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US missionary 
organisation, 
6 accused face 
UAPA case
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

A case under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act 
has been registered by the 
Kothanur police against six 
individuals and a US-based 
Christian missionary organ-
isation, following a com-
plaint filed by 45-year-old Su-
n i l  Ku m a r  S i n h m a r, 
Assistant Director, Directo-
rate of  Enforcement (ED).  

The FIR has been regis-
tered against Jonathan S 
Rajan, Micah Mark, Ajit 
Varghese Mathai, Varghese 
Chacko, Bablu Kurmi, Su-
preme Joy and the US-
based The Timothy Initia-
tive (TTI).  P7
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Re-register for guarantees, 
CM tells beneficiaries  | P4

Mattannavar: Chinnaiah lying, 
do brain mapping | P6

Assam tightens Aadhaar 
norms to check influx |  P12 
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To pursue sports, kids favour open schooling
B O S K Y  K H A N N A  @ Bengaluru 

THE massive impact of  teen-age 
cricket sensations – 15-year-old Vaib-
hav Sooryavanshi and now-20-year-
old Niki Prasad, former U-19 women’s 
T-20 cricket team captain – on young 
cricketing minds is having a telling 
effect on the education trends in the 
country. An increasing number of  
school and junior college students 
are quitting conventional education 
and joining open schooling – especial-
ly through the National Institute of  
Open Schooling (NIOS) – to devote 

more hours daily to practice and 
sharpen their sports skills. 

R Swaminathan, NIOS Regional
Director confirmed this trend, 
while pointing to a whopping 
120% rise in admissions. “Last 
year, it was 4,600, but this year, 
it has crossed 10,000 so far,” he 
told The New Sunday Express.

What is said to have triggered 
this shift in education trend 
among youngsters is Sooryvanshi’s 
recent statements that he practises 
for about 10 hours daily, facing up to 
600 balls to hone in his batting skills. 

Interactions with several cricket 
coaches at academies and parents of  

aspiring young cricketers revealed 
that this shift to open schooling 

is fully supported by parents 
who are themselves im-
pressed by Sooryavanshi’s 
routine, which would not 
have been possible had he 

been studying in a convention-
al school.

Tripta (name changed) is a 15-year-
old Class 10 student who opted for 
the NIOS and aims to play for India 
in the U-19 like Niki Prasad.  P7

S O O R Y A V A N S H I  I M P A C T

It’s time for the 
Gulf peace deal

Officers among 5 IAF personnel 
killed in transport aircraft crash

(Top, from left to right) Sqn Ldr  Prashant Singh, Flt  Lt 
Shubham Kumar, Sgt Jitendra Sharma, Agniveervayu 
Khemaram Kumawat and Agniveervayu Danish Alam; 

(above) the damaged remains of the aircraft |  PTI 

J A V A R I A  R A N A  &  P R A S A N T A 
M A Z U M D A R  @ New Delhi/ Guwahati 

FIVE Indian Air Force (IAF) 
personnel were killed and one 
was injured when an An-32 
transport aircraft crashed af-
ter landing at the Air Force 
Station in Jorhat, Assam on 
Saturday. The incident took 
place around 10 am at Rowriah 
airbase in Jorhat. The aircraft 
had taken off  from the same 
base for a routine sortie.   

The deceased personnel are 
Squadron Leader Prashant 
Singh, Flight Lieutenant Shub-
ham Kumar, Sergeant Jitendra 
Sharma, Agniveervayu Khe-
maram Kumawat and Ag-
niveervayu Danish Alam. A 
co-pilot survived with injuries. 
A court of  inquiry has been or-
dered to ascertain the cause of  
the accident.

“IAF extends its deepest con-
dolences to the bereaved fami-

lies and stands firmly with 
them in this hour of  grief,” the 
IAF posted on X.  Footage from 
the crash site showed the air-
craft split into two parts.

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh and Assam Chief  Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma 
mourned the loss of  lives.

“Deeply anguished by the 
loss of  five Air Warriors in the 
An-32 accident,” Singh posted 
on social media.

The crash has once again 
drawn attention to the Soviet-
era An-32 fleet, which remains 
one of  IAF’s most important 
transport assets despite being 
in service since the 1980s. With 
airframes now exceeding 40 
years of  service, maintaining 
the fleet has become increas-
ingly challenging, sources said. 
The Russia-Ukraine conflict has 
further disrupted the supply of  
key spares, forcing IAF to pur-
sue indigenous alternatives.

J A Y A N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi and US President Donald 
Trump are set to hold a bilat-
eral meeting on June 17 on the 
sidelines of  the G7 Summit in 
France, with discussions ex-
pected to focus on economic 
growth, supply-chain resil-
ience, artificial intelligence, 
investment partnerships and 
global security challenges.

“This is the 8th consecutive 
G7 Summit to which India has 
been invited. At the G7, India 
will not only speak for itself, 
but it will also give voice to the 
aspirations of  the Global 
South,” Modi said in a state-
ment ahead of  his visit.

The meeting with Trump, 
confirmed by the White House, 
will take place ahead of  a work-
ing lunch involving G7 leaders, 
outreach partners and technol-

Modi-Trump bilateral on G7 
Summit’s sidelines on June 17

Khamenei 
funeral

Funeral 
rituals for 

Khamenei will 
will take 

place between 
July 4 and 9 at 

the holy 
Imam Reza 
Shrine, Iran 

state TV said. 
Iran had very 
early into the 

war said 
funeral of 

Ayatollah will be 
held only after 

the war ends 
| P11

Rubio sticks 
to his guns

India raised with 
US killing of its 

mariners, saying 
“lethal actions 

against 
commercial 

shipping are not 
justified.” but 
Secretary of 
State Marco 
Rubio said 

“violations of US 
blockade won’t 

be tolerated.”

A G E N C I E S  @ Dubai/Islamabad

THE US and Iran could put to 
bed an agreement to end the 
Middle East war within as little 
as 24 hours, with US President 
Donald Trump saying on Satur-
day the deal with Iran would be 
signed on Sunday and that 
Strait of  Hormuz would be 
“open to all” immediately after-
wards. The momentum came in 
spite of  new skirmishes in the 
Strait of  Hormuz on Saturday.
     “The Deal is scheduled to get 
signed tomorrow, and immedi-
ately after it is signed, the Hor-
muz Strait is OPEN TO ALL,” 
he said in a post on Truth So-
cial, signalling what could be a 
major diplomatic breakthrough 
after months of  conflict.

Trump’s comments came 
hours after Pakistan indicated 
that the US and Iran were in 
the final stage of  negotiations 

and that an electronic signing 
ceremony for the agreement 
was scheduled for Sunday. 
However, there is no immedi-
ate comment from Iran.

Iranian foreign ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei, 
however, said the deal was yet 
to be determined, “although it 
will not be on Sunday.” 

The warring parties have re-
leased conflicting information 
about the contents of  the deal. 
Tehran has insisted on its right 
to enrich uranium and main-
tain control over the Strait of  
Hormuz. Earlier Saturday, the 
US said it downed multiple Ira-
nian drones over the Strait of  
Hormuz.

The US military’s Central 
Command posted on X that 
Iran had “launched multiple 
one-way attack drones in an at-
tempt to strike commercial 
ships transiting the Strait”.

ogy executives. A senior US ad-
ministration official said: 
“President Trump will meet 
with G7 leaders to address key 
issues of  shared importance, 
including economic growth 
and development, supply chain 
resilience, illegal immigration, 
and Artificial Intelligence.” 
The engagement comes during 
Trump’s visit to France for the 
summit, where he is also ex-
pected to hold bilateral meet-
ings with French President 
Emmanuel Macron, the Emir 
of  Qatar, the UAE President 
and Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi.

The Modi-Trump meeting 
will be their first in person 
meeting since India’s military 
operation “Operation Sindoor” 
against Pakistan last year, al-
though the White House did 
not provide further details on 
the agenda of  the talks. 

Trump claims accord signing on Sunday, Iran says not yet

Lt Gen Dhiraj Seth is next 
army Chief 

Lt Gen Dhiraj Seth will succeed 
Gen Upendra Dwivedi as the Chief 

of the Army Staff, the defence 
ministry announced on Saturday.  
“The government has appointed 

Seth, presently serving as the 
Vice Chief of the Army Staff, as 

the next Chief of the Army Staff 
with effect from June 30,” the 

ministry said. Lt Gen Seth is 
recognised for his contributions 

to force modernisation. | P11

Group E:  Germany vs Curacao (10:30 
PM); Ivory Coast vs Ecuador (4:30 AM* 
)  Group F:  Netherlands vs Japan (1:30 

AM*);  Sweden vs Tunisia (7:30* AM)
*IST MONDAY MORNING

LIVE ON UNITE8 SPORTS & ZEE5

TODAY'S MATCHES (IST)

Balogun leads US to their biggest WC win
Folarin Balogun scored twice in the US’s three-goal barrage 
before halftime, and the US opened their  first home World Cup 
in 32 years with the biggest win in the event, a 4-1 win over 
Paraguay. In another match, co-hosts Canada salvaged a draw 
against Bosnia and Herzegovina
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              Uncommon achievements 
of Shahista Begum Aarti 
B A S A V A R A J  B H O G A V A T I  @Raichur

S
HAHISTA Begum Aarti, a 
disabled athlete from Jala-
halli in Devadurga taluk, 
Raichur district,  has 
proved that disability is 

not a barrier to achievement 
when there is determination. 
She has become a role model 
for young women by excelling 
at national level in blind crick-
et and football.

Shahista is pursuing her BA 
at Mount Carmel College in 
Bengaluru. She has been inter-
ested in sport from childhood. 
However, visual impairment 
and limited opportunities in 
rural areas were obstacles to 
her ambitions. Yet her drive for 
achievement persisted.

Worried about her future, 
Shahista benefited from a 
camp held for the selection of  
the 2022 blind women’s 
cricket team. She worked 
tirelessly and showcased 
her talent at the camp, earn-
ing a place among the top 14 
players. Through continu-
ous practice and hard work, 
she secured a place in 
the final 11 of  the 
Karnataka team in 
2024, marking a 
significant mile-
stone in her sport-
ing career.

As a B2 catego-
ry player, Sha-
hista found it 
challenging to 
identify the ball, 
catch, and react 
quickly on the field. 
She tur ned this 
w e a k n e s s  i n t o 
strength through 
rigorous training, 
preventing runs at 
crucial moments. 
She gained atten-
tion by effecting 
run-outs and deliv-

ering decisive performances in 
the team’s victories. She has 
represented the Karnataka 
team three times at the nation-
al level and has won the Player 
of  the Match award on several 
occasions.

Shahista made her blind 
football debut in 2022 through 
a friend’s introduction. After 
training, she was selected for 
the national team. She scored a 
goal in the match and won the 
‘Emerging Player’ award. In 
August of  the same year, she 
was appointed captain of  the 
Indian blind football team for 
the series against Japan. How-
ever, she was disqualified due 
to her vision classification. She 
did not accept defeat and re-
turned to the field in 2024 un-
der the All India Blind Football 

Association (AIBFA). She 
scored 11 goals in the 

tournament and won 
the ‘Golden Boot’ 
award. She scored 
seven goals in the 
2025 tournament as 
well, again winning 
the Golden Boot, 

Best Player, and 
Top Scorer 
awards.

Shahista 
said that if  
t h e  s t a t e 
g o v e r n -
ment ap-
points per-
m a n e n t 
c o a ch e s, 

p r o v i d e s 
n e c e s s a r y 
sports facili-
ties, and fi-
nancial as-
sistance, it is 
possible to 
achieve suc-
cess at na-
tional  and 
international 
levels.

Shahista Begum Aarti  being felicitated by gram panchayat members and officials of 
Jalahalli  in Devadurga taluk, Raichur |  EXPRESS

Despite visually challenged, Shahista Begum 
Aarti, a student at Mount Carmel College in 
Bengaluru, has carved out a niche for herself 
in cricket and football at national level

S A P T A R S H I  C  @ Bengaluru

A
FTER 52 gruelling 
days battling sub-zero 
temperatures, deadly 
icefalls,  oxygen-
starved altitudes and 
the unforgiving ter-
rain of  the world’s 
highest mountain, 
Bengaluru’s Profes-

sor Dr Chinmayee Thrishula-
murthy, an ophthalmologist, 
and civil contractor Santosh De-
varajappa stood atop Mount Ev-
erest, turning years of  ambition 
into a historic achievement. 
Their summit of  the 8,849-metre 
peak not only marked a personal 
triumph but also added another 
proud chapter to Karnataka’s 
mountaineering legacy.

Speaking about their expedi-
tion, the two climbers recalled 
moments of  gratitude, emotion 
and fear—from standing on the 
summit and gazing across Tibet 
and the Himalayan giants to 
fighting for survival during the 
descent. The Everest expedition 
lasted 52 days, with the summit 
reached on the 46th day. The 
team returned to Kathmandu on 
the 53rd day and reached Ben-
galuru a day later, nearly a week 
ahead of  schedule.

The climbers spent three 
months training on Karnataka’s 
Kumaraparvatha, carrying Ev-
erest-like loads to build endur-
ance and mental resilience. The 
duo chose the southeast (South 
Col) route from Nepal. Accord-
ing to them the Khumbu Icefall 
was among the most dangerous 
sections due to its constantly 
shifting ice, deep crevasses and 
towering ice formations. Climb-
ers usually cross it at night when 
conditions are more stable. Dur-
ing their first rotation, they wit-
nessed a climber from Pune be-
ing injured by a falling ice block. 
Another hazard was traversing 
beneath the ice serac above the 
“football field”, a section Devar-
ajappa described as the Icefall’s 
most treacherous stretch.

Beyond the Khumbu, another 
formidable challenge was wait-
ing for the climbers- the Lhotse 
Face. The climb from Camp 3 to 
Camp 4 is divided into two sec-
tions—below and above the Yel-
low Band. Below the Yellow 
Band, climbers ascend an ice 
wall with a gradient of  nearly 60 
to 65 degrees for approximately 
1,200 metres. This section is 
physically exhausting even 
while using supplemental oxy-
gen. “Crossing the Yellow Band 
section requires moving on rock 
while wearing crampons, a tech-

nically demanding task that of-
ten slows climbers and creates 
congestion on the route,” Devar-
ajappa explained. After this usu-
ally climbers need to negotiate 
the steep Lhotse Face, and the 
oxygen-starved “Death Zone” at 
Camp 4. “Once you reach Camp 
4, your body is already dying,” 
said Dr Thrishulamurthy. 

The Hillary Step, Everest’s fi-
nal bottleneck, often causes 
long queues near the summit. 
“After the Hillary Step, it is just 
a ridge walk to the summit,” De-
varajappa said. The team had 
planned to leave Camp 4 at 6 
pm, but oxygen logistics and 
equipment shortages delayed 
their departure until 8.30 pm. 
“On Everest, the risk is not only 
yourself. You have no control 
over other people’s behaviour 
on the mountain,” Dr Thrishu-
lamurthy said.

The team reached the Balcony 

at 4.30 am on May 12 and the 
South Summit at 9.30 am. Con-
gestion stretched the final climb 
to nearly two and a half  hours.
They reached the summit around 
noon and descended at 1 pm.

“When I was about 200 metres 
from the summit, an overwhelm-
ing sense of  joy took over. The 
realisation that I was about to 
stand on the highest point on 
Earth was special. I looked to-
wards Tibet, which was very 
clear. I could also see majestic 
peaks such as Lhotse, Makalu 
and Cho Oyu, while Kanchen-
junga was faintly visible in dis-
tance,” Devarajappa said.

“Reaching the summit was 
the culmination of  months of  
preparation and hard work. The 
moment was deeply emotional. 
As I tried to record a message 
for my aunt, tears filled my eyes. 
I was overwhelmed with grati-
tude and touched the summit 

with a profound sense of  accom-
plishment. No photograph can 
truly capture its magnificence,” 
s a i d  t h e  4 5 - y e a r - o l d 
Thrishulamurthy.

“Before attempting Mount Ev-
erest, we undertook a winter ex-
pedition to a 6,000-metre peak to 
test our physical and mental en-
durance. Conducted during the 
winter of  December and Janu-
ary, the expedition was designed 
to simulate the temperatures of  
a summer climb on a 7,000-metre 
mountain. That experience 
boosted our confidence, proving 
that we could withstand severe 
cold and challenging condi-
tions,” said Devarajappa.

Having climbed together be-
fore, the duo understood each 
other’s strengths, weaknesses 
and emotional responses, ena-
bling smooth teamwork and bet-
ter decision-making throughout 
the expedition. “A successful 
partnership is crucial in high-
altitude mountaineering, where 
mindset determines compatibil-
ity,” said Dr Thrishulamurthy.

The climbers credited the 
Karnataka Mountaineering As-
sociation (KMA). “The KMA 
along with its office bearers 
and members, handled admin-
istrative tasks, government co-
ordination and agency-related 
formalities. This helped us to 
focus entirely on training and 
expedition preparation. This is 
also a tribute to KMA for com-
pleting 60 years,” Devarajappa 
acknowledged.

“My Sherpa, Ang Gelu, gave 
me a rebirth,” recalled the 
40-year-old Devarajappa while 
describing a life-threatening 
moment during his descent. 
When his oxygen supply ran out 
at around 8,000 metres, Gelu 
safely guided him to a replace-
ment cylinder. Devarajappa 
credited Gelu’s experience, 
strength and quick decisions for 
saving his life. “It is almost im-
possible to complete the expedi-
tion without Sherpas,” he said.

On the other hand, Dr 
Thrishulamurthy said her sher-
pa, Nima Tashi, is only 24 year 
old. Despite his young age, she 
admired his strength, kindness 
and attention to detail. “A silent 
communication developed be-
tween us based on trust,” she 
said, adding that it allowed him 
to anticipate her needs without 
words, making their journey 
smoother. For Devarajappa and 
Dr Thrishulamurthy, reaching 
the summit was not about con-
quering it, but about persever-
ance, and trust that tested them 
at every step.

02 BENGALURU

Two Bengaluru-based mountaineers 
reach the world’s tallest peak after 

battling sub-zero temperatures, deadly 
icefalls and oxygen-starved altitudes 

over 52 gruelling days

1.  Climbers ascend the steep Lhotse 
Face on fixed ropes, traversing 
toward the Geneva Spur above 
the icy slope 2.  The mountaineers 
perform pooja ceremony at Everest 
Base Camp marking the beginning 
of the climb 3.  Dr Chinmayee 
Thrishulamurthy with her sherpa 
Nima Tashi 4.  Santosh Devarajappa 
with his sherpa Ang Gelu  5. 
Devarajappa and Dr Thrishulamurthy 
pose for a picture at atop Mt Everest 
 |  SPECIAL ARRANGEMNT

FORECAST
Showers late. Overcast

MAX

290C
MIN

220C
Sunrise 05.53 am

Sunset 06.46 pm

Moonrise 04.39 am

Moonset 06.07 pm

ALMANAC TODAY
 Sunday: 14.06.2026  Year: Parabhava  Ayana: Uttharayana

  Ritu: Greeshma  Masa: Adhika Jyeshta  Paksha: Krishna  Tithi: Chaturdasi 11.31 am 
 Nakshatra: Rohini 10.37 am   Moon in Mithuna Rashi   Rahukaala: 04:30 pm to 06:00pm

 Gulikakala: 03:00 pm to 04:30 pm   Yamaganda: 12:00 pm to 01:30 pm WEATHER

1

2

3

4

5

BWCC targets 
1,100 km of 
footpath upgrade
E N S @Bengaluru

BENGALURU West City Corpo-
ration Commissioner Rajendra 
KV on Saturday conducted a 
workshop and review meeting 
with officials on the develop-
ment of  footpaths, systematic 
waste management and the 
‘Suraksha 75’ initiative.

Directing officials to develop 
10 km of  footpaths in each ward, 
the commissioner said the cor-
poration had set a target of  
completing around 1,100 km of  
footpath work across its juris-
diction by executing 2.5 km of  
work every week in each ward.

“The Chief  Engineers and Su-
perintendent Engineers must as-
sign roads to their subordinate 
officials and inspect the works. 
All tasks, including road curb 
construction and footpath re-
pairs, must be executed properly. 
Silt removal operations along 
roadsides should be completed 
using silting equipment and 
tractors. Proper lighting and 
beautification must be ensured 
in underpasses,” Rajendra said.

Discussions were also held 
on ‘Suraksha 75’, a major ini-
tiative of  the Greater Ben-
galuru Authority (GBA) fo-
cused on urban redesign and 
road safety.

No more dumping waste at litterbugs’ doorsteps: BSWML
M O H A M M E D  Y A C O O B  @ Bengaluru

AFTER hitting national head-
lines with ‘Kasa Suriyuva Hab-
ba’, targeting litterbugs by 
dumping auto tipper loads of  
waste at their doorstep and col-
lecting fines a few months back, 
the BSWML has stated that it 
will never resort to such strin-
gent measures against litter-
bugs again and limit itself  to fix-
ing blackspots only. “There was 
an apprehension from bureau-
cratic hierarchy against the ac-
tion, hence we will not dump 
waste at the doorstep of  litter-
bugs,” said Karee Gowda, CEO.

BSWML officials said, there 

were 1,102 Garbage Vulnerable 
Points (GVPs) across the city as 
on Friday. The team comprising 
marshals, solid waste manage-
ment engineers, and health in-
spectors has fixed 1039 GVPs and 
is yet to fix 63 more such places.

“Despite strict measures like 
dumping waste at the doorstep 
and penalties, the residents 
seem to care less for the action 
and turn the cleaned place back 
into GVP again. We have also 
come up with a Dclutter mobile 
application with over 17,000 
downloads across the city to 
send their old and broken fur-
niture like sofa set, chairs, cot 
and pillows. At many street 

corners, junctions and major 
roads, the miscreants are bring-
ing and dumping such items. 
The place then  turns into a 
black spot in no time,” said a 
senior BSWML official. 

In Bengaluru Central City 
Corporation, comprising six 
assembly constituencies, there 
were 200 such blackspots due to 

BSWML mellowing down 
against litterbugs, the corpora-
tion has as on June 12 has 
cleared 190. At Bengaluru East 
City Corporation, with just two 
assembly constituencies, 143 
blackspots were identified, and 
133 were cleared. The Bengalu-
ru North City Corporation, 
with 7 assembly segments, 
found 206 blackspots and 185  
such spots were fixed. At Ben-
galuru South City Corporation, 
with 5-assembly constituen-
cies, 180 blackspots were identi-
fied, and 173 have been fixed. At 
Bengaluru West City Corpora-
tion, 373 such blackspots were 
identified, and 358 were fixed.

Bidadi township project 
has PM’s backing: CM 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

CHIEF Minister DK Shivaku-
mar here on Saturday claimed 
that none other than Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
appreciated the former for his 
idea of  creation of  townships 
to decongest big cities like 
Bengaluru.

