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A 16-year-old boy allegedly murdered his  
70-year-old grandmother following a dispute over 
ancestral property near Konganapuram at Salem 
in Chennai. Juvenile surrendered before police
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Trump thanks 
India for 
naming Hyd 
road after him 

Stalker hurls petrol into woman’s room, sets her ablaze
P R A S A N J E E T  S A R K A R  @ Rourkela

IN a horrific incident, a youth 
allegedly set a 27-year-old wom-
an ablaze while she was asleep 
in her house at Jaratoli hamlet 
under Santoshpur village, 
around 25 km from Rourkela, 
late on Friday night.

The victim is battling for life 
with more than 60 per cent 
burn injuries at JP Hospital in 
Rourkela. Hours after the 
crime, police on Saturday 
evening arrested the accused, 
identified as Rajat Kiro, a tribal 
youth, from the Sonaparvat 
area of  Lathikata block. 

Kiro belongs to the Kinjirke-
la police station area in Sunda-
rgarh district. He was stalking 
the victim for months, police 
said.

Preliminary investigation re-
vealed that the window of  the 
room in which the woman was 
sleeping had been left open. 

Taking advantage of  this, the 
accused allegedly hurled petrol 
into the room and set it on fire, 
leaving the house gutted. The 
area comes under Bisra police 
limits. The victim’s father said 
the incident occurred between 
11 pm and 11.30 pm while his 
daughter was asleep.

M A N D A  R A V I N D E R  R E D D Y 
@ Hyderabad

US President Donald Trump 
has thanked India after a road 
in Hyderabad was named after 
him. On Saturday, Trump 
shared a post on the social me-
dia platform Truth Social fea-
turing photographs from the 
inauguration of  Donald Trump 
Avenue in Hyderabad’s Finan-
cial District.

The photographs show Depu-
ty Chief  Minister Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka and US Ambassa-
dor to India Sergio Gor unveil-
ing the ceremonial plaque.

Sharing the photographs, 
Trump wrote: “The new Don-
ald Trump Avenue in Hydera-
bad, India — The first US Presi-
dent to ever be honoured in this 
way. Thank You!”

Chief  Minister A Revanth 
Reddy had earlier announced 
that key roads in Hyderabad 
would be named after globally 
recognised companies and 
prominent personalities. 

The Telangana government 
named the road as Donald 
Trump Avenue. Deputy Chief  
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka officially unveiled the 
plaque on June 24 as part of  the 
celebrations marking the 250th 
anniversary of  American Inde-
pendence.  Earlier, the state 
government named a radial 
road connecting to the pro-
posed Regional Ring Road 
(RRR) after Ratan Tata.

TG to tap non-BJP ruled States on GRAM G  
Civil society groups urge govt to frame a separate job scheme for State; new framework could cost TG `2,500 cr

M A N D A  R A V I N D E R  R E D D Y 
@ Hyderabad

EVEN as civil society organisa-
tions urged the Telangana gov-
ernment to enact its own em-
ployment guarantee law instead 
of  adopting the Union govern-
ment’s proposed framework, 
the Cabinet sub-committee set 
up by the State to examine the 
Centre’s VB GRAM G Act has 
decided to reach out to non-
BJP-ruled States to explore co-
ordinated legal and political 
action.

The State Cabinet is expected 
to take a final decision on July 
2 on whether Telangana should 

adopt the Union government’s 
framework, enact its own legis-
lation, move the Supreme 
Court, or pursue a combination 
of  legal and administrative 
measures.

The sub-committee, 
headed by Irrigation 
and Civil Supplies Min-
ister N Uttam Kumar 
Reddy, proposed con-
sultations with the 
chief  ministers of  Kar-
nataka and Kerala to assess 
whether the two States would 
be willing to pursue a common 
legal strategy or other coordi-
nated measures to protect the 
powers and financial interests 

of  States. The meeting was at-
tended in person by Rural De-
velopment and Panchayati Raj 
Minister Danasari Anasuya 
(Seethakka), while Agriculture 

Minister Thummala Nag-
eswara Rao and Labour 

M i n i s t e r  G  Vive k 
Venkataswamy partici-
pated virtually.

During the meeting, 
members of  the sub-

committee maintained 
that the proposed law in-

fringes upon the constitutional 
powers of  States and contains 
several provisions that may not 
withstand judicial scrutiny. 

