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Patna: Ahead of  monsoon,
Patna Municipal Corporation
(PMC) has activated 19 Quick
Response Teams (QRTs)
across the city to ensure swift
action against waterlogging
and drainage-related issues
during heavy rainfall.

Reviewing monsoon pre-
paredness at a meeting held
here on Wednesday, munici-
pal commissioner Yashpal
Meena directed all QRTs to
maintain continuous surveil-
lance over identified vulne-

rable locations and respond
immediately once rainfall be-
gins. Officials were instructed
to regularly inspect manho-
les, catch pits and slabs in the-
ir respective areas and pro-
mptly report any damage,
blockage or obstruction to the
authorities concerned.

Meena stressed that the te-
ams must be deployed in the fi-
eld without delay during rain-
fall to ensure smooth draina-
ge and prevent water accumu-
lation. To improve mobility
and response time, each QRT
will be provided a dedicated
vehicle, enabling members to
patrol assigned zones, moni-
tor drainage operations and

take corrective measures
wherever required.

The PMC has divided its 75
wards into 19 zones, with each
zone assigned a QRT compri-
sing one zonal inspector and
two sanitation workers. The
teams have been equipped
with raincoats, torches, glo-
ves and other safety gear for
round-the-clock operations
during adverse weather con-
ditions.

The civic body has also di-
rected coordination among
QRTs and drainage pumping
stations, major drains, pump
sets and operating staff  to en-
sure uninterrupted water dis-
charge during rainfall.

According to the zone-wise
deployment plan, four QRT zo-
nes have been created in New
Capital circle, four in Patali-
putra circle, three each in
Kankarbagh and Bankipur
circles, and two in Patna City
circle, along with three in Azi-
mabad circle.

Civic body activates 19
quick response teams
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PMC officials at a meeting
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Patna: Unidentified assai-
lants opened fire at a prohibi-
tion enforcement team’s vehi-
cle late Tuesday night near
Akhtiyarpur bridge in Pali-
ganj subdivision of  Patna dis-
trict. No personnel were inju-
red in the attack.

The team was conducting
raids in Musahari areas. Seve-
ral people were arrested from
Maharajganj Musahari for al-
legedly consuming liquor.
The team was returning with
the detainees when the firing
occurred near Akhtiyarpur
bridge.

Excise officer Baidyanath

Yadav of  Paliganj subdivision
said one shot was fired at the
vehicle. “The shot was aimed
at the vehicle, but no staff  was
injured,” he said.

Home guard jawan Prince
Kumar, who was travelling in
the vehicle, said, “We had ar-
rested people for drinking and
were taking them to the police
station when there was sud-
den firing on the vehicle. Eve-
ryone is safe.”

On receiving information,
the local police rushed to the
spot, but the assailants had al-
ready fled. Paliganj SHO San-
tosh Kumar Singh said the in-
cident occurred late at night
near Akhtiyarpur bridge.

Prohibition raid
team attacked
near Paliganj
Kshitiz@timesofindia.com

Patna: CM Samrat Choud-
hary will inaugurate met-
ro services between the
Bhootnath and Malahi
Pakri stations on Thurs-
day. All preparations for
the inauguration have be-
en completed, an official
said.

“After the inaugura-
tion, metro operations will
begin from ISBT to Malahi
Pakri,” Vinay Kumar, prin-
cipal secretary, urban de-
velopment and housing de-
partment (UDHD), said on
Wednesday.

Metro operations com-
menced on a 3.2-km stretch
between ISBT and Bhoot-

nath on Oct 6, 2025, along
the first corridor of  Phase
I of  the Patna Metro Rail
Project. Eight months la-
ter, on July 2, the CM will
extend the service from
Bhootnath to Malahi Pak-
ri. “After this, residents of
Patna will be able to avail
metro services on an app-
roximately 6-km stretch
from ISBT to Malahi Pak-
ri. This will make commu-
ting easier,” a UDHD offi-
cial said.

He added that construc-
tion work at Khemnichak
metro station has almost
been completed and prepa-
rations are underway to
commence metro opera-
tions from the station wit-
hin a fortnight.

CM to flag off metro
service on Malahi
Pakri stretch today
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Metro operations will begin from ISBT to Malahi Pakri
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Patna: Even as higher edu-
cation institutions across
the state formally began the
2026–27 academic session on
Wednesday, not a single
class was held on the ope-
ning day. Most colleges in
Patna wore a deserted look,
with classrooms remaining
locked due to the absence of
students.

