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Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, June 24
The Congress on Wednesday
launched a sharp attack on
the BJP government over the
Rs 657-crore IDFC First Bank
scam, alleging that it had
appointed a “corrupt” IAS
officer as the Returning Offi-
cer (RO) for the March 2024
Rajya Sabha elections to
ensure the victory of its
backed candidate.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Deputy Congress
Legislature Party leader
Aftab Ahmed and former
Haryana Assembly Speak-
er Ashok Arora alleged
that the government had
failed to act against those
responsible for the scam
and was attempting to
shield influential people.

Questioning the absence
of departmental action,
Arora said, “Why has no
departmental action been
initiated against anyone
involved in the scam so
far?” He alleged that the
government was trying to
protect influential persons
while restricting the scope
of the investigation.

He demanded a fair and
impartial probe into the role
of all those involved in the

scam and sought strict legal
as well as departmental
action against every official
or employee found guilty.

Targeting the BJP over
the Rajya Sabha election,
Ahmed said the Congress
had earlier complained to
both the Haryana Gover-
nor and the Election Com-
mission of India regarding
the alleged conduct of
Returning Officer and IAS
officer Pankaj Agarwal
during the March 16 Rajya
Sabha election.

“The Congress had com-

plained to the Haryana
Governor and the Election
Commission of India about
the dubious role of the
Returning Officer, IAS offi-
cer Pankaj Agarwal, in try-
ing to make BJP-backed
candidate Satish Nandal
win the poll. The action
should have been taken
against him,” Ahmed said.

He further alleged, “The
government knew that the
RO was involved in the scam,
so they promised to bail him
out. The BJP government
used a corrupt officer to win

the Rajya Sabha elections.
The arrest of IAS officer
Pankaj Agarwal on June 22
proved correct what we have
been saying so far.”

Ahmed also demanded that
responsibility for the scam be
fixed on the Chief Minister,
who also holds the Finance
portfolio, as well as the
Finance Secretary.

Law and order under attack
Turning to law and order,
Arora alleged that an atmos-
phere of fear and insecurity
prevailed across Haryana.
“Criminals are openly carry-
ing out incidents of gang
wars, extortion and organ-
ised crime,” he said, adding
that not only ordinary citi-
zens but even elected repre-
sentatives no longer felt
safe. He also alleged that
crimes against women were
on the rise, which, accord-
ing to him, reflected the
government’s failure to
maintain law and order.

Arora further alleged that
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini appeared “more inter-
ested in Punjab’s politics
than in addressing
Haryana’s pressing issues”
and also criticised his deci-
sion to agree to release
water to Rajasthan.

BJP used ‘corrupt’ IAS officer as
RO to win RS poll, alleges Cong
Says arrest of Pankaj Agarwal vindicates its earlier complaints

Deputy CLP Leader Aftab Ahmed and former Haryana Speaker Ashok
Arora address mediapersons in Chandigarh on Wednesday.

Parveen Arora
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Karnal, June 24
With the arrival of summer
maize picking up across grain
markets in Karnal district,
farmers have urged the
Haryana Government to begin
procurement at the minimum
support price (MSP), alleging
they are being forced to sell
their produce to private traders
at rates far below the
announced support price.

Summer maize, an inter-
mediate crop cultivated
between the rabi and kharif
maize seasons, is generally
sown from early February to
early March after the har-
vesting of potato, mustard
and pea crops. Harvesting
begins in June.

According to official data,
maize arrivals in Karnal district
touched 3,58,610 quintals till
June 23 this season, nearly dou-
ble the 1,89,864 quintals record-
ed during the corresponding
period last year.

Karnal grain market regis-
tered the highest arrival of
1,63,724 quintals, followed
by Indri (97,500 quintals),
Gharaunda (67,116 quin-
tals), Nissing (26,935 quin-
tals) and Kunjpura (3,335
quintals).

Despite the higher arrivals,
farmers alleged that there is no
government procurement of
summer maize and they are
compelled to sell their produce

to private traders for Rs 1,100 to
Rs 2,000 per quintal, well below
the MSP of Rs 2,410 per quin-
tal. Bahadur Singh Mehla,
spokesperson of BKU (Sir
Chhotu Ram), alleged that the
government has failed to pro-
vide procurement facilities
despite encouraging farmers to
diversify from paddy to maize
and other alternative crops.

“The government announces
an MSP for maize every year,
but when farmers bring their

produce to the grain markets,
there is no effective procure-
ment mechanism in place. As a
result, they are compelled to
sell their crop at throwaway
prices,” Mehla said.

