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Even as the TVK-led Tamil
Nadu government indicated
that it is on board to imple-
ment the new Viksit Bharat
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission Gramin
(VB-G RAM G) scheme and
issued a gazette notification
earlier this week, Chief Min-
ister Joseph Vijay on Wed-
nesday requested Prime
Minister Modi for a set of
modifications to the scheme.

In a letter to the PM, he
covered six key areas, includ-
ing favourable funding
terms, State control over
fund distribution, flexible
declaration of peak farm sea-
sons, inclusion of State hous-
ing schemes, delegating au-
thority to the State to notify
and approve schemes for
convergence.

Earlier this week, the TVK
government issued a notific-
ation to implement the VB-G
RAM G in the current form in
the State.

In its current form, the
VB-G RAM G scheme works
out to a ₹12,642 crore
scheme in Tamil Nadu, and
with a 60:40 sharing for the
Union and State govern-
ments, the former’s contri-
bution will be ₹7,585 crore
and the latter’s ₹5,057 crore.

ABRUPT SHIFT

“As MGNREGS operated un-
der a di�erent structure for
two decades, this abrupt
shift places an unsustainable
strain on the State ex-
chequer, which may reduce
available wage employment

days or crowd out other es-
sential welfare schemes. I
therefore request that 100
per cent funding be main-
tained for the Wage and Ad-
ministrative components,
with the Material compon-
ent shared on a 75:25 basis
between the Government of
India and the Government of
Tamil Nadu,” Vijay said. 

Citing extremities in cli-
mate conditions, Vijay also
requested that, instead of ad-
vance notification, authority
should be decentralised to
District Collectors to notify
the 60-day peak agricultural
season as per local
conditions.

State Housing Schemes
under the VB-G RAM G
framework would signific-
antly accelerate achieving
welfare targets and housing
for all. “With these vital ad-
justments, the scheme can
be executed with greater
strategic vision, maximum
local impact, and a sharper
focus on rural empower-
ment. I look forward to your
favourable consideration of
these proposals,” he said.
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The Centre has notified re-
vised wage rates under the
new rural employment guar-
antee scheme under the Viksit
Bharat — Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) Act, 2025, (VB-G
RAM G), which came into
force on July 1.

After the revision, the na-
tional average has been hiked
to ₹327.4 per day against
₹298.8 under MGNREGA
(now repealed).

NEW WAGE RATE

The government said a new in-
terim base wage rate of ₹300
per day had been introduced,

ensuring that no notified wage
under the programme is below
that level. The average in-
crease in wage rates across the
country is over 10 per cent, it
said, adding that Uttar Pra-
desh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Assam, Arunachal Pra-
desh and Himachal Pradesh
have witnessed wage in-
creases between 15 and 25 per
cent.

The government said that
States with higher existing
wage rates have also received
upward revisions, with Hary-
ana having a notified wage rate
of ₹409 and Kerala ₹401 per
day. The national launch of the
VB-G RAM G Act will be held
today at Mukkavaripalli village
in Obulavaripalle mandal of
Andhra Pradesh’s Tirupati dis-

trict, according to an o�cial
statement on Wednesday. It
also said that existing e-KYC-
verified job cards will be valid
until the new Gramin Rozgar
Guarantee Cards are issued.

ROLLBACK DEMAND

But the Opposition Congress

criticised the wage rates, say-
ing these are far below the re-
commendations of the expert
panel and need to be further
increased to ₹500 per day.
Communist Party of India
(CPI) general secretary D Raja
has demanded immediate res-
toration of the Mahatma

Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) to its full poten-
tial. Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter Vijay has also written to the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seeking certain modific-
ations in the VB-G RAM G
scheme. The notification for
wage revision came a few
hours before the new law was
to take e�ect across all the
States and Union Territories,
which the Congress party said
wage rates were normally an-
nounced in April.

Congress General Secret-
ary and former Rural Develop-
ment Minister Jairam Ramesh
said that in the 2024 Lok
Sabha campaign, the party had
promised to fix the national
daily minimum wage for all

workers, including for
MGNREGA, at ₹400/day. “The
Expert Committee headed by
Anoop Satpathy, set up by the
Modi Government, had also
recommended a national min-
imum wage floor at ₹375 per
day, back in 2019,” Ramesh
said.

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Rural De-
velopment under the Chair-
manship of Congress MP
Saptagiri Ulaka has also con-
sistently recommended
higher wages for MGNREGA
workers, Ramesh said.

Ulaka, addressing the me-
dia, said that his party has
been fighting the VB G RAM G
Act from the streets to Parlia-
ment and would continue to
do so. 
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