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Lifelong Learning and New Ideas Key to 
Viksit Bharat: President Murmu

Visakhapatnam (TSIT) 
President Droupadi 
Murmu called upon stu-
dents to cultivate the cour-
age to explore new ideas 
and continuously acquire 
new knowledge, empha-
sizing that lifelong learn-
ing is essential in a rapidly 
evolving technological 
world. Addressing the 
first convocation of 
Central University of 
Andhra Pradesh in 
Anantapur on Wednesday, 
the President described 
the event as a historic 
milestone in the universi-
ty's journey. She lauded 
the institution's commit-
ment to quality education, 
inclusivity, and the 
Sustainable Development 

Goals, expressing confi-
dence that it would emerge 
as a centre of excellence 
and make significant con-
tributions towards the 
vision of Viksit Bharat 
2047.

Congratulating the 
graduating students, 
President Murmu said 
their success was the 
result not only of their 
hard work and persever-
ance but also of the sacri-
fices made by their par-
ents, the guidance of their 
teachers, and the support 
of society. She urged them 
to give back to society by 
becoming entrepreneurs 
who create jobs, scientists 
who drive innovation, 
dedicated public servants, 

or social leaders working 
for the welfare of the 
underprivileged. The 
President stressed that 
earning a degree should 
not mark the end of educa-
tion. Instead, graduates 
must continuously adapt 
to emerging technologies 
and changing global 
demands. She encouraged 
them to nurture curiosity, 
embrace innovation, and 
remain committed to learn-
ing throughout their lives.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of ethical values, 
President Murmu said hon-
esty, compassion, empa-
thy, and respect for nature 
are the foundations of 
meaningful personal and 
professional growth. She 

noted that the energy, cre-
ativity, and commitment of 
India's youth would be 
instrumental in transform-
ing challenges into oppor-
tunities and realizing the 
dream of a developed India 
by 2047. During the ceremo-
ny, the President presented 
gold medals to meritorious 
students in recognition of 
their academic excellence. 
The convocation was 
attended by S. Abdul 
Nazeer, Nara Lokesh, 
Payyavula Keshav, 
Chancellor Dr. 
Shankaracharya, Vice-
Chancellor Prof. S. A. Kori, 
public representatives, 
senior officials, faculty 
members, students, and 
their parents.

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam : 
Emphasising that true 
development must go hand 
in hand with nature, 
Andhra Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister and Forests 
& Environment Minister 
Pawan Kalyan on 
Wednesday inaugurated 18 
newly developed Urban 
Forests, Eco Parks and 
Community-Based Eco-
Tourism projects across 
the State through a virtual 
event from his camp office 
in Mangalagiri. Speaking 
on the occasion, the deputy 
Chief minister said that a 
nation's true legacy lies not 
only in the monuments it 
builds but also in the 
nature it preserves. "A 
country that grows along-
side nature will endure for 
generations. Development 
achieved in harmony with 
the environment is the 
only sustainable develop-
ment," he said.

Developed at a total cost of 
Rs.36 crore under the 
Central Government's 
Nagar Van Yojana and 
with support from local 
funds, the 18 Urban Forests 
have been established over 
nearly 50 hectares each, 
with an investment of 
around Rs.2 crore per proj-

ect. These green spaces are 
designed to serve as the 
"green lungs" of rapidly 
expanding cities and 
towns, helping maintain 
ecological balance while 
providing healthy recre-
ational spaces for citizens. 
The Deputy Chief Minister 
said special Red Sanders 
Conservation Parks have 
been developed at Koduru, 
Kailasagiri and 
Madanapalle. The parks 
also feature Nakshatra 
Vanams and Rashi Vanams 
to showcase India's rich 
ecological heritage and tra-
ditional knowledge while 
promoting biodiversity 
conservation.

The Urban Forests have 
been equipped with a range 

of eco-friendly recreational 
facilities, including bird 
habitats, boating, kayak-
ing, trekking trails, yoga 
centres and open gyms. 
These parks are expected to 
become centres for physi-
cal fitness, mental well-
being and environmental 
awareness for people of all 
age groups. Calling upon 
citizens to protect these 
green spaces, Pawan 
Kalyan said the Urban 
Forests are not merely for 
present-day needs but are a 
green legacy being created 
for future generations. He 
urged people to actively 
participate in building a 
greener, cleaner and envi-
ronmentally sustainable 
Andhra Pradesh. Speaking 

at the event, Andhra 
Pradesh Minister Anam 
Ramanarayana Reddy said 
he had personally visited 
the Urban Forest in Nellore 
Rural constituency and 
was impressed by its green-
ery, peaceful atmosphere 
and modern amenities. He 
suggested integrating the 
nearby Sri Lakshmi 
Narasimha Swamy Temple 
hill with the park through 
a trekking trail to promote 
eco-tourism, spiritual tour-
ism and adventure tourism 
simultaneously. Ministers 
Anagani Satya Prasad and 
Savitha, legislators and 
senior officials of the Forest 
Department also partici-
pated in the virtual inaugu-
ration.

Nature-Centric Development is Sustainable: 
Andhra Pradesh Launches 18 Urban Forests

Polavaram to Be Developed as a Major 
Tourism Hub: Minister Nimmala Rama Naidu

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam : Andhra 
Pradesh Water Resources 
Minister Dr. Nimmala Rama 
Naidu announced that the pres-
tigious Polavaram Project will 
be developed into a world-class 
tourism hub, reflecting the 
state's cultural heritage and 
grandeur. Reviewing the 
Polavaram beautification plans 
with officials, architects, and 
representatives of Japan's 
Nippon Koei on Wednesday, the 
minister said Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu had direct-
ed that the Polavaram spillway 
should showcase Telugu culture 
and the pride of Andhra 
Pradesh.The minister said 
around 10,000 acres in the proj-
ect area have been identified 
through a LiDAR survey for the 
development of an integrated 
tourism destination. Proposals 
are also being prepared for 
bridges connecting the right and 
left banks of the project, while 
plans are under consideration to 
link Polavaram with Eluru, 
Kovvur, and Rajahmundry 
through the national highway 
network.


