of right-wing bloc voters also
believed Iran had gained more

63.2%

opposed the US-Iran deal, while
only 12.1% supported it

said they did not believe
Netanyahu’s claims about the
campaign’s achievements

BURGENSTOCK

THE United States and Iran on
Sunday held talks in Switzer-
land after signing a preliminary
agreement to end their war,
even as the conflict in Lebanon
was threatening to derail the
deal. The negotiations to end a
war that sowed chaos across
West Asia and rattled the global
economy are meant to trigger a
60-day period to settle broader
issues that have dogged US-Ira-
nian relations for decades, from
Iran’s nuclear programme to
crippling sanctions.

But tensions remained high,
with US President Donald
Trump threatening to strike
Iran if it did not stop Hezbollah
from “causing trouble”. This
prompted Iran’s chief negotia-
tor Mohammad Bagher Ghali-
baf to warn Washington to “be

Israeli strikes in Lebanon kill
seven, says health ministry &

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s health ministry said
late on Saturday that fresh Israeli
strikes in the south and east of the
country had killed seven people. Five
people, including a woman and child, ?
were killed in the east of the country *
and two Palestinians were killed in the =

Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif greets US Vice President JD

Vance prior to a quadrilateral meeting
between at the Burgenstock luxury
hotel complex overlooking Lake Lucerne,
Switzerland | arp

careful”. Ghalibaf said Iran’s
armed forces were ready to re-
spond “in a different manner”.

Talks on permanent accord

American and Iranian repre-
sentatives gathered alongside
delegations from mediators Pa-

southern Tyr region, said the ministry. &

These latest strikes came before a
pause noted by an AFP correspondent,
when the Israeli army said it had -
received orders from the country’s

rated his handling of the war as
“failed” or “poor”

_——

s " : '-. -u.'f .
5 -t"':ir. i

SUPPORT FOR NETANYAHU AS
PRIME MINISTER FELL FROM

4.0.5%0 wmaren
10 29.49/0 i 1une

48,200

backed renewed major military
action against Hezbollah in
Lebanon even at the risk of
friction with Washington

opposed a fresh offensive
against Hezbollah ~

Poll conducted among
3,644 respondents between
June 17 and 20 by the
Hebrew University

of Jerusalem
and the Agam
Institute

political leadership to halt fighting in

kistan and Qatar at the luxury
Swiss resort of Burgenstock
perched high above Lake Lu-
cerne, with Doha confirming in
the afternoon that the four-way
talks had begun. “It is not
possible to enter the ne-
gotiation phase for a

final agreement,”

foreign ministry
spokesman Esmaeil

Bagaei wrote on X,

unless there was an

end to the war in Lebanon.

Trump warns over Hezbollah

Donald Trump on Sunday
threatened to strike Iran if it did
not stop Hezbollah from “caus-
ing trouble”, as peace talks be-
tween senior US and Iranian of-
ficials began in Switzerland. An
MoU signed earlier this month
extended the truce in the war
sparked by US-Israeli strikes on

-I*
- W T

A bulldoze-r -removes the rubble from the main market place destroyed

southern Lebanon. by the Israeli military in the southern city of Nabatieh | arp

Iran puts Lebanon conflict atop US talks agenda

TEHRAN

IRAN said on Sunday that the
ongoing conflict in Lebanon be-
tween Israel and militant group
Hezbollah will top the agenda in
talks with the United States in
Switzerland, as well as is-

= _ suessuch as frozen Irani-
an funds and the sale of
the country’s oil. “The
Zionist regime continues
to violate its commit-
ment in Leba-
non, this issue
will be the main
topic of discus-

sion in today’s talks,” foreign
ministry spokesman Esmaeil
Bagaei said in a video shared by
IRNA state news agency.
Tehran said on Thursday it
had signed a deal with Wash-
ington to end months of hostili-
ties that began on February 28
following US-Israeli attacks on
Iran. Under the agreement, the
Israel-Hezbollah conflict in
Lebanon was also due to stop.
Iran’s military announced on
Saturday that it has closed the
Strait of Hormuz again over
ongoing Israeli attacks in Leba-
non. But there were no reports

Russia-occupied Crimea halts civilian
oasoline sales after Ukrainian attacks

KYIV

OFFICIALS in Russia-occupied
Crimea suspended civilian
gasoline sales Sunday as
Ukraine ramped up attacks on
fuel supplies on the Black Sea
peninsula. Gov Sergey AKksy-
onov, the Kremlin-appointed
head o Crimea, said that over-
night Ukrainian strikes Kkilled
four people and wounded 28
others. He did not specify the
target of the attack.

He later wrote on social me-
dia thatlocal gas stations would
halt all sales to non-state com-
panies and individuals for an
undefined period.

“Fuel will be sold only to gov-

PRIMARY CARE
SHIFTS TO
PREVENTION

Community health centres
are moving beyond
treating illness to
detecting risks early and
preventing disease before
symptoms emerge. A
nationwide free screening
programme launched in
2025 has checked
millions, revealing
widespread but often
undiagnosed conditions
such as hypertension,
diabetes and obesity.
Officials are integrating
Services across age groups
and strengthening
frontline facilities and
health volunteers.
However, workforce gaps
and disparities in access,
particularly in remote
areas, continue to hinder
reforms.

A soldier practices military skills at a
training ground in Zaporizhzhia | ap

ernment agencies that ensure
the functioning and security of
the Republic of Crimea,” AKsy-
onov said. “I ask everyone to re-
main calm and to only trust of-
ficial sources of information.”

ASIA MATTERS

MALAYSIA

ANTI-BULLYING LAW

GETS PUBLIC BACKING

Nearly 39,000 workers lost their

jobs in the first five months of 2026,

with those aged 25 to 39 hardest
hit. Layoffs were concentrated in
manufacturing, retail and
administrative support sectors.
Authorities are expanding

employment and skills programmes,
while maintaining the labour market

remains broadly resilient.

Ukrainian forces have repeat-
edly targeted fuel supplies to
Crimea in recent weeks, trigger-
ing the worst energy crisis in
the region since it was illegally
annexed by Russia in 2014.
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said in a state-
ment Sunday that a Crimean
oil depot, as well as an oil trans-
port facility in Russia’s south-
ern Krasnodar region were
among the targets. He described
the attacks as part of Ukraine’s
“long-range sanctions” against
Russia’s energy infrastructure.
“Russia understands only
strength, and our long-range
strength is certainly working
for peace,” he wrote. AP

TWO KILLED
IN TUNNEL
COLLAPSE

Two workers were killed
and seven injured after
scaffolding collapsed
inside the 3.4-km Doi
Luang railway tunnel
during construction
work. Authorities said
falling rocks from the
tunnel wall may have
triggered the accident
while workers were
installing a
waterproofing system.
Three people suffered
serious injuries and four
sustained minor wounds.
The site has been sealed
off and a detailed
investigation is under
way. The tunnel is part of
the Den Chai-Chiang Rai-
Chiang Khong railway
project being built by the
CKST-DC3 joint venture.

of fresh strikes in Lebanon af-
ter Saturday evening and
Baqgaei said that since Saturday
“a fragile cessation (in Leba-
non) has been established”.
Bagaei said Iran and the US
would meet with mediators Pa-
kistan and Qatar at Burgen-
stock on Sunday.“This meeting
will be in the form of separate
meetings with the mediators in
the morning and a quadrilat-
eral meeting in the afternoon,
meaning that the delegations
of all four countries will be
present in the same room,” he
said from Switzerland. @ AFP

Trump blames
vandals as
Reflecting Pool
revamp falters

WASHINGTON

DONALD Trump said on Satur-
day “terrible vandals” had sab-
otaged his renovation project
of the Reflecting Pool in Wash-
ington, which will have to be
revamped again, as it was
blighted with algae and peeling
paint. Trump has championed
a makeover for the 610-meter-
long pool, bringing in contrac-
tors to drain it and paint it
“American flag blue.”