Shivakumar, who returned 
from New Delhi after taking 
part in NITI Aayog’s meeting 
and a meeting with Modi, was 
replying to a query on Union 
Minister HD Kumaraswamy’s 
warning to the state govern-
ment that he will launch a legal 
battle besides protests against 
the Bidadi township project. 

“I wish them (JDS and HDK) 
good luck. We are implement-
ing the townships 
that were initi-
ated by Kumar-
aswamy in the 
past. Yesterday I 
met the Prime 
Minister and the 
PM told me that 
he had developed 
7 to 8 townships 
himself, and said, 
‘DK you are do-

ing a good job, the pressure on 
Bengaluru needs to be reduced.’ 
He (Modi) gave me that advice, 
and keeping that in mind, we 
are proceeding,” he said.

Shivakumar’s predecessor 
Siddaramaiah had been skip-
ping the NITI Aayog meet-
ings in the past.

“Reflecting all of  your senti-
ments, I attended and partici-
pated in the meeting. I have 
conveyed my perspective, and 
they have responded positive-
ly to it. You can check with the 
other state ministers who were 
present, or even those who 
criticise us; they will tell you 
how the Prime Minister ac-
cepted my thoughts, the exam-
ples he cited, and how he 
agreed with what I said,” he 
claimed with a huge smile.

He admitted that he said at 
the meeting that the people of  
Karnataka prospered because 
of  Five Guarantees.

“Look, those who criticised 
our Guarantee Schemes have 
ultimately replicated them 

across the entire nation 
now,” he said, add-

ing that it makes 
Karnataka proud 
to feel about it.

C I T Y  E X P A N S I O N

RAIN WRATH
An uprooted tree blocks part of a road in BTM Layout following heavy rain in 

Bengaluru on Saturday |  VINOD KUMAR T

TENDERS INVITED FOR `200CR BI-RIDE 
SUBURBAN RAIL DEPOT PROJECT
BENGALURU: The Bengaluru Integrated Rail Infrastructure 
Development Enterprise (Bi-RIDE) executing the Bengaluru 
Suburban Rail Project (BSRP) has invited bids for the 
construction of the Soladevanahalli Train Maintenance Depot, a 
key facility for the project. The depot, estimated to cost Rs 
200.03 crore excluding GST, is expected to become the 
operational hub for the city’s upcoming suburban railway 
network. Bi-RIDE said, bids for the project can be submitted 
until August 12, 2026. The tender follows the work order issued 
on May 6 for the procurement of 153 coaches from the Integral 
Coach Factory, Chennai, for suburban rail operations. Planned 
near Chikkabanavara suburban railway station, the depot will 
handle operation and maintenance activities for trains running 
on Corridors 2 and 4. Bi-RIDE has already acquired 26 acres of 
private land required for the facility. 
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

THE white Lamborghini 
linked to Ricky Rai, son of  
late reformed underworld 
don Muthappa Rai, has 
once again come under the 
scanner after a video show-
ing the vehicle overspeed-
ing on International Air-
port Road went viral.

The video, which also ap-
pears to show flames shoot-
ing from the car’s exhaust, 
has raised suspicions of  
overspeeding. Officials are 
also examining whether 
the vehicle was modified in 
violation of  Transport De-
partment regulations. How-
ever, it is unclear if  Ricky 
was behind the wheel.

The video surfaced on 
Saturday, prompting the ju-
risdictional Devanahalli 
traffic police to review 
CCTV footage from the 
area and examine footage 
from surveillance cameras 
installed along the stretch.

The incident comes 
months after the same 
Lamborghini was spotted 
performing doughnuts 
near Anil Kumble Circle on 
MG Road on March 21. 

Ricky Rai’s 
Lambo taped 
overspeeding 

 E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE High Court of  Karnataka 
has dismissed a public inter-
est litigation (PIL) filed by 
Karnataka Veterinary Asso-
ciation and three others chal-
lenging the state government’s 
January 8 order transferring 
four acres of  land of  Karna-
taka Veterinary Animal and 
Fisheries Science University 
(KVAFSU) on the campus of  
the veterinary college at Heb-
bal to build residential quar-
ters for HC judges and another 

three acres to build a super 
speciality hospital.

 “This is a policy decision of  
the government for transfer of  
4+3 acres... It is well settled 
that policy decisions cannot 
be challenged in the absence 
of  arbitrariness, procedural 
impropriety, perversity so as 
to shock the conscience of  the 
public and blatant derogation 
of  the governing provisions. 
So, we do not find that the allot-
ment of  4 acres of  land which 
is adjacent to Nyayagrama 
(existing residential quarters 
for judges) in any manner will 

impede or is against the public 
interest, but it is in further-
ance of  the larger public inter-
est to ensure the independence 
of  the judiciary which is the 
basic foundation of  the Con-
stitution,” said a division 
bench of  Justice DK Singh 
and Justice TM Nadaf  in the 
verdict delivered on June 12.

The court said that when the 
college has excess land (317 
acres), then three acres allotted 
to construct the hospital for the 
general public cannot be termed 
against public interest. 

The counsel representing 

the HC submitted that the 
court now has only 48 judges 
as against the sanctioned 
strength of  62. Government ac-
commodation has been provid-
ed to 19 judges, including the 
CJ. Eleven judges reside in 
their houses, 12 in rented hous-
es, one in a guest house, two 
judges are stationed in Dhar-
wad and one in Kalaburagi.

Two quarters on Sankey 
Road remain unoccupied be-
cause of  repair work. At least 
30 more residences are re-
quired for the HC judges, the 
counsel said.

HC junks PIL against land for judges’ quarters

8 KILLED IN SIX SEPARATE ACCIDENTS IN BENGALURU
Biker hit by  

lorry dies  

K 
Jayaprakash, 25, a na-
tive of  Dharmavaram 
in Andhra Pradesh, 
died after the two-

wheeler on which he was 
going along with his friend 
was hit by a container 
lorry. 

The incident happened at 
the Rani Cross in Devana-
halli on the coutskirts of  
Bengaluru on Friday night. 

The pillion 
rider sus-
tained in-
juries and 
is undergo-
i n g 
treatment.

The vic-
tim was returning to his 
house in Devanahalli from 
Electronics City. The driv-
er of  the lorry, who was 
overspeeding, hit the two-
wheeler, killing the driver 
on the spot.

The Devanahalli traf-
f i c  p o l i c e  h ave  r e g i s -
tered a case.

I
N a heart-wrenching accident, a 
three-year-old boy was killed, and 
his 25-year-old mother was criti-
cally injured after the two-wheeler 

she was riding rammed a goods auto 
from behind near MRPL petrol bunk 
on the Attibele-Sarjapur Road be-
tween 10.45am and 11am on Wednes-
day. While the boy has been identi-
fied as Iza Adil, his mother is 
Shaheeba.

“Adil was a pre-school student near 
Bidaraguppe. Shaheeba had gone on 
a two-wheeler which belonged to her 
neighbour. The driver of  the goods 
auto took a sudden turn towards the 
petrol bunk. The woman and her son 
were coming from the Attibele side 
on the Sarjapura Road. The duo sus-
tained severe head injuries. Adil was 
standing in front of  the scooter. Both 
of  them were rushed to a hospital 
near Sompura Gate, where Adil suc-
cumbed to injuries around 11.35 am,” 
the police said.

The family hailed from Mal-
lapuram in Kerala. Shaheeba’s 
20-year-old brother Mohammed 
Shiban has filed a police complaint 
against the goods auto driver.

3-yr-old boy 
killed in Sarjapur 

Mercedes crash kills 2 on 
Chennai Expressway

T
WO people, including a 28-year-old woman trav-
elling in a Mercedes-Benz car, died after the 
person driving the car crashed into the con-
crete side wall of  the Bengaluru-Chennai Ex-

pressway near the Dodda Hulluru bridge at 12.45 
am on Saturday. 

The woman, identified as Shajia, was a resident of  Ba-
naswadi and died on the spot. The body of  Rizwan, the 

driver, was found in a water body 
below the bridge. The police sus-
pect that in the impact of  the 
crash, Rizwan must have been 
thrown out of  the car and died 
after falling almost 20 feet from 
the bridge.

Shajia, an employee at a pri-
vate firm, is said to have gone on 
a long drive with Rizwan, a sec-
ond-hand car dealer. The duo 
was returning home after hav-
ing dinner at a hotel in Hosako-
te. Immediately after the acci-
dent, only Shajia’s body was 
found. Since Rizwan was miss-
ing, it was suspected that he was 
on the run after the accident. 
However, his body was recov-
ered later.  The impact of  the ac-

cident was so severe that the front portion of  the car 
was completely damaged.  

2 nursing students  
among 3 dead

I
n Kengeri traffic police limits, three persons, 
including two nursing students, have died in 
separate accidents.
The nursing students are Atul Sibi, 22, from 

Kannur and Gauri Shankar, 22, from Ernaku-
lam. They were final year students in a private 
medical college on Uttarahalli Road and were 
staying in a paying guest accommodation near 
their college. The duo died after their two-wheel-
er crashed into a road median near the RR Den-
tal College at Challaghatta on Mysuru Road at 

2am on Saturday. The impact 
was so severe that both of  them, 
who were not wearing helmets, 
died on the spot due to severe 
head injuries. Gauri Shankar 
was riding the two-wheeler.

In another accident, 45-year-
old Sukhdev, a carpenter by 
profession, was killed while six 

others sustained injuries at Mylasandra Gate on 
Mysuru Road at 6.45am on Saturday. Sukhdev, 
along with three others, was travelling in a car. 
The car driver, who was overspeeding, lost con-
trol and hit two bikes. In the impact, the car top-
pled, and Sukhdev fell out of  the car. The car 
then landed on him, crushing him to death. 
Three two-wheeler riders and three others in the 
car have sustained injuries. The car was going 
towards Mysuru from the city.

Bus runs over biker 
avoiding pothole 

I
n a horrific accident, 42-year-old Kan-
tha, a resident of  Nallurahalli who 
was on her way to drop her daughter 
Neha to college on a two-wheeler, died 

in front of  the latter after she was run 
over by a school bus. 

The incident happened near Meen-
akshi Layout in Siddapura around 7.45 
am on Saturday when the victim was 

riding towards 
the Marathahalli 
s i d e  f r o m 
Varthur. 

It is said that 
heavy rains on 
F r i d ay  n i g h t 
had left the pot-
h o l e - r i d d e n 
s t r e t c h 
waterlogged. 

Kantha, while trying to avoid the 
pothole, skidded and fell down along 
with her daughter. The bus, which 
was coming from behind, ran over 
her. The woman was rushed to a 
nearby hospital where she was de-
clared dead on arrival.

The Whitefield traffic police have 
registered a case and are further 
investigating.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE four girls’ hostels in Man-
dya town under the Social Wel-
fare Department are found lack-
ing basic infrastructure; torn 
beds, no bedspreads, pillows, 
blankets or hot water for drink-
ing and bathing. There are no 
computer labs, libraries and 
books to prepare for competitive 
examinations. Food is not being 
supplied as per the chart, and 
what gets served lacks quality. 
The windows lack mesh and  the 
stinking toilets have broken 
doors. Two of  the four hostels 
are unfit for human habitation. 
In all four hostels, the sanitary 
pads are not distributed since 
the last two months. 

Upa Lokayukta Justice B 
Veerappa paid a surprise visit 
and discovered these issues 
when while he was camping in 
Mandya to hear grievances of  
the public in May end. 

Taking suo motu cognisance, 
he registered four separate com-
plaints against the warden, as-
sistant director, deputy director 
of  social welfare department, 
THO, tahsildar and assistant 
commissioner, and directed 
them to take corrective meas-
ures immediately and shift the 
two of  those hostels to better 
buildings with good facilities. 
The Upa Lokayukta interacted 
with students and advised them 
to study well, be honest and 
bring good laurels to the parents 

and the country. 
Justice Veerappa directed the 

authorities to provide nutritious 
food, make arrangement for con-
sultation with female doctor at 
the hostels for health check-up 
at least once a month. He also 
directed them to furnish the de-
tails pertaining to the last two 
years including how many stu-
dents were admitted, pass per-
centage of  result in all the 
hostels. 

In Dr BR Ambedkar Pre-Metric 
Girls Hostel, a total of  144 post-
graduate students are accommo-
dated as against the sanctioned 
strength of  100. Only one 1,000 ltr 
capacity solar unit is provided for 
144 students. More particularly, 
the inmates complained that 
there is a stray dog menace 
around the hostel and no street 
lights infront of  the hostel. 

The situation is worsen in the 
fate of  Maharshi Valmiki ST 

Government Post-Metric Girls 
Hostel as it is housed in the rent-
ed building with three floors 
which is not sufficient to accom-
modate 97 students. Mainly, 
there is no proper ventilation for 
air and light which is essential 
to the living atmosphere for hu-
man beings and hence it is unfit 
to be lived. 

Diluted milk and diarrhea:
Dr BR Ambedkar Post-Metric 
Girls Hostel in Mandya Town is 
being run in a rented building 
with three floors, with no proper 
ventilation and light. The stu-
dents complained to Upa Lokay-
ukta that atleast once in six 
months they are suffering from 
diarrhea. They also said, ‘a 
bucket of  water is added for one 
litre milk’. The students alleged 
that a woman called Kavitha 
was visiting the hostel everyday 
to forge the attendance. 

UPA LOKAYUKTA: 4 MANDYA GIRLS’  
HOSTELS IN PATHETIC CONDITION

Upa Lokayukta Justice B Veerappa interacts with students at Social Welfare 
Department hostel in Mandya during his surprise visit  |  EXPRESS

Two children drowned in an agricultural pond at Thogarighatta village in Doddaballapura 
Rural police limits on Saturday. The deceased,  Dhanush (4) and Daksha (11), were playing 
near the pond when they accidentally slipped, fell into the water and drowned. A case has 
been registered against the landowner, Gurumurthy, in connection with the incident
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BJP National General Secretary Radha Mohandas Agarwal, who is also party 
in-charge for Karnataka, said that the Central leadership will take a decision 
on taking back leaders, including KS Eshwarappa and Basanagouda Patil 
Yatnal, who have been expelled from the party

“S
hould I be Chief  
Minister for only 
two years? With 
your blessings, I 
have to again win 
the 2028 (assem-

bly polls). We all need to 
work together….”  

On any other day, it would 
have sounded like political 
rhetoric to galvanise work-
ers ahead of  the elections. 
However, Chief  Minister DK 
Shivakumar’s statement 
during one of  his thanksgiv-
ing rallies in the Kanakapu-
ra assembly segment is far 
more than mere grandiosity. 
It has a subtle yet striking 
message for his party lead-
ers, the Vokkaliga commu-
nity, and the bureaucracy.

In the last few days, the 
new CM has given a clear in-
dication of  his style of  func-
tioning, the course he wants 
to chart for the administra-
tion, and his political ambi-
tions. Going by the speed 
and assertiveness with 
which Shivakumar has 
opened his new innings, it 
appears that he wants to 
make it clear that his eleva-
tion to the top post is not a 
stopgap arrangement for 
only two years. He will make 
all-out efforts to use his 
short tenure to lay the foun-
dation for the full term after 
the 2028 polls, although it is 
not easy to buck anti-incum-
bency. And the trend speaks 
for itself  – no incumbent 
government has returned to 
power in the state since 
1985.

By talking about the 2028 
assembly polls in his first 
week in office, that too, even 
before the portfolio alloca-
tion issues are fully sorted 
out, and with the greater 
challenge of  ministry ex-
pansion yet to loom, the CM 
appears to be sending a mes-
sage to his political detrac-
tors within the party and 
colleagues in the cabinet to 
fall in line and align with 
his vision as he is here to 
stay. His approach may help 
preempt the emergence of  
multiple power centres 
within the party, which 
could dent the government’s 
image and impact the 
administration.

It is too early to say how 
the situation pans out over 
the next few months. But for 
now, it appears that the par-
ty high command is in sync 
with Shivakumar’s Mission 
2028, an actionable goal that 
helps strengthen the organi-
sation to take on the BJP-
JDS combine, which will be 
looking to capitalise on any 

missteps by the government 
and the ruling party. Going 
forward, especially after the 
full cabinet expansion, han-
dling internal dynamics in 
the party could be trickier 
than the external challeng-
es. The sulking of  ministers 
over portfolio allocations re-
veals early indications of  it. 
Full backing from the party 
leadership could prove 
crucial.

Also, the talk of  the next 
elections is a message to the 
Vokkaliga community. The 
party has made a Vokkaliga 
leader the CM, and he would 
be running for the top post 
again. In the 2023 polls, the 
dominant community in the 
Old Mysuru region backed 
Shivakumar, then state Con-
gress president, as it per-
ceived him as a potential CM 
candidate. The community’s 
continued support would be 
pivotal to Shivakumar to as-
sert his authority within the 
party. The JDS has a signifi-
cant presence in the region, 
and its top leaders, former 
PM HD Deve Gowda and Un-
ion Minister HD Kumaras-
wamy, would make every ef-
fort to retain their base.  
With Shivakumar’s eleva-
tion to the top post and his 
long-term political ambi-
tions, the regional party fac-
es an existential crisis. Re-
cently, the CM openly invited 
the JDS workers to the party. 
As expected, it did not go 
well with the regional party. 
As the state inches closer to 
the elections, both sides are 
likely to pull out all the stops 
to win over the community’s 
support.

For the bureaucracy, the 
message seems simple and 
direct: not to take things 
lightly or be under the im-
pression that this govern-
ment’s tenure is short and 
the election session will kick 
in towards the end of  next 
year. In his first meeting af-
ter taking over as the CM, 
Shivakumar directed senior 
officers to prepare an action 
plan within 15 days. Unlike 
Siddaramaiah, whose ten-
ure marked a confrontation-
al approach with the Union 
Government, Shivakumar 
appears keen on maintain-
ing cordial relations with 
the Centre to push for the 
state’s projects. He is look-
ing for tangible outcomes to 
prove his leadership and 
burnish his report card.

In politics, announcing 
one’s long-term strategy 
comes with its own set of  
drawbacks, as it ruffles 
feathers of  those within the 
par ty.  However,  given 
Shivakumar’s tenacity to 
fight the difficult battles, 
his  detractors  within 
the party or those in opposi-
tion would do well not to 
overlook his ambitions for 
2028, and after.
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  DKS sets his sights 
on 2028; smooths 

the way ahead

RE-REGISTER FOR GUARANTEES, CM DKS 
TELLS BENEFICIARIES TO CUT BURDEN
`100 crore Gruha Lakshmi scheme money being drawn even after original beneficiaries dead, says Shivakumar 

D E V A R A J  B  H I R E H A L L I  @Bengaluru

IN a major decision, Karnataka 
Chief  Minister DK Shivaku-
mar, who also holds the finance 
portfolio and seems keen on 
streamlining the five guaran-
tees, declared here on Saturday 
that the beneficiaries of   
guarantees have to submit  
applications again to continue 
to avail benefits.

This is to remove fictitious 
beneficiaries and ensure that 
the freebies reach only genuine 
people. The move is expected to 
save a large amount of  money 
to the state exchequer. Shivaku-
mar, even as deputy chief  min-
ister, had been campaigning for 
streamlining the guarantees as 
some of  the beneficiaries are 
from well-to-do families.

On Saturday, he announced 
the decision after a seven-hour-
long review meeting with all 
deputy commissioners, super-
intendents of  police, CEOs  
of  zil la panchayats and  
secretariat-level officers at Vid-
hana Soudha.

Citing an investigation con-
ducted in parts of  the state, Shi-
vakumar noted that around Rs 
100 crore of  Gruha Lakshmi 
money has been drawn by peo-
ple even after beneficiaries 
were deceased. In Bagalkot and 
Davanagere, money is deposit-

ed into someone else’s account, 
while original beneficiaries 
have no clue, he said.

“Beneficiaries will have to 
re-submit applications. We are 
not going to stop the schemes to 
anyone, but they must provide 
accurate information. We need 

to know which bank they are 
drawing it from, whether it is 
going to a Karnataka bank, 
whether the money is moving 
to another state, or whether 
that money is being diverted to 
Ponzi schemes, bribes, loan re-
payments, or other suspicious 

transactions. We need all this 
information as we are provid-
ing the Gruha Lakshmi scheme 
to give them financial strength 
so they can survive and sustain 
their families,” he stated.

Even for Gruha Jyothi, where 
up to 200 units of  power is giv-
en free to every household, ben-
eficiaries must submit applica-
tions, he added. Beneficiaries 
are 1,64,000 households, but 
some families have 5, 6, or 7 me-
ters. “We need to verify if  they 
are living there themselves or 
if  someone else is. Are they 
from Karnataka? What is their 
setup? We need to gather infor-
mation on all this, and we must 
issue identity slips to them. 
Right now, we are just giving a 
small slip — a zero bill. There 
shouldn’t be an issue in issuing 
a card,” he said.

He clarified that Gruha Jyo-
thi is meant for residences and 
not businesses. “The cost of  
power is rising by the day and 
the tariff  is reaching Rs 10, Rs 
12, or Rs 13. We are also pur-
chasing it at Rs 7, Rs 8 or Rs 9 
per unit. We must ensure the 
scheme reaches those who gen-
uinely deserve it. We will start 
inviting applications within a 
few days. I have instructed DCs, 
CEOs and officers, along with 
our Guarantee Committee 
members, to coordinate and fa-

cilitate this,” he said.
Officials should reach out to

beneficiaries and ensure the 
meter readers’ visit them. “Pan-
chayat officers, PDOs and eve-
ryone else should get these ap-
plications delivered, entered 
and documented with a photo. 
If  people don’t have a photo, we 
will take a photo ourselves and 
paste it,” he elaborated.

The meeting was also attend-
ed by ministers KJ George, MB 
Patil, Krishna Byre Gowda, Dr 
Sharan Prakash Patil, KH Mu-
niyappa, Eshwar Khandre, UT 
Khader, Priyank Kharge, Ram-
alinga Reddy, Chief  Secretary 
Dr Shalini Rajneesh and CM’s 
financial advisor LK Atheik.

Though Shivakumar did not 
talk about streamlining the 
other three guarantees - Shakti, 
Annabhagya and Yuva Nidhi, 
they too will see a reduced 
number of  beneficiaries, offi-
cial sources said. Even when 
Siddaramaiah was chief  minis-
ter, ruling party legislators had 
sought streamlining of  the 
guarantees as the money saved 
could be used for other develop-
ment works.  

The Congress government 
which has earmarked about  
Rs 51,000 crore annually for  
the guarantees has spent 
around Rs 1,21,598 crore  
since June 2023.