Admissions to four-year
undergraduate program-
mes are still underway at all
colleges affiliated to Patna
University (PU) and Patli-
putra University (PPU), and
classes for newly admitted
students have yet to begin.

PU dean of  students’ wel-
fare Kameshwar Pandit said
students whose names appea-
red in the second merit list
were currently being admit-
ted to their allotted colleges
and subject combinations.
Admissions under the second
list will continue till July 3.

He said induction pro-
grammes for newly admit-
ted students in PU constitu-
ent colleges would be held

on July 6, while regular clas-
ses would begin on July 7.

For postgraduate courses,
online applications for MA,
MSc and MCom programmes
in different faculties of  PU
are still being accepted, with
July 10 being the last date for
submission. Counselling-
cum-admission for selected
candidates is expected in the
last week of  July, and classes
are likely to commence in the
first week of  August.

PPU registrar Abu Bak-
ar Rizwi said admissions
were still in progress in affi-
liated colleges and classes
were expected to start by the
end of  this week. He added
that classes in the newly es-

tablished degree colleges at
the block level would also be-
gin around the same time, as
arrangements for infrast-
ructure and staff  had alrea-
dy been made.

Sources said classes co-
uld not commence in any of
the 211 newly created degree
colleges because the admis-
sion process was still under
way. Some colleges are also
making arrangements for
subject teachers and basic
infrastructure.

Samastipur district ma-
gistrate Roshan Kushwaha
on Wednesday visited the
Govt Degree College at Kaly-
anpur block to inspect pre-
parations for the commen-
cement of  classes. Deputy
development commissioner
and district education offi-
cer accompanied him and
offered suggestions to prin-
cipal Sanjay Jha.

The principal of  Govern-
ment Degree College, Bi-
than, in Samastipur district
said classes in the new deg-
ree colleges would begin af-
ter their formal inaugura-
tion by the chief  minister.

New academic session begins, but
classes stay empty across colleges 

Samastipur DM Roshan 
Kushwaha inspects the Govt
Degree College on Wednesday
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Gaya: Magadh University
has decided to fast track dis-
bursement of  retirement be-
nefits to its teaching and non-
teaching employees.

According to MU regist-
rar Binod Kumar Mangalam,
to begin with two teachers
who got superannuated on
Tuesday (June 30) were given
their pension related docu-
ments including orders for
the payment of  PF, gratuity

and leave encashment. The
teachers are PG physics de-
partment head Vijay Kumar
Verma and Jagjivan College,
Gaya, principal Satendra Ku-
mar Parjapati. They will

start getting pension from
July itself, said the registrar.
The pension related docu-
ments were handed over to
the superannuated teachers
by the officiating vice-chan-

cellor Dilip Kumar Kesari.
The post-retirement cla-

ims of  the superannuated
employees will be settled on a
first-come-first-serve basis,
said the registrar. In the past
there have been complaints
of  partisanship in the dis-
bursement of  post retire-
ment benefits.

Non-payment of  post reti-
rement benefits particularly
gratuity and leave encash-
ment has been a major source
of  litigation in the university

and if  honestly implemented,
the decision to fast track post
retirement benefit dispersal
is likely to significantly redu-
ce the scope of  litigation.

According to estimates,
less than 50% of  the existing
about 450 teachers are eligib-
le under the regular pension
scheme. The remaining tea-
chers appointed by the BPSC
and State University Com-
mission after 2005 are cove-
red by a contributory new
pension scheme. 

MU speeds up pension disbursement process
Abdul Qadir TNN

Patna: Chanakya National
Law University (CNLU), in
collaboration with GIGA In-
novations Technologies on
Wednesday launched a cyber
security and data protection
compliance research unit (CS-
DPCRU), on its campus.

Formally inaugurating
the research unit in the pre-
sence of  legal luminaries,
Justice Ahsanuddin Amanul-
lah of  Supreme Court empha-
sised the growing need for ro-
bust legal, technological and
governance frameworks to
address evolving cyber thre-
ats and protect digital rights. 

Patna HC chief  justice and
CNLU chancellor Meenakshi
Madan Rai, Justice Nani Ta-
gia, Justice Rajesh Kumar
Verma, advocate general Sa-
tya Darshi Sanjay, CNLU vice-
chancellor Faizan Mustafa al-
so spoke on the occasion.

