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Cyber crime police arrested 37-year-old man for 
allegedly cheating a senior citizen of `5 lakh by 
gaining unauthorised access to her bank account 
in Hyderabad. Accused, Narender is from AP
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TG govt ready to bankroll 
Metro Phase 2: Revanth
M A N D A  R A V I N D E R  R E D D Y  @ Hyderabad 

TELANGANA Chief  Minister A Revanth Reddy on Mon-
day said the State government was prepared to execute 
Hyderabad Metro Rail Phase-2 with 100% equity and 
urged the Centre to immediately issue a no objection cer-
tificate (NOC) for the project.

Addressing reporters at the Secretariat, 
Revanth alleged that Union Minister G 
Kishan Reddy was delaying an Indian 
Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC) 
loan for the State’s takeover of  Hydera-
bad Metro Phase-1 and creating hurdles 

to the approval of  Phase-2. 
He also accused Kishan of  acting at the 

behest of  K Chandrasekhar Rao and KT Rama Rao, alleg-
ing “collusion politics” between the BRS and BJP over 
the Metro project. 

“KTR and KCR conspired and Kishan Reddy is execut-
ing,” Revanth alleged. “We respect Kishan Reddy, but we 
are frustrated with him now,” he added, questioning why 
the Union minister had surrendered to KCR. 

Now, Kerala’s UDF govt rolls 
out free bus travel for women 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ T’Puram

THE UDF government officially 
rolled out its flagship ‘Priyadarshini’ 
free travel scheme for women and 
transgender persons on Monday, ful-
filling a key election promise within 
a month of  taking office. Inaugurat-
ing the scheme at Thiruvanan-
thapuram Central KSRTC Complex, 
Chief  Minister VD Satheesan ex-
pressed “immense joy” for having 
fulfilled a promise he made to the 
people.

“I am starting this bus journey 
with the immense joy of  having ful-
filled the promise made to the people 
during the election time,” Satheesan 
said. “This is no ordinary bus ride; it 
marks the start of  a journey that up-
holds the self-respect of  women in 
Kerala and guides them towards self-
reliance and financial security.” 

He emphasised that the project 
was a calculated socio-economic 
driver rather than a mere favour. 
Women and transgender persons ir-
respective of  age or income can avail 
unlimited free rides on KSRTC ordi-
nary services under ‘Priyadarshini’, 

the first instalment of  the govern-
ment’s five ‘Indira Guarantees’. “The 
transformation brought about by the 
Priyadarshini scheme will reflect in 
every household, especially in the 
lives of  tens of  thousands of  women 
who have to travel several kilometers 
daily for their work,” he said. 

“Let the money they spend on tick-
ets turn into small savings for them. 
It will boost their self-confidence and 
mental strength.”

Though the project carries an an-
nual financial burden of  `800 crore, 
Satheesan, who also holds the fi-
nance portfolio ahead of  Friday’s 
state budget, assured the public that 

it would not push KSRTC into finan-
cial distress. On extending the same 
scheme to men, the CM said when a 
woman asked what to do with her 
savings, he advised her to join a chit 
fund. Extending this to men won’t in-
crease household savings the same 
way, he joked.

On the apprehensions raised by 
private bus operators, the CM prom-
ised to back them if  the scheme im-
pacts them. “They are part of  the 
public transport system, too. I under-
stand that they are in a crisis. They 
have my word that we will create a 
supportive ecosystem for them,” he 
said. 

On the occasion, Transport Minis-
ter C P John spoke about incorporat-
ing local bodies’ support to improve 
public transport and expanding 
KSRTC’s fleet through corporate 
sponsorships.

Following the inaugural ceremony, 
CM V D Satheesan and his cabinet 
colleagues rode a KSRTC bus driven 
by V P Sheela, Kerala’s first woman 
driver recruited through the PSC. 
The opposition CPM boycotted the 
event.

CM says the initiative marks the start of journey toward self-respect of women 

CM VD Satheesan travels in KSRTC bus after 
inaugurating Priyadarshini free bus scheme for 
women on Monday |  ALBIN MATHEW

PM to launch major 
infra projs in Odisha
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bhubaneswar

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi is 
set to make a one-day visit to Odisha 
on June 20 to participate in a state-
level celebration marking the com-
pletion of  two years of  the BJP gov-
ernment led by Chief  Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi. 

BJP general secretary 
Biranchi Narayan Tripa-
thy on Monday told media-
persons that the prime 
minister will first arrive at 
Pahadpur in Mayurbhanj 
at around 11.15 am, and 
head to Gosani Peetha, a 
prominent local shrine, to 
offer his prayers. 

Thereafter, he will visit 
the inlaws’ place of  Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu, 
where he is likely to spend 
over an hour interacting 
with her family members 
and villagers.  

Modi will then proceed to Dand-
bose, a place near Rairangpur and 
the venue for the public meeting 
which is scheduled to start at 12.55 
pm. The President will also join the 
second anniversary programme of  
the government.

During the event, Modi will ad-
dress a massive public gathering and 
launch a slew of  infrastructure 
projects at the event. 

The prime minister’s visit assumes 
significance as it comes amid the 
state government’s second anniver-
sary celebrations and the Centre’s 

renewed focus on the in-
frastructure and economic 
development of  the state.

Tripathy said Modi will 
inaugurate and lay foun-
dation stones for projects 
worth several thousand 
crores of  rupees. 

He said the state govern-
ment is currently finalis-
ing a list of  key projects to 
be dedicated to the people 
by the prime minister as 
part of  the anniversary 
celebrations.

Among the key projects 
likely to be launched in-

clude the `8,300 crore Rameshwar-
Paradip Coastal Highway project, 
which recently received approval 
from the Union cabinet. 

The project is expected to signifi-
cantly improve coastal connectivity 
and boost economic activities in the 
region.

Wife, paramour 
kill ex-jawan for 
`2 cr insurance
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi

IN a sensational case, the Belagavi 
district police have uncovered an al-
leged conspiracy in the murder of  a 
retired serviceman to claim insur-
ance money and manipulation of  fo-
rensic evidence to disguise the crime 
as a natural death. Nine accused, in-
cluding the victim’s wife, her alleged 
lover, and several government em-
ployees have been arrested.

The victim, Sandeep Kalagouda 
Manjaragi (46) from Ghodageri vil-
lage in Hukkeri taluk and a former 
serviceman, had insurance policies 
with HDFC Bank and State Bank of  
India. According to the police, the ac-
cused believed that in the event of  
his accidental death, insurance ben-
efits of  nearly `2 crore would be 
payable.

Belagavi Superintendent of  Police 
K Ramarajan said investigations re-
vealed a conspiracy allegedly hatched 
by Sandeep’s wife Suma Manjaragi 
and her alleged lover Pundalik Vittal 
Dombar. 

The accused have been identified 
as Suma, Dr Basavaraj Bhasme, 
Ashok Gujanal – FDA official, Ap-
pasaheb Nayak, Channayya Adi-
viswamyamath, PN Nagaraj, Sachin 
Selar, and Rahul Jogi.

The PM will 
inaugurate and lay 

foundation stones for 
projects worth several 

thousand of crores. 
The State govt is 

currently finalising a 
list of key projects to 
be dedicated to the 

people by the PM
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