But not long after the job was
complete, the paint began to
visibly peel, and the gleaming
waters promptly refilled with
green pond scum.

As workers scrambled to
pump out murky water and
dumped hydrogen peroxide
into the pool, Trump took no
responsibility for what many
observers chalked up to shod-
dy workmanship. “We met
with contractors today, will
probably be forced to release
and drain much of the water
in order to do the necessary re-
pairs, but will have them done
as quickly as possible,” Trump
wrote on Truth Social. It’s un-
clear how much that may add
to the $14 million cost reported
by US media thus far. AP

Algae in the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting
Pool as cleanup efforts continue where
newly applied blue paint has peeled off,
in Washington, DC | arp

Iran and included a ceasefire be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah.

No nuclear talks

Iranian state media said no dis-
cussions on Tehran’s nuclear
programme took place dur-
ing the 80-minute first
round of talks, which
instead focused on im-
plementing the memo-
randum of under-
standing between
Tehran and Washington and
the situation in Lebanon. The
broadcaster said it was unclear
whether the negotiations would
continue or be suspended.

Vance seeks Iran reset

US Vice President JD Vance
said he hopes Washington and
Tehran can reset their relation-
ship, at the start of what he
called “historic” talks. AFP

Regional powers urge
progress in US-Iran talks

CAIRO: Envoys from Pakistan,
Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Egypt on
Sunday urged swift progress in
US-Iran talks in Switzerland, the
first since the two sides signed a
preliminary accord to end their
war. In a joint statement after
meeting in Cairo, the ministers
called for a “lasting, verifiable
and mutually acceptable” deal
addressing outstanding issues,
while taking into account regional
concerns, especially Gulf security.
The talks are expected to open a
60-day process to address
disputes over Iran’s nuclear
programme and sanctions.

11 killed in fresh Gaza
strikes despite ceasefire

GAZA CITY: Israeli strikes killed
at least 11 people in Gaza on
Saturday, including four members
of the same family, despite a
ceasefire marred by near-daily
accusations of violations. Gaza
health officials said three others,
including an Al Jazeera
cameraman, were killed in a strike
on the Bureij refugee camp. Israel
described the journalist as a
“Hamas terrorist”. More than
1,000 Palestinians have been
killed since the ceasefire took
effect last October, according to
Gaza authorities and the United
Nations.
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Starmer

LONDON

UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer is facing a career-de-
fining decision: step down or
fight a possible challenge
from Labour Party rival Andy
Burnham. Starmer has pub-
licly vowed to stay in office,
but pressure is building as
more and more Labour Party
colleagues conclude that his
time is up. Expectation is
growing that he will announce
a timetable for his resignation
as soon as Monday. That’s the
day Burnham will be sworn
in as alawmaker in the House
of Commons after winning a
special election last week.

Business Secretary Peter
Kyle said Sunday that Starm-
er is “making time to reflect
on the political realities, chal-
lenges and opportunities that
he finds himself in.”

“I know he is a prime minis-
ter who always puts his coun-
try first,” Kyle told the BBC,
though he said that reports

EXPRESS READ
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Andy Burnham, Britain’s Labour candidate for Makerfield, gestures in front
of supporters during the by-election in Makerfield, England, where voters
are choosing a new lawmaker with Andy Burnham of the Labour Party as the

under

siege as Burnham
gains momentum

that Starmer will resign are
“speculation.” Starmer is
spending the weekend at Cheg-
uers, the country mansion used
by prime ministers, with his
family. He gave no public hint
about his decision, but sent a
Father’s Day message on social
media. “Being a dad is my
greatest joy. Today, I'm think-
ing about my dad, and the fa-
ther I am to my children be-
cause of him,” he wrote on X.

Donald Trump weighed in
even before an announcement,
linking Starmer’s potential
exit to two of his recurring
bugbears: immigration and re-
newable energy. “Keir Starmer
will resign as Prime Minister
of The United Kingdom. He
failed badly on two very im-
portant subjects- immigration
and energy (open North Sea
oil!). I wish him well! Presi-
dent DJT,” Trump posted on
his Truth Social network.

It was unclear if Trump
was reacting to reports about
Starmer’s plans. AP

UK’s King Charles to reveal personal tax: Reports

LONDON: King Charles Il will become the first British monarch to
disclose his personal tax bill, Buckingham Palace said, in a move
aimed at improving transparency amid growing scrutiny of royal
finances. His tax details will be released on Thursday alongside
annual royal accounts. Monarchs are exempt from certain taxes
but have voluntarily paid income and capital gains taxes since
1993. The move comes as the royal family seeks to modernise and

Thousands of revelers gather at the ancient stone circle of Stonehenge near Salisbury, England, to welcome the summer
solstice, celebrating the year's longest day with music, dancing and quiet reflection as the sun rises | ap

Leftist heir, conservative outsider face
off in Colombian presidential runoft

BOGOTA

DEEPLY divided voters in Co-
lombia are choosing the coun-
try’s next president in a runoff
Sunday that pits a progressive
against a conservative outsider,
with both candidates tapping
into fears of arenewed internal
conflict in the country.

Their choice is between busi-
nessman and lawyer Abelardo
de la Espriella and Ivan Cepe-
da, a lawmaker and heir to the
political movement of outgoing
President Gustavo Petro, the
nation’s first leftist leader. The
two defeated nine other con-
tenders in a May 31 vote.

Both are pitching strategies
that they say will prevent the
South American country from
experiencing the nonstop mer-
ciless violence, such as car

lvan Cepeda (C), the ruling Pacto Historico candidate, arrives with Senator Maria
Jose Pizarro to vote in Colombia’s presidential runoff in Bogota | arp

bombs, kidnappings, disap-
pearances and forced displace-
ments that Colombians lived
with in previous decades.

De la Espriella is proposing a
heavy-handed approach that
has earned him the endorse-

ment of Donald Trump. Cepeda
is promising to continue Pet-
ro’s efforts, including attempts
at establishing dialogue with
multiple illegal armed groups
even though those efforts have
largely failed. AP
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Major capital gains tax relief for homebuyers

ITAT clarifies if possession is delayed due to dispute or delay on builder’s part, tax exemption can’t be denied

PUSHPITA DEY @ New Delhi

A recent ruling by the Mumbai
bench of the Income Tax Ap-
pellate Tribunal has come as a
major relief for taxpayers who
invest their capital gains in a
house but face delays in get-
ting possession.