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar chairs a meeting on the reoprning of schools in 
Vidhana Soudha on Saturday |  EXPRESS

Beneficiaries will have to re-submit applications. We are not going to 
stop the schemes to anyone, but they must provide accurate 
information. We need to know which bank they are drawing it from, 
whether it is going to a Karnataka bank, whether the money is moving 
to another state, or whether that money is being diverted to Ponzi   

                    schemes, bribes, loan repayments, or other suspicious transactions

                 —DK Shivakumar, Chief Minister of Karnataka

Declared bankrupt, but MLC Naseer  
unlikely to get disqualified: Horatti  
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

EVEN as Congress MLC Na-
seer Ahmed has been declared 
“bankrupt” by the National 
Company Law T ribunal 
(NCLT), Bengaluru bench,  
he is unlikely to get disquali-
fied from his MLC post.  
Naseer will retire 
on June 30, 2026.

“We are not con-
cerned about him 
being declared 
bankrupt as it is 
his personal issue. 
We cannot initiate 
action suo motu 
unless someone 
lodges an official 
complaint with us. 
Even then, we will 
initiate certain procedures by is-
suing him a notice and giving 
him three days to reply. The 
House is supreme than the 
court,” Karnataka Legislative 
Council Chairman Basavaraj 

Horatti told The New Sunday 
Express. Horatti cited a case of  
a Uttar Pradesh MLA in 1965 in-
sulting the Speaker by saluting 
the latter showing his back. The 
issue reached the President, 
eventually proving that the 
House is supreme.  

Naseer told The New Sunday 
Express that he will challenge 

the NCLT order be-
fore the National 
Company Law Appel-
l a t e  T r i b u n a l 
(NCLAT), Chennai 
bench. He will seek 
the stay against the 
proceedings of  NCLT. 
“I will consult legal 
experts on Sunday to 
discuss in detail and 
decide on Monday,” 
he said.

Naseer was declared bank-
rupt under the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code for allegedly 
failing to repay Rs 1,454 crore 
outstanding loan of  his erst-
while company Scotts Gar-

ments Limited, Bengaluru,
which is now liquidated.

NCLT has appointed Insol-
vency Professional Ravindra 
Beleyur as Bankruptcy Trus-
tee under Section 125 of  the 
IBC to take custody of  all the 
assets/estates of  Naseer, his 
wife Nuzhat Aisha Naseer and 
son Awaiz Ahmed, as they are 
guarantors against the loan. 
Nuzhat and Awaiz were direc-
tors of  the company, while Na-
seer was managing director 
before it was liquidated follow-
ing a liquidation proceedings 
initiated in 2019.

It is said that he may get dis-
qualified as an MLC under Sec-
tion 140 of  the IBC and Article 
191(1)(c) of  the Constitution,
which disqualifies an MLA or 
MLC if  he is an ‘undischarged 
insolvent’.
Naseer was sacked as political 
secretary by then CM Siddara-
maiah for his alleged anti-party 
activities during the Davangere 
South Assembly bypolls.

SEEKING BLESSINGS
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman receives phala mantrakshate from Paryaya Shirur Mutt seer, Sri  Vedavardhana 

Tirtha Sripada, in Udupi on Saturday morning. Sitharaman also visited the Sri  Krishna Mutt, Sri  Anantheshwara Kshetra and Sri 
Chandramouleeshwara Kshetra and offered prayers.The minister also inaugurated a newly built kitchen at the Sri  Krishna Mutt  

Ensure no citizen is 
stripped of voter rights: 
CM to ministers, DCs

S P E C I A L  I N T E N S I V E  R E V I S I O N

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

CHIEF Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Saturday said he in-
structed all district in-charge 
ministers and the deputy com-
missioners to compulsorily 
visit every taluk, guide booth-
level officers (BLOs) and estab-
lish contact with booth-level 
agents (BLAs) of  any political 
party to ensure that people are 
not stripped of  their voting 
rights during the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) -- a nation-
wide exercise by the Election 
Commission of  India to clean 
up electoral lists. 

“Right now, what they (Elec-
tion Commission) call mapping 
is restricted only to officials. 
They might have mapping fig-
ures like 90%, 98%, 97%, 
or 86%, but that doesn’t 
count for us,” he told re-
porters after chairing a 
meeting of  DCs, SPs, 
DFOs and secretariat 
officers at Vidhana 
Soudha. SIR is set to begin 
in Karnataka on June 20.

“If  any voter — including DK 
Shivakumar or any minister 
sitting here — wants to protect 
their vote, they must compulso-
rily fill out enumeration forms 
and applications provided by 
the BLO. Only then will their 
vote be saved. BLOs will visit 
people’s doorsteps three times, 
and if  they find the house 
locked or the person missing, 
they will report it. Otherwise, 
they will put it up on the notice 
board. If  anyone is working 
outside the state their docu-
ments should be collected, their 
signatures obtained and sub-
mitted,” he added.

The CM said he instructed of-
ficials that everyone must be 
given a residential certificate. 
“Whoever does not have a resi-
dential certificate, I have told 

officials to issue it. This is be-
cause if  you don’t have the 
right to vote in the future, it 
will cause problems for the 
heads of  households in receiv-
ing the benefits of  the five guar-
antees, pensions, and other gov-
ernment benefits. If  they don’t 
keep their vote, they won’t get 
any benefits,” he cautioned.

He said under the Corporate 
Social Responsibility policy, ru-
ral schools should be a priority. 
“We must provide quality educa-
tion in villages. We have created 
a design for this, and in future, 
we will ask corporates to adopt 
individual schools,” he said.

Private Employment 
Exchange
Shivakumar said that for the 
first time in India, Karnataka 

will introduce a Private 
Employment Exchange 
for those who want to 
secure employment in 
the private sector. “Lo-
cal youth should get 

more opportunities, and 
we will talk to the compa-

nies about it. We cannot tell 
these companies to hire 100% 
locals because certain techni-
cal hands may have to be 
brought in from outside. For 
others, we will fix a percentage 
after discussion. Those who 
benefit from our state have to 
hire local people. Even if  it is 
not 100%, we will fix a percent-
age after discussing it with 
them,” he said.

Ring roads in all taluks
The CM instructed DCs to for-
mulate a mobility plan so that 
every taluk has a ring road. “We 
may not be able to execute it in 
a single year, but we must mark 
and establish the grid. There 
might be financial challenges or 
other issues. A ring road is com-
pulsory for all taluk and district 
headquarters,” he said.

If my proposal is illegal, say no: CM to babus
CM DK Shivakumar said he instructed officials to say no to any 
proposal that is illegal even if it is proposed by him. He said they 
should work as a watchdog of the government. The officers 
should not bow down to pressures of even ministers, he said. 
“There will be no margin for corruption as we will bring it down to 
zero per cent,” he said, adding that people can file complaints by 
dialling the numbers displayed at all DC offices. Shivakumar set a 
5-6 month deadline to top bureaucrats to adjust to his style of 
functioning and deliver the goods to the people. He instructed 
officials to take steps to set up Bharat Jodo Yuva Sanghas at all 
gram panchayats and they will be given Rs 10 lakh each to 
distribute among the youths to nurture their talent in sports and 
other activities. “It is my brain child and a non-political 
organisation,” he said.

Byre Gowda: I’m awaiting  
clarity before taking charge  
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bengaluru

BENGALURU Development Minister Krishna Byre Gowda 
continues to sulk as he is yet to take charge of  the depart-
ment. Gowda’s portfolio is devoid of  the prominent Bengalu-
ru Development Authority (BDA) and Bengaluru Metropoli-
tan Region Development Authority (BMRDA). Chief  Minister 
DK Shivakumar has retained his hold on BDA and BMRDA.

Breaking his silence for the first time since the row broke 
out, Gowda said that to handle the Bengaluru Development 
portfolio, which is a massive responsibility, structural clar-
ity is required in order to meet the expectations of  the resi-
dents and also the government.  

“Personally, whatever responsibility I take up, there must 
be accountability to it. If  we have to deliver the results that 
the party and the people expect, there needs to be complete 
clarity regarding the portfolio and the responsibilities 
shared,” Gowda told reporters at Vidhana Soudha. 

“I want to state very clearly, there is no dissatisfaction at 
all. However, the CM and the party have entrusted me with 
a very tough responsibility to look after the development of  
Bengaluru. I do not view this simply as power because it is 
a massive responsibility”, he added.

Since he has not taken charge, the minister arrived in a pri-
vate vehicle to attend the meeting of  top bureaucrats chaired 
by Shivakumar. After his recent Delhi visit, where he met Con-
gress high command leaders, Gowda is hopeful of  Chief  Min-
ister DK Shivakumar resolving the issue. He took part in the 
NITI Aayog meeting along with Shivakumar, besides accom-
panying him to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

CENTRE SUPPLIED ONLY 30% OF FERTILISERS TO K’TAKA: KHANDRE
 BENGALURU: Karnataka Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Minister Eshwar Khandre on  

Saturday said it is the responsibility of the Union Government to supply fertilisers to states as per farmers’ 
requirements. Speaking to reporters in Bengaluru, the minister said that the Centre has supplied only 30% of 

the fertilisers required by the state, resulting in a shortage. He urged the Centre to supply fertilisers in full 
quantity to the state without any discrimination. Khandre also said officials have been instructed to take 

stern action against those selling fertilisers at high prices and in black markets. On the portfolio allocation 
issue, Khandre said all portfolios are important, and they are there to serve people. It is their responsibility  

to handle the portfolios honestly and efficiently, he said. The minister said he is satisfied with  
the work he has done as forest and environment minister in the Siddaramaiah cabinet, and he would 

continue to do good work in the RDPR department. ENS
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E   @Bengaluru

POLITICAL cartoonist Sandeep Adhwaryu 
said that no vaccine for the virus is satire 
at the prize distribution ceremony of  the 
Maya Kamath Memorial International Car-
toon Contest on Saturday.

The contest, themed “Gender Justice and 
Women’s Rights”, was held to commemo-
rate the 75th birth anniversary of  noted 
Indian cartoonist Maya Kamath.

Adhwaryu said satirical cartoons have 
the power to provoke the public into think-
ing about politics, unlike some other forms 
of  content that seek to be offensive merely 
for the sake of  virality.

A panel discussion that followed focused 
on the challenges faced by political cartoon-
ists, particularly censorship.

“As far as Maya is concerned, she never 
held back any punches, although objections 
to her work even came from students. 
Whenever it came to minority issues, they 
said it should not be included in her book. 
But divisive art has always existed,” said 
CS Lakshmi, director of  the Sound and Pic-
ture Archives for Research on Women 
(SPARROW).

Speaking about self-censorship and the 
challenges Maya Kamath faced, her daugh-
ter and former journalist Deepa Kamath 
said, “The Emergency, which happened 
when she was young, influenced a whole 
generation of  human beings and journal-
ists. We were trained as a generation to  
stop before we said things aloud. Although 
she grew out of  this, she was always aware 
that there was an editor who would publish 
her work.” 

Despite these concerns, the panel re-
mained optimistic about the role of  car-
toons in reflecting contemporary political 
realities and encouraging critical thought.

Subhani Shaikh received The Barton 
Award, which recognises lifetime achieve-
ment in cartooning. A political cartoonist 
who worked with Deccan Chronicle for 
more than 37 years, he has published over 
35,000 cartoons.

The contest received a record 534 entries, 
with prizes awarded to winners from across 
the world, including Ukraine, Spain, Tur-
key and Iran. The first prize went to Valen-
tin Georgiv of  Bulgaria for his work depict-
ing the courage of  women who challenge 
religious prohibitions.

There is no vaccine 
for the virus that is 
satire: Adhwaryu 

06 BENGALURU

Plans are in pipeline to modernise Bengaluru’s iconic M Chinnaswamy Stadium, citing 
growing demand for cricket matches and inadequate seating capacity at the venue, said 
Karnataka State Cricket Association President Venkatesh Prasad. He also expressed concern 
that despite having a capacity of accommodating around 32,000 spectators, only about 
27,000 people are currently able to watch matches due to infrastructure limitations
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Mattannavar: Chinnaiah 
lying, do brain mapping 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Mangaluru

PRO-Sowjanya campaign activ-
ist Girish Mattannavar on Sat-
urday filed a complaint with 
the Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) in Belthangady, 
seeking a probe into 
claims of  Rs 200 crore 
plot made by Chinnai-
ah CN, a former sanita-
tion worker in the al-
leged mass burial case 
in Dharmasthala.

C h i n n a i a h  h a d 
claimed to have buried several 
bodies in Dharmasthala. He 
had moved the High Court seek-
ing directions to the SIT to file 
a final report in the case and 
sought action against the con-
spirators named in the prelimi-
nary enquiry report.

Mattannavar, in the com-
plaint, said Chinnaiah has vio-

lated the bail terms by releasing 
the statement made before the 
court to the media. “SIT officials 
must apply for cancelling his 
bail and brain mapping of  Chin-
naiah should be conducted to 
bring out the truth. Chinnaiah 

had said earlier that he 
was ready to undergo 
brain mapping,” Mat-
tennavar said.

“Being a complain-
ant, I am ready to go 
through live brain 
mapping so that the 
truth is revealed to the 

public. The SIT must investigate 
those who instigated Chinnaiah  
to issue false statements and in-
dulged in conspiracy. In a peti-
tion submitted before the High 
Court,  Chinnaiah has made 
false claims against Mahesh 
Shetty Timarodi, Vittal Gowda, 
Jayanth T, Rama Nagaraj, actor 
Prakash Raj and a few YouTu-

bers, attacking their dignity. 
Naming Prakash Raj and Youtu-
ber Sameer MD in the case is 
nothing but a conspiracy to dis-
turb peace and instigate riots in 
the society. We suspect a con-
spiracy by influential persons 
involved in the rape and murder 
cases, even though false claims 
are made by Chinnaiah to mis-
lead the public,” he alleged.

Mattannavar said the claims 
made by Chinnaiah before the 
HC and his written statement to 
the media in the past are contra-
dictory. “Chinnaiah should be 
taken into custody and ques-
tioned for his claims of  a Rs 200 
crore plot to tarnish the image of  
Dharmasthala. The claims made 
by Chinnaiah gives an impres-
sion that he is likely to be under 
the control of  some influential 
persons. Hence, police should 
provide protection to Chinnaiah 
and his family,”he said.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE state government has ex-
tended its free bus pass scheme 
for all school and college stu-
dents across the state. In all, 
2,764 passes were issued by four 
transport corporations in the 
first two days of  the scheme’s 
implementation.

According to sources, 821 
passes were issued on Friday 
and 1,943 on Saturday. North-
West Karnataka Road Trans-

port Corporation (NWKRTC) 
issued 995 passes, KSRTC 860, 
Kalyana Kar nataka Road 
Transport Corporation 641, and 
BMTC 268. The government is-
sued an order on June 11 ex-
tending the scheme to all stu-
dents in the state. The scheme 
will also cover students from 
Karnataka studying in institu-
tions in neighbouring states 
and those from border areas of  
neighbouring states studying 
in Karnataka.

The annual expenditure has 

been estimated at Rs 286.08 
crore. An additional Rs 15 crore 
will go towards processing 
charges and the accident relief  
fund. Earlier, the cost of  stu-
dent passes was shared by the 
government, transport corpo-
rations and beneficiaries.

Students may apply for 
free passes through the Seva
Sindhu portal from their 
schools, colleges or any loca-
tions. Educational qualifica-
tion, distance limit and va-
lidity periods apply.

FIGHT FOR ANIMAL RIGHTS
Animal liberation activists and volunteers demonstrate on the 16th National Animal Rights Day at Freedom Park in Bengaluru 

on Saturday |  SHASHIDHAR BYRAPPA 

New additions 
at BBP: Hippo 
calf, cheetahs
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

BANNERGHATTA Biological 
Park (BBP) has announced a 
series of  major developments, 
including the successful accli-
matisation of  cheetahs brought 
from South Africa and the 
births of  a zebra foal and a hip-
popotamus calf.

The cheetahs, recently ac-
quired from South Africa, have 
completed the mandatory quar-
antine period and are now open 
to public viewing. During quar-
antine, veterinary and animal 
care teams closely monitored 
the animals to assess their 
health, feeding behaviour and 
adaptation to local climatic 
conditions. Following satisfac-
tory evaluations, the cheetahs 
were shifted to a spacious out-
door enclosure, where visitors 
can now observe them.

In another encouraging de-
velopment, a healthy female ze-
bra foal has been born to Zebra 
Kabini. The newborn has been 
observed nursing regularly and 
remains under the care and 
protection of  its mother. With 
this addition, the park’s zebra 
herd has grown to 11 individu-
als. The park has also welcomed 
a hippopotamus calf  born to fe-
male hippo Dashya. Both moth-
er and calf  are being continu-
ously monitored by animal care 
staff. Special measures have 
been taken to minimise distur-
bance in the enclosure and sup-
port natural maternal behav-
iour during the crucial early 
stages after birth.

BBP authorities said these de-
velopments reflect the park’s 
commitment to scientific man-
agement, conservation breeding 
and welfare-focused husbandry 
practices. The successful intro-
duction of  the South African 
cheetahs and the recent births 
highlight the park’s efforts to cre-
ate conditions that enable wild-
life to thrive under human care.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

UNION Minister of  State for 
Science and Technology Dr Ji-
tendra Singh on Saturday said 
India’s startup ecosystem can 
sustain its growth only through 
continuous research, innova-
tion, industry partnerships and 
entrepreneurship, as he inau-
gurated the RISE Conclave 2026 
in Bengaluru.

Addressing startups, re-
searchers, industry representa-
tives and students, Singh 
said India has witnessed 
remarkable growth in 
the startup sector 
since the launch of  the 
Startup India initiative 
in 2015. From around 
350-400 startups a decade 
ago, the country now has more 
than 2.3 lakh startups, generat-
ing nearly 25 lakh jobs and 

making India the world’s third-
largest startup ecosystem.

Explaining the concept 
behind the RISE Con-
clave, Singh said the 
platform seeks to bring 
together four key pil-
lars — Research, Inno-

vation, Startup and En-
trepreneurship (RISE) 

— under one roof. He stressed 
that startups require constant 
value addition through innova-

tion and strong industry link-
ages to remain sustainable and 
scale successfully.

He said more than half  of  In-
dia’s startups now originate 
from Tier-II and Tier-III cities, 
dispelling the notion that entre-
preneurship is confined to ma-
jor metropolitan centres. He 
said the government is working 
to ensure that opportunities in 
innovation and startups reach 
every part of  the country.

Singh identified space tech-
nology, biotechnology, nuclear 
energy, artificial intelligence 
and agri-tech as key drivers of  
India’s future economy. He said 
reforms undertaken in recent 
years have opened several sec-
tors to private participation, cre-
ating new opportunities for in-
novation-driven enterprises. 
Singh also emphasised the need 
to align research and education 
with industry requirements and 

encouraged young innovators to 
consider entrepreneurship as a 
viable career path. He urged par-
ents to support aspiring entre-
preneurs and adapt to the rap-
idly changing technological 
landscape. The conclave 
brought together researchers, 
entrepreneurs, industry repre-
sentatives, students and policy-
makers to discuss opportuni-
ties in innovation, startups and 
emerging technologies.

India now has over 2.3 lakh startups generating 25 lakh jobs: Jitendra Singh

FARMER ASSAULTS CIVIC  
OFFICIAL FOR DELAY IN RELIEF

Bagalkot: A farmer allegedly assaulted an employee of the 
Bagalkot Town Development Authority (BTDA) on Friday for the 

delay in receiving compensation for his land acquired for a 
development project. According to sources, the farmer had been 
seeking compensation for his land which was submerged for the 

past four years. He said despite repeated visits to the BTDA office, 
officials failed to provide either compensation or a clear resolution 

to his grievance. The incident occurred at the BTDA office in 
Navanagar during a protest by the Dalit Sangharsh Samiti (DSS), 

demanding the allocation of residential plots to sanitation 
workers. The farmer also accused BTDA officials of forcing him to 

repeatedly visit the office without making any progress in his case.  
Acomplaint was registered at the Navanagar police station. ENS

2.7K STUDENT PASSES ISSUED IN TWO DAYS



C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE case could be handed over to the Na-
tional Investigation Agency (NIA) for fur-
ther investigation, sources said. 

“Search and seizure operations were con-
ducted at various locations connected to 
these individuals and entities. Based on fi-
nancial transactions, documents and state-
ments recorded during the investigation, it 
was found that the above individuals and 
others were associated with TTI. They al-
legedly used foreign-issued debit cards pro-
vided by a bank in the USA to withdraw and 
utilise foreign funds through ATMs across 
India,” the FIR said. 
Between November 2025 and April 2026, for-
eign funds of  approximately Rs 92.55 crore 
were allegedly utilised in violation of  statu-
tory provisions. Between January 2024 and 
March 2026, nearly Rs 44 crore was with-
drawn using foreign debit cards in Karna-
taka, Chhattisgarh, Assam and other states. 
On April 18, 2026, Micah Mark was inter-
cepted by ED at Kempegowda International 
Airport. He was searched and 24 foreign 
debit cards issued by the bank in the USA 
were found on him. The ED stated that the 
investigation revealed he had gone on sev-
eral foreign trips and brought back these 
debit cards into India. He is believed to be 
the key financial operations coordinator of  
TTI in India, ED said.

Several cards had the name of  Santosh 
Kumar. Regional identifiers were allegedly 
used to conceal the true identities of  card-
holders and avoid scrutiny by law enforce-
ment and KYC verification systems. Over 
1,000 such debit cards had been distributed 
in India over the past few years, ED stated.

Following the search operations, the TTI 

Global portal was made inaccessible to In-
dian users, and data maintained on cloud-
based systems were remotely deleted from 
servers controlled by TTI in the US, ED stat-
ed. Mark admitted that he deleted his ac-
count from the backend system, ED added.

The ED investigation revealed suspicious 
cash transactions of  Rs 6.34 crore in Left 
Wing Extremism (LWE)-affected areas, in-
cluding Dhamtari and Bastar regions of  
Chhattisgarh.

Such cash-based operations in Naxal-af-
fected areas pose a serious threat to India’s 
security and economic integrity and facili-
tate illegal transfer of  funds for unlawful 
activities, it stated. The cash withdrawals 
were allegedly supervised by field-level 
worker Varghese Chacko. During the inter-
rogation, Mathai revealed that he was the 
overall finance head for TTI’s operations in 
India. Rs 37 lakh was also seized from his 
office, ED added.

Rajan’s examination indicated that he 
was responsible for overseeing TTI’s opera-
tions in India. Along with Ajith Varghese, 
he allegedly coordinated the utilisation of  
funds withdrawn through ATMs across the 
country for TTI-related activities, ED stat-
ed. Varghese Chacko, Supreme Joy, and 
Babu Kurmi were identified as field-level 
workers who allegedly conspired with oth-
ers to withdraw cash from multiple ATMs. 
The ED investigation revealed that TTI 
spent over Rs 95 crore in India.

