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VB-GRAM G scheme launch  
in Kadapa village tomorrow
S  N A G A R A J A  R A O  @ Kadapa

THE Union Government’s new ru-
ral employment programme, Viksit 
Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and 
Ajeevika Mission (Grameen) (VB-G 
Ram G) will officially replace the 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme 
(MGNREGS) from July 1.

The scheme will be launched at 
Mukkavaripalle village in Obula-
varipalle mandal of  Railway Kodur 
constituency in the erstwhile Ka-
dapa district on July 2 in the pres-
ence of  Union Minister for Rural 
Development Shivraj Singh Chou-
han, Andhra Pradesh Chief  Minis-
ter N Chandrababu Naidu, and Dep-
uty Chief  Minister K Pawan 
Kalyan.

Interestingly, Andhra Pradesh is 
once again hosting the launch of  a 
landmark rural employment pro-
gramme. MGNREGS was inaugu-
rated on February 2, 2006, at Band-
lapalli village in Anantapur district 
by then Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh, UPA Chairperson Sonia Gan-
dhi, Union Rural Development Min-
ister Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, 
and the late Chief  Minister YS Ra-
jasekhara Reddy. 

Although different political par-
ties are in power at the Centre and 
in the State now, Andhra Pradesh 

has once again been chosen as the 
launch venue for the revamped ru-
ral employment programme.

The new VB-G Ram G scheme to 
replace MGNREGS scheme has 
been introduced with the objective 
of  strengthening rural livelihoods 
while preventing distress migration 
by creating employment opportuni-
ties within villages. 

Unlike MGNREGS, which guar-

anteed up to 100 days of  wage em-
ployment per family annually, the 
new legislation increases the limit 
to 125 days, providing an additional 
25 days of assured employment to 
rural households. 

Under the scheme, wages will be 
paid on a weekly basis, and employ-
ment must be provided within 15 
days of  a worker seeking work. If  

employment is not provided within 
the stipulated period, eligible work-
ers will receive an unemployment 
allowance. The scheme mandates 
transparency in wage payments. 

Face-recognition-based attend-
ance through mobile applications, 
already implemented under MGN-
REGS to curb irregularities, will 
c o n t i n u e  u n d e r  t h e  n e w 
programme. 

To ensure that agricultural opera-
tions are not affected by labour 
shortages during peak farming sea-
sons, the employment programme 
will observe a 60-day crop holiday 
between July and March, coinciding 
with periods of  intensive agricul-
tural activity such as sowing and 
harvesting. The rural employment 
programme has played a major role 
in creating durable community as-
sets across the district. 

However, the funding pattern un-
der the new scheme has undergone 
a significant change. While MGN-
REGS was funded with 90 per cent 
Central assistance and 10% State 
contribution, the VB-G Ram G 
scheme to replace MGNREGS 
scheme will now be financed in a 
60:40 ratio, with the Centre contrib-
uting 60 per cent and the State bear-
ing 40 per cent of  the expenditure, 
increasing the financial burden on 
the State Government.

AP chosen again as the launch venue for the revamped rural job scheme

Assured employment          
for 125 days in a year
Unlike the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme, which 
guaranteed up to 100 days of wage 
employment per family annually, 
VB-G Ram G increases the limit to 
125 days, providing an additional 
25 days of assured employment          
to rural households 

T G  N A I D U  @ Hyderabad

THE Telangana High Court has dis-
missed nine civil miscellaneous sec-
ond appeals filed by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED), affirming an 
order of  the Appellate Tribunal un-
der the Prevention of  Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) that set aside the 
attachment of  properties linked to 
the VANPIC project, subject to the 
furnishing of  indemnity bonds.

A bench of  Justices P Sam Koshy 
and Suddala Chalapathi Rao held 
that the ED had failed to produce 
any additional material or legal 
grounds warranting interference 
with the Tribunal’s order dated July 
26, 2019. The bench observed that ju-
dicial propriety required it to follow 
earlier division bench rulings in-
volving identical facts arising from 
the same common Tribunal order.

The case arises from the VANPIC 
Ports and Industrial Corridor 
Project, a government-to-govern-
ment initiative between the Andhra 
Pradesh government and the gov-
ernment of  Ras al Khaimah. Follow-
ing a CBI probe into alleged quid 
pro quo investments involving 
former Andhra Pradesh chief  min-
ister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy, the ED 
registered a money laundering case 

and provisionally attached more 
than 13,000 acres forming part of  
the project.

The Appellate Tribunal had part-
ly allowed appeals filed by the af-
fected entities, directing them to 
furnish indemnity bonds to safe-
guard the ED’s interests while or-
dering the release of  the attached 
properties. Challenging that deci-
sion, the ED argued that the Tribu-
nal had ignored material evidence, 
passed a non-speaking order.

Rejecting the ED’s contentions, 
the High Court noted that earlier di-
vision benches had already upheld 
the Tribunal’s findings in connected 
VANPIC matters, including defi-
ciencies in attachment proceedings 
and non-compliance with the man-
datory “reason to believe” require-
ment under Section 5 of  the PMLA.

HC dismisses ED pleas in 
VANPIC attachment case

Dalit youth, girl 
found dead; honour 
killing suspected
M O H A M E D  S A L A H U D E E N  B 
@ Mayiladuthurai

A 19-year-old Scheduled Caste youth 
and a 17-year-old girl belonging to 
MBC community were found dead 
under mysterious circumstances in-
side a thatched shed near Sathanku-
di village in Tharangambadi taluk 
of  Mayiladuthurai district on 
Tuesday. 

The deaths triggered protests by 
the youth’s relatives and political 
parties, who alleged that the two are 
victims of  honour killing and the 
case of  suspicious death booked by 
the Poraiyar police must be changed 
to a case of  murder. 

The deceased were identified as M 
Parthiban (19),  a mason of  
Pudupalayam village, and the 17-
year-old girl from Sathankudi vil-
lage who completed Class XII. Police 
said the two were in a relationship, 
and the girl’s family was against it.

Police have registered three sepa-
rate cases. First one under the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes Act based on a complaint 
lodged by Parthiban hours before 
his death, missing case registered 
filed by the girl’s father, and the 
third one on unnatural death.
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INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
File No-B-I-Home-17/2026       Lr. No.- 22230 / Bhubaneswar, the 23rd June,  2026

Invitation for Bids
Bid Iden�fica�on No. CE-Bldg-II-18/2026-27

1. The Chief Engineer, Buildings-II (I/c), Odisha, Bhubaneswar, on behalf 
of Governor of Odisha, invites percentage rate bids in double cover sys-
tem in ONLINE MODE only, for the works, (1) “Construc�on of Court 
Building at Nimapara” & (2) “Construc�on of 36 Nos. of E-Type staff 
Qrs. (Block-I (S+3) and Block-II (S+2)) at Sonepur” as detailed below.

2. Nature of work : Building Works
3. No. of work : 02 Nos.
4. Bid Cost. : `10,000/-
5. Class of Contractor : ‘A’/ Special
6. Availability of Bid Documents in the 

website
: From dt.09.07.2026 to 17.00 

Hours of dt.24.07.2026.
7. Date of Opening of Bid : Dt.27.07.2026 at 11:30 AM.
8. The Bidders have to par�cipate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details 

can be seen from the website: h�ps://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any ad-
dendum / corrigendum / cancella�on of tender can also be seen in the 
said website only

Sd/- Chief Engineer, 
OIPR- 34001/34117/1/26-27/0036 Buildings-II (I/c), Odisha, 

34001/417/2627


