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10,000 prisoners,
including foreigners to be released from jails in 
Vietnam, to mark its recent parliamentary elections
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Iran Supreme Leader’s adviser accuses 
US president of betraying democracy
White House indicates Trump is close to deciding on a deal; final pact yet to be reached, says Iran

DUBAI

AN adviser to Iran’s Supreme 
Leader on Saturday accused 
US President Donald Trump 
of  “betraying diplomacy”, as 
uncertainty persisted over a 
possible agreement between 
Washington and Tehran to end 
their conflict. Mohsen Rezaei, 
a former commander of  the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps, said Trump was “be-
traying diplomacy for the 
third time” by maintaining a 
naval blockade and imposing 
conditions on negotiations.

“By continuing the naval 
blockade and making excessive 
demands in negotiations, he has 
once again proven that he is not 
inclined toward negotiation and 

is pursuing other objectives,” 
Rezaei wrote on X.

His remarks came as the Unit-
ed States reiterated that it was 
prepared to resume military ac-
tion if  necessary. Speaking at a 
defence summit in Singapore, 
US Defence Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth 
said Washington 
was “more than ca-
pable” of restarting
the war, while US 
Central Command 
said American forc-
es remained “present and vigi-
lant” across the region.

The White House has signalled 
that Trump is close to deciding 
on a proposed framework for a 
deal. However, Tehran denied 
that a final agreement had been 

reached. US sources told AFP 
that the framework was awaiting 
Trump’s approval following a 
White House Situation Room 
meeting on Friday. Trump has 
said any agreement must meet 
his key conditions, including a 

commitment by Iran 
never to develop nu-
clear weapons and 
the reopening of  the 
Strait of  Hormuz.

Iranian Foreign 
Ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Baqaei 

rejected Washington’s demands, 
saying the Islamic Republic had 
“said goodbye to the language 
of  ‘must’ 47 years ago”. While 
exchanges of  messages between 
the two sides were continuing, 
“no final agreement has been 

reached”, he said.
Trump has claimed that Te-

hran would remove mines from 
the Strait of  Hormuz and reopen 
the vital shipping route without 
imposing tolls, while the United 
States would lift its blockade. 
However, Iranian media reports 
disputed those assertions, say-
ing no such provisions were in-
cluded in the proposed agree-
ment and rejecting claims 
regarding the destruction of  
Iran’s enriched uranium stock-
piles. The negotiations follow 
US strikes on Iran’s Bandar 
Abbas port and retaliatory at-
tacks this week. Iran’s state 
media said air defences had 
shot down a drone allegedly 
belonging to the “US-Zionist 
aggressor enemy”. Agencies
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US changes tune, says not all have to apply for green card from their country of origin
WASHINGTON

The US has clarified that not all 
immigrants seeking green 
cards will be required to return 
to their home country to make 
such applications.

The statement from the US 

Department of  Homeland Se-
curity (DHS) on Friday ap-
peared to be a partial walk-back 
on the announcement by the 
US Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services stating the indi-
viduals seeking permanent 
residency would have to return 

to their home countries to await 
their green cards.

“This was just a reminder to 
officers of  their discretionary 
authority, which has always ex-
isted on a case-by-case basis,” a 
DHS spokesperson said in a 
statement to The New York 

Times. The DHS said the USCIS 
memo of  May 22 was not a blan-
ket change and that it would be 
up to individual immigration 
officers to decide whether 
someone should be forced to go 
abroad to gain a green card.

The spokesperson pointed to 

people who overstay visas or 
come from countries whose cit-
izens are heavy users of  public 
assistance as groups that could 
be affected. Despite the assur-
ances, immigration lawyers 
have been counselling a wait 
and watch approach to see how 

the changes actually unfold as 
fewer details were immediately 
available. Though announced 
with a news release, a senior 
White House official said this 
week that the effort was meant 
to be a housekeeping matter, not 
a change of  strategy, the New 

York Times reported. About 14 
lakh green cards were granted 
in 2024, with more than 8.2 lakh
approved for people inside the 
country through a process 
called “adjustment of  status”, 
according to Department of  
Homeland Security data. PTI

(Top) Screen grab shows two men 
being hugged after they were 
rescued; (inset) a rescue team 
freeing a man trapped inside a 
semi-submerged cave in central 
Xaysomboun province, northeast of 
the capital Vientiane |  AFP

10 DAYS ON, FIVE 
RESCUED FROM 

LAOS CAVE
VIENTIANE

FOUR more men trapped in 
a semi-submerged Laos cave 
for 10 days were freed on Sat-
urday, rescuers said, after 
one was successfully brought 
to the surface a day ear-
lier, but two remained 
missing.

Lee Kian Lie, a 
Malaysian rescue 
diver, told AFP via 
Messenger that the 
four were freed after 
water was pumped out of  
the cavern.

A video he took from the 
scene showed teams under a 
makeshift tent attending to 
four people lying on stretch-
ers and covered with ther-

mal blankets. “Important 
they already out,” Lee said. 
He declined to speculate on 
the condition of  the two who 
remained unaccounted for. 
The Thailand Rescue Diver 
Facebook page said in a post 

that “rescue officials 
were able to bring out 
four more people 
trapped” . 