The accused have also been booked for 
criminal conspiracy, cheating, dishonestly 
inducing delivery of  property, forgery for 
the purpose of  cheating, forgery of  valuable 
security or documents of  title, use of  forged 
documents or electronic records as genuine 
and creation of  false electronic records.

P  R A M D A S  @ Kochi

AFTER the deaths of  23 minor 
children in Palakkad district 
between 2003 and 2023 sparked 
alarm and prompted the Kera-
la High Court to seek a CBI 
probe, Kerala police have now 
concluded that none of  the cas-
es involved foul play.

According to the force, 16 of  
those deaths were by suicide 
while seven were accidental. 
Some involved boys, while the 
remaining were of  girls aged 
13 and below. According to a 
report filed with the HC, in-
vestigations revealed the sui-
cides were the result of  psy-
chological distress, including 
emotional disturbance, frus-
tration arising from unmet 
desires, fear of  parental repri-
mand and other age-related 
vulnerabilities. Police stated 

that no evidence emerged war-
ranting charges of  abetment 
of  suicide or any other cogni-
sable offence.

The remaining seven deaths 
were conclusively determined 
to be accidental, based on in-
quest proceedings, postmor-
tem examination and corrobo-
rative forensic evidence. 

“In none of  these cases 
were any element of  criminal 
culpability detected so as to 

attract penal provisions un-
der the Indian Penal Code,” 
the report said.

The first case was reported 
in March 2003 at Mannarkad 
police station and involved a 
13-year-old boy who died by 
suicide after hanging himself  
from the ceiling fan in a bed-
room of  his house. 

The report filed by Palakkad 
district police chief  Ajit Ku-
mar said that after completing 
investigations into the 23 child 
death cases, final reports were 
duly submitted before the re-
spective sub-divisional magis-
trate courts, seeking sanction 
to dispose of  the cases due to 
the absence of  incriminating 
evidence. The magistrate 
courts, upon independent ju-
dicial scrutiny of  the materi-
als  on record,  acce pted  
the final reports.

COPS: NO FOUL PLAY IN 23 
PALAKKAD CHILD DEATHS

`92.55 crore foreign funds 
spent illegally in six months

No regret about daughter 
taking up open schooling: Dad
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

TRIPTA’S father, who also requested ano-
nymity, told TNSE, “It was a difficult de-
cision. To be honest, it was like a toss. 
But looking at her game and encourage-
ment from her coach, we decided to opt 
for open schooling. Now looking at how 
Sooryavanshi and Niki are playing, I 
think we took the right decision for our 
daughter.”

Another youngster, Adarsh (name 
changed), an U-19 league player aspiring 
to play for India, and impressed by 
Sooryavanshi, said, “With conventional 
schooling methods, I was unable to put 
in long hours of  practice to pursue my 
interest in cricket. I opted out of  conven-
tional schooling to increase the number 
of  practice hours. And my game 
and my grades are good.” 

A Shankar, Honorary Secre-
tary, Karnataka State Cricket As-
sociation (KSCA) – which runs 
state-sponsored academies to 
train young cricketers across 
three main age categories of  un-
der-14, under-16 and under-19 – said there 
is a marked rise in the number of  stu-
dents taking up cricket as a full- time ca-
reer and preferring open schooling. “The 
talent is immense. Earlier, children were 
inspired by Virat Kohli, Sanju Samson 
and Smriti Mandana; but the latest role 
models for them are in their own age 
group – Vaibhav Sooryavanshi and Niki 
Prasad – who have themselves opted for 
open schooling,” he said.

The latest trend is a game-changer from 
the earlier understanding that playing for 
the school – like Sachin Tendulkar, Rahul 
Dravid and Rohit Sharma – and excelling 
there is the basic rung for rise in cricket 
careers. Aarush (name changed), who opt-
ed out of  regular school after Grade 8, said, 
“After playing for clubs and getting selected 

for league matches, I do not regret my deci-
sion. I am getting noticed,” he said, adding 
that there are around 200 clubs in the state, 
and KSCA is encouraging them. They or-
ganise regular matches, from where play-
ers are selected for higher levels. 

Nisheet Doshi, Administrator, Jawa-
har Sports Club, one of  the oldest cricket 
clubs in Bengaluru, said the trend of  stu-
dents going for open schooling is picking 
up as the awareness and options are 
increasing. 

Bindu M, a teacher at Delhi Public 
School (North) and at NIOS, said open 
schooling has not only helped students 
take up sports, but also improve academi-
cally. In many cases, it has been observed 
that the confidence level of  students has 
improved over time. The children, who 

opted out of  conventional schooling 
because of  poor results, are now 
excelling and getting over 92% 
under NIOS by choosing subjects 
of  their interest compared to 
what the schools offered. 

NIOS’ Swaminathan pointed out 
that not just for cricket, but even for 

other sports and cultural activities open 
schooling is offering a better schedule. 
“While cricket is popular here, students 
are excelling even in dance and music in-
ternationally,” he said. 

To further help students, NIOS has 
started an exam-on-demand schedule, 
transfer of  credit system (where conven-
tional school subjects can be combined 
with NIOS subjects) and freedom of  choos-
ing subjects from a basket of  over 20, 
which helps them make suitable educa-
tional choices, he added. Besides, educa-
tion through NIOS is recognised for medi-
cal, engineering, IITs, JEE and other 
international and competitive boards. 
“Parents and children have understood 
this and thus their numbers are increas-
ing,” Swaminathan added.

Rahul helping BJP, not 
INDIA bloc: Pinarayi
A G E N C I E S  @Kozhikode

LEFT veteran Pinarayi Vijay-
an on Saturday criticised Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi, 
saying his political approach 
does not strengthen the INDIA 
bloc and often ends up helping 
the BJP.

Responding to a question 
about Rahul Gandhi’s report-
ed remark at an INDIA bloc  
meeting that he would not 
hug Vijayan due to their po-
litical rivalry in Kerala, the 
former CM said he was not 
concerned about who hugs 
whom. “But we all saw the 
photograph of  Rahul Gandhi 
hugging Narendra Modi. My 
objection is not to the act of  
hugging Modi itself. Rather, 
his remarks represent a par-
ticular political message. It 
reflects Rahul Gandhi’s ap-
proach and how he views the 
INDIA bloc,” Vijayan said. The 
senior CPI(M) leader said the 

matter required detailed dis-
cussion and that he would not 
go into it at length now. He 
said the INDIA bloc had 
reached a particular stage to-
day. “It is not only us, but also 
leaders such as Akhilesh Ya-
dav and Tejashwi Yadav, along 
with other major non-Con-
gress parties, who raised ob-
jections during the meeting 
and spoke against the Con-
gress position,” he said.

He added that people could 
see where the DMK stands now. 
“The current situation has 
been created by the Congress 
party’s approach, particularly 
by Rahul Gandhi’s approach. 
The reality is that this ap-
proach does not strengthen the 
INDIA bloc. As I have said be-
fore, it often ends up helping 
the BJP. Through such actions, 
Rahul Gandhi is creating a sit-
uation where he effectively be-
comes a facilitator of  the BJP’s 
interests,” Vijayan said.

CASCADE COMES ALIVE
After renovation, Courtallam Main Falls in Tenkasi district, Tamil Nadu, reopens for 

public. There is good flow of water in the falls owing to rains in Kerala | V KARTHIKALAGU

07 BENGALURU

A 42-year-old grocery shop owner from Salem was arrested by the Salem 
City Police for sexual assault after a woman filed a complaint accusing 
him of recording intimate videos of her and several other women 
on his mobile and using them to threaten and sexually exploit them
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I
N the sprawling Rashtrapati 
Bhawan complex, where Niti 
Aayog’s national narrative un-
folded last week as polite chore-
ography between the Centre 
and the states, four chief  min-
isters arrived not as suppli-

cants, but as a single, coordinated force. 
Kerala’s V D Satheesan, Telangana’s A 
Revanth Reddy, Karnataka’s D K Shiva-
kumar and Tamil Nadu’s Joseph Vijay 
walked in together on what was meant 
to be another routine meeting. They left 
having altered the grammar of  Indian 
federalism itself. Their combined weight 
is impossible to dismiss. These four 
states command 104 Lok Sabha seats, 
nearly one-fifth of  the lower House. 
They generate close to 26 percent of  In-
dia’s GDP and contribute roughly 30 
percent of  the direct tax revenues.

Not one of  their governments belongs 
to the ruling dispensation at the Centre. 
What they brought to Delhi was not a 
list of  grievances, but individual struc-
tural diagnoses delivered with authori-
ty. It was the deliberate construction of  
leverage. For decades, Indian opposition 
politics has mistaken noise for power. 
Regional leaders have often confused 
visibility with influence, treating pro-
test as an end rather than a means. Dur-
ing their first meeting, the southern 
quartet has broken that pattern. By ap-
pearing as an ideologically opposed bloc 
rather than four separate petitioners, 
they have rendered southern solidarity 
legible to the national imagination.

The grievance they have placed on the 
national table is both real and self-inflict-
ed by the constitutional order. Southern 
states have behaved as model federal citi-

zens by every technocratic metric. They 
curbed population growth when it mat-
tered most for national development. They 
built human-capital foundations through 
education and health. They created ex-
port-oriented economies that now feed the 
Union’s redistributive machinery. Their 
reward, under the delimitation exercise 
scheduled after the next census, is a di-
minished share of  parliamentary repre-
sentation. The current formula prizes raw 
population numbers above all else. They 
feel success in governance is penalised; 
demographic expansion is rewarded. For 
the South, this is not an administrative 
footnote. It is a constitutional contradic-
tion that turns federal equity on its head.

Revanth Reddy, 56, has given this con-
tradiction its sharpest national articu-
lation. His proposed hybrid formula—
half  the seats allocated by population, 
half  by econom-
ic contribution—
does not invent 
new principles. 
It lifts that rec-
ognition from 
budgetary arith-
metic into the ar-
chitecture of  the 
Lok Sabha itself. 
In doing so, he 
has transformed 
a regional anxi-
ety into a constitutional question that 
any serious federal democracy must 
eventually confront. He has become the 
public face of  the delimitation argu-
ment and possesses both the stamina 
and the political runway to sustain it 
across cycles.

Each leader supplies a capability the 
others cannot replicate. At 62, Satheesan 
functions as the bloc’s intellectual and 
moral anchor. A practising lawyer and six-
time legislator who rebuilt the Congress 
in Kerala through patient, principled 
work rather than inherited advantage, he
carries the authority of  demonstrated 
clean governance. Satheesan supplies the 
steady calibration of  principle.

Shivakumar, at 64, is the indispensa-
ble organisational engine. An eight-time 
legislator with unmatched command of  
booth-level mobilisation and alliance 
arithmetic, he rescued the Congress in 

Karnataka from near-extinction and 
converted survival into stable govern-
ance. Karnataka is not merely another 
southern state; it is the physical and po-
litical bridge to the peninsula. Any for-
mation that aspires to national conse-
quence must pass through that gateway. 
Shivakumar guards it with institutional 
memory, personal relationships and the 
unglamorous machinery of  power.

Joseph Vijay, at 51, remains the most 
disruptive element. He entered politics 
without dynasty, without prolonged ap-
prenticeship inside an established party 
and without the ideological scaffolding 
that usually organises Tamil Nadu’s con-
tests. He converted a cultural phenome-
non into a governing majority that now 
controls the South’s largest economy and 
largest parliamentary contingent—39 Lok 
Sabha seats. His presence at the Niti Aay-

og table in his 
first term signals 
that Tamil Nadu’s 
historic ambiva-
lence toward ac-
tive engagement 
with national 
structures has 
shifted. More im-
portantly, he com-
mands a cross-
community base 
that conventional 

categories struggle to contain. These four 
capabilities are not interchangeable.

They form a functional whole: moral 
legitimacy, galvanising issue-framing, or-
ganisational muscle and mass disruptive 
appeal. When aligned, they produce some-
thing Indian opposition politics has re-
peatedly failed to manufacture, a coher-
ent southern position on representation 
and resources that carries electoral con-
sequences rather than mere rhetorical 
force. The BJP’s organisational footprint 
remains thin across most of  the southern 
theatre. In Telangana, Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala, its electoral ceiling is structurally 
constrained. Karnataka is the sole genu-
ine contest. This asymmetry grants the 
quartet strategic breathing room their 
Hindi-belt counterparts rarely enjoy.

The real adversary, however, is not the 
BJP. It is entropy. Regional coalitions in 
India have a well-documented habit of  

fracturing under the pressures of  per-
sonal ambition, competing state inter-
ests and the centrifugal pull of  immedi-
ate political calculations. Converting a 
moment of  impressive solidarity into a 
durable institution is a harder task than 
any single election, and history offers 
more examples of  failure than success. 
Yet the structural conditions favouring 
persistence are stronger than in previ-
ous regional experiments. The bloc’s 
economic weight and parliamentary 
numbers create objective leverage that 
sentiment alone cannot generate. The 
delimitation question supplies a durable 
constitutional grievance around which 
coordination can crystallise over time.

Given that none of  the four leaders is 
past the conventional peak of  an Indian po-
litical career means the human capital ex-
ists to sustain the project across a decade. 
If  that discipline holds, the implications 
extend far beyond the next election cycle. 
A southern formation commanding such 
economic and parliamentary leverage 
could, over successive electoral cycles, 
force a renegotiation of  the terms of  feder-
alism. National coalition arithmetic would 
shift permanently from One Nation, One 
Election and One Party to any party or a 
combination of  many aspiring to govern at 
the Centre. The old binary of  national par-
ty versus regional formation would give 
way to a more genuinely multiple polity.

What the southern quartet has al-
ready achieved is the first, and perhaps 
hardest, step. They have compelled a 
Centre long accustomed to managing 
regional dissent through selective con-
cession to treat their argument as struc-
tural rather than episodic. Whether this 
becomes the opening chapter of  a last-
ing reordering or merely an impressive 
season of  solidarity will be decided by 
what these four men do next. The South 
has found leaders who appear to recog-
nise the stakes. The centre of  political 
gravity is already beginning to tilt—not 
through demographic accident, but 
through deliberate organisation. In that 
emerging reality, the old assumption 
that numerical superiority somewhere 
guarantees national dominance no long-
er holds as an unchallenged premise. 
The conversation has changed. The 
structure of  power may yet follow.

David 
Hockney

Put your phone down,  
look with both eyes

Trillionaire rising
Ref: SpaceX hoovers up record funds (Jun 13). Kudos 
to ‘Elan’ Musk, the world’s first trillionaire. The rea-
son for his fortune scaling such a height is that his 
rocket company held the largest initial public offer-
ing in stock market history. It  shows who dares 
wins! The dynamic Musk ventured into advanced 
tech businesses before others and reaped heavy 
dividends. He has rewritten the business dictionary 
with Musk-onomy.

Sreelekha P S, Secunderabad

Anti-defection clarity
Ref:  Legislature awaits clarity  (Jun 13). The Tri -
namool disqualification tangle exposes how thin 
the line between constitutional propriety and po-
litical convenience has become. Courts cannot in-
definitely substitute for legislative clarity. Parlia-
m e n t  m u s t  c o d i f y  a n t i - d e f e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s 
precisely, leaving fewer gaps for partisan interpre-

t a t i o n .  A m b i g u i t y  h e r e  e r o d e s  p u b l i c  t r u s t  i n  
democracy far more than any single ruling.

A Senthil Kumar, Kaniyur

Lethargic probe
Ref: AI-171 crash report wait gets longer (Jun 13). 
Even a year after the tragic crash the final report 
remains elusive, denying closure to the grieving 
families. The investigators’ bland interim state-
ment and admission that the final report needs 2-3 
m o re  m o n t h s  m o c ks  t h e  12- m o n t h  n o r m . M ost 
shocking is the DGCA’s inordinate delay in visiting 
the US to inspect Boeing’s fuel control switch, when 
its malfunction caused the crash. Such lethargy in a 
critical probe is a betrayal of public trust.

Vaithianathan Subramanian, Madurai 

Protective duty
Ref: US diplomat rapped again (Jun 13). Attacks on 
Indians by the US highlight the government’s inad-
equacy in diplomacy. India needs to protect the na-
tion’s dignity and its citizens’ lives. Concrete action 
a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  e f f o r t  a r e  u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d .  

Mourning the victims or reprimanding a diplomat 
are merely post-fact rituals. They indicate failure. 

Iqbal Vavad, Kozhikode

Digital nationalism
Ref: Anthropic unveils Claude Mythos 5 for partners 
(Jun 12). The US directive forcing Anthropic to sus-
pend access to its Fable 5 and Mythos 5 models—
even for its own foreign employees—is an alarming 
moment. It shatters the illusion of an open, global 
tech ecosystem and replaces it with digital nation-
alism. When a scientist’s passport dictates their 
intellectual clearance inside a commercial enter-
prise, meritocracy dies. This sets a discriminatory 
precedent for thousands of Indian tech profession-
als working around the world. 

Mohammad Thajuddeen, Mangaluru

Rana’s legacy
Ref: Ex-champ shooter, coach, ‘father figure’ (Jun 
13). Jaspal Rana left an indelible mark on his sport. 
He brought laurels to the country and was an inspi-
ration to budding shooters. He played a vital role in 

mentoring many with a strong sense of purpose. His 
contributions, both as a champion and a mentor, 
will be remembered for years.

Kelath Gopakumar Menon, Thrissur

Saving Himalayas
Ref: Himalayas show signs of climate breakdown 
(Jun 13). The blame for this extremely unfortunate 
situation undoubtedly goes to the ecocidal activi -
ties all over the world and in that particular region. 
Thousands of lives are at risk. Scientists, govern-
ment as well as citizens should join hands for miti-
gation efforts. It is the need of the hour.

Simran Poniya, Koraput

Electricity bill
Ref: Low reservoir levels worry KSEB (Jun 13). Is this 
another electricity price revision in another name? 
The main question is whether consumers are get-
ting the benefit of cheap electricity generated at 
KSEB’s hydel stations. The power tariffs plus asso-
ciated charges on their bills are already quite high. 

Girish R Edathitta, Pathanamthitta 

A World Cup match should flow like a river. Instead, 
we’re building dams in the middle of it so 
commercials can get through. That’s dangerous for 
the spirit of the game. Football used to be the main 
event, but now it risks becoming the background music 
to an advertising spectacle. People are going to ask questions.
Jurgen Klopp, former Liverpool manager, on extended mid-match cooling 
break during the Mexico-South Africa game to allow TV ads to finish

Given the complexity of these changes, we’ve made mistakes and  
will almost certainly make more.
Mark Zuckerberg, Meta CEO, in a memo on the decision to lay off a tenth of 
the company’s global workforce and transfer 7,000 employees to AI teams

We made an enormous mistake allowing the education tech industry to come 
in and give every kid a computer or a tablet… And we need to stop.
Jonathan Haidt, social psychologist and author of The Anxious Generation,  
on the falling test scores of American students

O
N Thursday evening, he was worth $696 billion. Roughly 
12 hours later, as SpaceX listed on Nasdaq, mercurial gen-
ius Elon Musk notched history’s milestone—the world’s 
first trillionaire. A trillion is eleven digits long. I asked  
Grok how long it would take to spend it. The answer: 31,710 

years, three times longer than recorded human civilisation.
Warren Buffett observed that neither he nor anyone else 

could have dreamt of  the fortunes now attainable. “It has been 
mind-blowing—beyond the imaginations of  Ford, Carnegie, 
Morgan or even Rockefeller. Billions became the new millions.” 
A trillion, it would seem, is the new billion. 

SpaceX clocked $2.1 trillion in market cap to join sibling Tesla 
in the pantheon of  a dozen tech hegemons who together com-
mand about $25 trillion. Twelve stocks—Nvidia, Google, Apple, 
Microsoft, Amazon, SpaceX, TSMC, Broadcom, Tesla, Micron, 
Meta, Samsung—account for over 40 percent of  all US-listed 
stocks. The SpaceX IPO was oversubscribed four times notwith-
standing caveats like only CEO Musk can sack CEO Musk and, 
warnings about markets that did not exist.

SpaceX will be followed by Anthropic valued at $965 billion and 
Open AI at $852 billion. The rise of  Algo Raj, the expansion of  
moneycracy amid inadequate guardrails, represents a political 
risk for democracies. Already, the tech hegemon complex is larg-
er than the GDP of  Europe and China individually, and even more 
than the combined GDP of  Japan, India and the UK. The cumula-

tive wealth of  the Big Tech founders 
is nearly $3 trillion.

History shows that empires are 
built on tangible assets—J P Morgan 
consolidated railroads, John Rock-
efeller founded Standard Oil, Henry 
Ford transformed mobility and Sam 
Walton created Walmart. The new he-
gemons leverage intangible algo-
rithms. SpaceX was valued at $1.77 
trillion despite dismal revenues 
of  $18.7 billion—less than low-cost re-
tailer Dollar Tree’s $19.3 billion, 
though that company has a market 
cap of  $21 billion. Legendary investor 
James Chanos calls the gap between 

revenues and valuation a rush of  hopes and dreams.
As with the Gilded Age barons, the new hegemons operate at 

the choke-points of  the economy. Google dominates nearly 90 per-
cent of  global search, Nvidia commands 80 percent of  the AI 
chips market, Meta’s platforms reach 3.3 billion or roughly half  
of  humanity, Amazon’s AWS has a third of  the global cloud stor-
age clientele, Apple captures half  of  global smartphone revenues, 
Microsoft owns the largest enterprise operating system. The he-
gemons do not compete in the market. They are the market.

Big tech is amassing shadow market power through smart for-
ward-looking strategies. Nvidia’s investment in Thinking Ma-
chines Lab, Google’s active support to 400 companies through Goog-
le Ventures alongside big-tag venture capital funds like Sequoia, 
and Meta’s ‘acquihires’ gobbling start-ups for talent.

AI is Manhattan Project 2.0 for the US government—but un-
like the publicly-funded 1940s’ project, this one is funded and 
operated by the private sector. Microsoft, Amazon, Google work 
with the military and intelligence agencies on billion-dollar 
projects. Oracle, Microsoft, Google and Amazon are on Penta-
gon’s joint warfighting cloud capability. OpenAI, Anthropic, 
Google and xAI have been contracted by the US war depart-
ment for AI solutions. SpaceX enables satellite launches, secure 
communications and missile tracking. It is moot if  the State 
dependent on these hegemons can check their advance.

Algo Raj grants the tech oligarchy unprecedented power. Gov-
ernments across the globe court them, but can scarcely com-
mand them. Jensen Huang, Sundar Pichai, Sam Altman, Dario 
Amodei and others receive red-carpet treatment when they 
meet heads of  State. Apple sources components from 43 coun-
tries. Tim Cook, the diplomat-in-chief, carved a reputation navi-
gating the minefields of  geopolitics.