Dr Virender Singh Lather,
former Principal Scientist at
the Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, New Delhi,
said it was surprising that while
kharif and rabi maize are pro-
cured at MSP, summer maize
has been excluded. 

Bumper crop: Maize growers
demand MSP procurement

REAPING HARVEST
SSoowwiinngg  ppeerriioodd
First week of 

February to first week 
of March

MMaarrkkeett  pprriiccee  ffaarrmmeerrss
ccllaaiimm  ttoo  bbee  ggeettttiinngg

~ 1,100-2,000
per quintal

HHaarrvveessttiinngg
JUNE

MMSSPP  ffoorr  mmaaiizzee  
2025-26
Rs 2,410
per quintal

Arrivals in Karnal district 
(till June 23)

Market Quantity 
Karnal 1,63,724
Indri 97,500
Gharaunda 67,116
Nissing 26,935
Kunjpura 3,335
Total 3,58,610

■ Procurement of summer maize at MSP

■ Equal treatment for kharif, rabi and summer maize

■ Legal guarantee for MSP

■ 100% procurement in all grain markets

■ Protection from distress sales to private traders

WWHHAATT  FFAARRMMEERRSS  WWAANNTT

IN QUINTALS
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Chandigarh, June 24
Haryana Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Harvinder Kalyan
has rejected the explanation
submitted by Leader of
Opposition Bhupinder Singh
Hooda over the Congress
Legislature Party’s parallel
“mock Vidhan Sabha” held
inside the Assembly complex
on April 27, terming the
response “vague, misleading,
factually incorrect and con-
trary to constitutional and
parliamentary norms.”

In his response, the Speak-
er said Hooda’s reply neither
addressed the three issues
raised by him nor expressed
any regret or remorse. “The
reply is vague, misleading,

factually incorrect and con-
trary to constitutional and
parliamentary norms. It also
lacks any expression of
regret or remorse and con-
tains unfounded advice,
making it unsatisfactory,”
Kalyan observed.

The Speaker had sought
clarification after Congress
legislators organised a parallel
session in the Assembly park-
ing area during the special ses-
sion on April 27. He had asked
Hooda to explain the constitu-
tional basis for holding the
parallel session, the reasons
for calling the special session
unconstitutional, and the
grounds for describing the res-
olution supporting the Nari
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam as
unconstitutional.

Rejecting Hooda’s explana-
tion, Kalyan said linking the
special Assembly session with
an alleged “censure motion”
was “entirely baseless and
untrue” as no such motion was
included in the agenda of the
Business Advisory Commit-
tee or introduced in the
House. “The Congress boycott
of the session was based on
incorrect facts and was a delib-
erate decision,” he said.

The Speaker reiterated that
the special session was con-
vened by the Governor under
Article 174 of the Constitu-
tion and its proceedings were
protected under Article 194.
He said political disagree-
ment could not render a con-
stitutionally convened ses-
sion unconstitutional.

Speaker rejects Hooda’s reply on
‘mock session’, calls it misleading

Tribune News Service

Kurukshetra, June 24
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini came to the aid of two
road accident victims on the
Ladwa-Babain road on
Wednesday evening, direct-
ing that they be shifted to a
hospital in an ambulance
from his official convoy.

The Chief Minister was
returning from Ladwa
when he noticed the
injured lying on the road-
side. He immediately
stopped his convoy,
inquired about their condi-
tion and instructed offi-
cials accompanying him to
ensure they received
prompt medical attention.

The injured, identified as
Amit and Rajat, were taken
to the Community Health
Centre in Shahabad for
treatment.

Earlier in the day, Saini
visited the Nageshwar Tem-
ple in Babain, where the
temple dome had collapsed
on Sunday, claiming the life
of caretaker Natraj Giri.

During his visit, the Chief
Minister announced a grant
of Rs 21 lakh for the recon-
struction of the temple.

CM Saini rushes 2
accident victims to
hospital in convoy
ambulance

National junior
canoeist drowns
in Rohtak village

Noticed injured lying
on Ladwa-Babain road 

Rohtak, June 24
A 15-year-old national-level
junior canoeist reportedly
died after drowning in a pond
at her native Karontha village
in the district on Monday
evening. The incident
occurred when she was swim-
ming in the village pond fol-
lowing a training session.

After a post-mortem exami-
nation on Tuesday, the police
handed over the body of Maya
to her family. Investigating
officer Mamtesh said the exact
cause of death would be ascer-
tained after the autopsy report
was received. — TNS
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