Seven men had 
been trapped in the 

cavern in a remote 
mountainous area of  

central Xaysomboun prov-
ince since May 20, when flash 
floods stranded them as they 
searched for gold, early state 
media reports said. They 
were trapped after rains trig-
gered flooding.    AFP

UK Sikhs 
denounce 
calls for 
kirpan ban
LONDON

SOME calls to ban the kirpan in 
the UK after the murder convic-
tion of  a man using a knife he 
claimed to carry for religious 
reasons “unfairly” targeted an 
entire community for the ac-
tions of  a criminal, British Sikh 
groups have cautioned.

Vickrum Digwa, 23, was 
found guilty of  fatally stabbing 
Henry Nowak, 18, with a 21-cm 
dagger last December and his 
mother, 53-year-old Kiran Kaur, 
was convicted of  assisting an 
offender at Southampton Crown 
Court on Thursday. 

“Calls to ban the kirpan in 
response to this murder risk 
unfairly targeting an entire 
community for the actions of  a 
single criminal individual,” the 
City Sikhs Foundation said in a 
statement. “The actions of  one 
individual can never and 
should never be used to define 
an entire faith community. 

“The kirpan is a symbolic ar-
ticle of  faith for Sikhs initiated 
into the Khalsa tradition. It is a 
constant reminder to Sikhs of  
the need to defend the most vul-
nerable in society, and it has 
been worn responsibly in Brit-
ain for generations,” it said.

The charity reiterated that it 
“utterly condemns” murder of  
Nowak and the individual re-
sponsible for “appalling act”.

“We urge unity, calm and re-
sponsible public discourse at 
this very difficult time,” it add-
ed.  The trial  highlighted  
l e g a l  l i m i t s  o n  S i k h s  
carrying kirpans.  PTI

Israel pounds southern Lebanon,
issues evacuation alerts despite talks
ADLOUN

ISRAEL’s air force and artil-
lery struck areas close to a stra-
tegic mountain housing a Cru-
sader-built castle in southern 
Lebanon on Saturday as fight-
ing raged in villages close to 
the southern city of  Nabatieh.

Israel’s military issued evac-
uation warnings for more than 
a dozen villages in southern 
Lebanon, a day after Lebanese 
and Israeli military officials 
held their first direct talks in 

decades at the Pentagon.
The situation in southern 

Lebanon was discussed dur-
ing a meeting Saturday be-

tween Lebanon’s president 
and prime minister who said 
in a statement later that they 
will intensify their contacts to 
make Israel stop demolition 
and bulldosing of  homes and 
historical sites as well as its 
evacuation warnings.

Lebanon’s state-run National 
News Agency reported Israeli 
airstrikes and artillery shell-
ing near the Crusader-built 
Beaufort castle that is about 15 
kilometers (9 miles) from the 
Israeli border. AP

Smoke rising after an Israeli  air  strike 
on the village of Maifadoun  |  AFP

22 refugees dead 
in afghanistan 
truck accident
KABUL

A truck carrying Afghan refu-
gees returning from neighbour-
ing Pakistan overturned on a 
highway in eastern Afghani-
stan on Saturday, killing at least 
22 people and injuring about 36 
others, most of  them women 
and children, officials said.

The accident occurred in 
Laghman province on the main 
highway linking Kabul, the Af-
ghan capital, with Nangarhar 
province, said Abdul Malik Nia-
zai, the spokesperson for the 
provincial governor. He said 
among the dead were 10 chil-
dren and five women. 

The provincial director of  
public health. Aminullah Shar-
if, said 22 people were killed and 
about 36 injured.  AP

A man carries an injured girl to a hospital 
in Jalalabad | AFP

WHO chief visits Ebola epicentre in DR Congo
BUNIA

THE head of  the World Health Or-
ganisation on Saturday visited east-
ern Congo’s Bunia, a city at the heart 

of  an outbreak of  a rare type of  Eb-
ola, where the virus is spreading 
faster than the response despite bet-
ter-organised health facilities and 
new aid arrivals.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus is 
expected to visit a treatment centre 
and meet the local authorities, the 
health workers and affected families 
in Bunia.   AP

Breast cancer gene test could cut chemo use
LONDON

A DNA-based test could help thousands 
of  breast cancer patients avoid chemo-
therapy each year by identifying those 
unlikely to benefit from the treatment, 
according to findings from an interna-
tional study reported by the BBC.

Researchers led by University College 
London (UCL) found that more than two-
thirds of  patients enrolled in the trial 
could be safely treated without chemo-
therapy, while maintaining survival 
rates comparable to those who under-
went the treatment. The study involved 
more than 4,000 newly diagnosed breast 

cancer patients aged over 40 from the 
UK, Norway, Sweden, Australia, New 
Zealand and Thailand. Scientists used a 
genomic test known as Prosigna, which 
analyses the activity of  50 genes linked 
to breast cancer.

Patients classified as low risk did not 
receive chemotherapy. After five years, 
their survival rate stood at 93.7%, com-
pared with 94.9% among patients who 
received chemotherapy.

Breast cancer is typically treated with 
surgery, followed by chemotherapy to 
reduce the chances of  recurrence. How-
ever, clinicians have increasingly ques-
tioned whether the treatment offers

meaningful benefits to many patients 
with the most common form of  the dis-
ease, UCL said.

Chemotherapy can cause a range of  
side effects, including fatigue, nausea, 
hair loss, weakened immunity and fertil-
ity problems. According to the univer-
sity, the findings could allow more than 
5,000 National Health Service patients in 
the UK to avoid chemotherapy annually. 
Professor David Miles, a cancer special-
ist involved in the study, described the 
results as “practice-changing”, saying 
doctors could now confidently identify 
patients who would gain little or no ben-
efit from the treatment.
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