The tribunal held that a tax-
payer can’t be denied tax ex-
emption under Section 54F of
the I-T Act because possession
of the residential property was
delayed due to reasons beyond
their control, provided the in-
vestment was made within the
prescribed timelines. The rul-
ing is relevant for homebuyers
who have sold assets like
shares and invested the pro-
ceeds in a residential property
to save capital gains tax.

What Section 54F provide?

Under Section 54F, taxpayers
who earn long-term capital

gains from selling assets other
than a residential house can
claim tax exemption by invest-
ing sale proceeds in a residen-
tial property. The investment
must be made within two years
for purchasing a ready home
or within three years for con-
structing one.

The ITAT has clarified if
possession is delayed due to a
dispute or delay on builder’s
part, the exemption should not
be denied because the taxpayer
didn’t physically occupy the
property within stipulated
period.

“If a taxpayer has made a
bona fide investment, acquired
identifiable rights in the prop-
erty and the delay in posses-
sion is beyond the taxpayer’s
control, exemption should not
be denied merely on a techni-
cal possession test,” said Riaz
Thingna, Partner-Tax, Grant
Thornton Bharat.

WHY PEOPLE LOSE
MONEY IN EQUITIES?

_FINANCIAL ADVICE

PV SUBRAMANYAM
writes at
www.subrarmoney.com and has
authored the best seller ‘Retire
Rich - Invest T40 a day’

EOPLE lose money in
equities primarily due
to behavioural mis-
takes, lack of knowl-
edge, and treating the
market like a casino
(especially F&O), not
because the market itself is
rigged.

While the Indian market
(Nifty/Sensex) has delivered
strong long-term returns of
around 12-15% CAGR over dec-
ades for disciplined investors,
most retail participants lose
money. This is particularly true
in short-term trading and de-
rivatives. SEBI Data on Losses

show a harsh reality in equity
derivatives (F & O):

In FY25, 91% of individual
(retail) traders lost money. Ag-
gregate net losses reached %1.06
lakh crore in a single year (up
41% YoY). Inthe FY22-FY24 pe-
riod, 93% of individual F&O
traders lost money, with total
losses exceeding %1.8 lakh crore
over three years.

Options trading is especially
brutal for retail (most losses
happen here). Futures are
slightly better but still loss-
making for most individuals.
Cash market (actual buying of
shares) sees fewer catastrophic
wipeouts, but many still under-
perform or lose due to poor
decisions.

Why Are These Problems
Amplified?

Retail boom post-2020: Millions
of new investors entered via
zero-brokerage apps.

#® Social media influence: Tel-
egram channels, influencers,
and “guaranteed tips” create
massive herd behaviour.

@ F&O structure: Extremely
retail-friendly but tilted against
them (high leverage + time de-
cay in options).

Top Reasons Why People Lose Money

REASON WHY IT HAPPENS IMPACT
Treating market like Easy apps, leverage, weekly Highest losses (90%+ in
gambling expiries, social media hype derivatives)

Lack of knowledge & Buyir_lg wi_thopt . Wrong stock selection
research understanding biz, financials

Emotional decisions

Panic selling in corrections,

Buy high, sell low

Following tips & herd
mentality

High transaction costs

Poor risk management

WhatsApp/Telegram groups,
YouTube, TV experts, friends

Highest STT in the world

No stop-loss, over-
leveraging, risking too much

Pump-and-dump traps

Frequent trading eats profits

One bad trade can wipe out
account

Short-term mindset

Expecting quick multi-
baggers

Compounding destroyed by
costs & taxes

Lack of diversification

Putting all money in 2-3

One bad stock = big loss

stocks or sectors
Chasing hype “Next multi-bagger” stories Most such stocks crash
No plan, discipline Trading on gut feeling Inconsistent decisions

= F Iy ) [ L ru:r
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What documents should
homebuyers preserve?

Tax experts caution that while
the ruling favours genuine tax-
payers, they should maintain a
robust paper trail to establish
that the delay was attributable
to the developer. Documents
that should be retained
include:

@ Allotment letter and builder-
buyer agreement.

@ Proof of payments such as
bank statements, cheques and

receipts.
® Construction-linked demand
letters and invoices.
# Registered sale deed, wher-
ever applicable.
#® Email, SMS or other commu-
nication with the builder re-
garding delayed possession.
@ Photographs showing con-
struction progress.
® Project status reports, RERA
registration details, complaints
filed with RERA, legal notices
or regulatory orders, if any.
“The communication trail
with the builder, including
emails and messages, can help
establish that the delay was be-
yond the buyer’s control,” said
Nitin Mohan Kashyap, direc-
tor, Coopers Tax Consulting.

Capital gains account
scheme

The tribunal clarified another
important issue involving capi-
tal gains account scheme

(CGAS). If taxpayers park their
capital gains in a CGAS ac-
count while awaiting invest-
ment, the amount can’t be taxed
in the year the capital gains
arise because it remains unuti-
lised. Under Section 54F(4), any
tax consequence would arise
only after the expiry of the pre-
scribed 3-year period if the
funds remain unutilised.

As per Dipesh Jain, Partner,
Tax Practice, Economic Laws
Practice (ELP), the ITAT has
treated the CGAS as a proce-
dural safeguard rather than a
rigid condition where the tax-
payer has already invested the
capital gains in a residential
property within the statutory
timelines.

However, experts warn that
taxpayers who neither invest
the money within the stipulat-
ed period nor deposit it in a
CGAS account risk losing the
exemption.

increase in India’s smartphone
exports to the United States
in April 2026, led by American
smartphone giant Apple

7%

IN CONVERSATION

GIRISH TANTI
Executive Vice Chairman, Suzlon Group

‘India has potential to
become wind turbine
manufacturing hub’

T the Global Wind Day Conference in Goa recently, Suzlon
announced the launch of its first 5 MW wind turbine fol-

BIG-BANG IPOs: ANALYSE
BEFORE INVESTING

VER the past few
days, three IPO fil-
ings by the National

Stock Exchange, Jio

Platforms, and Zep-
to with the Securi-
ties and Exchange
Board of India have sparked

curiosity. Jio Platforms is
likely to be the biggest in val-
ue, followed by NSE and Zep-

to. Their offer documents pro-
vide a wealth of information
about their business, the in-
dustry they operate in, their

finances, and the risk factors

associated with investing. For
those interested, this is an op-

portune time to gain insights

into businesses you or your

friends have used.
The NSE IPO is only an of-

fer for sale by existing inves-
tors. That means no money
goes to the company. Since it

1s a steady, profit-making,

cash-flow-generating compa-
ny, it does not need IPO pro-

ceeds for future expansion.

Jio Platforms and Zepto are

capital-hungry businesses.
Telecom and quick-service
delivery models require sig-
nificant capital to get new
customers and expand cover-

age. Jio Platforms is issuing

new shares to IPO investors,
and since Reliance Industries
is the main promoter, it is not

selling any shares it already

owns. The nature of the offer

indicates that the company

seeks to maintain adequate
balance sheet strength to sup-
port future growth.

The story of Zepto is all
about the future. The restated
losses reported for 2025-26 in

the IPO document are signifi-

cant. However, the company

has already raised substan-
tial capital to fund growth.

