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Patna: Bihar is once again at
the centre of  a widening ex-
amination fraud network
with investigators linking
the state to multiple paper le-
ak and cheating syndicates
that have allegedly infiltra-
ted recruitment and compe-
titive examinations across
the country. 

From the NEET contro-
versy and the Bihar Public
Service Commission (BPSC)
recruitment scams to the la-
test Maharashtra Teacher
Eligibility Test (TET)-2026
paper leak and Bihar Police
recruitment malpractice, in-
vestigators say organised
networks with roots in Bihar
have repeatedly surfaced in
major examination fraud ca-
ses.

The arrest of  Suman Ku-
mari, wife of  alleged Maha-
rashtra TET-2026 paper leak
mastermind Bijendra Ku-
mar Gupta, has given inves-
tigators a crucial lead in un-
ravelling the interstate ex-
amination fraud network.
She was arrested on Monday
afternoon from Kumhrar un-
der the Agamkuan police sta-
tion area with the assistance
of  Bihar Police and is being
questioned by a Maharash-
tra Police team.

According to investiga-
tors, Suman is suspected of
playing a key financial role
in the racket by managing
the proceeds generated thro-
ugh the alleged paper leak.
During interrogation, police
are examining her alleged
role in handling illegal mo-
ney transfers and maintai-
ning communication with
members of  the network af-
ter the question paper was le-
aked. Officials believe she
possesses vital information

about the financial trail as
well as the whereabouts of
her absconding husband.

Her arrest followed the
detention of  three accused —
Rajeev Shah and Akash Ku-
mar from Patna, and Dheeraj
Kumar from Panipat in Ha-
ryana. During questioning,
investigators identified Bi-
jendra, a native of  Sherpur
village under Vidyapati Na-
gar police station in Samasti-
pur district, as the alleged
mastermind behind the ope-
ration. Police teams from
Maharashtra, assisted by Bi-
har Police, have since laun-
ched coordinated raids
across Bihar and neighbou-
ring states to trace him.

Investigators claim Bi-
jendra has been linked to ex-
amination fraud networks
for nearly 25 years and has fi-
gured in several high-profile
recruitment examination
scandals. His name has sur-
faced in cases related to the
NEET (UG) examination, the
Odisha Staff  Selection Com-
mission recruitment exami-

nation and other paper leak
investigations. Police re-
cords also indicate he was an
accused in a murder case re-
gistered in 2003.

Officials believe Suman’s
interrogation could help un-
cover the flow of  crores of  ru-
pees allegedly generated
through the racket, identify
other members of  the syndi-
cate and establish how the
proceeds were distributed.
Investigators are analysing
financial transactions, digi-
tal evidence and communi-
cation records to map the
network’s operations and
identify its beneficiaries.

Meanwhile, Bijendra’s
family in Samastipur has
distanced itself  from him.
His father, Baleshwar Sah,
said Bijendra had left the vil-
lage years ago to pursue hig-
her studies and later lost con-
tact with the family. He clai-
med they were unaware of
his activities and expressed
shock over his alleged invol-
vement in a major examina-
tion fraud case.

Maha TET probe lifts lid on
Bihar-linked exam racket
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BIJENDRA KUMAR GUPTA
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Gaya: A bridge built to keep
traffic moving is now slo-
wing it down. Nearly a deca-
de after the six-lane bridge
over the Falgu river was in-
augurated to ease traffic on
the Buddhist Circuit, one of
its biggest advantages is gra-
dually disappearing as a
stretch of  the carriageway
has turned into a bustling
marketplace.

Vendors selling fruits, ve-
getables, snacks and other
daily-use items have occupi-
ed part of  the 550-metre brid-
ge, shrinking the available
road space and raising serio-
us safety concerns. Built at a
cost of  Rs 65 crore, the bridge
was designed to facilitate se-
amless movement between
Gaya and Manpur. Commu-
ters said it often functions
like a five-lane, and at times
even a four-lane bridge, be-
cause of  the encroachment.

