
BENGALURU: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Wednesday asserted that his
state has emerged as a revenue
surplus state overcoming the
‘Bimaru’ (ailing) category in the
last nine years.

Making a strong pitch for
investment at the Industry
Leaders’ Road Show here in
Bengaluru, Adityanath said the
state’s infrastructure makes
Uttar Pradesh a favoured
investment destination.

“The atmosphere of stability
and safety provided by the dou-
ble-engine government over
the past nine years has enabled
Uttar Pradesh to emerge from
the Bimaru category,” the chief
minister said.

“Double engine government”
refers to the BJP-ruled govern-
ment in the Centre and the
state.

Over the past nine years, the
BJP government in the state
succeeded in tripling Uttar Pra-
desh’s economy and tripling
per-capita income, Adityanath
said.

“For the last six years, Uttar
Pradesh has been a revenue-
surplus state. Rising from the
bottom three, Uttar Pradesh is
now counted among India’s top
three economies,” he claimed.

The CM said his state is mov-
ing forward strongly to invite
investment partners into every
sector.

With 36 sector-specific poli-
cies, Uttar Pradesh has not only
created policy support for each
sector but also developed a

comprehensive land bank of
75,000 acres, Adityanath said.

He added that along the
expressways, the state has land
available at 27 locations for
developing industrial and logis-
tics clusters. Further, a grand
industrial city is being devel-
oped in the form of Bundelk-
hand Industrial Development
Authority (BIDA).

He also emphasised the rich
demographic dividend of 26
crore people.

The chief minister also
harped upon the existing infra-
structure, saying the state has
completed the country’s largest
expressway-the Ganga
Expressway-which was dedi-
cated to the nation by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
April 29.

Adityanath said Uttar Pra-
desh has become a model of
India’s 3S-Safety, Stability and
Speed, which are the three
important dimensions for
industry.

Uttar Pradesh has estab-
lished itself as a state with a
strong rule of law, he said, add-
ing that investors will find
world-class infrastructure and
connectivity in the state along
with an excellent network of
transparent governance insti-
tutions.

“Skill, talent, technology and
investment-friendly policies-
this complete industrial ecosys-
tem is available today in the
new India and the new Uttar
Pradesh,” the CM said.

Recalling the past, he said

nine years ago, Uttar Pradesh
did not have a positive percep-
tion.

“The state was plagued by a
deteriorating law-and-order sit-
uation and policy paralysis
where governance was virtually
absent. Development was
rarely discussed. It was known
as one of the backward Bimaru
states of northern India.
Decline had become its destiny.
Its fundamental pillars-agricul-
ture and MSMEs-had been
neglected,” he noted.

Everything that represents
India’s strengths can be found
in Uttar Pradesh now, the chief
minister claimed.

Noting that the state has an
excellent law-and-order situa-
tion, Adityanath said it has
world-class infrastructure, out-
standing road, rail and air con-
nectivity, India’s first opera-
tional National Inland Water-
way from Varanasi to Haldia
and the first Rapid Rail service
between Delhi and Meerut.

Adityanath said there are
five international airports and
11 domestic airports, two IITs,
one IIM in Lucknow, five agri-
culture universities, 89 Krishi
Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) and
three technical universities.

He said the agricultural
growth, which was once 8 per
cent, has now reached 18 per
cent.

According to him, nine years
ago, the state had around
14,000 large factories and
industries, which has now
grown to more than 33,000. PTI

‘UP emerged revenue surplus 
state overcoming ‘Bimaru’ status’

SRINAGAR: In a significant
appeal aimed at reconciliation
and improved welfare, Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) Chief
Mehbooba Mufti on Wednesday
urged a shift in the discourse
surrounding the rehabilitation
of Kashmiri Pandits. 

Speaking in Anantnag, the
former Chief Minister stressed
that the onus for reintegrating
the community lies as much
with the local populace as it does
with the state. 

Mufti pleaded for social heal-
ing, pushing back against the
tendency to dwell on past griev-
ances. “People living here have a
greater role to play than the gov-
ernment,” she stated. “We must
look ahead, not remain stuck in
the past.” She pointed to the
lived realities of Kashmiri Pan-
dits who migrated back under
the government’s ‘PM Package’
for employment, highlighting
that many are struggling with
inadequate living conditions.

“Many Kashmiri Pandits who
returned under the PM package
live in poor housing, with water
and electricity problems,” Mufti
noted. “They need special sup-
port and care.”

Mufti proposed a more com-
prehensive approach to rehabili-
tation that integrates physical
and cultural support.  She pro-
posed investing in more robust
housing and infrastructure to
ensure that returnees have a dig-
nified standard of living and
acknowledged the importance of
heritage. She called for the con-
struction of “larger facilities and
temples,” framing these as
essential to the identity and com-
fort of the returning community.