The IPO is a way for existing

investors to secure a par-
tial exit while issuing
new shares to raise ad-
ditional capital for ex-
pansion. It is a fiercely
competitive business,
and Zepto is a challeng-
er to incumbents like
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RAJAS KELKAR
(The author is editor-in-chief at
www.moneyminute.in)

Swiggy and Zomato(Blinkit).
Revenue growth is strong,
which should give investors
confidence that the company
can eventually turn in
profits.

The future growth of com-
panies seeking new capital
through IPOs matters. As a
potential investor, you may
want to take a deep dive into
the granular data in the pro-
spectus. It is possible for peo-
ple who are proficient in fi-
nance. It is also possible now
for those who can use artifi-
cial intelligence to make
sense of the information. You
need to know the information
likely to influence these com-
panies’ future profit growth.
There must be a growing cus-
tomer base. If that is not pos-
sible, revenue per customer
must grow consistently for

MANDAR PARDIKAR

Market gears up for NSE, Jio IPOs

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delhi

DOMESTIC capital market is
gearing up for two of its largest
initial public offerings (IPOs)
as Jio Platforms and National
Stock Exchange (NSE) have
filed draft red herring prospec-
tuses (DRHP) with market reg-
ulator SEBI this week toraise a
combined roughly $7 billion.
The sheer size of the two
IPOs, coming on the heels of
blockbuster SpaceX listing in
the US market, has created
strong buzz among investors,
given that both companies are
dominant players in their re-
spective markets and have seen
strong growth in the last couple
of years. Experts believe Jio
and NSE have the potential to
deliver strong returns to inves-
tors in the long run. They also
cited that listing gains will
largely depend on how attrac-
tive the two IPOs are priced.

tJio, NSE IPOs have potential to deliver strong returns’

Experts believe Jio Platforms and NSE intitai public offerings have
the potential to deliver strong returns to investors in the long run.
They also cited that listing gains will largely depend on how

attractive the two IPOs are priced

“Listing gains for upcoming
big IPOs of NSE and Jio would
largely be a function of pricing
and how attractive the invest-
ment bankers price the IPO and
leave something on the table to
attract retail investors. Having
said that, I think retail inves-

tors should avoid looking at
both these IPOs purely from a
listing gains perspective,” said
Narendra Solanki, Head Fun-
damental Research - Invest-
ment Services, Anand Rathi
Share and Stock Brokers
Limited.

He added, “Instead, investors
should focus on the quality of
the underlying business,
growth prospects, competitive
positioning, and valuation at
the time of the IPO. If the pric-
ing is reasonable relative to
long-term earnings potential,
these companies can produce
long-term wealth creation op-
portunities rather than short-
term gains.”

Jio Platforms, the digital
service arm of billionaire
Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance In-
dustries Ltd (RIL), is expected
to launch $4 billion or 37,700
crore in the near future, mak-
ing it the largest initial share
sale in India’s capital market
history. According to the filed
DRHP on Friday, Jio’s IPO is
structured as a primary issu-
ance of 270 million (27 crore)
equity shares, representing ap-
proximately 2.9% of post-issue
share capital.

any company to manage its
working capital and eventu-
ally turn a profit. NSE and Jio
Platforms are clocking signif-
icant profits, thanks to strong
founding shareholders who
supported their initial
growth. For Zepto, it is a chal-
lenge, so the investor takea-
way is to focus on the path
from growth to profit.

An attractive IPO is one
that leaves money on the ta-
ble for new investors to make
eventually. NSE is a steady
business that will ensure you
receive adequate returns on
your investment each year.
Jio Platforms is already very
large, which makes hyper-
growth a challenge. In con-
trast, Zepto is a nimble con-
sumer tech company growing
fast but not yet profitable.
However, the potential for hy-
per-scaling is high at this
company, so the takeaway is
to weigh stability, scale, and
growth before investing.

What can you do

If you are aware of finer de-

tails of an IPO document, you

may want to read it well. If
you are not a finance person,
you may want to use Al to

help you make sense of the

document in simple language.
Just like individuals, mutual

funds will own these shares

after the listing. You may
want to continue investing

through diversified equity
funds and minimise risk in

your investment portfolio.
IPOs are not a lottery ticket.
They are investments that
you participate in to benefit

from the future growth of
businesses. You need to get a
handle on some basics to

know that. It is not a method

to double your money quickly.
All forms of equity investing

require you to give adequate

time to grow. Your under-

standing of the basics and
your temperament determine

the success of your future

wealth, so the takeaway is to
invest with patience and
discipline.

lowing its successful commissioning at Vijayanagar,
Karnataka. Girish Tanti, Executive Vice Chairman of
Suzlon Group, spoke to Rakesh Kumar of TNIE on how
its new offering would help unlock new wind energy op-

portunities while supporting the country’s clean energy transi-

tion. Edited Excerpts:

You have said India’s target of achieving 100 GW of wind
energy capacity is achievable. With the country having
crossed 56 GW of installed capacity, what gives you
confidence that the target can be met?

India is currently at about 56 GW of installed wind capacity. To
reach the 100 GW target, we need to add another 44 GW. We expect
to install about 8 GW this year. If installations continue to grow
steadily—say 9 GW next year and 10 GW year after—the target is
certainly achievable. I can’t say with certainty, but I am optimis-
tic. Based on projects under execution and the bids that have been
awarded, we have visibility for 85 GW of capacity. That gives us
confidence that reaching 100 GW is feasible and realistic.

Suzlon has unveiled S175 (5 MW) wind turbine. What sets this
platform apart from other turbines?
The S175 is a unique turbine platform and

incorporates advanced technologies. It is

India’s first FDRE-ready (Firm and Dis-

patchable Renewable Energy) wind tur-
bine. Until now, solar and wind projects
were developed separately. The market is
moving toward integrated renewable en-
ergy solutions that combine wind, solar
and energy storage. When these 3 technol-
ogies deployed together, they can provide
renewable power round the clock.

Do you see India emerging as a
global hub for wind turbine manu-

facturing and exports?

Absolutely. Today, the world views India
as an important partner in the global re-
newable energy supply chain. We are
among a select group of countries with
strong capabilities across the wind ener-
gy value chain. The world is becoming

We have identified
several target
export markets.

In Asia-Pacific,
we are focusing
on Southeast Asia
and Australia. In
Europe, we are
targeting 5-7
countries. Last
month, we
launched Suzlon
Europe in Madrid
and introduced
European product
portfolio

increasingly multipolar, and countries no

longer want to depend on a single source

for critical technologies. Supply chains
are being diversified, and India is well-positioned to benefit from

that trend.

How is Suzlon preparing to meet growing demand for wind
turbines, and are there plans to expand mfg capacity?
Suzlon has about 4.5 GW of annual manufacturing capacity. With
the launch of the S175 platform, we plan to raise capacity in line
with market growth. The advantage of our manufacturing eco-
system is that we can scale relatively quickly. If market demand
rises significantly, we can ramp up capacity within 9-12 months.

What are your export ambitions over the next few years?
We have recently started our export journey—about 4 months ago.
We have identified several target markets. In Asia-Pacific, we are
focusing on Southeast Asia and Australia. In Europe, we are tar-
geting 5-7 countries. Last month, we launched Suzlon Europe in
Madrid and introduced European product portfolio. Between now
and 2031, our goal is to secure 3 GW of international orders.