The issue has assumed
greater significance as the
Bihar State Road Develop-
ment Corporation Limited
(BSRDCL) is constructing a
Rs 349 crore, 2.65-km elevated
flyover that will connect di-
rectly to the bridge and ex-
tend up to the Manpur block
office to ease chronic traffic
congestion. Residents fear
that unless the encroach-
ment is removed, the benefits
of  the ambitious project will
remain limited.

“The six-lane bridge be-

comes five or even four lanes
when vendors occupy one la-
ne. This reduces capacity,
creates bottlenecks and in-
creases the chances of  side-
swipe collisions,” said Ra-
mesh Singh, a resident of
Siddharth Puri Colony in
Manpur.

Ray Madan Kishor, reti-
red special secretary, who li-
ves in Gaya, said the problem
extends beyond vending.
“Because of  the encroach-
ment by vendors, people park
their vehicles illegally on the
bridge, thereby increasing
the chances of  accidents.
The whole purpose of  wide-
ning the bridge has been de-
feated. The district admini-
stration should act immedia-
tely,” he said.

Road safety experts point
out bridges are engineered
for uninterrupted vehicular
movement, not commercial
activity. Markets on bridges
draw pedestrians into fast-

moving traffic, encourage il-
legal parking and force moto-
rists to brake suddenly, incre-
asing the risk of  rear-end
crashes.

Social activist Brijnan-
dan Pathak said public in-
frastructure should not be al-
lowed to lose its purpose. “A
bridge is meant to connect
places, not become a market.
Authorities must relocate
the vendors to a designated
vending zone instead of  allo-
wing such a hazardous situa-
tion to continue,” he said, ad-
ding that because of  the en-
croachment, pedestrians are
unable to use the footpath
constructed on the bridge.

DSP (traffic) Sudhir Ku-
mar admitted vendors have
occupied a lane of  the bridge.
“On and off  drives are con-
ducted to remove them. Ho-
wever, soon this problem will
end as the vendors would be
shifted to Bazar Samiti at
Chandauti,” he said.

Six-lane Falgu bridge built to
ease traffic choked by vendors 
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Vendors selling fruits, vegetables, snacks and other daily-use items
have occupied part of the 550-metre bridge over the Falgu river in Gaya

TO
I

Gaya: Last date for applying
for the post of  Magadh Univer-
sity (MU) vice-chancellor
(VC) ended on Tuesday and ac-
cording to Lok Bhavan sour-
ces, scrutiny will begin soon
to shortlist the aspirants for
being called for interaction
with the search committee.

The search committee, so-
urces said, will for the first ti-
me have a nominee of  the UGC
chairman. In the past, the se-
arch-cum-selection commit-
tees did not have a representa-
tive of  the UGC and one rea-
son why the previous adverti-
sement for the post was
cancelled pertained to this
anomaly.

In its ruling the SC has said
that it was mandatory to have
the nominee of  the UGC chair-
man on the selection-cum-se-
arch committee, else the appo-
intment of  VC will be regar-
ded as invalid.

Lok Bhavan public rela-
tions officer (PRO) D N Sud-
hanshu said he could not reve-
al any details, including the
number of  aspirants, as such
details are confidential.

Search panel to
shortlist aspirants

for MU VC post
Abdul Qadir TNN

Gaya: All scheduled domes-
tic flight operations from Ga-
ya international airport will
remain suspended every
Monday and Friday till Sept
this year, a senior airport of-
ficial said on Tuesday.

The revised schedule will
be effective from Friday, mar-
king a temporary change in
the airport’s flight schedule.
However, flights on the rema-
ining days of  the week will
continue as per the existing
timetable.

At present, IndiGo is ope-
rating the Delhi-Gaya-Kolka-
ta and Kolkata-Gaya-Delhi
daily flight. All international
flights to Bangkok and Paro
have already been suspended

and are expected to resume in
Oct, with the start of  tourist
season in Bodh Gaya.