Digital dominance is an existential call for countries, compa-
nies and individuals. It demands algo-allegiance—who gets 
heard and what gets seen, or what gets buried, is determined 
by algorithm. The leaders of  governments that find their voice 
drowned—the UK, for instance—are keeling. At the high table 
of  geopolitics, digital domination dictates the flow of  senti-
ments and plays a critical role in bending outcomes. 

In democracies, the contest between the incumbent and the 
challenger has an unseen player today, called the algorithm—
imagine a blend of  hegemonic wealth and algorithms to game 
the rules, as witnessed in the US. As tech hegemons own the big-
gest social media platforms, decibels on the public square are 
controlled in private C-suites.

This new hegemony is verily the Algo Raj. The algorithm can 
herd voices and orchestrate events to achieve desired out-
comes. History has chapters on the perils of  untrammelled pow-
er, of  merchant outfits who dominated the State. The crackdown 
on Big Tech in China was as much about constraining their influ-
ence and disorderly growth as it was about ideology. At the other 
end of  the spectrum, Donald J Trump, who converted a pledge 
for a 9.9 percent stake in Intel, is pushing for government stakes 
in AI giants. Is the objective profit or proactive constraint?

The question is not about tech’s utility, but regulating the 
utilisation. The question before every democracy—including 
the oldest and the largest—is whether it will write the rules or 
allow the Algo Raj to write them.

THE ALGO RAJ:  
POLITICAL RISKS OF 
TECH OLIGARCHY

THE THIRD EYE
SHANKKAR AIYAR

Author of The Gated Republic, Aadhaar: 
A Biometric History of India’s 12 Digit 

Revolution, and Accidental India
(shankkar.aiyar@gmail.com)

POWER & POLITICS
PRABHU CHAWLA
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AWESOME FOURSOME RATTLES BJP 

L
AWYERS sport it. Corporate ex-
ecutives flaunt it. Even callow 
job aspirants wear it. But when 
a newly-minted chief  minister 
shows up in one in Tamil Nadu, 
it can raise eyebrows. On that 
rests the power of  symbolism 

and context in political dressing. 
Power dressing has a whole new mean-

ing in India, thanks to the bittersweet 
memories of  the British Raj. It gets more 
complicated when dresses reflect con-
trasting shades of  ideology. Given the 
pluralistic but chequered past of  social 
conflicts in India, outfits can be read like 
tarot cards, with deep symbolism.

Tamil Nadu’s latest actor-leader thun-
dered that his decision to wear a black 
jacket over white instead of  the tradition-
al ethnic clothes symbolised transpar-
ency and simplicity. “Is it meant only for 
people in positions of  authority? There is 
nothing like that,” he said.

How things have changed, I said to my-
self  in what seemed like the reverse of  a 
reverse swing. Mahatma Gandhi wore his 

dhoti after shedding the lawyer suits he 
had sported for decades. The homespun 
dress led to Winston Churchill’s infa-
mous description of  him as a “half-naked 
fakir”, which in turn helped Gandhi in-
voke the spirit of  swadeshi pride. 

Things have come a full circle, because 
for at least four generations born at the 
time of  India’s independence and later, 
the black jacket signalled not just British 
colonialism but a wider sense of  author-
ity. In that earlier significance, the choice 
was not between the East and the West, 
but between an elite and a commoner. 

The Raj gave rise to options that fash-
ionistas might call mix-n-match elegance. 
We had Nobel-prize-winning physicist C 
V Raman and engineer-statesman Mok-
shagundam Visvesvaraya wearing Indi-
an turbans with Western jackets. Many 
swapped trousers for the more comfort-
able dhoti or its southern variation, the 
veshti, tied without the formal folds.

It was different for B R Ambedkar, 
noted V S Naipaul in A Million Mutinies 
Now. The writer described the Dalit icon 
as somebody who consciously embraced 
Western dressing to show an affinity 
with the British so that it might help lift 
the depressed classes. Naipaul threw in 
the fact that most Ambedkar statues in 
Dalit neighbourhoods show him with a 
book, representing his wish to educate 
those left behind in a traditional hierar-
chy. Of  course, the book is the Constitu-
tion of  India, which promises to empow-
er the disenfranchised.

Tussles continue in some parts of  In-
dia over Dalit grooms sporting turbans 
and riding horses during wedding pro-

cessions, which are seen as sartorial 
markers of  upper-caste dominance. 
Ambedkar’s dress code is thus highly rel-
evant as an iconic assertion. In Tamil 
Nadu, Ambedkarite VCK leader Thol 
Thirumavalavan can sometimes be spot-
ted wearing the complete Western ensem-
ble including a tie, inspired by his icon.

The Ambedkar-Gandhi dichotomy in 
engaging with British rulers persisted 
after 1947. The corporate culture in ‘box-
wallah’ multinationals and the social sta-
tus commanded by executives in British 
companies (excellently portrayed in 
Satyajit Ray’s 1971 film Seemabaddha) 
ensured that the suit endured far beyond 
the Raj. Officers of  the Indian Civil Serv-
ice and its successor Indian Administra-
tive Service kept up the practice. 

Jawaharlal Nehru, described by some 
as a westernised oriental gentleman, 
made his nationalistic style statement 
with the Nehru jacket, a bandhgala. Its 
sleeveless variant is increasingly called 
the Modi jacket in what the ideologically 
astute might describe as sheer irony.

The combination of  the black jacket’s 
elite symbolism and Vijay’s appeal to 
Gen Z voters may show what young Indi-
ans are looking for today is a modern 
sense of  self-confidence or authority 
rather than any colonial appeal.

Political symbolism in dressing took a 
turn in the South when E V Ramasamy 
Periyar’s Dravida Kazhagam adopted 
black as its colour of  ideological asser-
tion. For Periyar, it was the colour to 
show the historical enslavement of  low-
er-caste communities. In contrast, lead-
ers of  the breakaway parties like DMK 
and AIADMK embraced the all-white 
shirt-and-veshti ensemble.

Somewhere along the way, former PM 
Rajiv Gandhi and DMK leader M K Sta-
lin made everything less fussy. The Ne-
hru family scion was seen occasionally 
sporting the Western suit, at other times 
in the Nehru jacket and, for a marathon, 
even in a round-neck sweatshirt and 
track pants. Stalin has been photo-
graphed in similar outfits during his 
morning walks and bicycle rides.

By and large, dressing now seems more 
meant for social media banter than for 
political or ideological symbolism. A 
fashion faux pas may invite chuckles, but 
outfit variations are unlikely to invite a 
dressing down from Gen Z. 

Immaculately dressed leaders like 
Shashi Tharoor, who sports Western 
suits and colourful ethnic weaves with 
equal aplomb, tell us that ordinary Indi-
ans are increasingly comfortable with 
elegance in various forms. The game has 
shifted from politics to aesthetics.

(Views are personal)

EVOLVING SYMBOLISM OF POWER DRESSING

REVERSE SWING
MADHAVAN NARAYANAN

Senior journalist
Follow him on X @madversity

There was deep political significance 
in Gandhi shifting to the dhoti and 
Ambedkar preferring the Western 
suit. Even Periyar’s choice of black 

was a signifier. But the impact of such 
symbolism may have faded today
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Priyanka Chaturvedi @priyankac19

What happened in the case of INC Meenak-
shi Natarajan’s Rajya Sabha seat in Madhya 
Pradesh is of power grab, plain and simple. 

Saket Gokhale @SaketGokhale

The traitor MPs were elected on a TMC sym-
bol. They cannot steal the people’s mandate 
& hand it over to BJP for a lot of crores. 

Amit Malviya @amitmalviya

Over the last 12 years, under the leadership of PM 
Narendra Modi, India’s Amrit Peedhi has been at 
the centre of governance and nation-building.
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G O M E S H  S

S
OMETIMES words 
from legends sur-
mise the raw po-
tential of  an up 
and coming play-

er quite succinctly. And if  
it is from the legendary Ra-
hul Dravid, a former player, 
coach, mentor all rolled into 
one, those words would car-
ry weight in gold. “He is a 
unique player. Fifteen years 
after Sachin Tendulkar (re-
tirement), we have new tal-
ent. It took 40 years (after 
Tendulkar’s emergence) to 
find someone this special. 
Maybe in another 40 years, 
we may have another Vaib-
hav Sooryavanshi,” Dravid 
told reporters in good hu-
mour whilst talking at an 
event in Bengaluru a few 
days ago. And he too has a 
hand in grooming this pro-
digiously talented batter.

Two seasons and this is 
what the teenager had man-
aged to evoke in this cricket-
crazy world. It is both ro-
mantic and ethereal. And 
has all the ingredients of  a 
Shakespearean play with 
five Acts. We have just wit-
nessed the first two—his 
rise from a nondescript 
town to Rajasthan Royals 
and finally the India team. 
Perhaps, it has entered Act 
3, the turning point of  his 
career that would see a le-
gitimate climax soon.

Barely 15, the teenager 
from Tajpur, a 
small village 
12km from Bi-
har’s Samas-
t i p u r,  h a s 
stirred the im-
agination of  the world. He 
has sneaked into not just the 
households in India but also 
into the most media outlets 
in the world. Just like his 
other-worldly bat swing, the 
numbers supporting his lu-
dicrously crazy form too 
seems surreal: 776 runs at 
48.50 average and 237.30 
strike rate in IPL 2026 for 
RR. What stood apart was 
the disdain with which 
Sooryavanshi took on some 
of  the bowlers with impres-
sive CVs to the cleaners. 

In a span of  two months, 
the teen sensation’s face was 
everywhere. On the cover of  
magazines to promote every 
match in the IPL. He was 
right up there alongside Vi-
rat Kohli and Shubman Gill. 
In a team that includes the 
likes of  Ruturaj Gaikwad, 
Tilak Varma, the official 
broadcaster led the promo-
tions with the 15-year-old for 
the tri-series in Sri Lanka. 
Days before the series be-
gan, one of  the social media 
graphics read—‘Ruthless 
Boss Baby and the Men in 
Blue in action’. The tag con-
tinued as he was called-up 
for the senior team tour of  
Ireland, England and Asian 
Games. Sooryavanshi was 
the talking point during one 
of  the morning shows for 
the England-New Zealand 
Test match at Lord’s. His 
rise was being discussed by 
pundits on a broadcast chan-
nel from England and one of  
them jokingly said, “The 
ECB are delighted as well, 
he should help shift a few 

tickets.”
Put it simply, Sooryavan-

shi is literally the newsmak-
er. And it was there to see 
when he landed in Sri Lan-
ka. The 15-year-old had fans 
swarming around him for 
pictures and autographs. 
The viewership numbers 
are yet to come, but social 
media was buzzing for the 
brief  while he batted in the 
first two India A games. 
Cricket Ireland officials are 
giving interviews about 
their excitement around 
Sooryavanshi becoming the 
youngest male debutant in 
their country. And under-
standing the attention of  the 
15-year-old, the BCCI have 
decided to send his parents 
along with him to the UK.

However, for the minor, 
much like the bowler in 
front of  him, the fanfare, 
craze, everything becomes 

s e c o n d a r y. 
H i s  f at h e r 
Sanjeev and 
coach Manish 
O j h a  h ave 
m a d e  s u re 

this tenet would survive 
while growing up no matter 
how successful he would be-
come. Ojha credits his fa-
ther Sanjeev, and former In-
dia coach Dravid for keeping 
him on track when he first 
entered the IPL last year. 

“Every player, when he 
gets to that level, he has to 
face all the attention, me-
dia, glamour. And each play-
er is built differently. Vaib-
hav has two important 
things. His father is always 
with him. Also, Dravid had 
given him the best possible 
lifestyle management ad-
vice. He is one of  the leg-
ends. He has the biggest ex-
ample in Indian cricket 
with the likes of  Sachin 
Tendulkar, MS Dhoni, Virat 
Kohli, Sunil Gavaskar in 
how they handle them-
selves. Vaibhav lives in the 
same players’ pool. That is 
also a very big guiding fac-
tor for him,” Ojha told this 
newspaper.  

For those who grew up 
watching Tendulkar and 
saw the baton being passed 
on from the legend to Kohli 
while Dhoni lifted India 
multiple titles, it may feel 
like an exaggeration. That 
Sooryavanshi is yet to prove 
himself  at the international 
stage in different condi-
tions. That it may be too 
soon to call him an “once  
in a generation” talent. 
Dravid, however, acknowl-
edges him as one. 

As for Sooryavanshi, the 
third Act in his career would 
define where he finishes.

V A I B H A V  S O O R YA V A N S H I

J A V A R I A  R A N A  @ New Delhi

FOR the first time in the histo-
ry of  India’s armed forces, 
women officers were commis-
sioned on Saturday with per-
manent commission from day 
one, joining the Army and Air 
Force through the NDA pipe-
line, that for over seven decades 
had admitted only men.

Nine women were commis-
sioned as Lieutenants at the In-
dian Military Academy (IMA) 
in Dehradun, while five were 
commissioned as Flying Offic-
ers at the Air Force Academy 
(AFA) in Dundigal. Their com-
missioning marks the culmina-
tion of  a journey that began 
after the Supreme Court opened 
the NDA to women in 2021.

Women officers in the Army 
and Air Force have until now 
entered through the Short Serv-
ice Commission (SSC) route, 
becoming eligible for perma-
nent commission only after 
years of  service. Officers com-
missioned through the NDA-
IMA and NDA-AFA pipelines 
receive it from day one. The 
fourteen newly commissioned 
officers are thus the first wom-
en to enter either service on 
those terms.

Women have served as per-
manent commission officers in 
the Armed Forces Medical Serv-
ices for decades. Those joining 
non-medical branches, howev-
er, could do so only under Short 
Service Commission from 1992 
onwards, with permanent com-
mission available only after 
years of  service and, in many 

cases, only after sustained legal 
pressure. In 2020, the Supreme 
Court directed that women of-
ficers be granted permanent 
commission, describing their 
exclusion as discriminato-
ry. A year later, the court 
ordered the opening of  
the NDA to women, pav-
ing way for their entry 
into the tri-services 
training institution.

The first batch of  women 
cadets joined the NDA in 2022. 
Of  the 17 women who graduat-
ed from the academy in 2025, 
ten opted for the Army, six for 
the Air Force and three for the 
Navy before proceeding to their 
respective service academies 

for pre-commission training. 
Reviewing the Passing Out 

Parade at IMA, President Drou-
padi Murmu described the occa-
sion as a “watershed moment” 

for both the academy and 
the country’s journey to-
wards greater partici-
pation of  women in na-
tional service.

At Dundigal, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 

said the growing presence 
of  women would make the Air 
Force stronger and more 
representative.

At the IMA, 515 officer ca-
dets, including 34 from 16 
friendly foreign countries,  
were commissioned. 

14 women get permanent commission
First batch of cadets to pass out from IMA following a 2021 Supreme Court directive to admit women into NDA

Of the 17 women who graduated from the academy in 2025, 10 opted for the  
Army, six for the Indian Air  Force and three for the Navy |  EXPRESS

Lt Gen Seth named next 
Army Chief, 1st Armoured 
Corps officer in 3 decades 

Shah reviews meeting  
on demographic change 

Police raid TMC’s  
Abhishek’s residence

LOOKOUT FOR AIDE

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ New Delhi

LIEUTENANT General Dhiraj Seth, currently 
serving as Vice Chief  of  the Army Staff  (VCOAS), 
will take over as the next Chief  of  the Army 
Staff  (COAS) on June 30, succeeding General Up-
endra Dwivedi, who retires the same day, the gov-
ernment announced on Saturday.

Lt Gen Seth’s appointment marks the return 
of  an armoured corps officer to the Army’s top 
post after nearly three decades. The last officer 
from the Armoured Corps to serve as army chief  
was General Shankar Roy Chowdhary of  20 
Lancers, who retired in 1997. 

Commissioned into the Armoured Corps in 
December 1986 after graduating from the Nation-
al Defence Academy, Khadakwasla, Lt Gen Seth 
is affiliated with Skinner’s Horse and has held a 
wide range of  command, staff  and instructional 
appointments during a career spanning nearly 
four decades. He has commanded an armoured 
regiment in the desert sector, the 98th Armoured 
Brigade, and a counter-insurgency force in Jam-
mu and Kashmir. At higher levels, he command-
ed the Sudarshan Chakra Corps, served as Gen-
eral Officer Commanding, Delhi Area, and 
subsequently headed both the South Western 
Command and Southern Command before be-
ing appointed Vice Chief  of  the Army Staff.

 His staff  assignments have included appoint-
ments related to operational planning, capability 

development and force modernisation at Army 
Headquarters. He has also served with the 

UN Mission in Angola. Lt Gen Seth takes 
over at a time when the Army is pursuing 
a range of  modernisation initiatives.

J AYA N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Saturday raised 
the killing of  three Indian mar-
iners in a US military strike on 
a merchant vessel in the Gulf  
of  Oman with US Secretary of  
State Marco Rubio, saying 
“such lethal actions against 
commercial shipping are not 
justified.” The US, however, sig-
nalled no change in its position, 
with the State Department rea-
dout of  the call saying Rubio 
underscored that violations of
the US blockade and the illicit 
transport of  Iranian oil “will 
not be tolerated.” 

Jaishankar, who is on a  
visit to Europe, spoke to Rubio 
over the phone amid growing 
concern in New Delhi over a 
series of  US military actions 
against commercial vessels 
carrying Indian crew members 
in the Gulf  region. “Spoke  
to US Secretary of  State Marco 
Rubio this evening. I reiterated 
India’s strong protest at  
the attacks by the US Navy in 
the Gulf  that killed three Indi-
an mariners,” Jaishankar said 
in a post on social media. “Such 
lethal actions against commer-
cial shipping are not justified,” 
he added.

According to a readout issued 
by Principal Deputy Spokesper-
son Tommy Pigott, Rubio and 
Jaishankar discussed recent de-
velopments in the Strait of  Hor-

muz. “The Secretary stressed 
that all commercial vessels 
should immediately comply 
with orders from US forces as 
they seek to uphold peace and 
security in the Strait,” the State 
Department said.

“He underscored that viola-
tions of  the US blockade  
and the illicit transport of  Ira-
nian oil will not be tolerated,” 
it added. The call came a day 
after India summoned US 
Charge d’Affaires Jason Meeks 
for the second time and con-
veyed that American military 
strikes on commercial vessels 
carrying Indian crew members  

off  the coast of  Oman were 
unacceptable. 

Three merchant vessels with 
Indian crew members have 
come under attack in recent 
days. A Palau-flagged oil tank-
er, Marivex, carrying 24 Indian 
seafarers, was disabled by US 
forces on June 8, though all 
crew members were rescued 
safely. On June 10, another Pal-
au-flagged tanker, Settebello, 
was struck, killing three of  the 
24 Indian sailors on board.  
A third vessel, Jalveer, a  
Guinea-Bissau-flagged tanker 
carrying 20 Indians, was at-
tacked on Thursday.

EAM raises killings of Indian 
sailors off Oman with Rubio

India completes 2nd phase of ballistic missile def shield

NDA working for youth-led development, says Modi 
Hours before leaving for France, PM Modi, in a post on X, said that the NDA 
government is working to support youth-led development. “Through 
initiatives such as start up India, Digital India, SKILL India, and Atal 
Innovation Mission, an ecosystem has emerged that encourages 
innovation, entrepreneurship and enterprises,” he said.

M U K E S H  R A N J A N  @ New Delhi

UNION Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Saturday chaired a 
meeting of  senior MHA offi-
cials and directed them to en-
sure all support to the commit-
tee on demographic change.

The panel, headed by retired 
Supreme Court Judge Justice 
Prakash Prabhakar Naole-
kar, will study demo-
graphic changes, espe-
cially in border areas. It 
will also visit metropol-
itan areas and indus-
trial towns to assess the 
changes, officials said.

“The MHA will provide lo-
gistical and other necessary 
support for proper functioning 
of  the committee,” a ministry 
spokesperson said, adding that 
agenda has been formulated at 
first meeting of  the committee.

According to the govern-
ment, the committee has been 
tasked with conducting a com-
prehensive and scientific as-

sessment of  demographic 
changes occurring in different 
parts of  the country. It will ex-
amine the causes behind such 
changes, identify emerging 
trends and recommend meas-
ures to address them.

The panel’s mandate includes 
studying the impact of  illegal 
immigration, cross-border ac-

tivities, economic opportuni-
ties and socio-environ-

mental factors that  
may influence popula-
tion movements. It will 
also investigate what 

the gover nment de-
scribes as abnormal set-

tlement patterns.
The committee will analyse 

demographic shifts across com-
munities, particularly in areas 
where population trends di-
verge significantly from broad-
er patterns. The panel has been 
asked to propose a streamlined, 
permanent mechanism for iden-
tification, detention and depor-
tation of  illegal immigrants.

S U B H E N D U  M A I T I  A N D  R A J E S H  K U M A R  T H A K U R  @ Kolkata/New Delhi

THERE was high drama at the residence of  Abhishek Ban-
erjee, national general secretary of  the Trinamool Congress, 
as a large police team raided it in the wee hours of  Saturday 
to nab his long-time trusted secretary Sumit Roy. 

The police were looking for Roy in connection with a case 
involving the alleged transfer of  crores of  rupees to his 
bank account by Sujoy Hazra, a former Trinamool 
lawmaker. 

The police zeroed in on Abhishek’s house after tracking 
Roy’s mobile tower location. They arrived around 2.30 am 
but were not let in. They then broke the lock inside the steel 
gate using a gas cutter to forced their way in, which took four 
hours. Roy was not found.

In Delhi, there was speculation on further Trinamool de-
sertions after another party Lok Sabha MP, Sudip Bandyo-
padhyay, met the BJP’s West Bengal in-charge Bhupender 
Yadav. He later called on home minister Amit Shah and is 
understood to have joined the rebels, taking their strength 
to 20. The meeting came a day before CM Suvendu Adhikari 
is due to meet the rebel group.

J A V A R I A  R A N A  @ New Delhi

INDIA has achieved another 
milestone in its long quest for a 
credible missile shield, with 
the DRDO acing three back-to-
back flight-tests of  its second-
phase, multi-layered ballistic 
missile defence (BMD) system.

The trials on June 10-11 saw 
interceptors destroy their tar-
gets in both the endo-atmos-
pheric and exo-atmospheric 
regimes, the first time the lay-
ered Phase-II architecture was 
demonstrated together in quick 
succession, the defence minis-
try disclosed on Saturday.

Phase-II is built to defend 
against faster, longer-range 
missiles than the original 
shield, with the system de-
signed to eventually scale up to 
intercontinental class. The 
DRDO said the successes had 
placed India in “the elite group 
of  nations having BMD capa-

bility” to engage threats up to 
Intercontinental Ballistic Mis-
siles (ICBMs).

The government statement 
did not specify the range of  the 
targets engaged in the trials. 
Sources, however, put the latest 
intercepts in the IRBM-class  
2,000 to 5,000-km band. 