What is your assessment of offshore wind development in
India, and do you believe the country is ready to scale up

investments in the segment?

The first question is whether offshore wind is necessary today
and under what conditions it becomes economically viable. Glo-
bally, offshore wind has grown because many countries have lim-
ited land availability and very strong wind resources at sea.

Mutual funds cut I'T exposure in May;
shift money to healthcare, industrials

DIPAK MONDAL @ New Delhi

MUTUAL funds trimmed their
exposure to information tech-
nology companies in May 2026,
reflecting growing concerns
over the sector’s near-term
growth outlook amid persistent
macroeconomic uncertainties
and signs of slowing discre-
tionary technology spending
by global clients.

According to sectoral hold-
ing data by Prime Database,
mutual fund investments in IT
companies fell by Rs 4,810 crore
during the month to Rs 3.13
lakh crore from Rs 3.18 lakh
crore in April.

The sector’s share in total
mutual fund equity holdings
declined to 5.99% from 6.16%,
making IT one of the few sec-
tors to witness a reduction in
portfolio allocation despite an
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The current sell-off in Indian IT stocks
is a direct reflex reaction to global
tech giant Accenture trimming its

full-year revenue outlook

hashwat Singh, analyst, Bajaj Broking

overall increase in mutual fund
equity holdings.

The decline comes even as
mutual funds increased their
overall equity exposure by

61,404 crore in May, taking to-
tal sectoral holdings to 52.3
lakh crore. Fund managers in-
stead directed fresh allocations
toward healthcare, industrials
and consumer-focused sectors
that are seen benefiting more
directly from India’s domestic
growth story.

The reduction in IT exposure
coincides with rising investor
concerns over demand visibil-
ity in key overseas markets,
particularly the United States,
which accounts for a signifi-
cant share of revenue for In-
dia’s leading software
exporters.

“The current sell-off in Indi-
an IT stocks is a direct reflex
reaction to global tech giant Ac-
centure trimming its full-year
revenue outlook,” said Shash-
wat Singh, Fundamental Ana-
lyst at Bajaj Broking.
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AGENCIES @ Atlanta

WELCOME to the World Cup,
Lamine Yamal. Welcome to the
World Cup, Spain.

Teenage superstar Yamal
scored 10 minutes into his first
start on football’s biggest stage
and Spain kickstarted their
campaign with the 4-0 demoli-
tion of Saudi Arabia on Sunday.
The 18-year-old forward slid in
at the far post to touch home a
low cross for the opening goal in
Atlanta. He became the eighth
youngest scorer in World Cup
history and more importantly
settled Spanish nerves after the
team was held to a surprise 0-0
draw by Cape Verde in its open-
ing game.

In a tournament that has al-
ready seen Lionel Messi, Kylian
Mbappe, Erling Haaland and
Harry Kane get off to flying
starts, Yamal’s strike saw him
join the party. The Barcelona
winger is already considered
one the world’s top players and
helped Spain win the European
Championship in 2024 despite
being just 16 years old when the
tournament started. He is tipped
to take over from Messi and
Cristiano Ronaldo as the sport’s
biggest star but came into the
World Cup with questions over
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Yamal off the mark as
Spain thrash Saudi
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his fitness. Yamal,
who was only used
as a second-half
substitute against
Cape Verde, was
thrown in from the start ™=
against Saudi Arabia and
wasted no time in making his
presence felt. He had already
repeatedly sliced through the
Saudi defense before turning
home Mikel Oyarzabal’s cross.

It was just the impact Spain
coach Luis de la Fuente wanted
from his star player, having
been inundated with questions
about when Yamal would be
ready to start.

But Yamal’s opener sparked a
flurry of first-half goals.
Oyarzabal, who was criticized
for not touching the ball at all in
the first 30 minutes against
Cape Verde, not only provided
the assist for Yamal, but scored
two more with close range
strikes in the 21st and 24th. So
dominant was Spain’s lead that
De la Fuente had seen enough
and took both his scorers off at
halftime. Inside four minutes of
the second half, the lead was ex-
tended when Marc Cucurella’s
shot rebounded off Hassan Al-
tambakti for an own goal. Result:
Spain 4 (Lamine 10°, Oyarzabal 27, 24, Altam-
bakti 49’ (og)) bt Saudi Arabia 0.
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Spain’s Lamine Yamal celebrates his first World Cup goal on Sunday 1 ap

IRAQ: ) Hassan (12);
H Ali (3), Z Tahseen (4), A
Hashim(5), M Doski (23): |
Bayesh (8), Al-Ammari (16),
Z Ismael (24), A Jasim (17);
A Hussein (18), Al-Hamadi (9).

FRANCE: Maignan (16); Kounde
(5), Saliba (17), Upamecano (4),
Digne (3); Tchouameni (8), Rabiot
(14), Olise (11), Dembele (7), Doue
(20); Mbappe (10).

FRANCE SEEK
KO BERTH

LES BLEUS WILL BE
PLOTTING THEIR SECOND
WIN WHEN THEY FACE IRAQ
IN PHILADELPHIA. A LOOK...

MBAPPE THREAT

Kylian Mbappe became France’s
leading goalscorer (58 goals)
by scoring a double against
Senegal in the opener and he
will be looking to add to his
tally. Michael Olise and Ousmane
Dembele will also be hoping to be
on the scoresheet.

UPHILL BATTLEFORIRAQ

Iraq were guilty of making
mistakes in their defeat to
Norway. Aymen Hussein and
Co will look to eliminate those
againstFrance. They will have to
shore up their defence or it could
be a long evening for the team.

Group I: France vs Iraq
@ Philadelphia Stadium
| 2:30 AM*

OTHER MATCHES

Group J:
Jordan vs Algeria (8:30 AM*)
Group I:
Norway vs Senegal (5:30 AM*).

*|ST Tuesday

LIVE on Unite8 Sports & Zee5

Room heroics earn Curacao a point

JOHN WEAVER @ Kansas City

CURACAO goalkeeper Eloy
Room was the hero on Saturday
as the tiny Caribbean island
claimed its first-ever World Cup
point in a goalless draw against
toothless Ecuador. Ecuador,
who finished second in South
American qualifying, had 28
shots, including 15 on target, in
Kansas City but Room stood
firm in an astonishing display.
The 0-0 draw in Group E keeps
alive Curacao’s hopes of reach-

EXPRESS READ

ing the knockout phase, extend-
ing their fairytale journey at
their first World Cup. The tiny
country — the smallest by pop-
ulation ever to play on
football’s biggest stage
— have Miami FC goal-
keeper Room to thank
for their point against
Ecuador.

Room’s 15 saves are
the most on record since
1966 by any goalkeeper at a
World Cup match that did not
feature extra-time. The draw in

India defeat New Zealand to win Nations Cup

AUCKLAND: Continuing their impressive run of form, The senior Indian
women’s hockey team defeated New Zealand 2-0 in the final to win

their second FIH Women’s Nations Cup title and secured promotion to
the FIH Women’s Pro League on Sunday. Navneet Kaur (4’) gave India
the early lead before Sunelita Toppo (15’) doubled India’s advantage.