Confirming the revised
arrangement, acting airport
director Awadhesh Kumar
said, “Normal domestic and
international flight services
are expected to resume in
Oct with the implementation
of  the winter schedule”.

He added, “It is the deci-
sion of  IndiGo management
to suspend operations twice
a week and the Airports Aut-
hority of  India has no role in
this decision.”

“Passengers travelling
on Mondays and Fridays ha-
ve been advised to check with
their respective airlines be-
fore planning their journey
to avoid last-minute inconve-
nience”, he added.

Flight curbs at
Gaya airport
twice weekly

Alok Kumar TNN

Patna: More than 1,000 out-
sourced healthcare wor-
kers, including nurses, regi-
stration desk staff  and sani-
tation workers at Indira
Gandhi Institute of  Medical
Sciences (IGIMS), are fa-
cing financial hardship due
to a delay in salary pay-
ments caused by a contrac-
tual transition.

The problem arose after
the tenure of  the previous
staffing agency ended while
the newly selected agency is
yet to sign the service agree-
ment. Although the tender
process has been completed,
the pending agreement has
stalled salary payments.

Several staff  members,
requesting anonymity for
fear of  losing their jobs, sa-
id the delay had made it dif-
ficult to meet expenses such
as food, house rent and tra-
vel. They said they continue
to report for duty despite
not receiving their wages.

“We are paid around Rs
12000, which is a small amo-
unt. Even one month delay

means a lot for people like us
who simply meet the basic
needs like food and house
rent with the money,” said
one staff  member. The emp-
loyee added that the previo-
us agency had denied re-
sponsibility for payment,
while the new agency had sa-
id it would begin work only
after signing the agreement.

IGIMS director Dr Bindey
Kumar said the institute tries
to ensure staff  members do
not face payment-related pro-
blems. “I will see to it,” he sa-
id. Hospital financial adviser
Anil Choudhary said the
transition required a no-
objection certificate for the
previous agency before the
agreement could be finalised.
“Our work is to clear the bill
which we are given. Once the
bill is given, we will do the re-
quired process,” Anil said.

Pay delay leaves IGIMS
outsourced staff in distress
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Patna: Police in Khagaria
have uncovered an orga-
nised examination fraud net-
work that allegedly attempt-
ed to manipulate the Bihar
Police Radio Operator Com-
petitive Examination. Act-
ing on intelligence inputs, a
special team led by Sadar-1
SDPO Mukul Ranjan and
Cyber DSP Nishant Gaurav
arrested 15 accused from
Khagaria and Saharsa. Dur-
ing coordinated raids, police
seized mobile phones, admit
cards, bank cheques, ATM
cards, vehicles, educational
certificates and other docu-
ments.

Khagaria SP Bhanu Pra-
tap Singh said the prelimina-

ry investigation revealed that
the gang had been extorting
lakhs of  rupees from candi-
dates by promising guaran-
teed success and was also at-
tempting to compromise the
examination process.

“The investigation into
the entire network is under-
way. Cellphones, bank ac-
counts and other electronic
evidence are being analysed
to identify everyone in-
volved. If  any teacher, exam-
ination centre official or any
other person is found com-
plicit, strict legal action will
be taken,” Bhanu said.

Investigators said one ar-
rested solver disclosed that
he had struck a deal worth Rs
8 lakh with a candidate. 

Khagaria cops
arrest 15 in police
exam fraud case
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Man stabs wife: A woman
was critically injured after her
husband allegedly stabbed her
with a knife near Kankatti
Chak Road under the Parsa
Bazaar police station area in
Patna on Tuesday. The accused
fled the scene after the attack.
Sadar SDPO II, Ranjit Kumar
said the couple was travelling
by auto to meet their son when
the husband forced his wife
out of the vehicle and stabbed
her in the abdomen. TNN

The institute is
trying to ensure that staff
do not face payment-
related problems 
DR BINDEY KUMAR
IGIMS director
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