Legal experts informed the 

panel that they had identified 
multiple constitutional issues 
that could form the basis of  a 
challenge before the Supreme 
Court. The committee also dis-
cussed whether Telangana 
should challenge the legisla-
tion in the Supreme Court in-
stead of  implementing it in line 
with the Union government’s 
guidelines.

Representatives of  nearly 20 
civil society organisations who 
attended the meeting criticised 
the Union government for in-
troducing sweeping changes 
without consulting State gov-
ernments. They described the 
move as a violation of  coopera-

tive federalism, saying employ-
ment guarantee programmes 
directly affect State finances, 
rural livelihoods and local 
implementation.

The organisations urged the 
State government to enact its 
own employment guarantee 
law under the Constitution in-
stead of  adopting the proposed 
Centre’s framework, which 
they estimated could cost the 
state exchequer nearly `2,500 
crore. 

They also warned that the 
proposed changes could reduce 
employment opportunities for 
thousands of  agricultural 
labourers.

Veteran actor and filmmaker 
Bhagyaraj passes away at 73
A V I N A S H  R A M A C H A N D R A N  @ Chennai

VETERAN actor-filmmaker K 
Bhagyaraj, known for being one of  
Indian cinema’s master scenarists, 
passed away in Chennai on Satur-
day due to cardiac arrest. 

He complained of  chest pain af-
ter returning home from a morn-
ing walk and was rushed to a pri-
vate hospital. Efforts to resuscitate 
him proved futile. He was 73. 

Bhagyaraj, who ventured into 

cinema to become an actor, started 
off  as an assistant director to the 
filmmaker Bharathiraja in his di-
rectorial debut, 16 Vayathiniley 
(1977). Bhagyaraj was easily the 
most illustrious filmmaker to come 
out of  the Bharathiraja school of  
films. After casting Bhagyaraj in 
small roles in 16 Vayathiniley and 
Kizhakke Pogum Rayil (1978), 
Bharathiraja launched him as a 
leading hero in Puthiya Vaarpugal 
(1979). 

323 g of MDMA seized in major 
anti-narcotic drive, six held 
Guruvayur: In a major anti-narcotics 
operation, the police uncovered an alleged 
drug distribution network and seized a total 
of 323 g of MDMA from multiple locations. Six 
people, including two women, were taken into 
custody in connection with the case. The 
arrested are Shifas, Jishnu, Vidya and 
Sreelakshmi, all natives of Guruvayur-
Pavaratty area, Anshad from Palayur, and 
Shabeer from Chakkamkandam. Acting on 
confidential information, the city DANSAF 
conducted a vehicle inspection

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Tumakuru

IN a ghastly incident, a man al-
legedly blew up an explosive 
even as he was sitting inside a 
rented car on Bengaluru-Pune 
NH-48 at Jogihalli village in 
Sira taluk near Tumakuru on 
Saturday afternoon. While he 
was charred to death, his es-
tranged girlfriend, who he had 
stabbed, and the driver of  the 
car managed to escape.

The deceased, Nagendra (30), 
who was a shopkeeper, had al-
legedly kidnapped his girl-
friend of  seven years, Ramya 
Ullas, from Bengaluru and was 
taking her to their village Agas-
uru in Ankola when the strange 
drama unfolded. 

Nagendra was said to have 
arrived in Bengaluru over a 
week ago and was pestering 
Ramya to marry him. Ramya 
works as a technician at Sanjay 
Gandhi Hospital at Jayanagar 
in Bengaluru.

After abducting Ramya from 
her paying guest accommoda-
tion in Bengaluru, he started 
arguing with her in the car. As 
their tiff  escalated, Nagendra 

pulled out a knife and stabbed 
her. A terrified Ramya screamed 
and jumped out of  the moving 
car. The driver, who was petri-
fied seeing the horrific scene 
on the backseat, braked the car 
to a halt and escaped.

Nagendra, who was inside 
the car, put on the central lock-
ing system and blew up the ex-
plosive he had carried. He was 
charred to death and the car 
was completely gutted by the 
time a fire extinguisher arrived 
at the spot.

Nagendra seemed prepared 
for the extreme action as he 
had carried the explosive as 
well as the knife, police sources 
said. 

“We are yet to ascertain 
whether he used a petrol bomb 
or country made bomb for the 
explosion,” said Superintend-
ent of  Police Ashok KV.

Man explodes bomb 
sitting inside car