Indian men’s hockey
team beats Netherlands

ROTTERDAM: Goals from Jugraj
Singh (18’), Abhishek (27’), and
Rajinder Singh (56’) helped India
secure a thrilling 3-2 victory of the
leg against Netherlands in the FIH
Pro League at Hockey Club
Rotterdam on Sunday.

World Boxing Cup:
Jyoti strikes gold

GUIYANG (CHINA):Jyoti
delivered a standout
performance to clinch India’s
lone gold medal at the World
Boxing Cup 2, defeating
Uzbekistan’s Farzona Fozilova
in the 48kg final on Sunday.

Abhay-Velavan win third successive Asian title

SARAWAK (MALAYSIA): India’s top-seeded pair of Abhay Singh and
Velavan Senthilkumar extended their dominance on the continental
stage by winning a third consecutive men’s doubles title at the Asian
Doubles Squash Championship on Sunday. The Indian duo rallied to
defeat Pakistan’s Nasir Igbal and Noor Zaman 7-11, 11-7, 11-2 in 47.

the American Midwest restored
pride after a 7-1 mauling by
Germany in their opening
match. “I still have to process it
myself,” said Room.

“The match was full
of emotions. “There
were lots of saves, but1
think after the first
save, the tone was put

= in place, also for the

team. Results: Germany 2 (Undav
68,90+4) bt Ivory Coast 1 (Kessie 30); Ecuador
0 drew with Curacao 0O; Tunisia O lost to Ja-
pan 4 (Kamada 4, Ueda 31, 83, Ito 69). AF'P

After century,
Jaiswal dropped
for Eng ODIs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

A DAY after he made a breezy
ton against Afghanistan, Ya-
shasvi Jaiswal has been left out
of the India squad for the Eng-
land ODISs. Virat Kohli is named
in the squad, but his availabil-
ity is subject to fitness, the
BCCI announced on Sunday.
Meanwhile, Varun Chakara-
varthy is out of the T20 squad,
as still in his final stages of his
rehab. India’s ODI squad: Gill (C), Rohit,
Kohli*; Shreyas (VC), Rahul (WK), Kishan (WK),
Washington, Axar, Nitish, Kuldeep, Bumrah,
Prasidh, Rana, Arshdeep, Brar. India’s updat-
ed squad for Ireland T20Is: Shreyas (C),
Abhishek, Samson (WK), Kishan (WK), Dube,
Tilak (VC), Nitish, Axar, Washington, Bishnoi,
Rana, Arshdeep, Prince, Vaibhav, Prasidh.

» BUOYANT GERMANY
. BACKINBIGPICTURE

Undav brace helps 4-time winners enter KOs for first time since 2014

LEXIE LINDERMAN @ Toronto

AN hour into the game, Germa-
ny was getting outplayed by Ivo-
ry Coast and trailed by a goal.
Coach Julian Nagelsmann need-
ed a spark and substituted in
three fresh players, one of
whom was Deniz Undav. That
decision paid off big time. Un-
dav scored twice as Germany
defeated Ivory Coast 2-1 on Sat-
urday and clinched a spot in the
knockout phase at the World
Cup. “It’s important that every-
one sees that even the players
from the bench can decide
games,” said Undav, who also
scored in Germany’s 7-1
opening match rout of Cu-
racao. “Now we have a re-
ally important signal to
the team. I think that’s
very important in a
game like this.”

Four minutes into
stoppage time, Undav received
a pass from Felix Nmecha in
front of the net and rifled it
past Ivory Coast goalkeeper Ya-
hia Fofana to give the Germans
a comeback win. It was the Ger-
man national team’s 11th
straight win, a streak dating to
September 2025. Undav’s first
goal of the match came after
Nadiem Amiri sent in a long
ball - that striker Kai Havertz
let pass him by — onto the boot
of Undav, who slammed it into
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Germany players celebrate the second goal against Ivory Coast on Saturday | ap

the back of the net in the 68th
minute. Both Amiri and Undav
had subbed on eight minutes
earlier. “Deniz is nobody who
needs to be prepared,” Nagels-
mann said. “He can jump in
right away.” Four-time cham-
pion Germany has come back
from disappointing group stage
exits in 2018 and 2022, while
Ivory Coast is still searching
for its first knockout stage ap-
pearance and could still qualify.
The last time Germany got past
the group stage it won the tour-
nament in 2014. “Think we
showed great character today,”
Undav said. “We want to
achieve the most.”

Ivory Coast captain Franck
Kessie opened the scoring in

Upbeat Argentina face Austria

DEFENDING CHAMPS WILL LOOK TO SEAL A KNOCKOUT BERTH WHEN THEY
TAKE ON AUSTRIA IN DALLAS ON MONDAY. A LOOK...

MESSI CHASING GREATNESS

Lionel Messi showed he’s still one of
the best in the business with a hat-
trick — his first at the WC — against
Algeria. He'll be aiming to power his
team to the Round of 32. Messi is
just one goal away from surpassing
Miroslav Klose (16) as the World
Cup’s all-time leading scorer.

TOUGH TEST FOR AUSTRIA

Austria did get all three points

against debutants Jordan in their ~ #
previous outing but they had to
work hard for it. They’ll be wary
of the threat that Messi and
Argentina players bring to the
table and they’ll be hoping to get
something out of the tie.

Group J: Argentina vs Austria (10:30 PM)
LIVE on Unite8 Sports & Zee5

Allister (20), Fernandez (24); Messi

1
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the 30th minute after midfield-
er Yan Diomande sent in a cross
to forward Amad Diallo. His
shot was blocked by Germany'’s
Nathaniel Brown, but the ball
bounced back to Kessie, who
slotted it in the wide-open left
corner of the net.

Germany had two goals
waved off in a frustrating first
half. The first was in the 21st
minute when Fofana batted the
ball into his own net, but Ger-
many midfielder Aleksander
Pavlovic made illegal contact
with Fofana on the play. The
second came in the 38th minute
on a foul, as Jamal Musiala was
called for contact on the build-
up to what would’ve been a
Havertz goal. AP

ARGENTINA: E Martinez (23),

Molina (26), Romero (13), L Martinez
(6), Medina (25); De Paul (7), Mac

(10), Lautaro (22), Almada (16). ™=
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QUICK PASSES

Iran restrictions
to be eased

LOS ANGELES: Iran coach Amir
Ghalenoei said Saturday he has been
told US travel restrictions on his
World Cup team will finally be eased
for their third group game, but
blasted the treatment they have
received so far for damaging their
on-field performance. The Iranian
squad arrived at the World Cup with
their country still at war with
co-hosts the United States.

Treatment for
Raphinha

MORRISTOWN (NEW JERSEY): Brazil
forward Raphinha will undergo
treatment on a hamstring injury, the
country’s national team said
Saturday. After leaving late in the
first half to recieve medical attention,
tests confirmed an injury but not one
that led him to be ruled out of the
tournament. Raphinha is set to go
through an intensive treatment
protocol on his way back to the team.

‘Have faith’:
Vozinha’s mom

MIAMI GARDENS:Vozinha will have
his mother in the stands for Cabo
Verde’s second match against
Uruguay as she was unable to attend
their stunning opening draw against
Spain because she couldn’t obtain a
visa. Ana Candida Evora is here now,
though — making Cape Verde’s story
even better. “The players need to
have faith and everything will go
well,” she said in FIFA’s video post.

