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They are not our enemies... they are fellow Indians. But 
anyone who undermines the Constitution, democracy, 
secularism and the National Flag must be opposed BK Hariprsad, 

KPCC president 

Doctors report rise 
in influenza, mild 
Covid-19 cases

MONSOON MALADIES

G A Y A T H R I  M  K U R U P  @Bengaluru

HOSPITALS across the city are 
reporting a seasonal rise in res-
piratory viral infections, with 
doctors detecting an increase 
in influenza cases alongside a 
slight rise in Covid-19 infec-
tions. Medical experts attribute 
the trend to the monsoon,  
fluctuating weather conditions 
and the reopening of  schools, 
saying the current 
surge is consistent 
with the seasonal 
spike in viral illnesses 
seen every year.

Doctors said Influ-
enza A, particularly 
the H1N1 (swine flu) 
and H3N2 strains, is 
accounting for a larg-
er share of  respiratory 
infections than Cov-
id-19 at present. While 
the JN.1 variant of  
Sars-CoV-2 continues 
to circulate, it is be-
having similarly to the 
Omicron variant. 

Dr. Ankitha Teja 
Narayan, Inter nal 
Medicine, KIMS Hos-
pitals, said influenza 
cases have risen sig-
nificantly over the past few 
weeks. “More than Covid-19, it 
is seasonal influenza that has 
increased. We are seeing 
around 10 to 15 influenza cases 
a day, particularly Influenza A, 
H1N1 and H3N2,” she said, add-
ing that most patients present 
with fever, runny nose, sore 
throat and cough and recover 
with supportive care. 

However, a few elderly and im-
munocompromised patients 
have required intensive care due 

to severe respiratory illness. She 
said only patients with severe 
illness are routinely tested for 
Covid-19  and influenza, mean-
ing some mild Covid infections 
could go undetected.

Dr. Aishwarya R, Consultant, 
Infectious Diseases, Aster RV 
Hospital, said the hospital re-
corded around five to six Cov-
id-19  cases in June. “During the 
monsoon, respiratory viruses 

increase. The circulat-
ing JN.1 variant contin-
ues to behave like the 
Omicron strain,” she 
said. She added that pa-
tients who required ox-
ygen support had un-
derlying illnesses such 
as asthma or concur-
r e n t  i n f l u e n z a 
infection.

Dr. M Ravi Kumar, 
Senior Consultant, In-
ternal Medicine, Sakra 
World Hospital, said that 
patients usually present
with fever, cough, sore 
throat, nasal congestion, 
fatigue and body pain, 
similar to a common flu. 
He added that Covid has 
now become endemic 
and may continue to 

cause small, localised outbreaks 
without leading to widespread 
severe illness. “The JN.1 variant 
belongs to the Omicron family. It 
may spread more easily, but the 
illness remains mild,” he said.

Doctors also pointed to the 
reopening of  schools as one of  
the factors contributing to the 
spread of  viral infections, as 
children can easily transmit 
respiratory viruses in class-
rooms before carrying them 
home to family members.

B O S K Y  K H A N N A  @ Bengaluru

THE forest department’s appeal 
in June to recruit 12 more vet-
erinarians by creating addition-
al posts to attend to cases in the 
forests and zoos of  Karnataka is 
awaiting clearance by Chief  
Minister DK Shivakumar, who 
also holds the forest, environ-
ment and ecology portfolio. 

“We had placed the proposal 
before the chief  minister, but 
the matter is yet to come up for 

discussion. We are seeking his 
time to present our case to ad-
dress the requirements,” said a 
senior forest department offi-
cial, seeking anonymity. 

The official said, “There are 
at present 24 sanctioned posts 
for veterinarians and all are oc-
cupied. Of  these, 12 are engaged 
in zoos and 12 in the forest de-
partment. We have requested 
the CM to increase the total 
number to 36. We have also 
sought 40 assistant veterinari-

ans. This will help not only to 
handle the current pressure, 
but also in future when the de-
mand for veterinarians increas-
es.”  The department raised the 
demand in the wake of  the ris-
ing incidents of  man-animal 
conflict and increasing need to 
capture, rehabilitate and treat 
animals. The veterinarians at 
present juggle between dis-
tricts and centres. They are 
also deployed for long working 
hours during elephant capture 

operations and rescue and cap-
ture operations in national 
parks and tiger reserves. 

A veterinarian attached to 
the elephant camps and forest 
areas said, “Deploying addi-
tional staff  is the need of  the 
hour. However, the department 
must also ensure that the staff-
ers are not frequently trans-
ferred. This affects the medical 
treatment of  animals.” 