This is far from India’s first 
tryst with missile defence. The 
two-phase BMD programme 
has logged interceptor trials 
for nearly two decades, begin-
ning with the Phase-I Prithvi 
Air Defence and Advanced Air 
Defence systems.

Phase-II opened with the 
maiden AD-1 interceptor test in 
November 2022, followed by a 
full network-centric system tri-
al in July 2024 that demonstrat-
ed a capability against 5,000-km 
class missiles. The systems 
lean on indigenous long-range 
tracking radars, low-latency 
communication links and ad-

vanced kill vehicles and are tai-
lored to counter China’s 
Dongfeng family and Pakistan’s 
Shaheen-III missiles.

In a third, separate trial, the 
DRDO carried out the maiden 
flight-test of  the Naval Anti-
Ship Missile-Medium Range 
(NASM-MR), a subsonic, sea-
skimming weapon with a strike 
range of  around 300 km.

Geared to arm MiG-29K fight-
ers, frontline warships and P-8I 
patrol aircraft, the NASM-MR 

will progressively replace the 
navy’s ageing Russian-origin 
Kh-35 anti-ship missiles.

India’s BMD testing began in 
the mid-2000s as a two-layered 
answer to Pakistan’s expand-
ing missile inventory and later 
re-calibrated against China’s 
far deeper arsenal. 

Phase-I paired the Prithvi 
Air Defence missile for high-
altitude exo-atmospheric kills 
with the Advanced Air Defence 
missile for lower endo-atmos-

pheric intercepts.
The DRDO has also begun 

work on Phase-III, anchored by 
two next-generation intercep-
tors internally designated AD-
AH and AD-AM. These are be-
ing developed to defeat a tougher 
class of  weapons. The first is the 
hypersonic glide vehicle, which 
travels above Mach 5 and  
changes trajectory mid-flight to 
dodge interception. The second 
is the missile carrying Multiple 
Independently Targetable Re-
entry Vehicles (MIRVs), where 
one launch releases several nu-
clear warheads, each pro-
grammed to strike a separate 
target. The Phase-III intercep-
tors are at an early conceptual 
stage, with the DRDO yet to be-
gin flight-testing.

China is fielding hypersonic 
systems and a growing fleet of  
long-range missiles led by the 
DF-41, while Pakistan has test-
ed the MIRV-capable Ababeel.

DRDO has begun work  
on Phase-III, anchored by 

two next-gen interceptors 
internally designated AD-AH 
and AD-AM. These are being 

developed to defeat a 
tougher class of weapons

Home Minister Amit Shah addresses MHA officials in New Delhi on Saturday |  PTI

Integrated 
warfare
Known for 

emphasis on 
integrated and 
tech-enabled 

warfare, Lt 
Gen Seth  
has been 

associated 
with the 

Army’s efforts 
to bring 

together 
combat arms, 

emerging 
technologies 

and joint 
operational 

concepts.  
The approach 
gained added 

relevance after 
Operation 

Sindoor.
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H A R P R E E T  B A J W A  @ Chandigarh

THE BJP is likely to contest the 
next Assembly election in Pun-
jab without entering into an al-
liance. The decision to field 
candidates on all 117 seats was 
deliberated upon at a two-hour 
brainstorming session between 
Punjab leaders and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, BJP 
national president Nitin Nabin 
and party’s national general 
secretary B L Santhosh on Fri-
day night in Delhi. Before meet-
ing the state leaders, Shah met 
Punjab Gover nor Ghulab 
Chand Kataria.

Punjab BJP president Kewal 
Singh Dhillon later said that 
discussions were held about 
the political scenario of  the 
state in a healthy atmosphere. 
“We will fight on all the 117 
seats in Punjab. The meeting 
was about the party strategy 
for the upcoming assembly 
elections.” He added that Nabin 
would visit Punjab from June 
20 to 22. Dhillon’s statement in-
dicates that the likelihood of  a 
coalition between the BJP and 
the Shiromani Akali Dal has 
significantly diminished.

In the meeting, Shah report-
edly asked the state party lead-
ership to work hard on the 
ground to “win the hearts of  
people and disseminate the par-
ty’s narrative across the state”. 

The issues concerning the 
state—such as drug menace, de-
teriorating law-and-order situ-
ation, religious conversions, 
soil health depletion and the al-
leged misgovernance of  the 
Aam Aadmi Party govern-
ment—figured prominently in 
the meeting. The state and cen-
tral leadership of  the party also 
discussed the depleting fiscal 
health of  the state.

In the meeting, Shah said 
that the BJP had fixed the econ-
omy and law-and-order chal-
lenges in every state it has gov-
erned, be it Gujarat, Uttar 
Pradesh or now West Bengal. 
He asked the Punjab leadership 
to convey this message to the 
state’s electorate. Sources said 
the agenda of  the meeting in-
cluded an analysis of  the politi-
cal climate, organisational 
strength and the current situa-
tion in Punjab.

GROUND EFFORT
1  The decision to field 

candidates on all 117 seats 
was deliberated upon at a 
two-hour brainstorming 
session held in Delhi

2  Shah asked the state party 
leadership to work hard on 
the ground to “win the 
hearts of the people”

A 35-year-old woman, a scrap collector, died 
after she was attacked by stray dogs in Barwani 

town in Madhya Pradesh, officials said on 
Saturday. Police are investigating the matter.

M A U L E D

MIGRANTS
3

Ahmedabad 39 29
Bhopal 35 24
Jaipur 37 25
Amritsar 36 25
Chennai 36 29
Kolkata 34 28
Srinagar 24 13 

Mumbai 33 31    
Panaji 32 28
Patna 37 28
Lucknow 37 28
Port Blair 30 28
Imphal 28 22
Chandigarh 35 26

INDIA Max MaxMin Min

Palak creates history 
with India U-19 call-up
In a landmark achievement for 
Jharkhand cricket, Kumari Palak has 
been named in the India Women’s 
Under-19 squads for the upcoming 
ODI and T20 series against Sri Lanka. 
With this, she becomes the first 
woman cricketer from the Ranchi 
District Cricket Association (RDCA) 
to earn a place in a national team. 
BCCI has announced the squads for 
the IDFC First Bank Sri Lanka 
Women’s Under-19 tour of India, 
which will comprise three T20 
Internationals and three One-Day 
matches. Palak has been included in 
both the T20 and ODI squads, 
marking a milestone in her cricketing 
journey and bringing pride to 
Jharkhand and Ranchi cricket.

CID begins profiling 
fugitives abroad
In a major push against organised 
crime and overseas-based offenders, 
Jharkhand CID has directed the SPs 
to compile detailed profiles of 
fugitives who have fled the country 
and are evading arrest. The 
information will be submitted to CID 
headquarters to support extradition 
efforts. The profiles will be used to 
prepare dossiers for forwarding to 
Interpol, enabling the issuance of 
international notices and facilitating 
the arrest and extradition of the 
accused to India. The move comes 
amid growing concerns over 
Jharkhand-linked criminals 
operating from foreign countries. 
More than half a dozen fugitives are 
running extortion networks.

State set to get first 
prison only for women
Jharkhand is set to get its first 
exclusive women’s prison, with plans 
underway to transform Sakchi Jail in 
Jamshedpur into a dedicated 
correctional facility for female 
inmates. A proposal has been 
submitted to the state government 
by Jail (IG) Sudarshan Prasad and is 
awaiting approval. Once sanctioned, 
the prison will serve as a centralised 
facility for convicted women inmates 
from across the state, offering 
specialised infrastructure and 
services designed to meet their 
specific needs. The proposed facility 
will be modelled on women’s prisons 
operating in other parts of the 
country, where functions are 
managed by women staff. 

DEAD AS POWER TOWER 
COLLAPSES IN GUJARAT

P R A S A N TA  M A Z U M D A R  @ Guwahati

THE Assam government on 
Saturday decided to stop issu-
ing Aadhaar cards to those 
aged above 18 years to prevent 
illegal immigrants from get-
ting the document. 

The Cabinet, chaired by 
Chief  Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma, exempted differently 
abled people, scheduled castes 
(SCs), scheduled tribes (STs), 
and tea garden communities. 
The exemption for applicants 
from these communities will re-
main valid up to March 31 next 
year. The restriction will not ap-
ply to people below 18 years.

Sarma said although Assam 
has already reached saturation 
in terms of  Aadhaar enrol-
ment, the cards are still being 
issued. He added that some dis-
tricts have crossed 100% of  the 
targets, registering figures as 
high as 114% and 115%.

“As Assam has already 
achieved 100% Aadhaar satura-
tion, there are apprehensions 
over who are taking Aadhaar 
cards. We want that no illegal 
immigrant can take advantage 
of  Aadhaar,” the Chief  Minis-
ter said, briefing media persons 
on the cabinet decisions.

“If  there are at all genuine 
applicants aged above 18 years, 
the Deputy Commissioners will 

Assam tightens Aadhaar 
norms to check influx: CM
Divyang, SC, ST and tea garden communities kept out of ambit

Row over Rabri’s 
diamond bracelet 
gift to folk singer
R A M A S H A N K A R  @ Patna

RJD chief  Lalu Prasad’s 79th 
birthday celebration has trig-
gered a controversy after ex-CM 
Rabri Devi gifted  a diamond-
studded golden bracelet to a 
Bhojpuri folk singer as JD(U) 
on Saturday wrote to Bihar po-
lice’s Economic Offences Unit 
(EOU), demanding a probe.

In his letter, JD(U) principal 
spokesperson Neeraj Kumar 
sought to know the price of  the 
bracelet and how it was paid 
for. “On Lalu Prasad’s birthday, 
Bhojpuri  singer Chhotu 
Chhalia was given a bracelet by 
Rabri Devi. Chhalia stated that 
it was a diamond bracelet.  
Where did this diamond brace-
let come from? What is its 
source? Where is its receipt? 
What is its market value?” Ku-
mar asked. He said the EOU 
should investigate the matter 
based on Income Tax Act 1961, 
Benami Transactions Act 1988, 
Prevention of  Money Launder-
ing Act 2002, and available evi-
dence. Copies of  the letter has 
been given to principal chief  
election commissioner (Bihar 
Jharkhand), ED Director 
(Patna) and Lokyukta.

RJD MLC Sunil Singh said 
Rabri never wears diamond 
jewellery. When Chhaliya be-
gan singing a folk song dedicat-
ed to Tejashwi’s son, Rabri, in 
her enthusiasm, gifted her ban-
gles to the singer as a reward.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Mumbai

DAYS after a video clip of  a fe-
male MBBS student from Mum-
bai’s KEM Hospital, Sejal Pa-
war, joking about the size of  
male cadavers’ private parts 
sparked controversy, the hospi-
tal and its attached medical col-
lege on Saturday placed her on 
compulsory leave for 15 days.

She reportedly made the re-
mark around three months ago 
at a show by stand-up comedian 
Pranit More. A clip doing the 
rounds on the Internet shows 
Pawar making the comment 
while recounting her experi-
ences from anatomy training. 

The latest action comes after 
the civic-run hospital formed a 
two-member committee to probe 
the controversial remark made 
by Pawar, a third year MBBS 
student, during the show. 

“Pawar has been placed on 
compulsory leave for a period 
of  15 days, with effect from 
June 13, pending detailed in-
quiry and further orders. At 
10.30 am today, she was entrust-
ed to the care and supervision 
of  her parents/guardians dur-
ing the said period,” a state-
ment issued by the office of  the 
Dean of  Seth G S Medical Col-
lege and KEM Hospital said. 

She has also been directed to 
cooperate fully with the institu-
tional inquiry and to remain 
available as and when called by 

the inquiry committee, it said. 
It further stated that a proposal 
has been submitted for the con-
stitution of  a comprehensive 
five-member inquiry commit-
tee. The All India Medical Stu-
dents’ Association has also con-
demned her remark.

Notably, Pawar is not the only 
person who has landed in soup 
over remarks made at More’s 
show. Himanshu Jangra, a web 
developer, recently lost his job 
after suggesting at the comedi-
an’s show in Gurugram that 
spending on a date entitled men 
to physical intimacy.  The Ma-
harashtra cyber police have 
registered a case against More, 
Jangra and others for allegedly 
disseminating “obscene and 
objectionable” content on so-
cial media. The National Com-
mission for Women has also 
summoned both of  them.

Meanwhile, Mumbai Mayor 
Ritu Tawade has called for a 
complete ban on More’s shows.

S U D H I R  S U R YA W A N S H I  @ Mumbai

AMID reports of  a TMC split, 
Uddhav Thackeray on Sunday 
convened his party’s parlia-
mentary board meeting, which 
was attended by senior party 
leaders besides Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha members.

There are reports that Ma-
harashtra deputy chief  minis-
ter Eknath Shinde has under-
taken ‘Operation Tiger’ to 
poach the two or three MPs of  
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv 
Sena (UBT). The operation has 
been carried out to increase 
Shiv Sena’s tally in the Lok 
Sabha and extend support to 
the BJP in the Centre so that 
the BJP can comfortably 
carry out its earlier rejected de-
limitation bill in both houses 
of  Parliament.

Union minister and Shiv 
Sena Lok Sabha MP Pratap 
Jadhav said that Operation Ti-
ger is in the last phase and that 
it will be completed soon. He 
said all the MPs of  the Shiv 
Sena (UBT) are in touch 
with DCM Eknath Shinde, and 
whenever he wishes, Operation 
Tiger will be accomplished at 
the right time and on an 
auspicious occasion.

Sources said that out of  the 
total nine Lok Sabha MPs of  
the Shiv Sena (UBT), six were 
in touch with Eknath Shinde 
and a total of  seven MPs were 
needed to avoid action under 

the anti-defection law. “DCM 
Eknath Shinde earlier called 
the meeting in Thane where all 
seven MPs of  the Shiv Sena 
(UBT) attended; three of  them 
attended the meeting online 
where they discussed the mo-
dalities and promises before 
joining the Shiv Sena. Some of  
the MPs have also taken an ad-
vance through a third person 
who is close to both the party 
and Shinde and Shiv Sena 
(UBT) MPs. But they bought 
back more time to check the 
public mood of  their respective 
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  b e f o r e 
switching sides,” said a senior 
person who is  privy to 
this development.

He added that Operation Ti-

ger will be accomplished on the 
eve of  the monsoon session of  
Parliament. “In the monsoon 
session, the BJP is likely to 
bring the delimitation and 
women’s reservation bill, 
where they need the 2/3 MPs’ 
support in both houses. Once 
the 20 MPs of  the TMC and 
eight MPs of  the Shiv Sena 
(UBT) join, the BJP will be in 
comfortable positions to pass 
it. If  needed, then another op-
eration of  NCP SP MPs is also 
kept on board. Many NCP SP 
Lok Sabha MPs are directly in 
touch with the top leadership 
of  the BJP, so senior BJP lead-
ership is directly handling that 
operation,” he added, request-
ing anonymity.

M U K E S H  R A N J A N  @ Ranchi

FOUR people were killed due to 
a toxic gas leak in an aban-
doned coal mine in Ramgarh. 
The incident took place in the 
Chapri-Bumri area under the 
Ramgarh forest zone, where 
few people had descended into 
the closed coal mine with an in-
tention to extract coal.

Ramgarh DSP, Dr Harendra 
Kumar Mahto, has confirmed 
the deaths of  all four individu-
als. According to reports, the 
individuals had entered the 
abandoned mine with an inten-
tion to extract coal but were ex-
posed to the toxic gas leaking 
inside the coal mine.

An eyewitness said one man 
entered the mine first and col-
lapsed due to a suspected gas 
leak. In an attempt to rescue 
him, three others descended 
into mine one after another and 
also lost consciousness, he said. 
Another companion then raised 
an alarm. As locals got to know 
about the incident, they gath-
ered at the site. Police and CCL 
(Central Coalfields Limited) 
teams were informed, following 
which a rescue operation was 
started. Four people were res-
cued and rushed to the hospital; 
two were declared brought 
dead, while the other two passed 
away during treatment.

The deceased have been iden-
tified as Deva Kumar Bedia and 
W Bedia, Ashish Rajwar and 
Kishore Ravani.

MBBS student from KEM 
sent on 15 days’ leave over 
her comment on cadavers

Toxic gas leak in 
abandoned coal 
mine, 4 killed

T E M P L E  R O W

Copyright move triggers religious storm
D I L I P  S I N G H  K S H AT R I YA 
@ Ahmedabad

A controversy has erupted 
around Gujarat’s pilgrimage 
town of  Salangpur in Botad 
district after the temple trust 
secured copyright and trade-
mark protection for the 54-foot-
tall “King of  Salangpur” Ha-
nu m a n  s t at u e  a n d  h i s 
sacred idol with 13 monkeys 
installed inside the temple’s 
sanctum sanctorum.

What was projected as a step 
to protect the temple’s spiritu-
al identity has now snowballed 
into a heated religious debate, 
with saints and Akhara heads 
openly challenging the move.

According to the temple ad-
ministration, the decision was 
driven by the increasing com-
mercial exploitation of  the 
temple’s identity. Images, logos 
and three-dimensional models 
of  Salangpur Hanumanji were 
allegedly being used extensive-
ly for business purposes with-

out authorisation, prompting 
the trust to seek legal protec-
tion. Temple authorities main-
tained that various intellectual 
property rights were regis-
tered with the sole objective of  
preserving the divine forms of  
Kashtabhanjan Dev Hanuman-
j i  M a h a r a j  f o r  f u t u r e 
generations.

With the legal protection 
now in force, the temple trust 
has laid down several condi-
tions. Anyone intending to 
manufacture or sell T-shirts, 
key chains, pendants, photo 

frames or any other merchan-
dise carrying the image or 3D 
model of  the “King of  Salang-
pur” idol will first have to ob-
tain written permission from 
the temple. The move is also 
expected to curb digital piracy 
by restricting social media 
pages, YouTube platforms and 
other online channels from 
commercially using the tem-
ple’s logo or exclusive artwork 
without authorisation.

Explaining the decision, 
temple administrators told lo-
cal media that the temple’s im-
age and logo were being mis-
used at several places and their 
commercial exploitation had 
increased sharply.

However, the legal protec-
tion has triggered strong re-
sistance from the religious 
community. Saints from differ-
ent Sanatan traditions have 
questioned whether any insti-
tution can claim copyright or 
trademark rights over a deity 
worshipped by millions.

N A M I TA  B A J PA I  @ Lucknow

IN the wake of  the demand of  
Shree Ram Janmabhoomi 
Teerth Kshetra Trust and act-
ing on the direction of  CM Yogi 
Adityanath, the Uttar Pradesh 
government on Saturday con-
stituted a three-member SIT to 
probe into the alleged embez-
zlement of  donation funds from 
the Ram Temple in Ayodhya 
amid mounting calls for a trans-
parent inquiry. Donations to 
the tune of  `7 crore were re-
portedly swindled.

The SIT will be headed by 
Lucknow divisional commis-
sioner Vijay Vishwas Pant 
(2004-batch IAS) while compris-
ing Lucknow range IG Kiran S 
(2008-batch IPS), who recently 
returned to the UP cadre after 
stints with the CBI and Inter-
pol, and Neelratan Kumar, spe-
cial secretary in the finance 
department with over 36 years 
of  service in the state’s finance 
and accounts cadre.

The panel has been asked to 
submit a preliminary report 
within seven days and a final 
report within 15 days.

The alleged embezzlement 
from temple donation boxes 
came to light about a week ago, 
prompting the trust to initiate 
an internal probe. Sources said 
trust officials had begun ques-
tioning suspects and attempt-
ing recovery of  funds. The trust 
later sought a formal probe, fol-
lowing which the state govern-
ment ordered the SIT.

Officials said the SIT is ex-

pected to visit Ayodhya to exam-
ine records, take over evidence 
collected so far, question sus-
pects, and interact with trust of-
ficials involved in the prelimi-
nary inquiry. Officials said the 
SIT will scrutinise how dona-
tion collections were handled, 
the internal control mecha-
nisms in place, and whether oth-
er individuals were involved in 
the alleged diversion of  funds.

Investigators are expected to 
examine records related to do-
nation counting, cash handling, 
storage, and supervision, while 
also questioning employees and 
former staff members connect-
ed with the temple administra-
tion. The probe assumes signifi-
cance given the enormous 
volume of  donations.

Denying allegations about 
the money donated at the Ram 
Temple going missing, the Shri 
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth 
Kshetra Trust on Saturday had 
urged the CM to order an SIT 
probe into the matter.

The gods of 
Sanatan 

Dharma cannot 
be bound by any 
trademark. Any 

attempt that 
insults our 

deities deserves 
condemnation.

Baba Jyotirnath 
Maharaj

Consent 
for merch

Anyone 
intending to 

manufacture 
merch carrying 

the image of 
the “King of 
Salangpur” 

idol will have 
to obtain 

written 
consent.

Report 
sought

The panel has 
been asked to 

submit a 
preliminary 

report within 
seven days and 

a final report 
within 15 days. 

The matter 
came to light a 

week ago.

RANCHI 
DIARY
M U K E S H  R A N J A N

Our correspondent 
in Jharkhand

mukesh.r@newindianexpress.com

‘Six MPs have been in touch with the Deputy CM’
Sources said that out of the total nine Lok Sabha MPs of the Shiv Sena 
(UBT), six were in touch with DCM Eknath Shinde and seven MPs were 
needed to avoid action under the anti-defection law. Operation Tiger 
will be accomplished on the eve of the monsoon session of Parliament.

Records 
under lens

Investigators 
are expected 

to examine 
records on 

donation 
counting, cash 

handling, 
storage, 

etc, while 
questioning 
employees.

THE ID BOTTLENECKAssam Cabinet 
decides to 

stop issuing 
Aadhaar cards 

to persons above

18 YRS
Move aimed

at preventing
illegal

immigrants
from obtaining

Aadhaar

DCS CAN SEND PROPOSALS IN 
GENUINE CASES, BUT GOVT 

WILL APPROVE  CARD ISSUE

Relaxation for exempted 
groups valid till March 31 

next year
People 

below 18 years 
are not affected 

by the 
restriction

CM 
says Assam has 
already reached 

Aadhaar 
saturation

have to send a proposal. The 
government will approve. How-
ever, no more Aadhaar cards 
will be issued at the Deputy 
Commissioner’s level to people 
aged above 18 years,” Sarma 
said, adding, “We want to stop 
the leakage in issuing of  
Aadhaar.”

The CM had earlier said the 
state government would be 
“very strict” in issuing Aad-
haar cards, and it would not be 
easy to get the document in As-
sam. Last year, he had said the 
Assam government was mull-
ing stricter rules for the issu-
ance of  Aadhaar cards for 
adults as part of  its efforts to 

curb illegal immigration from 
Bangladesh.

