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Chandigarh, June 17 
Looking to strengthen the
organisation at the grass-
roots level, the faction-rid-
den Haryana Congress on
Wednesday named 104
block presidents for the
first time in 12 years. Till
now, the posts had
remained vacant. 

However, the list of 104
block presidents
includes no women. The
appointments for the
remaining 76 blocks are
still pending. Also, no
appointment has been
made in Sirsa, Jhajjar,
Faridabad, and Hansi. 

While declaring the
block presidents,
Haryana Congress presi-
dent Rao Narender Singh
said, “Based on the rec-
ommendations received
from District Congress
Committee Presidents,

senior party leaders, ded-
icated workers and after
discussions with AICC in-
charge BK Hariprasad,
the appointments were
approved with immediate
effect to further strength-
en the organisation at the
grassroots level.” 

The party had been run-
ning without any grass-
roots workers since May
2014 in the state. After a
rout in the Lok Sabha
elections, when the party
won only the Rohtak Lok
Sabha seat, the then Con-
gress president, Ashok

Tanwar, dissolved all the
district and block com-
mittees. 

Then, in 2025, after an
11-year gap, it released a
list of 32 district presi-
dents, with many districts
having multiple presi-
dents. That list also had
just one woman.  

The absence of grass-
roots organisation impact-
ed the party in both the
Assembly and Lok Sabha
elections. 

“The names have been
finalised after talking to
MLAs, MPs, and those

who contested the Lok
Sabha and assembly polls.
There is complete agree-
ment over these names,”
Singh said. 

On the absence of
women in the block presi-
dents’ list, the leader
said, “The names for 76
blocks are still left. There
is a chance that women
will be appointed. There
is no quota for women as
such for these posts.
Many women leaders are
working at the state and
district level, though.”

Meanwhile, the list of
party block presidents is
heavily dominated by
leaders loyal to former
CM Bhupinder Singh
Hooda. A senior leader,
on condition of anonymi-
ty, said, “Why was there a
12-year wait if block pres-
idents too were to be
appointed at the choice
of top leaders.” 

Cong appointsblock presidents
after 12 years, no women picked

COMPLETE AGREEMENT OVER THE NAMES

❝There is complete agreement over the picks.
The names for 76 block presidents are still
left. There is a chance that women will be
appointed. Many women leaders are working
at the state and district level.❞
— Rao Narender Singh, HARYANA CONGRESS PRESIDENT
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Kurukshetra, June 17
With back-to-back General
House meetings being can-
celled due to a lack of quorum,
the Haryana Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee
(HSGMC) president Jagdish
Singh Jhinda criticised the
dissenting members and
sought their resignations.

Accusing the dissenting
group of disturbing the func-
tioning of the committee for
vested interests, Jhinda said
“Without getting the budget
passed, the development
works and various other proj-
ects related to health care and
education cannot be started.” 

“At present, the smooth func-
tioning of the Miri Piri Hospital
is one of the major concerns for
the committee but due to some
members, the functioning of
the HSGMC has come to a
standstill,” he added.

In the 49-member House, 33
are required to complete the quo-
rum. In the executive body of 11
members, the figure needed for
the quorum is eight.  As per the
president, only 32 members

reached the head office in
Kurukshetra for the House
meeting on June 16. Mean-
while, the dissenting mem-
bers, led by co-opted member
Baljit Singh Daduwal, had
gathered at Gurdwara Nada
Sahib. “The sole purpose of the
House meeting on June 16 was
to remove four executive body
members opposing the
HSGMC president’s dictatorial
actions. He has failed to hold the
General House and executive
body meetings and pass the
budget. He should resign on
moral grounds,” Daduwal said. 

As both groups continue to
be at loggerheads, the func-
tioning of the Miri Piri Hospi-
tal is set to be affected.
Recently, the hospital’s con-
sultant specialists took a one-
day mass leave to mark their
resentment over pending
salaries. They again met on
Wednesday and, according to
sources, a call for a strike on
Friday was likely.

HSGMC leadership at
loggerheads, Miri Piri
Hospital  to face brunt 

Salaries delayed as no
House meetings held
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Gurugram, June 17
The groundwater around the
Bandhwari landfill site has
been rendered unfit for
human and animal consump-
tion, with every single water
and leachate sample collected
over the past 12 months failing
laboratory tests — a damning
indictment of years of regula-
tory non-compliance by the
Municipal Corporation (MC).
The civic body has now drawn
prosecution cases, mounting
fines and National Green Tri-
bunal intervention.

The Haryana State Pollution
Control Board has imposed a
compensation of Rs 6.3 crore
on the MC for violations at the
Bandhwari landfill site since
April 2020, at the rate of Rs 10
lakh per month, in compli-
ance with NGT orders. Of this,
the MCG has deposited only
Rs 2.8 crore, leaving Rs 3.5
crore unpaid.

Under Pollution Control
Board norms, a technical team
collects water and leachate
samples every month from the
landfill site, surrounding tube-
wells and borewells, and sends
them to a government labora-
tory for testing. All 80-plus
samples collected over the
past year have failed on every
parameter — with chemical
compounds and heavy metals
found at several times the per-
missible limit.