SC judge opens
research unit
at law varsity
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Patna: The last-minute rush
by city residents to avail of
the 5% rebate on lump-sum
payment of  property tax hel-
ped Patna Municipal Corpo-
ration (PMC) register a re-
cord single-day collection of
more than Rs3 crore on June
30.

June 30 was the last day to
avail 5% discount on pay-
ment of  property tax.

A total of  3,927 taxpayers
deposited their taxes on Tu-
esday, prompting the civic
body to keep all property tax
collection counters open till
midnight to accommodate
the surge.

The strict deadline hel-
ped PMC collect nearly Rs48
crore in property tax during
the April-June quarter of
the current financial year.
According to figures relea-
sed by the civic body, 1,24,641
taxpayers paid property tax
during the first quarter, ge-
nerating a total revenue of
nearly Rs48 crore. The col-
lection was over Rs5 crore
higher than the correspon-
ding period of  FY 2025-26,
when the corporation had
collected more than Rs42
crore from 1,25,658 taxpay-
ers.

Among the six circles,
Patliputra circle contribu-
ted the highest revenue, col-
lecting about Rs12 crore from
35,532 taxpayers. It was follo-
wed by New Capital circle,

which collected over Rs11
crore from 23,973 taxpayers.
Kankarbagh circle recorded
collections of  nearly Rs9 cro-
re from 22,362 taxpayers,
while Bankipur circle collec-
ted more than Rs7 crore from
18,378 taxpayers.

Azimabad circle genera-
ted over Rs4 crore from 16,650
taxpayers, while Patna City
circle collected nearly Rs 3
crore from 7,746 taxpayers.

Owing to the June 30 de-
adline for the discount, there
was heavy footfall at tax co-
unters as residents sought to

take advantage of  the rebate
offered by PMC for advance
payment of  property tax for
FY 2026-27.

PMC officials said the
growth in collections re-
flects improved taxpayer
participation and greater
compliance in addition to
the property tax rates incre-
ase. The first-quarter perfor-
mance marks one of  PMC’s
strongest starts to a financi-
al year, with collections ri-
sing by more than 12% com-
pared to the same period last
year.

PMC collects ̀̀ 48-cr property tax in
Q1; ̀̀ 3 crore on rebate deadline day
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CIRCLE-WISE COLLECTION
Place Tax  

( /cr)
Taxpayers

Patliputra 12 35,532

New Capital 11 23,973

Kankarbagh 9 22,362

Bankipur 7 18,378

Azimabad 4 16,650

Patna City 3 7,746

 h June 30 collection | Over  
3 crore

 hTaxpayers who paid on June 
30 | 3,927

 hRebate offered till June 30 | 
5% on lump-sum payment
APRIL-JUNE (Q1 FY 2026-27)

 hTotal property tax collected 
| Nearly 48 crore

 hTotal taxpayers | 1,24,641
APRIL-JUNE (Q1 FY 2025-26)

 hTotal property tax collected 
| Over 42 crore

 hTotal taxpayers | 1,25,658
YEAR-ON-YEAR CHANGE

 hRevenue increase | Over  
5 crore

 hGrowth in collection | More 
than 12%

Patna: Five people were inju-
red after a violent clash broke
out between a wedding party
and local residents during the
dinner at a hotel near Umanath
Temple under the Barh police
station area of  Patna district
on Tuesday night. The exact
cause of  the dispute is yet to be
ascertained, police said.

According to the police, one
of  the injured, who sustained
serious injuries, is undergoing
treatment at a private hospital
in Biharsharif. The others re-
ceived first aid at Barh sub-di-
visional hospital and were la-
ter discharged.

A wedding party from Har-
naut in Nalanda district was
staying at Kundan Hotel near
Umanath Temple. Dinner had

been arranged for the guests
and most of  them were eating
when an argument broke out
between some local youths and
members of  the baraat.

According to eyewitnesses,
what began as a verbal alterca-
tion quickly escalated into a
violent clash. It is alleged that
the hotel operator also joined
the locals in the dispute. The
group then attacked members
of  the wedding party with kit-
chen utensils being used by co-
oks at the hotel.

The sudden assault trigge-
red panic among the guests.
Many abandoned their meals
and ran for safety. 

Barh SHO Brajesh Singh
said, “Five people were injured
in the clash. Shashi sustained
serious injuries and was ad-
mitted to a private hospital in
Biharsharif, where he is un-
dergoing treatment.”

5 injured as
‘baraatis’ and
locals clash

during dinner 
Kshitiz@timesofindia.com
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