The Assam cabinet approved 
the implementation framework 
of  the Viksit Bharat Guarantee 
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) 
Act, 2025, for the state. The Act 
will be implemented from July 
1. “The budget allocation for 
the Act is `2,000 crore and 125 
man-days will be provided for 
direct wage employment under 
the Act. Moreover, under the 
Act, besides providing employ-
ment, importance will be given 
for creating assets as a result of  
the man-days,” a government 
statement said.

BJP prepares to go solo in
Punjab polls, Shah wants 
outreach at booth level

Uddhav meets MPs amid talk 
of Shinde’s ‘Operation Tiger’

SIT to probe `7-cr Ayodhya funds swindle
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TEHRAN

IRAN’s former supreme leader Ali 
Khamenei, who ruled the country 
for nearly 37 years before being 
killed in Israeli and US airstrikes 
on February 28, will be buried on 
July 9 in his hometown of  Mash-
had, state television reported 
Saturday.

The burial, initially scheduled 
for March but postponed due to the 
war, will follow three days of  fu-
neral ceremonies in Tehran begin-
ning July 4 and another in the holy 

city of  Qom on 
July 7. The funer-
al, burial and fare-
well events will 
take place during 
Muharram, a tra-
ditional period of  
mourning in the 
Shiite  Muslim 
calendar.

The procession 
is expected to be-
gin in Tehran, 

move to Qom, a stronghold of  many 
senior Shiite clerics, and then to 
Mashhad, where Khamenei will be 
buried at the Imam Reza Shrine, 
considered the holiest place among 
Shiite devotees. Funerals for 
Khamenei’s daughter and son-in-
law, who were also killed in the Feb-
ruary strike, will be held on the 
same day.

Khamenei was succeeded in 
early March by his son, Mojtaba, 
who was wounded in the strikes 
that killed his father and numer-
ous other officials. He has not ap-
peared in public since his appoint-
ment and communicates only 
through statements attributed to 
him. 

He is seen as even less compro-
mising. Khamenei took over after 
the death of  Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini in 1989 and ruled far 
longer than his predecessor, great-
ly expanding the Shiite clerical 
class and building the paramili-
tary Revolutionary Guard into the 
most important body underpin-
ning his rule. Agencies

BEIRUT

THE Lebanese army on Satur-
day withdrew its troops from a 
base in a southern Lebanese 
village after Israeli troops ad-
vanced in an area nearby, a 
military official said. Israel’s 
military appears to be trying 
to make as many gains as pos-
sible in case a US-Iran agree-
ment is reached to end the war 
in the region, which is likely 
to include Lebanon.

The departure from the army 
barracks in Kfar Tebnit came as 
the Israeli military issued an 
evacuation warning for about 20 

locations, including the south-
ern city of  Nabatiyeh and near-
by villages. Lebanon’s state-run 
National News Agency reported 
airstrikes on Saturday on differ-
ent villages near Nabati-
yeh, including one that 
killed two people in Deir 
al-Zahrani. It added that 
Nabatiyeh was subjected 
to artillery shelling on 
Saturday.

A senior Lebanese 
military official told The Asso-
ciated Press that the Lebanese 
army moved its forces from the 
Kfar Tebnit barracks following 
an incursion by Israeli forces 

into the area. The official, who 
did not elaborate, spoke on con-
dition of  anonymity in line 
with regulations. Israeli troops 
were likely trying to capture 

the strategic Ali 
Taher hill on the edge 
of  Kfar Tebnit that 
overlooks large parts 
of  Nabatiyeh and 
some of  the roads 
that link the city with 
nearby villages. Hez-

bollah said its fighters carried 
out several attacks on Saturday, 
including a morning strike tar-
geting Israeli troops near Kfar 
Tibnit with two drones. AP

Lebanese troops pull back from 
southern base as Israelis advance

IRAN TO BURY KHAMENEI ON JULY 9

Ali  Khamenei

A car lies amidst debris following an Israeli  airstrike in southern port city of Tyre |  AP

SAN FRANCISCO

Anthropic said on Friday it has sus-
pended access to two powerful AI 
models, Fable 5 and Mythos 5, to com-
ply with a US national security 
order.

Just three days after publicly 
launching Fable 5, the company said 
in a blog post that it received a gov-
ernment directive banning all foreign 
nationals, even ones who work at An-
thropic, from accessing Fable 5 and 
Mythos 5 over national security 
concerns.

“The net effect of  this order is that 

we must abruptly disable Fable 5 and 
Mythos 5 for all our customers to en-
sure compliance,” it said. The com-
pany said it received the letter at 
5.21pm (2121 GMT) on Friday.

Axios reported that the letter came 
from US Commerce Secretary 
Howard Lutnick. The US Commerce 
officials did not immediately re-
spond to a request from AFP.

The firm said that the letter did not 
state what specifically concerned the 
government. However, the firm’s “un-
derstanding is that the government 
believes it has become aware of  a 
method of  bypassing, or ‘jailbreak-
ing’” the Fable 5 model such that it 
could aid hacking. Fable 5, released on 
Tuesday, is a locked-down version of  
Mythos 5, a cutting-edge AI model that 
Anthropic has held back from the pub-
lic amid concerns that it had unprec-
edented abilities to identify software 
vulnerabilites — or holes in code that 
hackers could exploit

Mythos 5 — the unrestricted model 
— has only been released to select com-
panies. The European Union, which 
gained access to Mythos earlier in 
June after weeks of  talks, said the lat-
est development further underlined 
“Europe’s need for technological sov-
ereignty”. AFP

Anthropic shelves AI 
Fable 5, Mythos 5 over 

security fears

FILE: Dario Amodei, CEO & Co-Founder of 
Anthropic |  AP

BELFAST

THOUSANDS of  people on Sat-
urday gathered for an anti-rac-
ism rally in the Northern Irish 
city of  Belfast after unrest 
sparked by a horrific stabbing.

Protesters carried placards 
with slogans such as “Hate is 
the only threat to our streets” 
and “Belfast stands against rac-
ism”. The city saw two nights of  
disorder after video of  Monday 
night’s knife attack — which 
showed a man straddling anoth-
er lying in the street, slashing 
him with a knife — went viral 
across social media platforms.

A Sudanese man on Wednes-
day appeared in court charged 
with the attempted murder of  
Stephen Ogilvie, who remains 
in hospital. Protester Hilary 
Hunter, 63, said she was “dis-
gusted at what’s going on” and 
that those “causing all the prob-
lems aren’t speaking for us,” at 
the rally organised by Unite 
Against Racism.

Northern Ireland Secretary 
Hilary Benn on Thursday said 
the rioting had created a sense 
of  fear with some people being 
“intimidated” and “burned out 
of  their houses by masked 
thugs on the basis of  the colour 
of  their skin”. He said there 
had been reports of  people be-
ing stopped in their cars to be 
asked their nationality on their 
way to work, describing it as 
“completely unacceptable”.

Local councillor Seamas de 
Faoite of  the SDLP, the main 
Northern Irish nationalist par-
ty, said people had turned out to 
show that they were “appalled” 
at the “racist violence.

He said organisations across 
the city had been working tire-
lessly to rehome people who 
were now “too frightened” to go 
back to their homes. AFP

Belfast answers 
racist unrest 
with citywide 
anti-hate rally

People turn out for a demonstration 
against racism and call  for calm in 
central Belfast |  AFP

Bruel faces two new 
sex abuse complaints
PARIS: Two women have filed 
new complaints of sexual abuse 
against French pop icon Patrick 
Bruel, prosecutors and their 
lawyer said Saturday, in the latest 
accusations against the singer 
under investigation. The 67-year-
old, a major figure in French 
popular culture with several 
top-selling albums and dozens of 
film appearances, denies any 
wrongdoing. One woman accuses 
Bruel of attempted rape and 
sexual assault during a film 
festival in La Reunion in 2007, the 
prosecutor’s office in Paris suburb 
of Nanterre said.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

GLOBAL
WEATHER

OTHERS

brides



1 For over 
three 
decades, 

BoJ held interest 
rates at zero and 
even below zero

2 Japan 
ended up as 
the largest 

foreign holder of US 
government debt at 
over $1.20 trillion

3 If Japanese 
investors 
liquidate, US 

treasury yields will rise, 
leading to turmoil in the 
global financial system

Bank of Japan is likely to 
raise interest rates by 
25 bps, while the US 
markets expect hike 
anytime this year to rein 
in inflationary pressures

YEN CARRY
TRADE

IDBI Bank launches 
hackathon IDBI Innovate 
2026 for banking sector
IDBI Bank announced the launch of 
its hackathon, “IDBI Innovate 
2026,” a forward-looking initiative 
aimed at fostering innovation and 
accelerating digital transformation 
across the banking ecosystem. The 
event was formally inaugurated by 
Rakesh Sharma, MD & CEO, IDBI 
Bank, marking a significant step in 
the Bank’s commitment to 
embracing next-generation 
technologies. Built around the 
theme “Build. Integrate. 
Transform.”, the hackathon invites 
participation from start-ups, 
fintechs, developers, and 
innovators from across India. The 
initiative is designed to harness 
creative and technological talent to 
address real-world challenges faced 
by the banking industry. Sharma 
said: “We aim to create dynamic 
solutions that brings together 
bright minds and innovative ideas 
to reimagine banking solutions. 
This hackathon reflects our 
commitment to digital excellence 
and customer-centric innovation.”

South Eastern Railway celebrates World 
Environment Day in Kolkata
South Eastern Railway celebrated World Environment Day at its 
Headquarters, Garden Reach on June 5. To commemorate World 
Environment Day, a Plastic-free campaign is being organized from 
May 15 to June 5, 2026. The campaign aims to promote this year’s 
theme of “Climate Change,”, highlighting the importance of reducing 
plastic waste and promoting sustainable practices. On the occasion 
of World Environment Day, Anil Kumar Jain, General Manager, South 
Eastern Railway, planted saplings at North Colony, Garden Reach. 
Principal Head of the Departments (PHODs) also planted saplings 
during the programme.

Nalanda varsity signs 2 MoUs in Mongolia to advance academic, cultural coop
Nalanda University has further strengthened the enduring civilizational, 
cultural, and academic relationship between India and Mongolia through the 
signing of two significant Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) with 
premier Mongolian institutions during a high-level academic engagement in 
Ulaanbaatar on 8–9 June. The first MoU was signed on 8 June between 
Nalanda University and Gandantegchinlen Monastery (Gandan Monastery), 
Mongolia, at the historic Ganden Monastery in Ulaanbaatar. The agreement 
was signed by Professor Sachin Chaturvedi, Vice Chancellor of Nalanda 
University, and Geshe Lharampa Javzandorj Dulamragchaa, Khamba Nomun 
Khan, Supreme Abbot and Head of Gandan Monastery.

S U N I T H A  N AT T I 

ONE of  the biggest macro 
events is barreling towards 
global markets this week.

Two of  the world’s most 
powerful central banks will 
announce interest rate deci-
sions barely 24 hours apart.
One is widely expected to raise 
rates, the other may indicate 
its intent to do so. Together, 
the decisions may set global fi-
nancial markets on fire and 
mark the beginning of  the 
most testing times of  2026.

On Tuesday, the Bank of  Ja-
pan (BoJ) is all set to raise 
rates by 25 bps from 0.75% to 
1%. That’s the highest level 
since 1995! Worryingly though, 
its impact is likely to be felt be-
yond Japan, dominantly in the 
US and broadly in the rest of  
the world. For over three dec-
ades, BoJ held interest rates at 
zero and even below zero en-
couraging investors to borrow 
funds at ultra cheap rates, and 
invest elsewhere like US equi-
ties, bonds, crypto, and so on 
fetching higher returns.

As a result, Japan ended up 
as the largest foreign holder of  
US government debt at over 
$1.20 trillion and hence the 
most vulnerable to interest 
rate shocks in Japan. Higher 
rates also firm up Japanese 
bond yields and as the gap 
with the US Treasuries cor-
rect, investors will be tempted 
to unwind dollar holdings, and 
convert back to yen.

For instance, JGBs now of-
fer higher income than stocks 
for the first time since 2008. In 
January, the yield on 10-year 
JGB hit the highest level since 
1997 and now stands at about 
2.65%. If  Japanese investors 

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U @ Bengaluru

DAYS after Anthropic released 
its Fable 5 and Mythos 5 artifi-
cial intelligence models, the 
US government has ordered to 
suspend access to these mod-
els outside the country. 

Anthropic said it received 
the export control directive on 
Friday at 5.21 pm Eastern 
Time and immediately began 
taking steps to disable the 
models to comply with it. It 
said that the directive covered 
nations outside the US and af-
fected access to the models. 
Other Anthropic models were 
not part of  the order.

Company disagrees 
Anthropic said that the gov-
ernment order did not provide 
details about the national se-
curity concerns behind the de-
cision. In a statement, the 
company said, “We believe 
this is a misunderstanding 
and are working to restore ac-
cess as soon as possible.”

According to Anthropic, of-
ficials had raised concerns 
about a possible method to by-
pass safety protections in Fa-
ble 5. The company said it dis-

agreed with the assessment 
and maintained that the is-
sues involved previously 
k n o w n  a n d  l i m i t e d 
vulnerabilities.

Anthropic had introduced 
Fable 5 on June 9, describing 
it as a version of  the Mythos-
class system designed for gen-
eral use with safeguards. My-

thos 5 continued to be available 
only to selected organisations 
under controlled programmes. 
The company had said the 
safeguards in Fable 5 were in-
tended to restrict responses in 
sensitive areas while allowing 
broader access to advanced 
capabilities.

Amid developments around 
advanced AI systems, former 
Infosys director Mohandas Pai 
called for a larger national ef-
fort on AI in India.

In a post on X addressed to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Pai said India required 
an AI mission led by the Prime 
Minister with Infosys co-
founder Nandan Nilekani as 
vice-chair, along with mem-
bers from the private sector 
and the government.

“We are way behind and 
need a national mission to get 
going quickly. Existing gov-
ernment programs are too 
slow, way too small to make 
any large impact. We need an 
annual `50,000-crore fund for 
deep tech and AI, a `200,000-
crore ELGS Guarantee Fund 
to build Hyper cloud, hard-
ware and chips,” Pai wrote. 

P U S H P I TA  D E Y  @ New Delhi

THE Institute of  Chartered 
Accountants of  India (ICAI) 
will constitute a separate tech-
nical group on a suo motu ba-
sis to examine issues arising 
from the Rajesh Exports case 
even as the Sebi has referred 
the matter to the National Fi-
nancial Reporting Authority 
(NFRA) for further probe.

“The technical group will do 
a desktop review without seek-
ing any documents or informa-
tion from the auditor of  the 
company concerned,” said 
ICAI President CA Prasanna 
Kumar D to TNIE.

SEBI has referred the mat-
ter to NFRA for further inves-
tigation along with the interim 
report.  Accordingly, another 
institute or body cannot initi-
ate or continue any proceed-
ings in such matters, unless 
NFRA specifically approaches 
for the same.

“The group will review the 
general purpose financial 
statements and auditors’ re-
port thereon with a view to de-
termine compliance with the 
generally accepted accounting 
principles, the disclosure re-
quirements,” he said.

S A N A L  S U D E V A N  @ Chennai

INDIA’S vertical storage in-
dustry, also known as rack 
storage solutions, is expected 
to nearly double in size to 
around `7,000 crore by 2030,
driven by rising demand from 
manufacturers for storage fa-
cilities located close to produc-
tion units and supported by 
government initiatives such as 
PM Gati Shakti and the devel-
opment of  multimodal logis-
tics parks. 

Vikas Choudaha, Business 
Head, Godrej Storage Solu-
tions Business, part of  the Go-
drej Enterprises Group, said 
companies are increasingly 
looking to optimise land use 
through vertical storage 
infrastructure.

“We are seeing a growing 
number of  industries wanting 
to make more efficient use of  
available land. Many are also 
considering two- or three-sto-
rey facilities. When we started 
our Chennai facility in 2001, 

warehouse heights were typi-
cally around 7 metres. Today, 
they have gone up to nearly 20 
metres,” he told TNIE.

He said the push for efficient 
land utilisation, coupled with 
economic growth and support-
ive government policies, would 
continue to drive demand for 
vertical storage solutions.

Recently, the company set up 
a 120-foot automated rack-clad 
warehouse for a pharmaceuti-
cal major in Gujarat. 

“It is not feasible for pharma 
companies to maintain stor-

age facilities outside their 
premises. Through efficient 
land utilisation, we installed a 
120-foot rack-clad warehouse 
for a pharma firm in Gujarat,” 
he said.

Choudaha added that shrink-
ing space availability in key 
urban locations is also encour-
aging the adoption of  vertical 
parking facilities by malls and 
commercial establishments.

The company is witnessing 
strong growth opportunities 
in the third-party logistics 
(3PL) segment, which current-

ly contributes around 7-8% of  
its revenue.

“We engage with 3PL cus-
tomers at an early stage and 
provide customised storage so-
lutions based on their require-
ments,” he said.

Godrej Storage Solutions 
contributes nearly ̀ 1,500 crore 
to the overall revenue of the
Godrej Enterprises Group.

According to Choudaha, the 
3PL sector is expected to grow 
rapidly as more industries fo-
cus on manufacturing and out-
source logistics operations.

The company had earlier 
planned to establish a second 
manufacturing facility in 
Chennai. However, those plans 
were shelved after the acquisi-
tion of  Armes Maini in Ben-
galuru in 2024. 

It is now scouting for land 
near its Ambattur Industrial 
Estate facility for a new plant. 
In 2024, the company had pro-
posed an investment of  `350-
400 crore for a second Chennai 
facility. 

RISK FACTOR
1  Anthropic said it received 

the export control directive

2  Officials raise concerns 
about a possible method 
to bypass safety 
protections in Fable 5

3  Anthropic had introduced 
Fable 5 on June 9

$114.5 BN 
Value of gold in India’s forex 
reserve at the end of June 5 week, 
during which the value of the 
metal holding grew by $2 billion 

liquidate, US Treasury yields 
will firm up and when that 
happens, it’s the global finan-
cial system that wobbles. And 
here’s the biggest wrecking 
ball. It’s not just Japan, but the 
US Federal Reserve (Fed) too is 
set to announce its policy deci-
sion on Wednesday.

Fed chair Kevin Warsh isn’t 
expected to raise rates in his 
very first meeting. Markets 
aren’t pricing it either, but 
they will closely watch the 
Fed’s forward guidance, the 
dot plot indicating each Fed 
member’s rate forecast opin-
ion for hawkish signs, which 
in turn can push the dollar 
higher notwithstanding a do-
vish statement, and finally, the 
Fed chair’s policy statement.  

But the very thought of  
tightening is pointing to high-
er borrowing costs. For in-
stance, yields on 2-year Treas-
ury notes (which are most 
sensitive to changes in Fed pol-
icy) jumped to their highest 
level in over a year. At about 
4.15%, the 2-year yield is well 
above the Fed’s 3.5-3.75% rate 

band. Likewise, the bench-
mark 10-year yield is danger-
ously inching closer to 5% — a 
level widely considered as sui-
cidal for the US government.

In short, the policy moves 
from the world’s two topmost 
monetary mandarins are in-
variably intertwined and may 
even set off  a global financial 
contagion. Widening interest 
rate differential isn’t the only 
reason Japan will likely liqui-
date US Treasuries. Given ris-
ing energy costs and higher 
import bill thanks to the West 
Asia war, the Japanese cur-
rency yen saw sharp deprecia-
tion breaking the 160 level 
against the dollar in April. So 
Japan did what any central
bank does to defend its cur-
rency, which is to sell dollars.

In April and May, the BoJ in-
dulged in a record-breaking 
currency intervention liqui-
dating US Treasuries and 
spending $75 billion to resur-
rect yen. But the sale of  Treas-
uries sent shockwaves through 
the US’ financial system push-
ing up bond yields, which in 

turn raises borrowing costs 
for American households and 
businesses and importantly 
increases the interest burden 
for the US government.

Put another way, a currency 
crisis in Tokyo unleashed 
mayhem in US markets. 

Meanwhile,  Fed chair 
Warsh’s first meeting comes 
with an unwelcome backdrop 
of  rising inflation, volatile oil 
prices, and a jobs market run-
ning hot. By all means, mar-
kets expect at least one 25 bps 
hike this year to rein in infla-
tionary pressures.

But expectations of  a rate 
change rattles currencies. 
When US rates rise, dollar-de-
nominated assets like bonds 
become attractive. And as in-
terest rate differential between 
the US and other countries 
widen, the currencies other 
than dolllar weaken. Which is 
what is happening in Japan, 
India and almost everywhere. 
Alarmingly, for countries with 
higher import bills, a depreci-
ating currency is a double 
whammy. Take for instance, 
Bank Indonesia that was 
forced to raise rates by 75 bps 
to 5.5% in just three weeks as 
the rupiah breached 18,000 to 
the dollar for the first time in 
Indonesian history.

That said, higher inflation 
and rising rates aren’t favour-
able to anyone. While Japan’s 
$9 trillion debt is more than 
twice its economic output at 
over $4 trillion, the US’ $39 tril-
lion debt is a known ticking 
time-bomb. Every 1% increase 
in borrowing costs adds over 
2.5% of  annual interest ex-
pense to GDP in Japan. In case 
of  the US, it adds $6 billion 
debt each passing day.

K I R A N  M A Z U M D A R - S H A W 

S Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi com-
pletes a decade in of-
fice, it is an appropri-
ate moment to reflect 
on a leadership jour-
ney that has sought to 

reshape India’s development 
trajectory and redefine its place 
in the world.

History ultimately judges 
leaders by the institutions they 
build, the opportunities they 
create and the confidence they 
inspire in a nation. By those 
measures, one of  the defining 
features of  the past decade has 
been a strategic belief  in In-
dia’s ability to emerge as a glo-
bal knowledge economy pow-
ered by science, technology, 
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship.  What distinguishes this 
period is the recognition that 
scientific capability is not 
merely an academic pursuit, it 
is a strategic national asset. It 
underpins economic competi-
tiveness, technological sover-
eignty, healthcare security, en-
ergy resilience and long-term 
national prosperity. Under 
Prime Minister Modi’s leader-
ship, science and technology 
have moved closer to the cen-
tre of  India’s development 
agenda.

Biotechnology growth
Over the past decade, India’s 
bioeconomy has evolved from a 
promising sector into a power-
ful engine of  growth. The vi-
sion of  Atmanirbhar Bharat 
has been interpreted not as in-
ward-looking self-sufficiency, 
but as the creation of  globally 
competitive capabilities that 
enable India to innovate, manu-
facture and lead.

The numbers tell a compel-
ling story. India’s bioeconomy 
has expanded from approxi-
mately $10 billion in 2014 to 
over $165 billion today. During 
the same period, the number of  
biotechnology startups has 
grown from fewer than 100 to 
more than 11,000, creating one 
of  the world’s most vibrant bio-
tech innovation ecosystems.