The veterinarian said there 
is also a need to ensure that the 

veterinarians appointed are 
specialised in darting. At 
present, since all veterinarians 
are not skilled in darting, a 
guard or a range forest officer 
is assigned the task. This de-
lays the time of  operation as 
quick decisions on the size and 
aggression of  the animals can-
not be judged by other staffers. 
The veterinarians must also be 
made accountable in cases of  
the deaths of  the animals due 
to unscientific practices.

Forest dept’s request for additional vets pending with CM

HC relief to MUDA ex-chief 
in land allotment scam
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE Karnataka High Court on 
Wednesday granted bail to the 
former Commissioner of  Mysu-
ru Urban Development Author-
ity (MUDA) in relation to the 
proceedings initiated by the Di-
rectorate of  Enforcement (ED) 
concerning the alleged irregu-
larities in allotment of  MUDA 
sites, imposing certain condi-
tions. Justice M Nagaprasanna 
pronounced the order while al-
lowing the petition filed by Di-
nesh Kumar, who is in judicial 
custody, seeking bail in the pro-
ceedings initiated under the 
PMLA Act.

The court said the petitioner 
shall be released on bail on ex-
ecuting a personal bond for Rs 
5 lakh with two solvent sureties 
for the like sum. He shall not in-
dulge in tampering with the 
prosecution witnesses and shall 
appear before the jurisdictional 
court on all the future hearing 
dates, the court added.

Though a complaint was reg-
istered against several persons, 
including former Chief  Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah, his wife, 
brother-in-law and another per-

son, based on a complaint filed 
by activist Snehamayi Krishna, 
after the investigation, they 
were dropped from the array of  
accused in the predicate offence, 
which had become a crime in 
2024. Those who remained in the 
fray were other accused, one of  
whom is the petitioner, against 
whom the ED registered the 
complaint. The sessions court 
rejected his bail petition, and 
hence he moved the court. 

Senior counsel appearing for 
the petitioner contended that 
the Coordinate Bench of  this 
court in January permitted the 
petitioner to approach this court 
again on twin circumstances 
viz., if  there was no progress in 
the trial for over three months 
coupled with changed circum-
stances. “Now, there are nine 
changed circumstances in the 
case for the petitioner to knock 
at the doors of  this court. 

At the time when the delay in 
trial was projected for the peti-
tioner to be enlarged on bail, the 
proceedings were only 127 days 
old. Today, the proceedings are 
about 275 days old, and the stage 
remains the same. It is at a pre-
cognisance stage. Therefore, the 
petitioner must be enlarged on 
bail owing to the facts obtaining 
at this juncture and change in 
circumstances,” he argued.

Additional Solicitor General 
K Arvind Kamath vehemently 
refuted the submissions in con-
tending that merely because 
changed circumstances have 
come about, the earlier order re-
jecting the bail cannot be 
brushed aside. The apex court 
has clearly held that delay in 
trial alone cannot be the reason 
for grant of  bail to an accused, 
particularly when the offences 
are found to be grave, he argued. 
The court, however, noted that 
the documents run to about 
12,000 pages is an admitted fact 
and a plethora of  witnesses to be 
examined by the trial court is 
again an admitted fact. The ve-
hement opposition of  Kamath 
would have merited acceptance 
if  there was no changed circum-
stance at all, the court added.

VIJAYAPURA: A tipper truck plunged into the Krishna River after 
colliding with a car on the Korthi–Kolhar bridge along the 

national highway on Wednesday evening. The driver of the 
tipper, Santosh Koti, a resident of Bennur village in Bagalkot 
taluk, is missing, while the cleaner was rescued by fishermen. 
Police said the tipper carrying sand from Gaddanakeri Cross in 

Bagalkot district to Kolhar, attempted to overtake a car 
travelling ahead. During the manoeuvre, it collided with the car, 

causing the driver to lose control. The vehicle then crashed 
through the bridge’s safety barrier and plunged into the Krishna 

River. The cleaner, Sanju Mallappa Mulage (28), a resident of 
Yaranagi village in Basava Kalyan taluk of Bidar district, was 

rescued by local fishermen using a raft and brought to safety. 
Police personnel, Fire and Emergency Services staff, and local 
fishermen launched a search-and-rescue operation soon after 
the accident. Despite extensive efforts, the driver could not be 

traced. The operation was suspended after nightfall and is 
scheduled to resume on Thursday. ENS

Tipper plunges into Krishna River 
after hittingcar; driver missing 

More than Covid-
19, it is seasonal 

influenza that 
has increased. We 
are seeing around 
10 to 15 influenza 

cases a day, 
particularly 

Influenza A, H1N1 
and H3N2

Dr Ankitha Teja 
Narayan, KIMS

Rescue operation in progress in Krishna river on Wednesday