Scientific studies have con-
firmed that contaminants

from the landfill site have
made their way into the
groundwater of surrounding
areas, with parameters includ-
ing total dissolved solids, total
hardness, chemical oxygen
demand and heavy metals
including cadmium and lead
exceeding both Bureau of
Indian Standards and World
Health Organisation limits —
despite the quartzite geologi-
cal setup and deep aquifer
structure of the area.

The NGT has flagged that no
arrangements for proper
leachate treatment existed at
the site, and that leachate was
instead being released into
manholes leading to public
sewers without testing, in vio-
lation of Environmental Pro-
tection Rules. The MC had
claimed the landfill generates
around 200 kilolitres of
leachate per day, but data from
the Behrampur sewage treat-
ment plant showed only 125.2
kilolitres was received in June

2025 — raising concerns over
the unaccounted volume.

Environmentalists allege
that toxic leachate was being
dumped openly into the
Aravalli forests, not only
threatening wildlife but also
percolating into the water
table. Residents of Bandhwari,
Gwalpahari and Mangar have
reported a sharp rise in cases
of cancer, skin diseases and
gastrointestinal illness. 

Urban Local Bodies Minister
Vipul Goel said the govern-
ment would review all reports
related to the Bandhwari site
and that agencies contracted
for the work would be
penalised for non-perform-
ance. A senior official of the
Haryana State Pollution Con-
trol Board said leachate dis-
posal at Bandhwari was being
carried out as per norms. 

Executive Engineer Sandeep
Singh Sihag maintained that
leachate was being disposed of
in compliance with rules.

80 failed samples, ~6.3-cr
fine: G’gram landfill poisons 
Aravalli groundwater

Lack of  leachate treatment facility flagged by NGT

The landfill generates around 200 kilolitres of leachate per day. FILE
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Karnal, July17
With paddy transplantation
commencing on June 15, vast
stretches of farmland lying
vacant after the wheat harvest
are turning green again. Farm-
ers have already prepared
nurseries of different paddy
varieties and labourers can be
seen transplanting saplings
into the fields. 

The state government has
set a target of bringing around
15.6 lakh hectares under pad-
dy cultivation this season. 

Karnal has been assigned
the highest target of 1.85 lakh
hectares, followed by Kaithal
and Jind at 1.65 lakh hectares
and 1.5 lakh hectares, respec-
tively. Other major paddy-
growing districts include Sir-
sa, Fatehabad, Kurukshetra
and Hisar, the Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Department
data showed.

Agricultural experts esti-

mate nearly 50 per cent of the
area to be covered under par-
mal (PR) varieties, which are
procured by the government
on MSP, and the remaining 50
per cent under basmati vari-
eties, which are procured by
the private traders for export
and local sale.

Farmers are showing prefer-
ence for parmal varieties such
as PR-114, PR-126 and PR-131,
along with hybrid varieties
including PR-7501 and PR-
2222. Among basmati vari-
eties, Pusa Basmati-1509,
Pusa-1121, Pusa-1718 and
Pusa-1692 are witnessing sig-
nificant demand. 

“I have started transplanta-
tion of PR-114 on around 10
acres of land, while remaining
around 15 acres will be cov-
ered with Basmati variety
PUSA-1509. The weather has
been favourable, and if there’s
rain, it will help with irriga-
tion,” said Yashbir, a farmer.

Meanwhile, officials of the

Agriculture and Farmers Wel-
fare Department, along with
scientists from various ICAR
institutions, are visiting vil-
lages to educate farmers on
crop management practices,
judicious use of fertilisers and
organic manures and water
conservation techniques.

Vikas, another farmer who
has transplanted around 10
acres with Basmati variety
1509, said, “The agriculture
department is guiding us reg-
ularly. We are also focusing on
balanced use of fertilisers and
water to reduce costs and
improve productivity.” 

Deputy Director Agricul-
ture Dr Wazir Singh said field
staff and technical experts
have been deployed to assist
farmers. “SDOs, Block Agri-
culture Officers, Agriculture
Development Officers and
technical experts are regular-
ly visiting villages to provide
all possible assistance to
farmers,” he added.

Paddy transplantation picks up
pace, expert teams assist farmers 
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I੭੦ਯ੍੍" ੋੀਝਙ" I੭Iੋਝ੨ੈੂੀਂਙ" ੍ਹ੍
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Iਭੱੀਂ" Iਭ" ੰਛ੍ਲ੨੮ " ਭ੦ਹ੍ਾੀ" ੭ਜ੍੪I " Iੋਜ੍ੇਹ੍
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Iਗ਼੪ੀਂ"I੨ੱੀਂ"ੰੀ"ੇੀਂਙ"ਠੰ"ਠIਗ਼੨"ਠੰ ਹੋ੍
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Iੋੱੀਂਤ਼ ਹ੍" ੍ ਢ਼" ੰ੦੨Iਗ਼ੇ" ੍ਯ੨" ਭੀ੨ੇ੍
ੰਸੀਂਞਝ"IਯਝI"I  ੀ"ਯੁ੨ੌਂ"ਆ਼  ਛ੍ੈ"ੰੀਂIੱੜ
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