AUSTRIA: A
Schlager (1); Prass
(22),Lienhart (15), Alaba
(8), Mwene (16); Laimer
(20), Seiwald (6), Schmid
(18), X Schlager (4),
Sabitzer (9); Kalajdzi¢ (14)

JAPANESE CULTURE BEHIND BRIGHT SHOW

SWAROOP SWAMINATHAN

T feels instructive to
begin a piece on Ja-
pan’s victory over Tu-
nisia by first talking
about their culture.
When they first began
the J1 League in the
early 1990s, they had put in
place a 100-year plan. By 2090,
they told themselves, they
would win the World Cup. The
people who wrote the document
knew they themselves wouldn’t
be around, but it was still im-
portant to commit to some-
thing. To an ultra-ambitious
but still feasible goal.

In 2005, after seeing the
progress they had made, that
document received a fresh coat
of paint. They would, they told
themselves, try and win the
World Cup by 2050.

“This is the culture of Japa-
nese football, now and forever,”
Tom Byer, the man who wrote
the basic grammar of the sport
in the country, tells this daily:.
“It’s actually, the culture of Ja-
pan.” On the day they became
the first Asian nation to score
four goals in a single match at
the World Cup, they remain the
standard-bearers for all coun-
tries part of the Asian

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

DROPPED catches, bowling tac-
tics and a sensational Marizanne
Kapp proved fatal for India as
South Africa beat Harmanpreet
Kaur and Co by six wickets in
the T20 World Cup match at Old
Trafford, Manchester.

Coming into the contest, India
had two big wins, but this was
their big litmus test. Against a
team that has consistently chal-
lenged them and often gotten on
top of them. And it seemed like
they started well with Shafali
Verma (30) and Smriti Mandha-
na hitting the ground running.
But Kapp, arguably the best all-
rounder in the world, slowed
things down as India lost wick-
ets at regular intervals. They
would have been happy with the
recovery while finishing with
158/7 and the two early wickets

Most of the Japan players are part of the country’s system laid in the 19905 | ap

Confederation.
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What does football, especial-
ly at the elite level, have to do
with culture? “Everything,” ac-
cording to Byer. “It plays a big
role. In Japan, we constantly
talk about culture; it’s one of
the most defining factors in
sport development. The reason
why I say that... at the very ba-
sic level, when a 6-7 year old is
introduced to the game first,
their parents will have to have
that mindset of (seeing their
kids) training multiple times

from Sree Charani.

But what followed was a flur-
ry of dropped catches, three of
them including one for Kapp at
a crucial juncture. And after
barely getting across the line
against Pakistan, Kapp showed
her wrath on India, smashing an
unbeaten 44-ball 81 to take South

every week. That same culture
is how you get used to the idea
that when kids go to junior
high, they have to start train-
ing six to seven days a week
with not much time for recov-
ery. That’s a very cultural thing,
and you have to understand
that.

“They believe it’s a coaching
problem. Between the ages of
six to 12, coaching in Japan is
no different. When these kids
first start playing football, their
first coaches are invariably
their parents, and most of them

8 |

Marizanne Kapp
took 2/27 and
scored 81 n.oon
Sunday | 1cc

Africa over the line. Now, India
have to beat Bangladesh and
Australia to comfortably
progress. Brief scores: India 158/7 in 20
ovs (Shafali 31; Kapp 2/27) lost to SA161/4 in
19.1 ovs (Kapp 81 n.o, Brits 40; NR Sree Charani
3/24); SL 98 all out in 19.4 ovs (Nilakshika 30;
Matthews 3/15) lost to WI99/5in16.1 ovs (Tay-
lor 27 n.o; Kavisha 2/22).

are very inexperienced. But this
is where cultural identity plays
a big role. It creates discipline,
repetition and commitment to
mastery. Because people know
that you have never really ar-
rived in Japan. Let’s take the
example of a baseball player;
you would have practised catch-
ing a ball 10000 times. But even
after that, there’s absolute com-
mitment to keep working.”
Byer, an American by birth,
had moved to Japan following a
brief playing career. Since then,
he has worn many hats within
the sphere of player develop-
ment in Japan. “The success
was thanks to systems put in
place in 1993. People need to un-
derstand that. It doesn’t happen
overnight. You have to realise
that short-term thinking doesn’t
get you far. There was a time
when we wouldn’t even have
dreamt of a player like (Take-
hiro) Tomiyasu (Former Arse-
nal defender). We have (Ayase)
Ueda, who was the leading goal-
scorer in the Eredivisie. Japa-
nese players are all over the
world. We have technical skills
development programmes run-
ning back three decades.” From
avery young age, Japanese kids
are exposed to technical skills.
Full story: newindianexpress.com

Sooryavanshi
breaks record
as India A win

AGENCIES @ Dambulla

VAIBHAV Sooryavanshi show-
cased his astonishing talent and
big-match temperament with a
29-ball 94, laying the foundation
for India A’s lopsided 66-run
over Sri Lanka A in the tri-se-
ries final here on Sunday.
Sooryavanshi’s romp, which
also contained an 11-ball 50, the
fastest in List A cricket, guided
India A to a massive 377 for
nine.

Sri Lanka A mustered 311 all
out in reply as pacer Yash
Thakur (3/45) and spinner
Vipraj Nigam (3/60) inflicted
timely blows. Brief scores: India ‘A’
377/9in 50 ovs (Sooryavanshi 94; Wanuja 2/39,
bt SL‘A" 311in 471 ovs (Wanuja 62; Yash 3/45).

epaper.newindian@.as.mm .
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EXAMINATIONS

UPCOMING

Can yoga help students manage stress, improve focus and build resilience? As schools move towards
holistic education, parents and practitioners think so and bat for its inclusion in school curricula

TEACHING

Q

KARTHIKEYA S

posture in equilibrium,” he
explains. He argues that such

“CHILDREN deserve qualities are difficult to culti-
Every World a stress-free life.” vate through conventional
academic subjects alone.
Yoga Day, HIS aspiration, ac-

yoga trainers
are treated as

cording to Anubha
Srivastav Sahali, Su-

YOGA

Reimagining the school day
Both Anubha and Vijay ac-

the chief preme Court advo- knowledge that schools face

quests Why cate and president of B I L D I N G L I F E practical constraints, such as

—_ ’, the India Wide Par- l j rigid timetables and mis-
INSIDE AIIMS BSc don’t you ents’ Association, is aligned priorities. According
treat us as thekey reason to include yoga to Anubha, truly integrating

* chief guests in schools. As concerns about yoga into schools begins with

Entry lntO every day? student anxiety, examination achange in how it is perceived:
pressure and distractions con- from an ‘extra-curricular’ ac-

23,24, 15,2026 Date: June 28, 2026
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Vijay Rampal,yoga  tinue to grow, so do calls for tivity to an invaluable contrib-

he althc are guruand founderof  yoga to become a regular part utor to students’ growth. “All