Earlier, the Jammu & Kash-
mir and Ladakh High Court at
Srinagar issued notice to the
respondents in a writ petition
filed by The Displaced Kashmiri
Residents Housing Cooperative
Ltd., seeking implementation of
long-pending rehabilitation
commitments made for dis-
placed Kashmiri Pandits. ANI

Kashmiri pandits 
need spl care and 
support: PDP chief 

MUFTI CALLED FOR 
SOCIAL HEALING, 
PUSHING BACK 
AGAINST THE 
TENDENCY TO 
DWELL ON PAST 
GRIEVANCES

NEW DELHI:  Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla on Wednesday held a
high-level  meeting to
strengthen road safety in his
constituency Kota-Bundi.

The meeting was held with
representatives of ‘SaveLife
Foundation’, an organisation
working in the field of road
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cer concerned to rush to the
affected site for assessment and
coordination of rescue opera-
tions.

“A team of SDRF has been
deployed, while the National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF)
has been alerted and is moving
towards the area to assist in
relief and rescue efforts,” Sulu
said.

An IAF helicopter dropped
SDRF personnel and a rubber
boat near Pitapool, and all avail-
able reserve personnel and vehi-
cles in Yazali area have been
mobilised, while ex-servicemen
have also been called in to sup-
port emergency operations, he
said.

The state Civil Aviation
Department had requested the
IAF to undertake rescue opera-
tions and airlift SDRF men and
material from Itanagar to Keyi
Panyor, Sulu said.

“The IAF air support team,
despite difficult weather condi-
tions, reached Hollongi and took
off for Pitapool to drop the SDRF
team and materials. Further air
support exercises have been
planned for succeeding require-
ments,” he said.

The North Eastern Electric
Power Corporation (NEEPCO)
has begun releasing water from
the reservoir of the Panyor
Lower Hydropower Project as a
precautionary measure, and
power generation at the project
has been temporarily sus-
pended, the secretary said.

Heavy rainfall also disrupted
road connectivity in the district,
with three stretches of NH-13
near Potin and Hoj blocked by
landslides, leaving several peo-
ple stranded, he said.

As many as six districts -- Keyi
Panyor, Kra Daadi, Kurung
Kumey, Lower Subansiri, Kamle
and Upper Subansiri -- have
been cut off due to monsoon-re-
lated disruptions triggered by
heavy rainfall, SP Angad Mehta
said in a statement.

Major landslides occurred
along the Kimin-Ziro route,
while damage assessment is
underway, he said.

The Border Roads Organisa-
tion (BRO) has intensified resto-
ration efforts, and connectivity
through the Kimin route is
expected to be restored by
Thursday afternoon, Mehta
added.

Landslides have also been
reported on the Itanagar-Hoj-Ya-
zali stretch of NH-13.

The road connecting Mepsoro
and the Hoj Highway Junction
has been completely cut off due
to massive landslides at several
locations, disrupting vehicular
movement.

Restoration work is being car-
ried out on a war footing, though
officials said it was too early to
estimate when the road would
be reopened.

Travellers from East Kameng,
Pakke Kessang, West Kameng
and Tawang districts were
advised to avoid the route until
further notice.

Arunachal Pradesh has been
witnessing heavy rainfall over
the past several days, resulting in
landslides, flash floods and dam-
age to infrastructure across sev-
eral districts.

Disaster management author-
ities have urged people living in
vulnerable areas and along river-
banks to remain alert and avoid
unnecessary travel. 
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NEW DELHI:  The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Wednesday
carried out raids in Delhi on
businessman Harpreet Singh
Talwar alias Kabir Talwar and
others in connection with the
2021 drug bust at Mundra port
in Gujarat, in which 2,988 kg of
Afghan heroin worth ₹21,000
crore was intercepted by the
Directorate of Revenue and
Intelligence (DRI), people famil-
iar with the development said. 

The Mundra port drug bust
of around 3,000 kg Afghan her-
oin worth ₹21,000 crore, inter-
cepted in September 2021, was
one of the biggest consignments
ever which came to India via
maritime route. 

HT had first reported about
this drug bust in 2021. 

Even though a Prevention of
Money Laundering Act or
PMLA probe is on in the matter
since 2021, ED launched fresh
raids on Wednesday based on
certain fresh inputs, according
to officials. 

Kabir Talwar was arrested by
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) in August 2022
and later charge sheeted to take
part in Pakistan-backed con-
spiracy to smuggle high-quality
drugs into India. He was
recently released on bail, said
an officer. 

Officials said on Wednesday
that a total five premises were
being searched in Delhi belong-
ing to Talwar, one Sham-
shudeen and their associates. 

“It is alleged that the money
generated through the smug-
gling of drugs was invested in
the night clubs in Delhi,” said
the officer cited above. 

The NIA had found in its
probe in the Mundra drug bust
that money generated through
drugs which came to Mundra
was meant for terrorists. 

The NIA filed its first charge
sheet in the Mundra case on
March 14, 2022, against 16 cartel
members, including Afghan
nationals, Iranians and several
Indians.

ED RAIDS PREMISES 
OF DELHI BIZMAN 
IN 2021 MUNDRA 
DRUG BUST CASE

safety. 
The primary objective was to

effectively implement the “Zero
Fatality District Programme” in
the Kota-Bundi parliamentary
constituency, minimising road
accident deaths and working
toward securing a long-term
zero fatality rate. PTI

Birla chairs meet on 
road safety in Rajasthan
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