This growth has been sup-
ported by a series of  forward-
looking policy initiatives. The 
BioE3 Policy— focused on Bio-
technology for Economy, Envi-
ronment and Employment— 
the Anusandhan National 
Research Foundation, and the 
`1 lakh crore Research, Devel-
opment and Innovation Fund 
are creating the institutional 
framework needed to translate 
scientific discovery into com-
mercial and societal impact.

Equally important is the 

emergence of  indigenous inno-
vation across the healthcare 
value chain. The GenomeIndia 
Project, India’s first CAR-T can-
cer cell therapies, advances in 
mRNA vaccine platforms, in-
digenous antibiotic develop-
ment, successful gene therapy 
programmes and the establish-
ment of  a National Biobank 
collectively demonstrate In-
dia’s growing scientific matu-
rity. The recently announced 
Biopharma SHAKTI initiative 
further strengthens this mo-
mentum by supporting biolog-

ics and biosimilars innovation, 
advanced manufacturing, clini-
cal research, regulatory excel-
lence and specialised talent 
development.

Taken together, these initia-
tives reflect a coherent national 
strategy to position biotechnol-
ogy as a major driver of  eco-
nomic growth, innovation and 
societal impact. If  sustained 
with the same ambition and ex-
ecution, they could propel In-
dia’s bioeconomy towards the 
$1 trillion milestone by 2047.

Building leadership
At a time when AI is rapidly be-
coming the defining technology 
of  the 21st century, India has 
recognised that technological 
leadership cannot be out-
sourced. The launch of  Bharat-
Gen, India’s first government-
funded multilingual generative 
AI initiative, signals a determi-
nation to participate in the glo-
bal AI race on India’s own 

terms while addressing the lin-
guistic diversity that is unique-
ly Indian.

Beyond AI, India has also 
moved decisively into quantum 
technologies. The National 
Quantum Mission, backed by 
an investment exceeding ̀ 6,000 
crore, reflects an understand-
ing that quantum computing, 
communications and cyberse-
curity will profoundly influ-
ence future economic and stra-
tegic competitiveness.

These investments are help-
ing lay the foundations for a 
new generation of  deep tech en-
terprises while strengthening 
India’s aspiration to emerge as 
a leading AI-powered and inno-
vation-driven economy.

Strengthening capabilities
Modi’s emphasis on long-term 
capability building is equally 
evident in sectors that are fun-
damental to national resilience. 
In nuclear energy, India 
achieved a historic milestone
with the first criticality of  the 
500 MWe Prototype Fast Breed-
er Reactor at Kalpakkam. This 
places India among a select 
group of  nations possessing ad-
vanced Fast Breeder Reactor 
technology and marks an im-
portant step in the country’s 
long-term three-stage nuclear 
programme.

The nation’s space pro-
gramme has evolved from dem-
onstrating technological capa-
bility to pursuing ambitious 
missions that reflect growing 
scientific confidence. Signifi-
cant progress under the Gagan-
yaan programme has brought 
India closer to human space-
flight, underscoring India’s 
emergence as a serious player 
in global space exploration.

Whether in biotechnology, 
artificial intelligence, quantum 
technologies, nuclear energy or 
space exploration, the objective 
has been consistent: to create 
an India that innovates in In-
dia, develops in India, manu-
factures in India and competes 
with the very best in the world. 
The Prime Minister’s most en-
during contribution will not be 
any single programme or poli-
cy initiative. It will be the con-
fidence he has instilled in In-
dia’s ability to think big, aspire 
boldly and pursue global lead-
ership in areas that will define 
the future. 

As India advances towards 
its centenary of  independence, 
that belief  in science, innova-
tion and technological self-reli-
ance may prove to be one of  the 
most important foundations of
a truly developed India.

The author is the executive 
Chairperson of  Biocon

A

T H I R D - E Y E  V I E W

SCIENTIFIC CAPABILITIES 
AS STRATEGIC ASSETS

India has moved decisively 
into quantum technologies. 
The `6,000 crore National 
Quantum Missionreflects an 
understanding that quantum 
computing, communications 
and cybersecurity will 
profoundly influence future 
economic and strategic 
competitiveness

Japan vs US: Tale of 2 interest rates
With Japan being the top investos, BoJ rate hike may trigger massive sell-off US govt bonds

Anthropic asked to disable 
Fable 5, Mythos 5 outside US

ICAI to take up 
Rajesh Exports 
case suo motu

Rack storage to grow into `7k cr industry by ’30
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IF YOU’RE GOING 
THROUGH HELL, KEEP 
GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL
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GERMANY LOOK TO 
UNLEASH TALENTS

Germany boast some exciting 
talents like Jamal Musiala, Florian 

Wirtz and the expectations are 
high this time around. The team, 

led by the seasoned Joshua 
Kimmich, will be intent on making 

a strong start.

MOMENT OF PRIDE  
FOR CURACAO

It will be a big moment for the 
island nation with a population 

of roughly 1,85,000 when the 
players enter the pitch. They’ll 
be eager to leave a good first 

impression.

Group E: Germany vs Curacao 
(10:30 PM) @ Houston Stadium

Live Action

Group E: Ivory Coast vs 
Ecuador in Philadelphia Stadium 

(4.30 am on Monday)
Group F

Sweden vs Tunisia in Estadio 
Monterrey (7.30 am on Monday)

Other ties

GERMANY: Neuer 
(1); Kimmich (6), Tah (4), 
Schlotterbeck (15), Brown 

(18); Pavlovic (5), Nmecha 
(23), Sane (19), Musiala (10), 

Wirtz (17), Havertz (7).

All LIVE on Unite8 Sports & Zee5

Ghana protest over 
Partey issue
ACCRA: Ghana said Saturday it 
has formally lodged a protest 
over Canada’s refusal to issue 
a visa for the World Cup to 
player Thomas Partey, who 
is facing trial in Britain on 
rape charges. In a 
statement the posted on 
social media by the 
Foreign Minister Sam 
Okudzeto Ablakwa, 
Ghana called Canada’s 
decision “high-handed and 
extremely unfair”, calling 
Partey, “a key member of 
Ghana’s senior national team”.

Kids’ nonprofit 
stands for Somali ref
SEATTLE: Ali Abdulla was over the 
moon when he learned his youth-
soccer nonprofit would receive 20 
free tickets to the World Cup. Then 
the US barred Omar Artan — the 
first Somali referee set to officiate 
in the WC — from entering the 
country. Abdulla, himself a Somali 
refugee, wanted to do something 
in solidarity, and first thought of 
giving up his position as a 
volunteer FIFA “ambassador.” But, 
he said, when he told parents and 
coaches about his decision, they 
suggested something: Give back 
the tickets.

Diaspora fans  
back Congo
HOUSTON: Wearing elegant black 
suits decked out with leopard-
print sashes and matching bags, 
Congo’s World Cup team arrived in 
Houston despite ebola-related 
restrictions that have kept fans 
home from the games. The deadly 
epidemic that has ravaged eastern 
parts of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) is continuing to 
spread, World Health Organization 
(WHO) officials warned Friday. 
Members of the Congolese 
diaspora are ready to cheer the 
team, noting most fans can’t 
afford to undergo a 21-day 
quarantine on top of ticket and 
travel costs for the games.

QUICK PASSES HEN Folarin Balo-
gun’s mother was 
heavily pregnant, 
one of  the officials 
at the airport in 
New York, refused 

permission for her to fly back to 
London. That was how Balo-
gun was born in Brooklyn in 
the Big Apple and not Eng-
land. When both the baby 
and the mother were de-
clared fit for travel, they 
moved back. Even from a 
very young age, it was 
clear that Balogun had 
something about him. 

When he was pro-
gressing through the 

ranks at Arsenal as a 
youth prospect, he broke several 
age-group goal-scoring records.
He was touted to have a big ca-
reer ahead of  him even when he 
was just a child. He did feature 
for the London giants as a teen 
but Arsenal had several older, 
experienced strikers ahead of  
him. The club itself  was going 
through an identity crisis so 
they decided to move on from 
one of  their own rather quickly. 
First, he went on loan to Stade 
de Reims in 2022. There, he ex-
celled as he became the top-scor-
ing Under-21 forward across Eu-
rope’s top-five leagues. Monaco, 
who feature in the same league 
as Reims, acted and signed him 
from Arsenal on a deal worth 
north of  $35mn.  

In the city of  stars and in 
front of  some of  the biggest 
(Tom Cruise, Bradley Cooper 
and Leonardo DiCaprio to name 
just three), Balogun was central 
to the USMNT’s best-ever 45 
minute period in their 96-year 

G O M E S H  S  @ Chennai

IN sport, pressure comes in dif-
ferent versions. Till midnight 
on November 3, 2025, India 
women felt it in the form of  des-
peration. To win a global title. 
To stop being the nearly-team 
and cross the final hurdle. To 
become World Champions after 
being on the other side in mul-
tiple editions across formats. 
To carry the weight of  a billion 
dreams and show the 
young girls across 
the country that they 
have a chance.

It is a burden they 
carried for 21 years 
since reaching the 
ODI World Cup final 
for the first time in 
2005. That night the 

wait ended. Harmanpreet Kaur 
and her 15 women had their 
crowning moment. And the 
weight that carried, to quote 
the skipper from one of  the ICC 
videos after the final, felt as 
light as the confetti falling 
around them. 

Six months on, Kaur and In-
dia women embark on their 
journey to search for another 
ICC title, this time in the T20 
format.  There is no despera-

tion this time. But 
pressure comes in a 
different form — ex-
pectations. As the 
reigning ODI cham-
pions, they know 
what it takes to win 
a world title.

Full story: 
newindianexpress.com 

E N S  @ Guadalaraja

FIFA on Friday blamed the 
empty seats during the World 
Cup match between South Ko-
rea and the Czech Republic in 
Guadalajara on fans who 
watched from the concourses. 
There were many visible empty 
spots at the 45,664-capacity 
Guadalajara Stadium, with sec-
tions in the middle of  the stands 
showing many unoccupied 
spaces and with other empty 

seats scattered around the ven-
ue. The announced attendance 
was 44,985 — including FIFA 
President Gianni Infantino.

“Official attendance figures 
reflect the number of  tickets 
scanned and spectators present 
within the stadium footprint, 
rather than visual assessments 
of  seating occupancy at any 
given moment during the 
match,” FIFA said. On Friday, 
the stadium in Toronto was 
close to full for Canada’s tie.
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A G E N C I E S  @ Willemstad (Curacao)

THERE won’t be millions of  
people from Curaçao cheering 
on their national team in the 
World Cup, because Curaçao 
doesn’t have millions of  people.

Not even close. Before the 
tour nament even begins, 
Curaçao has already crafted a 
story like none other in World 
Cup history. 

A tiny island country — au-
tonomous territory, if  you pre-
fer — of  about 156,000 residents 
in the Caribbean is now the 

smallest, both in terms of  popu-
lation and land mass, to make it 
to soccer’s biggest stage. And if  
that wasn’t enough, it’s doing so 
under a coach in Dick Advocaat 
who, at 78, is about to become 
the oldest the tournament has 
ever seen.

They know what the world is 
probably thinking: Their coun-
try is too small, their coach is 
too old, they don’t have a chance. 
They heard all that through the 
qualifying process as well — and 
here they are. “We have made 
history,” Curacao defender Sher-

el Floranus said. “We are writ-
ing our own history, for this is-
land.” The way they see it, 
they’ve already won.

On Sunday, the tiny nation 
will take on the Goliath of  world 
football Germany. The stage is 
set for an emotional game for 
the tiny nation. Just for compar-
ison, Houston houses 15 times as 
many people as the island. 

The island was part of  the 
Netherlands Antilles until Octo-
ber 2010, when it became a more 
autonomous “constituent coun-
try” of  the Netherlands. 

S W A R O O P  S W A M I N A T H A N

SERGEJ Barbarez surveilled 
the scene in front of  him. In 
front of  positively heaving Ca-
nadian crowd in Toronto, the 
coach of  the Bosnian team may 
have been filled with regret. Af-
ter taking a lead against the run 
of  play against the hosts, his 
team — in only their second 
World Cup after independence 
— had held on for the best part 
of  an hour before Cyle Larin 
lashed home from the edge of  
the box. 

In the end, it was a creditable 
point but it could have been so 
much more. After all, Barbarez 
knows all about the point of  
having a winning hand. A cred-
itable poker player, Barbarez’s 
story from Bosnia’s captain 
during his playing days to be-
ing the main man in the dug-
out is stuff  that belongs in a 
book. Having retired as one of  
the best players in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina’s history, he did 
his coaching badges. But he 
never felt the urge to scratch 
that particular itch so he 
swapped football for Europe’s 
poker tables. Apart from poker, 
he also became a noteworthy 
media pundit, somebody who 
wasn’t too pleased with the 
Bosnian football was going. 
That particular rhetoric was 
amped up in 2024 when the side 
suffered off  and on the pitch. 
So when the federation ap-
proached Barbarez in 2024, the 
task was two-fold. “Make us 
competitive and take us to the 
Euros in 2028.” That’s how Bar-
barez’s first ever coaching job 
happened to be with the nation-
al team whose jersey he used to 
wear proudly as captain. The 
apogee of  his coaching career 
came a few months ago when 
Bosnia eliminated Italy in a 
dramatic penalty shootout in 
the playoffs in March. The 
poker player had played his 
cards right to engineer one of  
their greatest football nights. 
Result: Canada 1 (Larin 78’) drew with Bosnia-
Herzegovina 1 (Lukic) 
 Full story: newindianexpress.com

TODAY’S 
MATCHES

Bangladesh vs 
Netherlands, 

Edgbaston, 3PM
India vs Pakistan, 

Edgbaston, 7PM
Live on Star Sports 

and JioHotstar

FIFA blames fans for empty seats

The match between Czech Republic and 
South Korea saw many empty spots at 
the Guadalajara Stadium | AP

World Cup history. 
****
When a 16-year-old Balogun 

started featuring in England’s 
national set-up (he played for 
the country’s U17 set-up in 2018), 
it was assumed that he would 
commit to England. His parents 
were settled in London. He had 
grown up in London. He was 
wearing the colours of  one of  
England’s biggest clubs. But the 
pathway in front of  him wasn’t 
too clear even if  the English FA 
were interested in him. 

So, even as the teen made it all 
the way to the country’s U21 set-
up, the US never gave hope; at 
one point, he was simultaneous-
ly playing for age-group sides of  
both countries. The turning 
point came in 2023 when US fed-
eration officials had meetings 
with him. It also helped that US 
fans, who saw him at a basket-
ball game, made their feelings 
clear. That was the catalyst. 

“It was a long process,” he 
had told reporters after FIFA 
had approved his switch to rep-
resent the US in senior football. 
“I was out in Orlando just doing 
some training (in the break be-

fore the start of  the 2024 season) 
and then the (US) squad was 
also in Orlando as well at camp, 
and the manager reached out to 
me, he said that it’d be good for 
me to come in and have some 
food and sit down and talk with 
him. I was with my agent as 
well, so the timing was good. We 
spoke about a lot of  things and 
he just explained the vision for 
US Soccer. In the end, we had a 
discussion, I went back home, I 
still had some time to obviously 
think and take in what he was 
saying and then I came to my 
conclusion.” 

At the World Cup in 2022, he 
was also drawn by the energy 
and vigour the squad — the av-
erage age made them the second 
youngest roster in Qatar — had 
displayed (what was unspoken 
was also important; while Eng-

land had Harry Kane, a bonafide 
great, US didn’t have anyone re-
motely as good at centre 
forward).

Mauricio Pochettino has a 
way with squad profiles similar 
to that of  the US team. He’s a 
coach who likes players who are 
comfortable pressing. Under 
him, there can be no passengers 
because that is the energy he de-
mands. That was the exact tem-
plate he had when he was at Tot-
tenham and they were flying. 

US officials had wanted Po-
chettino to mould the team in 
his own image but there was a 
catch. He wouldn’t come cheap 
and the federation couldn’t pos-
sibly afford him on his terms. 
So they made a pitch to several 
billionaires, hedge-fund CEOs. 
“What the US did have, though, 
was ambition,” the Athletic re-
ported on Saturday. “Plus bil-
lionaires and corporations will-
ing to fund it.” The gap was met 
by a few of  them to ensure they 
got Pochettino on board. 
Friday’s result: USA 4 (Bobadilla 7’ (OG), 
Balogun 31’, 45+5’, Reyna 90+8’) Paraguay 1 
(Mauricio 73’).

Blue wave from tiny Curacao is making history

Captain, poker 
player, TV 
pundit and 
Bosnia coach

USA went out of their way to convince the striker to represent them 
& also brought in the highly-rated Pochettino with the help of 

billionaires. On Friday night, the forward hit a double as US made a 
dream start. Swaroop Swaminathan with the backstory...

Curacao players during a training session in Boca Raton on Saturday |  AFP

Folarin Balogun (20) celebrates with teammates after scoring on Friday  |  AFP

Balo-gun start
4 This is the first time that the 

USMNT scored four goals in a 
World Cup game 

1930 No USMNT player has 
scored more than a 

single goal in a WC game after the 
inaugural edition in 1930   

After ODI triumph, India 
women seek immortal glory

DUTCH’S DEFENCE 
Even in the absence of Jurrien Timber, 
the Dutch team possess an array of 
stars in the back four led by Liverpool’s 
Virgil van Dijk. Ahead of them, Frankie 
de Jong will be the orchestrator. Man 
City’s Tijani Reijnders will be the one 
to keep an eye on further forward. 

BEST OF ASIA
Japan have had a few injury problems 
but they are one of the most technical 
sides. Their quick interplay and 
passing will catch the eye and could 
pose problems. In the last year alone, 
they have beaten England and Brazil in 
friendlies. Watch out for Samurai Blue.

Three-time finalists Netherlands will take on  Japan in what promises to be 
a fascinating contest. A look...

Intriguing contest

Live Action Netherlands vs Japan @ Dallas Stadium, 1.30 AM on Monday 
LIVE on Unite8 Sports and Zee5

NETHERLANDS: Verbruggen (1); Dumfries 
(22), Van Hecke (6), Van Dijk (4), Van de 
Ven (15); Gravenberch (8), De Jong 
(21), Reijnders (14); Malen (18), 
Depay (10), Gakpo (11).

JAPAN: Suzuki 
(1); Watanabe 

(16), Taniguchi (3), H 
Ito (21); Doan (10), Ka 

Sano (24), Kamada (15), 
Nakamura (13); Kubo (8), 

Ueda (18), J Ito (14).

NETHERLANDS

JAPAN

1
18

10

1
8

3

1518
21

16

8

4

11
15

22

21

14

6

14
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E X P R E S S  R E A D

Rana given emotional farewell in Varanasi 
VARANASI/DEHRADUN: Hundreds gathered in Varanasi with tearful 

eyes on Saturday to bid a final farewell to India’s shooting legend 
Jaspal Rana, whose mortal remains were flown in by air ambulance 

from Dehradun, two days after he succumbed to cardiac complications.  
Rana, 49, passed away on Thursday following a brief illness. 

Wyatt-Hodge century helps England crush Sri Lanka 
BIRMINGHAM: England launched their home Women’s T20 World Cup in 

style by crushing Sri Lanka by 87 runs at Edgbaston. After making the 
highest total in tournament history — 219/1 — with an unbeaten 105 by 

opener Danni Wyatt-Hodge, England dismissed Sri Lanka for 132 on 
Friday. Left-arm pacer Freya Kemp took a career-best 4-21.

Anvitha holds her nerve 
to win tense play-off

MYSURU: Anvitha Narender 
revailed in a tense playoff to 
clinch her second title in the 

seventh leg of the Hero Women’s 
Pro Golf Tour here on Saturday. 

The young Bengaluru golfer 
showed great resilience to stage a 

back-nine recovery.

Jyoti and Aakash added 
to India’s WC squad  
NEW DELHI: Jyoti Gulia and Aakash 
were added to the Indian squad in 
the 48kg and 75kg categories 
respectively for the World Boxing 
Cup Stage 2 in Guiyang, China 
beginning on Monday. The two 
boxers were not part of the final 
government-sanctioned team.

E N S  @ Chennai

TEJAS Shirse bettered his 
own national record mark of  
13.41s in 2024 to 13.27s in the 
men’s 110 metre final at the 
Indian Athletics Series — 9 in 
Ludhiana on Saturday. In the 
process, he also breached the 
qualification mark to next 
m o n t h ’s  C o m m o n we a l t h 
Games in Glasgow. 

The event was initially not a 
qualifying event for the CWG, 
but due to athletes missing the 
marks narrowly in the Senior 
National Athletics Federation 
competition and unfavourable 
local conditions in Ranchi last 
month, this event in Punjab be-
came a qualifying event. After 
a blistering start, Shirse main-
tained his lead to finish on top. 

Full story: newindianexpress.com

Shirse betters 
own NR mark

E N S  @ Dharamsala

SKIPPER Shubman Gill struck 
84 not out to headline India’s 
seven-wicket victory over Af-
ghanistan in their rain-trun-
cated first  ODI here on 
Saturday.

In a contest which was re-
duced to 25 overs per side, In-
dia replied with 195/3 in 22.5 
overs against Afghanistan’s 
194 in 24.5 overs. Gill struck 
84 not out off  66 balls with 11 
fours and two sixes, while KL 
Rahul scored a 19-ball 39 not 
out in India’s chase. Earlier in 
the first half, Rahmanullah 
Gurbaz struck a rapid 51-ball 
102 for Afghanistan. Brief scores: 
Afghanistan 194 in 24.5 ovs (Gurbaz 102; 
Brar 3/27, Dubey 3/47) lost to India 195/3 in 
22.5 ovs (Shubman Gill 84 n.o, Kishan 34, 
Rahul 39 n.o).

Shubman takes 
India home

E N S / A G E N C I E S

TWO-TIME Asian Games med-
allist PV Sindhu, Asiad men’s 
doubles gold medallists Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty will lead India’s charge 
in the upcoming Asian Games, 
which is set to be held in Aichi-
Nagoya (Japan) from Septem-
ber 19 to October 4.

The Badminton Association 
of  India (BAI) selection com-
mittee finalized the squad af-
ter reviewing recent perform-
ances across national and 
international tournaments, 
alongside BWF rankings as of  
May 26, 2026. Led by India’s 
top-ranked men’s singles play-
er Lakshya Sen, the squad 
also features experienced HS 
P r a n n o y  a n d  K i d a m b i 
Srikanth.

Sindhu, SatChi 
to lead charge

Full story: newindianexpress.com

CURACAO: Room (1); 
Sambo (2), Gaari (3), Obispo 
(18), Floranus (5); L Bacuna 

(10), Comenencia (8), J 
Bacuna (7); Hansen (12), 
Locadia (9), Chong (21).

GERMANY
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Debutants take 
on heavyweights

Four-time champions Germany 
begin their campaign against first-

timer Curacao today. A look...
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