Yogavanam  of school education. The con-  for colleges, and Odisha an- this while, schools, colleges,

versation is no longer limited nounced plans to introduce and coaching centres have

th Chalking to wellness advocates. Parents, yoga into school curricula. S only focused on academic

pa "" ays out a dail educators and policymakers These developments have = learning. That is undeniably

yoga routin‘e’ are increasingly discussing reignited a broader debate: & important for students, but it

what a more holistic model of should yoga remain an occa- = should not be the only thing

YECHURI SASHIKANTH With anxiety education could look like. sional extracurricular ac- & that matters,” she says.

rising globally These discussions are tivity, or become a regu- & Vijay suggests that institu-

MIDST the growing im- among translating into policy. . lar part of school and &S tions could rethink the struc-

portance of specialised students, The National Educa- 1116  college education? Par- ture of the school day itself.

medical services and al- parentsand tion Policy (NEP) 2020 m ents and practitioners “Yoga must be the first thing

lied health professions, educatorsare  places strong emphasis increasingly believe that students do every day, ide-

the AIIMS BSc entrance urging schools  onholistic development, the latter. ally early in the morn-

examination opens toshiftyoga wellbeing and experien- For Anubha, ing,” he says.
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and allied healthcare pro- seasonal, for practices such as yoga evident. “I stud- his experi-
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Courses) at
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arst

integrated into
the curriculum

Commission listed yoga
among value-added courses

Where to study yogain India

cal activity
were a part
of our daily rou-
tine,” she says. “Yoga

he recalls that partici-

pants often displayed
confidence and leadership
during placements.

OUNG people can communi-
cate with hundreds of peers
at the tap of a screen, yet an

aid and other helps students stay calm, “I would like to believe that unforeseen paradox 1is
institutions. e . o focused and regulated.” daily practice of yoga helped emerging: many are feeling
: These institutions offer degree, diploma and specialised . - ” di ted £ th 14

Candidates e e s o W ey e Yoga as an agent of focus them gain clarity of thought, isconnected from the wor

who have complet-
ed the 12th grade with 55%
marks in Physics, Chemistry,
and Biology are eligible to reg-
ister for the BSc (Hons) Nurs-
ing programme. For the BSc
Nursing (Post-Basic) pro-
gramme, completion of the 12th
grade from a recognised exami-
nation board is required.
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INSTITUTION PROGRAMMES/DETAILS

Morarji Desai National
Institute of Yoga,
New Delhi

Swami Vivekananda Yoga |
Anusandhana Samsthana,
Bengaluru, Karnataka

Dev Sanskriti

Vishwavidyalaya,
Haridwar, Uttarakhand

BSc & MScin yoga; diploma,
certificate and teacher-training
programmes under AYUSH

BSc, MSc, PhD and research
programmes in yogic sciences

Undergraduate, postgraduate
and doctoral programmes in
yoga and holistic health

India's first university

Anubha believes that today’s
students face challenges very
different from previous gen-
erations. “Students are under
a lot of stress, especially re-
lated to exams,” she says.

She sees yoga as a tool that
helps them manage stress. “I
believe that yoga helps them
stay calm, and gives them the
resilience to make it through
life’s challenges.”

ancient

India, where

yoga formed part of everyday
learning. “Yoga was a part of
the education system back
then. Gurukuls had yoga as a
functional, foundational disci-
pline,” he notes. For him, the
most important lesson yoga
imparts to children is physical
and mental balance, and he
adds that one of the first exer-

he says, while also acknowl-
edging the need for stronger
research to empirically meas-
ure yoga’s educational
impact.

From annual to daily

The goal of yoga advocates is
clear: to make yoga part of
everyday student life. “There
isn’t much awareness among
parents,” says Anubha. “How-
ever, they would welcome it if

around them. Psychologists and
school counsellors state that today's
youth are not necessarily making
fewer connections, but they are
building them differently. "The dig-
ital world acts as both a bridge and
a barrier," says Anindya Banerjee,
Consultant Psychological Counsel-
lor and Psychology Faculty at Delhi
Public School in Newtown, Kolkata.
"Young people are more connected
than ever, yet lonelier. Many online
bonds feel meaningful, but they of-
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"THERAPEUTIC DIVERSIONS

Youngsters are embracing new paths to emotional wellness

ARYA VIDYA

S mental health care

sheds its stigma, young

people are looking be-

yond the therapist’s

couch and embracing

a range of integra-
tive wellness practices for
emotional well-being.
These include art, yoga,
music, dance, theatre,
pottery, ice baths, na-
ture-based therapy, and * °
other mind-body inter-
ventions. For those deal-
ing with academic stress,
anxiety, loneliness, or emo-
tional challenges, these activ-
ity-based approaches may

provide a safer, less intimidat-
ing way to process emotions
through non-verbal expres-
sion and catharsis. This is
particularly helpful for chil-
dren and adolescents strug-
gling to articulate their feel-
ings. Experts emphasise,
however, that trained pro-
fessionals should facilitate
these interventions to en-
sure safe therapeutic experi-
ences. “Evidence-based psy-
chotherapy remains the most
comprehensive standalone in-
tervention for addressing
complex psychological diffi-
culties such as clinical de-
pression and anxiety,” says
Dr Deena Balakrishnan,

chief psychologist and found-

er of Dee-Cognito, a human

development centre.
Expressive arts ther-
apy uses creative proc-
esses to help people
manage stress and
develop self-aware-
ness. Kamiya Dar-
gan, art therapist
and community
development prac-
titioner, thinks art
can help children
build relationships,
develop confidence, | .
and express their emo-
tions, especially
children who

COO0l
down

feel unheard or overlooked.
“Initially, many children copy
what their friends draw
because it feels safe, but
by the end of the ses-
sion, they begin creat-
ing artwork that re-
flects their own
thoughts,” she says.
Where creative ses-
sions offer a space to
release trapped feel-
ings, some are
turning to physi-

cal extremes to

quiet the mind;
for those seek-
ing an imme-
diate sense of

epaper.newtndtan“s.mm .

clarity, ice baths are becoming
a popular choice. “Cryothera-
py, or cold-water therapy, helps
reset the nervous system and
creates a sense of clarity and
emotional release,” says Prek-
sha Agarwal, counselling psy-
chology student and founder
and director of Minaraa, a
wellness venture.

While these interventions
can provide relief, they may
not address deeper psycholog-
ical issues. Therefore,
combining psychotherapy
with holistic practices for
long-term emotional healing
is crucial as more students in-
corporate these into their
well-being journeys.

and the gradual decline of joint fam-
ily structures have reduced opportu-
nities for meaningful conversations
at home. "It is not uncommon to see
families sitting together but engag-
ing with their phones rather than
each other;" she notes.

At the same time, community
spaces that once encouraged sponta-
neous social interaction are disap-
pearing. Playgrounds, neighbour-
hood gathering spots and informal
social settings are increasingly be-
ing replaced by structured routines
and screen-based entertainment.

Yet educators remain optimistic.
Group projects, clubs, sports and col-
laborative activities continue to pro-
vide opportunities for students to
build trust, communication skills
and friendships. Both experts stress
that schools must treat relationship-
building and emotional development
with the same seriousness as aca-
demic achievement. As young people
navigate an increasingly digital
world, we must ensure technology
does not replace human connection.




